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DECLARATION ON UKRAINE 

(European Political Cooperation Ministerial Meeting, 
Brussels, 7 December 1991) 

The European Community and its member States have taken note of the 
referendum in Ukraine in which a clear majority expressed itself in favour of 
independence. They welcome the democratic manner in which the Ukrainian 
people declared their wish for their Republic to attain full sovereignty. 

As the transformation of the Soviet Union enters this crucial phase it is 
incumbent upon the representatives of Ukraine, of the Union and of the other 
Republics to take matters forward in a peaceful, democratic and orderly way. 
The European Community and its member States call upon Ukraine to pursue with 
the Union and the other Republics an open and constructive dialogue intended 
to ensure that all the Soviet Union's existing international obligations and 
commitments are carried out. 

They expect Ukraine to honour all commitments of the Soviet Union under 
the Helsinki Final Act, the Charter of Paris and other relevant documents of 
the Conferepce on Security "d Cooperation in Rurope. especially those 
concerning the protection of persons belonging to-national minorities. 

The European Connnunity and its member States in particular expect Ukraine 
to honour and, as appropriate, to implement all international obligations of 
the Soviet Union in respect of arma control and nuclear non-proliferation, and 
to do nothing which might call into question control of nuclear weapons on 
Ukr&ioisn territory. They expect Ukraine to join the other Republics in 
accepting joint and several liability for the Soviet Union's foreign debts. 


