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Revublicsr draft resolution 

International covenants on human riahtg 

The General AS&Q&& 

Recallinq its resolution 45/135 of 14 December 1990 and Commission on 
Buman Rights resolution 1991116 of 22 February 1991, a/ 

Mindful that the International Covenants on Human Rights 21 constitute 
the fitat all-embracing and legally binding international treaties in the 
field of human rights and, together with the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, a/ fo,-m the core of the International Bill of Ruman Rights, 

C-q that the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of the 
Covenants on 16 December 1991 provides an appropriate occasion to focus on the 

11 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council. 1991, 
&g&,ernent NO. 2 (E/1991/22), chap. II, sect. A. 

2.1 spp resol ut.ion 2200 A (XXI), annex. 

11 Resolution 217 A (III). 
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fundamental importance and special status of these basic human rights 
instruments of the United Nations, 

. akina note of the report of the Secretary-General a/ on the status oc 
the International COVeneW on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional 
Protocols to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 

Notinq the entry into force on 11 July 1991 of the Second Optional 
Protocol aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, 

Notinq, in this regard, that a number of States Members of the United 
Nations have yet to become parties to the International Covenants on Human 
Rights, 

Recallinq the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights 21 and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights t/ and 
reaffirming that all human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible and 
interrelated and that the promotion and protection of one category of rights 
should never exempt or excuse States from the promotion and protection of the 
other, 

Recoonizing the important role of the Human Rights Committee in the 
implementation of the International Covenant on Civi' and Political Rights and 
the Optional Protocols thereto, 51 

Also recoanisinq the important role of the Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights in the implementa:ion of the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 

Welcoming the submission to the General Assembly of the annual report of 
the Human Rights Committee p/ and the report of the Cormnittee on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights on its fifth session, Z/ 

&m&&&g that. the effective functioning of treaty bodies established 
in accordance with the relevant provisions of international instruments on 
human rights plays a fundamental role and hence represents an important 
continuing concern of the United Nations, 

91 A/46/393. 

51 See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex, and resolution 44/126, annex, 
.__ _ 

p/ Qrriclai Records ot the Gewal Assembly, FQrtv-sixth Sessiog, 
Suwlement No. 4Q (A/46/40). 

I/ Qfficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1991, 
mlement Na. 3 (E/1991/23). 
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. . ote with 8atisfactioR of the ongoing efforts of the Human Rights 
Committee and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to improve 
their methods of work, 

Retina with concatg the critical situation with regard to overdue reports 
from States parties to the International Covenants on Human Rights, 

1. y&es note with aovreciatios of the report of the Human Rights 
Committee on its fortieth, forty-first and forty-second sessions: 61 

2. Also takes note with aDoreciatioo of the report of the Colmmittee on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on its fifth session, including its 
suggestions and recommendations: 

3. Extremes its satisfaction with the serious and constructive manner 

in which both Committees are carrying out their function: 

4. m States parties to the International Covenants on Human Rights 
to pay active attention to tire protection and promotion of civil and political 
rights, as well as economic, social end cultural rights, taking into 
consideration their indivisible and interrelated character and the fact that 
the promotion and protection of one category of rights should never exempt or 
excuse States from the promotion and protection of the other rights; 

5. m those States parties to the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rigbta tbat have been requested by the Human Rights Committee to 
provide additional information to comply with that request; 

6. &&o urw States parties to fulfil their reporting obligations 
under the International Covenants on liuman Rights1 

7. Kptes wim that the majority of States parties to the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and an increasing number 
of States parties to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights have been represented by experts in the presentation of their 
reports, thereby assisting the respective monitoring bodies in their work, and 
hopes that all Statse parties to both Covenants will arrange such 
representation in the futurer 

8. &&n urQaa all States that have not yet done so to become parties 
to the International Covenant on ECOnOmiC, Social and Cultural Rights and the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and to consider acceding 
to the Optional Protocol8 to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Righta; 

9. 3-e the States parties to the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights to consider making the declaration provided for in 
article 41 of the Covenant: 

I... 
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10. Bmohasw the importance of the strictest compliance by States 
parties with their obligations under the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and, where applicable, the Optional Protocols to the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; 

11. Str_esses the importance of avoiding the erosion of human rights by 
derogation, aad underlines the necessity of strict observance of the agreed 
conditions an% procedures for derogation under article 4 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, bearing in mind the need for States 
parties to provide the fullest possible information during states of 
emergency, so that the justification for and appropriateness of measures taken 
in these circumstances can be assessedr 

12. Anne& to States parties of the Covenants that have exercised their 
sovereign right to make reservations in accordance with relevant rules of 
international law to consider whether any such reservations should be reviewed: 

13. Utaes States parties to the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, the specialised agencies and other relevant United 
Nations bo%ies to enten% their full support and cooperation to the Committee 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: 

14. peouest& the Secretary-General to keep the Human Rights Committee 
and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights informed of the 
relevant activities of the other treaty bodies, the Com*ission on Human 
Rights. functional commissions concerned, the Subcommission on Prevention of 
Discrimination an% Protection of Minorities and, as appropriate, specialized 
agencies, and also to transmit the annual reports of the Human Rights 
Committee an% the Committee on Economic, Social an% Cultural Rights to those 
bo%ies: 

15. Also rem the Secretary-General to ensure that the Centre for 
ffuman Rights of the Secretariat effectively assists the Human Rights Committee 
an& the Committee on Economic, Social an% Cultural Rights in the 
implementation of their respective mandatest 

16. @in urgf!& the Secretary-General, taking into account the 
suggestions of the Human Rights Committee, to take determined steps to give 
more publicity to the work of that Committee an%, similarly, to the work of 
the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; 

17. wuraaes all Governments to publish the texts of the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant 
on Civil an% Political Rights and the Optional Protocols to the International 
Covenant on Civil and Politica !. Rights in as many lanaguages as possible and 
to distribute them and make them known as widely as possible in their 
territories; 

/  . I .  
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18. Becruests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at 
its forty-eighth session, under the item entitled "Human rights questions" a 
report on the status of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Ilights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and 
the Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

' Rights. 

- - I - -  
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