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1. The Supplementary list of i tema for the agenda. of the fourth 
' . 

· regulm• session of .the 'General Assembly (A/964) 1 issued on 26 Auguat.l949; 

incl~des the following two items bearL~ on the ~uestion of full 

employment,: 

"The observance\ and im.plement..~tio..'ll of Articles 55 
and 56 of the Charter and in :particular of 55a providing 

for the achievement of full emplo~nt and higher standards 

of living: item :proposed by Australia." 
11Action to achieve or maintain fulJ. employment and. 

economic stability:. item proposed by the Economic and 

Soc ie.l C OU.."l.C 11." · .. 
2. In view of ··~e apparvnt similarity of the subjects suggested 

by these two itema1 the Secre~3ry.Genera! has recommended to the General· 

CClllllli ttee of the Gen~ral Assembly (A/BUR/ll8) that "the vievrs of the 

Australian Delegation be sought by the General Cormnittee as to rrhether 

or not these tivo items could bs combined or dealt with simultaneously 

by the cormnittee to vTh:i.ch they will be refer1·ed.," 

3. The Economic and Sociul Cov.ncil1 in resolution 221 (II) F, . 

recommended that the General Assembly include in the agenda of its 
... 

fom·th sesston the questi'on of promoting full .em:ploymen~<~~- In the same 

resolution the Council also requested the Secretary-General to submit 

to the General Assembly tl1e latest available info1~t~on on the world 

economic situation ang. on national and interna·hional action to achieve 

or maintain full employment. The resolution reads as follo'\-TS: 

"The TicanO'tllic and Soc io.l Cvuncil 
............ ·~ ... t , ..... .; ...... .._...~....,_,~---

.':.a~c ern 11~.;!.de. t.!l~ t the · crene;.::r:al Aseembl.y :iJ:ielud.e . ~ tbe agellda .·Of 

its fourth session. the question of :promoting full. employment, in 

accordance tt.lth the terms of Article 55 of ~qe Charter; 

· . /"Transmits 
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··~~II\!~ to the_ Genel'al Assembly the reco1•ds o'f the discussion 

and decisions on this supject at the ninth session of the Council; 

· ~Be,!l~e .. ~t,!) . the .sec:!'G:ta:ry~el1B.i -to sublnit to ·the Gencral 
Assemb~~ the ~atest available information on: · 

"(a) The 1iorld economic situation,- concentrating particularly 
. . 

on factors which are Cl'iti~al fran.' the international· point 

of view and dra'W"..Lllg attention to international agr.eements and 

machinery already in existence which are designed to promote 

concerted action to maintain. full. employment and counter the 

international extension of any recession; . . . ' .. 

"(b) NatiorJB.l and intel"national· action to achieve or 
\ 

maintain full emplo:m1ent a,.nd economic stability." 

4. A brief account of the disct~sian on this matter at the ninth. 

session of the Economic and Social Council and of the ~ction taken by 

the ·Council is to be found in chapter n B o! the report of the Council 

to the General Assembly (A/91'2*) • 

5. The summary records of the discussion on the question of 

unemplo~ent and full emplo~.ent at the ninth session of the Economic 

and Social Council are con~~ined in documents E/SR.328-E/SR~330, 

.E/S~.332·E/SR.337 and E/SR.343. 

6. The report 1-rhich the Co\Ulcil requested the Secretary-General 

to submit to the General Assembly under resolution 221 (IX) F is now being 
J 

completed and will be di~tributed 1-rithin a few days. 

7. ·rn addition to the resolution quoted above, the Economic 

and Social CoUl'lCil adopted another (221 (JX) E) dealing '\vith the 

problems of employment and ecOn<?JlliC stability. This resolution does 

not call for any action on the part of the General Assembly but is 
. , 

reproduced belo't-r for the information of the representatives to the 

Assembly;. 
11The Economic and Social Council, 

"Having exa.mined lthe sections of the report of the fourth 

.session of the Economic and. Employment Connuission dealing with the 
-':" " 

problems of employment and economic stability,** 

"Having noted the· COll'JliUmica tion front the International Labour 

Organisation transmitting the resolution on unemployment adopted 

by, the International Labour Conference on 1 July 19~9, *** 

* See Official Records 
supplemen:t· No; 3 • 

** See E/1356 · 
*** See E/ 1381)/Bev .l 

of the fourth session of the General Assembly, 
J R • 

/"~ing no:ted 



. "!a.X:it¥a. ~~~d. further the r~pol'"t prepar~d by the: Secretariat 
on national anci. intel"national action to achieve or maintain f'ull 

' -

employ.men~ and ec~aw~c stability,* based on the replie~ of 

Governments and specialized. agencies tq the Secretary-General's . . . 
questionnaire on a~loy,me~t, 

."!le.ca~lJn.Ja .the- obligation undertaken by each Member of the 

United Nations 1n Articles 55 and 56 of the Charter to promote · 
1 

conditions of full employment, and 

"C.2,nsiderw~ that, while the recent d~l5.ne in production an~ 

emplo;yment in some cov.ntrios may turn out to be of a temporary 

cha,racter1 it is desirable tluit all countries be prepared to·deal 

'tvi th the problem of unem:plosm,ent as the necessity for such action 

arises, 

"Notes '\d th satisfaction that many of the interested ..... ....,.. 
Governments haYe o.ecJ.a.red themselves ready to put· into effect, if' 

condi.tions should warra.'lt1 suoh measures for increasing I>urchasing 

power and for promoting full employment as are appropriate to their 
j 

x:ational economies, including, for example, the extension of 

unemployment insurance~ the e~pansion of social serv~ces generally, 

public works programmes including lm-r cost housing and natural 

resources development projects, measures affecting the level ~d 

methods of ~~tion1 incentives for the encouragement of private . 
capital investment, etc.; 

" 
"Qfge~ all Governments 1 in considering meas.ures for the promotion 

of full employment, to avoid as much as possible such measures as 

are likely to result in the restriction of internat,_onal trade; 

"Invites the Secretary-General to appoint a small group of 

experts to prepare, in the light of the current world economic 

situation, a report on national and international measures required 

to achieve full emplo~IJilent1 to be 1ssued on the responsib:J.li ty of 
' 

the expert group; to give every assistance to' the~~oup of experts 

in the preparation of this report and, in particular, to keep the 

group informed of work already done or currently being undertaken 
t 

in this field by the United Nations and the specialized agenvies 1 

and to transmit the report to Member Governments; 

"Invites the Economic and Employment Commission to examine the _ 
I/ 

reJ)ort prepared by the group of experts and to sub:mi t to the Council at; • 

its next session any comments and recommendations for ~ction which 

seem to.it appropriate; 

* See B/l-378. /"Reg.U;ests 
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"~~ques.t!3 tho Secretary .. General to publfah, on e. current basis 
1 

brief but .up-to .. date l"eports on measures taken in various countries 
. . . 

for the:purpose of achieving full emplo~uent; and 
,. "Invi·tes Member Governments to assist the· Seciretary .. General ..... ·--

in every possible "-TaY in the preparation of such reports • 11 
• 

· . 

........ 




