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Note by the Secretary-General

1, The Suppl ementaly lis’c of items for the agenda of the fourth
" regwlar session of the General Asscmbly (A/96h4) , lssued on 26 August. 19&9, |
includes ‘che following two items bearing on the question of fwil ’
employmen

‘ "The observance:and implementation of Articles 55

and 56 of the Charter and in particular of 55a providing

- for the achievement of full employment and higher standards
of living: item proposed by Australia," :
"Ac'bion to achileve or maintain full employment and

ecbnom.,.c lstability., 1tem proposed by the Economic and

Social Council " ' -

2, In view of: 'the apparont similarity of the sub jects suggested
by these two items, the Secretary-Generak has rocommended to the General
Comitbtes of +the Gengaral Lssembly (A/BUR/llS} thet "the views of the
Australian Délegatidn be sough{', by the General Committee as to whether '
or not these two items could be combined or dealt with sizﬁultaneous'ly
by the cormittee to which they will be referved,"”

3« The EBconomic and Social Council; in resolution 221 (IX) ¥,
recamnended that the General Assembly include in the agenda of its
fourth session the question of promoting full ,employmeﬂ%@ In the same
resolﬁtion the Council also requested the Sscretary-General to submit
to the General Assembly the latest available information on the world
economic situation end on national and international action to achieve
- or meintain full employment, The resolutlon reads as followss

"The Iconomic and Social Council

FRocornde that the Jemsral Aesembly include in the agenda of
1ts fourth session the question of promoting full amialoyment s In
accordance with the texms of Article 55 of the Charter;
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"Irensmits to the Geneval Assembly the 'recofds of the discussion
and decisions on this subject at the ninth session of uhe Councll,
_e_a_gy_@_sﬁs the Sec-»etazvm&,anera.l $o su'bmit i,o uhe Genoral
Assembly the latest available informetion on: -
"(a) The world sconomic situation, concentratlng particularly
on factors which are critical from the international’ poin’c
of view and drawing attention to international azreements and
machinery already in existence whicl are designed to promote
concerted action to maintain full empldyment and counter the
international e}.’cens:mn of any recession,
"(b) National and. international action to achieve or
maintain full emplo:mwn and. economic stability,"
b, A brief account of the discusaion on this matter at the ninth’
session of the Eco*lomic and Social Council and of the action taken by
the Council is to be found in cha_g'ber II B of the report of the Council
' to the General Assembly (af972%),
' 5¢ The summary records of the discussion on the question of
- unemployment and full employment at the ninth session of the Economic
| and Social Council are contained in documents E/SR,.328-E/SR,330,
‘E/oR.33¢-E/SR.337 and. E/SR,343. . |
‘ 6. The report which the Council requested. the Secretary—General
to submit to the General Assembly under resclution 221 (IX) F 1is now being
completed and will be distributed within a few days, |
| 7. In addition to the resolution quoted above, the Economic
and Social Cowncil adopted another (221 (IX) E) dealing with the
pfoblems 6:5’ employment and economic stability., This :besdlution does
not call fork any action on the part of the General Assémb’ly but is
reproduced below for the information of the representatives to the

Assemblys .
"'Thwe Economic and Social Council, )
"Having oxamined the sections of the report of the fourth
session of the Economic and Employment Commission dealing with the

H‘bi‘:'"oblems of employment and economic stability,¥*
"Having noted the comnmunication from the Interﬁafoional' Labour
Organisation transmitting the resolution on wnemployment adopted
by the International Lebour Conference on 1 July 19L9, #*#%

gty '
% See 0fficial Records of the fourth session of the General Assemblv, :
Supplement Ko, 3
*¥*% See E[1356 |
#%¥%  See E/1380/Rev.l

["Having noted




. "Baving noted further the report prepared by the. Secretariat
on national and international action to achieve or maintain full
- employment and eccaomic stabiiity,* based on the replies kof
Governments and épecialize& agencies to the Secretary-General's
questionnaire en employment, ‘
"Recalling?2 the obllgation underteken by each Member of ‘the
United Nations in Articles 55 and 56 of the Charter to promote -
conditions of full emplojyment, and

"Considering that, while the recent decline in production and .

employment in some countrios nay t.u:m out to be of a temporary
character, it is desirable that all countries be prepared to deal
with the problem of unemployment as the necessity for such action
arises,

"Notes with saetisfaction that many of the interested
Governments have declared themselves ready to put into effect, if
conditions should warrant, such measures for increasing purchasing
power and for promoting full em;oloymen”c as are appropriate to their
rational economies, inciuding, for example, the extension of _
lmemploymen’c insurance, the eXpansion of social services ge nerally,
public works programmes including low cost housing and natural
resources development projects, measures affecting the level and
methods of taxation, incentives for the enoouragement of private
capital inves’cment etc.,

"y_gg_e_g all G»ove'ﬁnments , in cons:.dering nmeasures for the promotion/

of full employment, to avoid as much as poss-!ble such measures as

are likely to result in the restriction of international trade;
"Invites the Secretary-General to appoint a small group of

experts to prepare, in the light of the current world econcmic

sitﬁation, a reporf on national and international measures required

to achieve full employment, to be issued on the responsibility of

" the expert group; to give every assistance to the,;»group of experts

in the preparation of this report and, in particular, to keep the

group informed of work already done or currently being undertaken

in this field by the United Nations and the specialized acrencies,

and to trensmit the report to Member Goverrments; ‘
"Invites the Economic and Employment Commission to examine the 4

report prepared. by the group of experts and to submit %o the Council at

its next session any comments and recommendations for action which

seem to it appropriate;

| * See Ef1378, / ;'Reguesﬁs
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"Requests the Secretary-General to publish on & current ba51s
brief but upnto-date reports on measures taken in various countries
for the: purpose of achieving full emplo;ment and

"Inyites Member Governments to assist the Secretary-General

in every possible way in the preparation of such reports,”-
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