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SIGNATORJJ1:3 OF TEE CONVENTION OF 19 FEBRUARY 1925 

REL.l'tTDTG TO ~COTIC DROGS 

1, ~he Economic a.lld Social·Council, at its meeting held on 2 March 194-9, 

adopted resolution 201 (VIII), the last ~aragraph of which reads as 

follows: 

"RecollllllElnds to the Secretary-General that, in consultation 
with the Permanent Central OpiumBoard, he prepare plans for 
assessing signatories of the 1925 Conyention who are not 
Members of the United Nations for their fair share of the 
expenses of the Permanent· Central Opium Board, and submit 
such plans to the fo~h sass ion of the General Assembly." 

2. In compliance with the terms of the resolution, the following two 

alternative methods of assessment were considered: 

(i) To follow the meth~,~ed in assessing the contribution 
of Switzerland to the_exp~nses of the International 
Court of Justice, whereby the General Assembly,- on the 
recommendation of the Committee on Contributions, . 
established ~he percentage contribution to be paid -
this assessment being based on the s~e principles as 
are used for the assessment of Member States in 
apportioning the expenses of the United Nations; 

(11} To divide the signatories to the 1925 Convention which 
are not Members-of the United Nations into broad groups 
according to relative cap~city to pay, as might be 
deter.mined on a general basis with the statistical 
information on hand, and assess a fiat sum for each group 
each year, de~ending on the estfmated expenses concerned. 

3. Under method ( i) ·the assesSlllents would have to be recommended by the 

Committee on Contributions. Since, however, the matter could not be 

submitted to the Committee on Contributions untU the General Assembly baa 
given specific directives to that effect, it ws thought best, in 

consulta~ion with the ~esiderit of the Permanent Central Opium Board, to 

develop method ( ii) · so that _it could be applied as an interim measure 
. .. 

for the -year 1950 if the Assembly so desired. A document will ·be placed 
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c·~bef~(? _t~e. Permanent Q~~'fjral_ ~pi~ l3oard. ~t its me.et_i~~g be_s~_ing 
c26 September 19~-9. 
4. In develo~ing method ( ii) 1 the signatories involved have been divided 
into the gJ."oups sho~n below on a unit bas is • · It is emphasized that, a 

though these Bl;ouptngs have been determined from the s~e type of 
statistical data, to the extent available, that is·furnished by the 

Statistical Office of tP,e Unitea Nations to the Committee on Contributions, 

other factors which are, or m~ght normally be, considered by that Committee 

are not applied in this determination. 
lO·units 

': Germany • • • • e • • • • • • • • ,· o • • • • • • !Q. 

2 units 
I 

Italy ••• , ••••••••••••••••• ,, 5 
Japan, e t ~ t •. e e • • e. e t e II t C1 e. t It ....l.. 

2 uni~ 
Austria•••••e•••••~••••••••• 3 
Romania,.o~••••~••o••••••••• 3 
Spain•••o••• .. •••••••o•ll••••• 3 
Sv-ritzerland,.,, • •••• ,., •• •. •...l.. 

2 units 

Finland, ••••••••••• e•••••••• 2 
Htulcar,y,,~•••••~••coeooe4et• 2 
Irelando•o••••••••o••v•••••• 2 
Portugal•o••••••••••••••o•~·_g_ 

1 unit 

Bulgaria•••••••••••••••••••• 1 
Ceylon,,, •••••••••••••••• ~•• 1 
Liechtenstein••••••••••••••• 1 
Monaco•••••••••••••••••••••• 1 
San Marino••••••••••••~••••• 1 -

'Total uni t.s • • ••• • • 

10 

10 

12 

8 

..L 
4·5 --

:Based on these same general economic co~siclera.tions, the aboYe countries 

should pay approximately 14· per cent of the expenses of the Permanent . ... 

Central Opium Board. 

5· : :rJro:r ~he purposes o·i determining the amounts which should be recovered, 

the estimates of the direct meeting end secretariat costs for. 1950 for 

the Permanent Cerltral Opiumt,3oard 1 as set,1 out in the Budget Est:Lm.ates for 
. l 

/1950 



1950 are as follows: 
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Sect~on 3 a - Meetiri.gs,, •• • • • ••••• • • •. • ••••• •• • • •• • • •• $•39,900 
Section 20, Chapter III - Secretariat~•••••••••••••••• 53,410 

t2J,3iR, 
6. l3ased on the above est:llnated costs, the countri~. involved should 

be r~quested to contribute app1•ox:tmately .. $13,050. One unit would· equal· 

$2901 and the amounts by country '\roUld b~ as follows: 

Germany •••••••••••••• .$ 2,900 
Italy •• ,.............. 1,450 

Japan••••••••••••••••• 1,450 
Austria••••••••••••••• 870 
Romania••••••••••••••• .870 
8pain•••••••••v••••o•o 870 
Slritzel"'land.~ ••••.••• •.. 870 

r 

Finland••••••••••••••• 580 
Runcary............... 580 

Ireland••••••••••••••• 580 
Portugal•••••••••••••• 580 
Bulgaria••••••a••••••• 290 
Ceylon, •.• ~~ , , •••• , • ••• , 290 

Liechtenstein,.,...... 290 

Monaco••••••••••e••••• 290 

San Marino•••••••••••• 290 

Total, • •. ••,. e. $.-13 ,,050 ... 

7• If the General Assembly decides to approve the method developed 

above, it is suggested that the amounts shown be requested from the 

countries indicated for the year 1950, and the scales o~ future . 
assesamsnts referred to the Committee on Contributions. Alternatively,. 

the General Assembly may vish to take no action at this tfme, but to 

refer the entire matter to the Committee on Contributions for 
consideration at its next regular session, with the understanding that 

the recommendations of the Committee on Contributio~, after approval 
by the Assembly, would be applied to the 1950 expenses of the Board 
as well as those of futul~e years. The General Assembly ~ also wish 

to consider whether special considerations ex~st in vie"ir of which 

payment from a:ny of these countries should not be sough~. 

/8. In any 



6. In any resolution 'ihioh it. me.y adopt on this matter_, the Assembly 

·will doubtleeis wish to -note that the allocations made in the present 

· memorandum. should not be oonsidered a$ prej'l).dging aey assessm,ents 'ihich 

might later be det_ermined, should aJ.!3' of these countries become Member 

States of the United Nations. 
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