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A ust a a. Belarus. Bulaaria. Cameroon, Chile. Costa Rick t li 
fsec Q# 1 
Riaeria. PhilioDines. Samoa. Seneaa- Ukrai ni f 

. let Socialist ReDublics and Yugoslavia: draft 
resolution 

. . National rnstitut ions for the ototection ana 
promotion of human riau 

Recallinq the relevant resolutions concerning national institutions for 

the protection and promotion of human rights, notably its resolution 41/129 of 
4 December 1986 and Commission on Human Rights resolutions 1987140 of 
10 March 1987, 1988172 of 10 March 1988, 1989152 of 7 March 1989 and 1990173 
of 7 March 1990, and taking note of Commission resolution 1991/27 of 

5 March 1991, 

Emohasisinq the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, a/ the International Covenants on Human Rights 2/ and other 
international instruments for promoting respect for, and observance of, human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, 

11 Resolution 211 A (III). 

21 Resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 
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hffirminq that priority should be accorded to the development of 
appropriate arrangements at the national level to ensure the effective 
implementation of international human rights standards, 

Eonvinced of the significant role that institutions at the national level 
can play in protecting and promoting human rights and fundamental freedoms and 
in developing and enhancing public awareness of those rights and freedoms, 

Recoanizinq that the United Nations can play a catalytic role in 
assisting the development of national institutions by acting as a 
clearing-house for the exchange of information and experience, 

&lindful in this regard of the guidelines on the structure and functioning 
of national and local institutions for the protection and promotion of human 
rights endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 33146 of 
14 December 1978, 

Recalling the r8COmmendatiOnS contained in General Assembly resolution 
45055 and Commission on Human Rights resolution 1991/30 inviting the 
Preparatory Committee to examine ways and means by which the World Conference 
on Human Rights could encourage the establishment or strengthening of national 
institutions, 

&&g the diverse approaches adopted throughout th8 world for the 
protection and promotion of human rights at the national level, and 
recognising the value of such approaches to promote universal respect for, and 
observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

1. Tk a ion of the updated report of the 
Secretary-General on national institutions for the protection and promotion of 
human rights prepared in accordance with General Assembly resolution 44164 of 
8 December 19892 a/ 

2. Beaffirm@ the importance of development, in accordance with national 
legislation, effective national institutions for the protection and promotion 
of human rights and of maintaining their independence and integrity; 

3. ~nCOUraae8 Member States t0 establish or, where they already exist, 
to strengthen national institutions for the protection and promotion of human 
rights and to incorporate those elements in national development plans: 

I 4. Tyke- no& of the progress made in this area in the past few years 
and of the increased number and effectiveness of national institutions for the 
promotion and protection of human rights in all parts of the world: 

31 E/CN.4/1991/23 and Add.1. 
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5. Notes the efforts of the Centre for Human Rights of the United 
Nations Secretariat to increase cooperation with regional and national 
institutions; 

6. Encouraaes initiatives on the part of Governments and regional, 
international, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations intended 
to strengthen existing national institutions and to establish such 
institutions where they do not exist; 

7. Reauests the Centre for Human Rights to continue its efforts in 
order to enhance cooperation between the United Nations and regional and 
national institutions, particularly in the fields bf advisory services and 
technical assistance, public information and education in the field of human 
rights; 

8. Also reuuests the Centre for Human Rights to establish upon the 
request of States concerned, United Nations centres for human rights 
documentation and training, and to do so on the basis of established 
procedures for the use of available resources including within the Voluntary 
Fund for Advisory Services and Technical Assistance in the Field of Human 
Rights: 

9. Reauests the Secretary-General to respond favourably to requests 
from Member States for assistance in the establishment and strengthening of 
national institutions for the protection and promotion of human rights as part 
of the programme of advisory services and technical cooperation in the field 
of human rights, including national centres for human rights documentation and 
training: 

10. Sncouraaea all Member States to take appropriate steps to promote 
the exchange of information and experience concerning the establishment and 
operation of such national institutions: 

11. Affirms the role of national institutions as agencies for the 
dissemination of human rights materials and other public information 
activities under the auspices of the United Nations; 

12. Recoanizes the constructive role that non-governmental organisations 
can play in relation to national institutions; 

13. WelCOmea the convening of a workshop on this subject by the Centre 
for Human Riqhts in Paris in October 1991 as was requested in Commission on 
Human Rights resolution 1990173; 

i4. keauesrs the Secretary-Generai to Forward iilc: LtrSuiiS Gf th5t 

meeting to the Commission on Human Rights; 

15. Also requ.$& the Secretary-General to report to the Generai 
Assembly at its forty-eighth session on the implementation of the present 
resolution. 
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