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1. The CHAIRMLN (Iigeria): ' I declare open the 350th plenary meeting of the

Conference of the Eighteen-lNation Tommittee on Disarmament.

2. Sir Harold BZELEY (Uhited Kingdom): I have asked for the floor today in
order to introduce formelly on bechalf of the United Kingdom delegation a suggested

amendment to article V, paragraph 3 of the draft treaty on the non-proliferation
of nuclear weapons (ENDC/192, 193). That is the paragraph relating to the review
conference. The effect of the amendment would be to make it clear that the matters
dealt with in the nreamble’és'ﬁell as in the operative articles of the treaty were
to be subject to review after five years. ‘ '
3. As amended, the paragraph would read as follows:

"3, Five years after the entry into force_of this Treaty, a conference

of Parties to the Treaty shall be held in Geneva, Switzerland, in order

to review the operation of this Treaty with a view to assurihg that the

purposes of the Preamble and the provisions of the Treaty are being

realised.”
I believe thet that amendment is at present being circulated as a Conference
document. ;/ My colleagues will recall that the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs,
Mr. Mu]ley;suggested that amendment in the course of his statemcnt to the Commlttee
on 10 October (ENDC/PV.337, para. 52).
4.  Other proposals to achieve the same purpose have been made by other delegations,
proposals which involve a repeatiug in or transferring to the body of the treaty
undertakings which are already expressed in the preamble. In particular, there have
been proposals for an article in the treaty under which the nuclear-weapon States
parties to the treaty would commit themselves to pursue negoﬁiations with a view to
reaching agreement on further measures of disarmament. I should like to make it
clear that the suggested amendment we are introducing today is not intended to
preiudice in any way consideration of those other proposals. Our amendment and the
others to which I rcfer are not, in our view, mutually exclusive. We hope that they

will be considered together as contributions to the completion of a generally-accepted

1/ Circulated as document ENDC/203.
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(sir Harold Beeley, United Kingdom)

treaty;” The United Kingdom délegation shares with the sponsors of those amendments
the desire to see, in Mr. Mulley's words ~-
..firmer commitments from the nuclear Powers to follow this treaty
with irmediate and meaningful negotiations to secure further measures

of arms control and disarmement". (ibid.)

5. Mr. CABACGIOLQ (Italy) (translation from French): In its statement of

24 October the Italian delegation put forward certain considerations on the duration

of the non-proliferation treaty, and stressed in particular (ENDC/PV;BAl,=paras;'10—12)
that, in the interests of the treéty and its credibility, the concept of unlimited
duration contained in the present draft (ENDC/192, 193) must be reconciled with that

of a pure and simple term. - Today.I should like to revert briefly:to this impértant
question and to define more precisely the ideas underlying the Italian proposal to amend
the draft treaty (ENDC/200/Rev.l).

6. Everyone knows that the aim of the non-proliferation treaty is to avert an
extremely serious threat to the whole of mankind: the indiscriminate spread of nuclear

weapons. We have a sufficiently clear idea of the dangers connected with this threat
to induce us to make every possible effort to reduce and, if possibl?, eliminate them.”
Unfortunately that does not apply to all the alternative sblutions, both political and
technological, which the future may have in store.

7. Thus the Committee finds itself charged with the partlcularly delicate and
complex task of drawing up en instrument that could forestall any development
'likely'tOentailunpredictableconsequences. On the other hand, we must not hinder

the parties to the treaty from coping with the new conditions which will inevitably
result from scientific progress and the changing international situation.

8. To that end the Italian delegation, wishing to define clearly once again the

idea it.put forward on 24 October, considers that the best method would be to

provide that upon the expiry of a period of X years-the tewaty should be prolonged

for a -similar term, and so forth. The renewal of the treaty for an indefinite period
upon the expiry of the first term would in fact have the following dangerous |

consequences. First, the treaty, after the initial period, would cease to be'a
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(Mr, Caracciolo, Italy)

valid inétrumént capable of inducing the nuclear Powers to make fresh efforts to
achieve the objectives of disarmement. Secondly, countries which are more
technologically advanced au. might not be ehtirely satisfied with the achievements
in nuclear disarmament would be the more easily tempted to take this unique
opportunity tc withdraw from the treaty before renewing their carlicr commitments.
9. Therefore, in order to ensure that the largest possible number of countries
shall accede to the non-proliferation treaty in a spirit of sincerity and conviction,
its article VII, paragraph 1 should be re-drafted as follows: ‘
"The present treaty .shall have a duration of X years. It shall be

automatically extended for terms equal to its initial duration for those

governments which, subject to six months! notice, shall not have made

known their intention to withdraw."
10. Some delegations, quite understandably, might point out that in regard to
the requirements I have just mentioned there already exists in the second paragreph
of the same article a clause on the right to withdraw. Under that clause any party
to the treaty may decide that extraordinary events related to the subject matter of
the trecaty have jcopardized its supreme interests, and in that case may withdraw
from the treaty after giving three months! notice. In that connexion I would point
out that the clamse regarding the right to withdraw, which appears in the second
peragraph of article VII, is undoubtedly based on the need, which scems logiecal, to
enable each country to cope with unexpected and exceptionally grave situations. I
consider, however, that recoursc by a signatory State to this right would be a dramatic
move, because a whole serics of withdrawals by other signatory countries might well
follow. .
1l. On the contrary, a very different situation would be brought about by providing
for the possibility of withdrawal coinciding with the ends of the treaty's terms. In
the first place, such a situation, if it existed, would actually bc the most
effective induccment to the nuclear Powers to teke increasingly effective and wide-
ranging measures for nuclear disarmament, without which measures the non-proliferation
treaty would become useless; in the sccond place, as the end of each term drew near
there would be plenty of time to study and endeavour to meet any complaints put forward
by the parties, so as to avert their usec of the right to withdraw.
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R . (Mr. Caracciolo, Italy)

12. As the Italian delegation has repeatedly stated, and as the-Italian ‘Minister
for Foreign iffairs affirmed in his recent address to the Senate:
"Wery few governments have shown.as much solicitude and ferwvour as the

Italicn Government in searching for initiatives calculated to promote the

‘conélusion of an agreement and to encourage efforts to overcome the

+difficulties.” :
I should now like to dwell briefly on the latest of these initiatives: the one sot
forth and explained by Mr. Fanfani in this Palais on 1 August last (ENDC/PV.318).
As the Committee will certainly recall, the proposal consisted in requesting the
nuclear Powers to supply the parties to the treaty with fissile material for peaceful
purposes, in application of a specific disarmament measure and within the context
of aid to the developing countries for their economic and social progress.
13. In connexion with that proposal we havc been informed of the constructive
recactions of the govermments of various countries which have understood the true
spirit of an initiative aimed at facilitating the conclusion of a non-proliferation
agreement. The Italian delegation has hitherto. refrained from reverting to that
problem, in order to avoid any interference in the first phase of the debate which
opened with the presentation of the United States and Soviet draft treaties.:-
Novertheless, it intends to put forward its proposal in due course and in the
appropriate circumstances.
14. However, since the Committee will be obliged to present a balance-sheet
of its work to the United Nations Genéral”Assembly, the Italian delegation
considers it useful to recall once again its proposal of 1 August. Considering,
furthermore, that that proposal might constitute an important element for the
debate in the General iLssembly, my delegation would like to recommend its insertion
in the report which the Committee will submit to the United Nations, in accordance
with its terms of 'referencec, on the work accomplished dufing the present session.
15. Obviously} if we wish to cnable the United Nations General Assembly to express
a considered and well-founded judgement on our work, we must present it with a
picture as complete and constructive as possible of the various proposals which have
been submitted in order to improve the draft treaty. It will therefore have to be
informed of the amendments which have been submitted by various delegations in a
constructive spirit with the object of completing an agreement of such cepital
importance for the future of mankind. ‘
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(Mr. Caracciolo, Italy)

16. Tﬁévitaiidh deiegation believes that the various proposals for amendment
submitted by all the parties, without exception, deserve to be carefully>examined
and discussed, regardless <7 the support, morc or léss substantial, that”they have.
received during our meetings. A casc in point — the most recent -- is the amendment
just submitted by the United Kingdom representative (ENDC/203) to link the tasks of
the quinquennial cohference with the objectives laid down in the preamble to the
treaty; an amendment which Italy supports wholeheartedly. This proposal, like
others which I will not quote in order mnot to be too lengthy, testifies beyond

all possible doubt to the seriousncss and perseverahce with which the Cbmmittee

is fulfilling the tasks assigned to it. These.prOposals also cohtribute usefully
towafds making the agrecement on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons that
instrument of security end détente which is everywhere desired.

17. 1In conclusion, permit me to reaffirm a profound conviction of the Italian
delegation.. The more account the non-proliferation treaty takes of the various
States‘.legitimate requirements, of which the amendments so far proposed constitute
an important part, the more each party to the treaty will be disposed to give priority
to the advantages which will derive therefrom for the international community as a
whole and for each of its members, and to accept the inevitable burdens which that
implies. Without under-estimating the duties laid upon the co-Chairmen, we consider
that the aim of this treaty is too important for peace and collaboration between
peoples for us to risk not achieving it through failing to take advantage of the
proposals submifted by the various delegations.

18. That is the constructive spirit thch has ﬁlways guided the Italian delegation
in its activities and in which I have deemed it my duty to speak today; for I am
convinced that our work must end in the presentation to the United Nations General
Assembly of a draft treaty calculated to obtain £he largest number of sincere
accessions and helﬁing to guarantee true achievemeﬁt of the objectives of peace and

co-operation which mankind expects from it.
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The Conference decided to issue the gg;;gxigg_gggggg;ggé:
"The Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Commititee on Disarmament

today held its 350th plenary meeting in the Palais des Nations, Geneve,
~ under the chairmanship of H.E. Ambassador Alhaji Sule Kolo, representative
of Nigeria.
"Statements were made by the representatives of the United Kingdom
and Italy. |
"The delegation of the United Kingdom tabled an amendment to
the third parsgraph of article V of the draft treaty on the non—
proliferation of nuclear weapons (ENDC/203).
"The next meeting of the Conference will be held on Tuesdey,
28 November 1967, at 10.30 a.m."

The mgeti__z;_gv roge at 11 a.m.




