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The CHAIRMAN (Italy) (translation from French): I declare open the 
417th plenary meeting of the Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Comrr,ittee on 
Disarmament. 

2. V~. JAROSZEK (Poland): We have before us on the Conference table the report 
of the Secretary-General on chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons and the 
effects of. their possible use (A/7575). As the Committee knows, my delegation 
proposed at last year's session of the Co~nittee the preparation of such a report. 
The Polish delegation would therefore like to put on record its appreciation and thanks 
to both the Secretary-General and the experts for this report, which vre will carefully 
study with all the attention it deserves. We will give very careful consideration, 
both in this Committee and in other bodies of the United Nations, to the conclusions 
contained in the report and the reco~nendations of the Secretary-General. I should 
like to add the appreciation and thanks of the Polish delegation to all those .who have 
contributed to the preparation of this report, which I ar.1 sure will provide very 
important and valuable material for the work of the Committee. 

3. Mr. EDEISTAM (Sweden): The Swedish delegation also earnestly welcomes the 
report on chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons and the effects of their 
possible use. The negotiations on disarm~1ent in this Committee and in the United 
Nations have in the past been concerned chiefly with nuclear weapons. There have been 
some im.portant achievei:J.ents, but much rentrlns to be done _; and I wish to remind my 
colleagues particularly of the urgent need to reach a comprehensive test ban. 
4. .Anong our other duties the prohibition of chemical and biological weapons must 
be accorded very high priority. Certa:in~y the Geneva Protocol of 1925 is there, 
prohibiting the use in war of asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases and of 
bacteriological methods of warfare; but we should strive further. The Geneva 
Protocol must be ratified by more States. Its applicability to the totality of these 
agents has to be established without doubt; and the production and stocking of these 
weapons have also to be prohibited. We consider the work accomplished by the group 
of experts to be outstanding; and I am glad to note that a Swedish expert took an 
active part in that work. We are confident that the discussions on this important 

·item in the Connnittee will greatly benefit from the r eport. As was said by several 
speakers during the informal meeting of the Committee on tr.ds matter on 15 Hay, we 
must not foil to put forward in our forthcoming report to the United Nations General 
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Assembly sor,ie specific suggestions l ending t o ro~.listic pr ogress i n the fi eld of the 

prohibition of these horri ole ,Llf3nrlS ,.Df • .w~are •. This is cloarly e:xpec<t®d of us. 

5. Hr. CASTAl'lEDA (Nexico) (trans lation from Spanish) ; Like the delegations of 

Poland and Sweden , the delegation of Nexico is gr atified at the presentation t o our 

Committee of tho Secretar y-Genere.l 1 s r eport on chenical and ba9t~riqlogical weapon's. 

Of course, ue have not yot had, time even to read t hrough the t ·able of contents, but 

in view ·of ' the high standing of thosG who have taken part in preparing it, I am sure 

t hat i t i s a document of high quality . I am also sure that it Hill contribute to 'the 

s tudy of this very important subj e ct vJithin our Committee. 
6. In expressing gr atification a t the presentation of t lris document, I should like 

also t o voice the hope that this Committee t.r.ill s oon be i n a posit ion to tackl e this 

sub j ect directly and t o study it as a matte r of priority. Hy delegation has always 

atta ched great importance to t he considerat ion of t his specific question, and this new 

e l ement of studywill contribute, as I have said, to a better and more fruitful 

consideration of the subj ect by this Conmilttee . 

7. Mr. PORTER (Unit ed Kingdom) : I t oo should like t o expr ess the warm 

appr eciat ion of my de l e gat ion for all the work that has been pu:t _i n t o --the production 

of the Se cre t a ry-General's report by the distinguished group of sci entific consultants 

under the able chairmanship and g-uidance of Mr. Epste in. · They are t o be congr atulated 

f or achi eving this i mpor tant t ask by 1 Ju l y , t he target date set i n Gener al Assembly 

r esoluti on 2454 A (XXI II ). This i s a mat ter which particular ly i nter ests my de l egat ion , 

and I lr.nov1 that ]jlY 11iinist er , Mr. lv'lulley , will have mor e t o say ccbout it whe n he speaks 

on Thursday. 

8. t'rr . IGNATIEFF (Canada ): I t oo should l i ke t o express my del egati on Is 

appr eciation t o t he Se cretar y-Gene ral for t ho r Gpor t vJhich has been pl a ced on our table 

thi s morning . There can be. no doubt .that t he question of _banning cher.1ical and biol ogical 

weapons is one which i s arousing ove r - i ncr easing publ i c inte r es t ~nd concern i n t he 

world , , and my delegat ion , along 'ltJi t h ot her delegations her e , fully shares t hat i nter e s t 

and concern . Be caus e of t his ·the Canadian del egat i on i s pnr t i cu l2..r l y happy t o he.ve 

b een abl e t o play a pa1t last yoo.r at the Unit ed Nat ions in devel oping , i n col l aborati on 

with our Polish f riends omonc; others , t he Gener cl Asser.lbly r esolution (2454 A (XXIII)) 

'>vhich r equest ed t he Se cr et a r y-Gener al t o pr epar e t he r eport which has now been dis tri buted . 

The r epor t 1 s o.ppcarance i s e special l y t imely E'$ a means ·of informing the .· public about 
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what is involved in thGso kinds of weapons; and I know tha.t the senth1ent has been · 
expressed by same in this Comrrdttec that little progress on this important subject 

. . 
would be possible without tho report before us for reference. This difficulty has 
happily been met today. vle hope that during the r emainder of thi~ s~ifsion ·of the 
Conference our discussions will bo fruitful, so that we may be able to include some 
constructive propose.ls -- even, if necessary because of the time avail2.ble, on an 
interli11 basis -- on chemical and bacteriological (biological) warfar e in the r eport of 
this Comruittee to the next session of the United Nations General Assembly. That would 
seem to be essential for tho consideration of this important natter by tho General 
Assembly at its next session. 
9. Finally, may I pay ·a tribute, as my colleagues have done, not only to tho experts 

· who are the co-authors of this report but also to the members of tho Secretariat, and 

above all to Mr. Epstein and Ytr. Corradini, all of wham worked so very hard to meet 
the deadline imposed on them by the General Assembly r esolution. 
10. May I take this opportunity of extending a welcome, on be~alf of the Canadian 
delegation and on my own behalf., to our new co-Chnirman, Nr. Leonard, and. to the , 
delegations of Japan and Mongolia? I am particularly happy to lvolcamo Ambassador Asakai 
as the reprosentati ve of a country \-ri. th which Canada ~as po..rt:i,culnrly close and 
continually growing ties. Horeovor, Japan, as one of the r:10st t echnologically advanced 
and developed countries in the world, can be expected to make an essenti~ contribution 
to our deliberations here. I have had the pleasure also of bei ng associated with two 
distinguished r epresent atives of t ho Peopl e 's Republic of Hongolia at the United Nations 
in Now York, and know that they t _oo_.?..rXng _a const_ructivo presence to our Conference table. 

11. Mr. ASAKAI (Japan) : The J apanese del egation is happy to say that an expert 
from our c~untry who i s an authority i n this field of study participated in the discussion 
and pr epar at ion of this r eport of the SGcrotary-General on chemical a nd bacter iological 
(biological) weapons and the effects of their possible use. We had a talk with him in 
Tokyo, and I must say t hat >Je were deeply impressed by tho outstanding work done by the 
experts who participated in the preparation of this document. It is a very-important 
document and will make a gr eat contribution to the fut1.u·e discussion of this problem of. 
preventing a horrible disaster to nankind. 
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12. May I tako this opportunity to express the thanks of our delegation for the 
kind remarks made by the representative of Canada? 

13. The CHAIRMAN (Italy) (translation from French): Since no other member of 
the Committee wishes to speak, I think that, as Chairraan of this meeting, I may sum 
up the various statements that have been made by saying that the Cormnittee as a whole 
has expressed its appreciation for the report presented t o it and thanks the Secretary-
General for giving his utmost attention to the preparation of this document and for 
transmitting it to us. 

The Conference decided to issue the following communigu~: 
"The Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament today 

held its 417th plenary meeting in the Palais des Nations, Geneva , under tho 
chairmanship of H.E. Ambassador R. Caracciolo, representative of ItB~y. 

"Statements were made by the representatives of Poland, Sweden, l"-iexico , 
the United Kingdom, Canada and Japan and by the Chairman. 

"A letter dated 1 July 1969 from the Secret ~:;.ry-General to the co-Chairmen of 
the Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament was submitted, 
transmitting the Report on chemical and bacteriological (biological) we apons and 
the effects of their possible use (ENDC/254). 

"The next meeting of the Conf er ence will be held on Thursday, 10 July 1969, 
at 10.30 a.m." 

The meeting r ose at ll a.m. 


