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The CHAIEL~N (Sweden): I declare open the 149th meeting of the Conference 
of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament. 

Lij Mikael HtiRU (Ethiopia): I should like to take this opportunity to 
lv-elcome sincerely the leaders of the Bulgarian and United Kingdom delegations. 7!e 

are happy to see i!.r. J·eter Thomas and I1ir. Luk.anov participating for the first time 
in the work of this Conference. 'l.'hey will no doubt introduce a certain freshness 
into the subjects which we have been discussing here. 

f·1lr, Joseph Godber will be affectiona·~ely remembered by participants in this 

Conference for his skill in debate and his efforts, especially, in the task of 
reaching a test ban agreement. We are cognizant of his encouragement in the last 
session, when the non-aligned delegations in this Conference attempted to devise 
unfortunately without success -- an acceptable common formula which might have 
bridged ~he gap which had develop ad between the positions of the nuclear Powers. 
We wish him success in his future undertakings -- in so far, of course, as his nevr 

assignment does not put too much of a strain on his professions of peace in the 
profession of war, because it is the measure of the man that he can take the strain 
in his stride. 

I should like also to extend a warm welcome to the Special Representative of 
the Secretary-General, ~J. Protitch. 

I come now to the happy task of welcoming, on behalf of the Ethiopian 
Government, the test ban treaty (ENDC/lCO) that has already been negotiated and 
ini ti~lled and will soon be signed by the Fo.reign iiliniste.rs .of the nuclear :Powers 
in t/~oscow. The test ban treaty, though not complete, is surely more important in 
.what it includes than in what it leaves out, It impresses our delegation also in 
that its consequences, the changa of direction which it indicates, and the influence 
it can have on future r elations b etwe .m the Powers, are even more signif icant. :May 
this t est ban t reaty f ulf il the hopes of manld nd that it i s the f irs t stage which 

inaugurates a new era in the his t ory of the world, that the arms race will be 
restrained and definitely reversed, that in a world r acked with ideological conflict 

susp icions wi l l diminish , that hate-mongering between peop l es will be considered 
s t er i l e and self-destructive , and t hat the leaders of t he wo r ld wil l set their sights 

and exert their efforts to conquer the age-old . enemies of mankind -- want, indignity 
and diseas e -- from which t he great majority of the peop l es of the world still 
suffer. 
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We should not, however, be comp lacent and underestimate the area which t he 

treaty leaves out and the lingering uneasiness which the withdrawal clause engenders. 

It will be one of the tasks of t nis Conference to find ways to comp1ete the treaty 

and make it universal and watertight. 1>.s it stands it r eminds one uneasily of the 

wife of Lot, Representa-t.ive:s will no doubt remember the story of the destruction 

and overthrow of Sodom and Gomorr ah, when Lot's wife looked b ehind her and became a 

pillar of salt. I have nothing against salt, for i t savours ; but we should travel 

forward with Lot, l eaving behind us the sp iritual d evastation , t he gri ef and the 

barren expenditure of huge amounts of the world's r esources on the armaments race, 

rather than be t em:pted to linger vrith Lot 's wife on an uncomp l et ed journey. 

Our task is clear, for if underground t ests c ont inue and are indulged in to 

excess , the moral force of th~ t est ban treaty will be dissir ated and the consider-

able hop e which it has so rightly aroused will b e lost. Let us hope, t herefore, that 

the :uioscow troika will come into harnes s and that will embrac e more nations ~wd yield 

further results. 

We still have with us the problem of those who aspire t o become nuclear Powers. 

The force of the examp l e of the nucl ear £ewers which the s i gning of the p r e s ent test 

ban treaty signifies must therefore be enhanc ed. hgr e ement on certain collateral 

measures, a r ealis tic non-aggr ess i on p act bet ween the t wo nuclear f ewer b locs , 
settlements in s ensitive areas of p ossible confli ct, and businesslike negotiations 
on the n ext s t ep s to be under t aken in the pursui t of general and comp l et e disarmament , 

will have a decisive influenc e on thos e who still consider that t heir s ecurity dep ends 
up on continuing along t he road of nucl ear annament . 

The treaty has created an opportunity which must not be miss ed ; i t has intro-

duc ed an at mosphere of improved r elati ons ·that mus t not be diss i}?ated. The Ethiopian 

delegation hop es that the :pregnant moment will ~Sive birth to more settlements, and 

that the momentum whic h the treaty h a.s s et will not be allowed t o slow down. ~·re con-

gratulate the L~oscow negotiators on a job skilfully undertaken, and we look forward 

to the t~sks ahead . Among those tasks we consi der i t i mportant that t he world's 

resources tha t are now misused or.. armaments should be rationally ut ili zed to bridge 

the yawning gap b etween the p rosperous and t he p oor ah:Ltions ; f or i t i s idle t o 

s~ppose that ther e will be l csting peac e in our er a i f the l eads of t he world cannot 
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solve the urgent problem of accelerated economic development and the betterment of 

the lives of the peoples of the world. In the new perspective of the priorities 

which the conclusion of the treaty opens up; the better management of the world's 

resources is the cornerstone. It has been for long neglected, and must now be 
accorded its rightful place. 

In conclusion I want to comment briefly on the work of the ~ighteen-Nation 

Committee. In spite of the lack of progress at our meetings, we should take pride 

in the achievement of the partial test ban treaty, for this Conference has prepared 
with patience and laudable determination the soil for the sowing that has taken 
place. "Je must not only look forward to the harvest; we must also contribute to it. 

Those who considered our deliberations an exercise in futility should now realisti-
cally appraise the impact of this Conference and take their rightful places at the 
Conference table. 

liir. OBI (Nigeria): li~Y delegation would like to express its deep satisfac-

tion at the agreement recently reached in Moscow by the three nuclear Fowers to ban 
the testing of nuclear we~pons in the atmosphere, in outer space and under water. 

It is hardly necessary to point out that my delegation had for quite some time been 
convinced of the necessity for a high-level solution of this most ticklish and 
frustrating problem of the cessation of nuclear weapon tests, the solution of which 
had proved elusive. As long ago as December last year (ENDC/?V.9G, p.l3) the leader 
of my delegation, l!ir. 1:illu, called fo1· the application of the "Cuban formula" in this 
regard. We are happy to note that the I:1~oscow talks recently concluded were not 11 just 
talks" anO. that we were not faced yet again with missed opportunities. 

We are particularly happy that the rioscow talks will, we trust, result in the 
considerable alleviation of the concern, universally and justifiably felt by mankind, 

about radioactive fal l-out, et cetera. ·;"Je are happy that years of arduous and some-

times frustrating negotiation have at last borne some fruit and that the great 

nuclear Powers have now been able to heed the remonstrations of humanity, which were 
first voiced by Prime I;Iinister Nehru and by the Japanese Diet in 1954, and also at 

innumerable sessions of the United Nations General .assembly and in statements of my 

own Prime I'liinister and Foreign r£inister. We should therefore like to offer to the 
three Powers concerned and to their most able representatives in Moscow our sincere 
congratulations. 
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It is the belief of my delegation that there is hardly any need to warn 

against undue complacency or any relaxation of efforts as a result of this agree-

ment. ire are happy to note that neither the great nuclear :Fowers nor, indeed, any 

delegation here appear to be in any such danger. · This is as it should be, for, as 

Mr. Feter Thomas, the United Kingdom representative, rightly said at our last 

meeting: 
"I hope too that we shall put this partial test ban treaty, 

w~lcome as it is, in its proper 2erspactive. Clearly it will not in 

itself reduce armMlents. d oreover, it may not necessarily prevant the 

:;:>rol~feration of nuclear weapons. Gn the other hand., it could be a 

significant first ste}:"' in those directions. 11 (ENDC/PV .148, p. 16) 

i>& delegation feels that one of the directions in which this ::::artial test ban 

agreement should lead is to c.. com:;;rehensive t est oan. ·;-re trust, therefore, that 

the three nuclear Powers will continue to strive r elentlessly towards that goal. 

It is true that there is a gap between the p ositions of the two sides conc ern-

ing tests underground, but we do not think that gap is unbridgee.ble given the 
appropriate good. will and a constructive sp irit of compromise . I/.:oreover, the 

nuclear :i?owvrs now have a superabundance of ideas and suggestions, including the 

memorandum of the three African Fowers (31IDC/94), which have yet to be explored 
to tneir fullest limits. 1:~eanwhile Yte venture to hope ti1at there will be reasonable 
r estraints on underground t esting, and that the :;?resent lull in under ground blasts 

will not only continue but will be regularized soon i~ a formal comJ? rehensive 
nuclear test ban. 

Gnly a few weeks ago 1 at our last meeting before the recess, my delegation 

among others had occasion to congratuln.te the Soviet Union and the United States 

on reaching agreement (~NDC/97) on a direct communications link bet11een Moscow and 

~lashington for use in time of emergency. l.'Jow we are congratulating the three 

nuclear Fowers on reaching an agreement, banning nuclear tests in certain environ-

ments, for which we could claim some credit. Those are the only agreements reached 

so far in the course of our sixteen-odd months here; but t'iley are very significant 

and valuable agreements . indeed, all things consider ed.. In the view of my delegation 

perha:_;>s their chief value , among others, li es in this: that the agreetwnt on a 
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direct communications link was the first indication of life in the somewhat 

statuesque though imposing positions hitherto maintained by the two sides; .and 

that the partial test ban is the first tentative step tovrards the experiment in 

international coexistence which my delegation has always advocated. F'or, as my 

Foreign 1iinister stressed in iliarch 1962: 
11 ~'/e must persuade the two Power blocs to accept the principle of 

coexistence n~t only in theory but also in practice. Our world today 

vli thout the United States and the Western Fowers would be the, poorerj 

similarly, our world without the Soviet Union and the East~rn Powers 

which they represent would be the :poorer." (ENDC/PV.8 1 f.8) 

~~ delegation hopes that the two sides will derive sufficient confidence from 

this first tentative step _ tQ ma.b;e_mor.e_ vigo,ro.us strides towards ou:r .. main goal of 

general and complete disarmament. The road may indeed prove long and arduous, and 

vigorous strides will indeed be ne cessary; but happily there are various steps on 

the way from which those concerned would d e rive confidence and encouragement -- I 

mean of course steps ··represented by a coraprehensive test ban and various collaJiieral 

measures. There are indeed various collateral measures which, taken either 

separately or jointly, would go a long way towards lessening international tension 

and facilitating our task here. l:;Jy del egation has long sinc e declared i t 's elf in 

favour, among other things, of a mutually-negotiated non-aggression pact between the 
. . . 

two giant niili tary groupings of NA;l'O and the '!farsaw Tre aty, measures to reduce the 

risks of · vrar am1. to stop the proliferati on of nuclear we a:,ryons J and nuclear-free 

zones in various p arts of the world. Above all, both in this Committee and in the 

General assembly my delegation has called for a freezing of military expenditures 

and the utilization of the p roceeds for peaceful and development purposes. 

-i7e have noted with great interest the recent statements by leaders of the tvro 

sides which seem to hold out hop e s of much common ground in the field of collateral 

measures. It is the view of -my d e legation tha t the s e should be exp lored to their 

fullest limits in the cours e of tb.is session, and that without further de lay. We 

would therefore sup:po.rt the suggestion for a r e-ex amination by the co- Chairmen of our 

~greed :procedure and the mor.e orderly organization of our work, especially as r egards 

our d iscussion of collate ral !lleasures. IAy d e l egation would go even furthe r and 
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0xpress the hope that the most valuable institution of our Committee -- the 

co-Chairmo.nship -- should b 8 :put to greater use; tho.t the co-Chairmen should meet 

more frequently and regularly t o ascertain and enlc.ree what common ground therG is 

on the various collateral r;wasures, :'l.nd of course on otLar subjects, n...1d inform 

the Committee of the :;:>rogress mn.d .a . 

Before concludintr, I should like to Vi•.) lcome th~ n ew United Kingdom r e? r esenta-

tive, :Ar. £eter Thomas, 2-nd the new repres.ant.:::.tive of Eulg:::.ria, Io:"r. Lukanov. 7e 

have no doubt that they will carry on the us eful work of their p redecessors, 

L:r. Godber and Mr. Christov -- t wo a stute representatives whose wit a.nd wisdom 

we shall all miss. 

l 1ir. LUXb..NCV (Bulgaria) (trc.nsle.tion from i:1ussian): Allow me first of 

all to express to you, ; ... ~r. Chairman, and to all our colleagues, who the day before 

yesterday and today have we lc omed me as the L :;ader of the Bulgarian delegation, my 

deep gratitude, and to a ssure you that the Bulgarian delegation will co-operate , 

as always, for the successful fulfilment of the r e sp onsible tasks entrusted to 

us by the United Nations. 

The Bulgarian del ega.tion joins all those h e re who have we lcomed the initia lling 

of the treaty b anning nuclear t ests in the atmosptwre, in oute r space and unde r 

water. All advocates of mutua l understanding between :!_')eop l .:: s and States, all 

n.dvocn.t e s of peace, duly r.ppreciato tho efforts of the Govern:nents of tae Sovie t 

Union, the United ~Cingdom c.nd the United States of Americ :::-, which have l e ad to the 

initialling n.nd forthcoming signature of this treaty. "Vle highly v alue the eff orts 

of the d e legations of the three g r eat :Fowers re~J res ented here, which over a long 

:;Jeriod of time have p r e:i_)ared the wo.y for the conclusion of this long- awo.ited treaty. 

VTe l1op e thoy will continue the ir efforts in the future with still g r eat e r succ ess. 

The week that has pes sed sinc e t b.e d 8-y the jlireaty was initialled h a s shown that 

this event has gladd0ned tllG ::_:>eop l es of all continents, lJeopl e of different political 

convictions, b e liev e rs and atheists all who d esire the r e laxation o.nd l ess ening 

of tension in the wo:;_~ld and are anxious for the maintenance of peace . Once again 

it has b ecome evident tho.t this is the stand of the overv;helming majority of mankind, 

whose united efforts can l e2.d to the esto.blishment of lasting peacG. 
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The Government of the People's Republic of Bulgaria considers that the 

initialling of the treaty on a partial cessation of nuclear tests is a success 

for the forces of peace throughout the world, a success for that policy of peaceful 

co-existence between States with different social systems, which is so ardently and 

persistently defended by the 1 eader of the Soviet Government 1 f!ir. Illirushchev. The 

usefulness of a treaty, albeit partial, for the cessation of nuclear tests is seen 

above all in the fact that it puts an end to that con.tamination of the atmosphere 

by radioactive substances which has represented something hitherto unprecedented in 

the history of mankind -- an attack on human life carried out by military weapons 

in peacetime. It is well known that even the most menacing of all the. so . .,...c&clled 

conventionm arms do not cause harm to the health of hwnan beings or depriv~ them of 

life during tests at military testing grounds for purposes of study. Only nuclear 

weapons have lethal consequences when they are tested. The cessation of nuclear 

weapon tests can be considered a step towards the final elimination of these 

weapons. 

Once again the possibility of mutual understanding between :&.st and West in 

favour of peace has been demonstrated. Once again the "theoreticians", whb for 

years have poisoned the minds of people in many Western countries by trying to prove 

that no questions of an international character can be settled by peaceful means 

with communist governments, have been proved wrong. Thanks to the signing of the 

l,,ifoscow treaty on the cessation of nuclear tests, favourable conditions are crev,ted 

for stopping the spread of nuclear weap ons, thus reducing the risk of c thermonuclear 

war, which would obviously break out if an ever-increasing number of States possessed 

nuclear weapons. Now that the international atmosphere has improved, there are still 
more favourable opportunities for further agreements between East and West on the 

most important international questions on the settlement of which depends the main-

tenance of peace throughout the world. il.ll this gives great political significance 
to the Moscow treaty. 
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T.'hile resolutely supporting the agreer.1ent on the prohibition of nuclear tests, 

and expressing its readiness ~lso to accept formal coffiQitments 1n this regard, 

the People's Republic of Bulgaria ~lso expresses the ho~e thc.t all governments 

will accede to the Moscow treaty within the shortest possible time, so as to cree.te 

the necessary conditions for passing on as soon as :_Jossiblc to the next steps air:1ed 

at eliminating the danger of war. It is clear to us that the treaty on a partial 

cessation of nuclear t ests is only an initial ste?· however useful it may be, 

tha-~ treaty still does not mean a slowing-down of the ar ms race, as was pointed 
out by i',ir. Khrushchev in his intervi .:3W with the correspondents of ?ravda and 

Izvestiya (El®C/103) and by President KeD~edy in his statement of 26 July 1963 

(ENDC/102) • 

But the Bulgarian people and its leaders have never been and never will be 

maximalists in the struggle for peace, in the sense that they have never taken t he 

stand of "all or nothing". Basing ourselves on that, w-a cannot o,gree with those 

who consider that, as the po,rtial treo,ty initialled in Uc scow is not a full 

guarantee against war, ther e is no point in approving it, or with those who assert 

that, if immedia t e disarmament cannot b e o,chieved, the r e is no sens e in striving 

for it and that one should ann as completely as possible and acquire one's own 

nuclear weapons at any cost. Our :point of vi ew is different. We consider that in 
the struggle for disanmuaent o,nd the ;v.a.intem·.nce of peace it is necessary to show 
all the patience necossary in ord;.;r to open the ey es of everyone a nd to unite all 

the fo rcesfor peac e in an irresistible bloc-- that is, in an irresistible bloc 

capo,bl e of coupellinr even the ener.1ies of pea.ce to acce:,?t, even if not at onc e , 

general and complete disannament under international control for the maintenance 
of peo,c e on earth for all time . 

The Bulgarian delegation availed itself of the r ecess in the work of our 

Comraittee which has just ended to inform our public op inion in greater detail of 

the r esults of the disarmoment negotiations. In keeping with our custom of not 

p~ssing over facts in silence and of ca lling a spade a spade, we reported to the 

Bulgarian :people ths.t the time-limi t assigned to our Comrni ttee for the p reparation 

0f a draft treaty on rseneral and comiJlete disarmament under strict international 

control had long since co me to an end, but the Cornmi ttee 1 s work h~d still made 

hardly any advance. Beine well awcre of the p eace-loving efforts of all the 
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socialist countries, the Bulgarian people are convinced that the reason for the slow 

progress of our negotiations in Geneva cannot have anything to do with the ~ositions 

of the socialist States. This is borne out by many facts which show that, in the 

Soviet Union and the other socialist countries, and to a considerable extent in the 

non-aligned States, in the six weeks during which our Committee was in recess there 

was particularly strong ~ropaganda and practical activity aimed at improving the 

international situation. 
Let us recall some of these facts. Thus, some countries of Northern Europe 

especially discussed the question of the maintenance of ~eace in north-east Europe, 
in the Baltic Sea region. At the same time, the representatives of the Balkan States 
came together in Bucharest to discuss how best to ensure mutual understanding in 

that part of Euro~e which in the past was called the powder-keg of Europe, how to 

bring about the declaration of this region as an atom-free zone, and how best to 

support the Soviet ini ti.ative to rid the area of the i;Iedi terranean Sea of nuclear 
weapons and bases, including mobile bases. At the same time, the representatives 
of many African countries stressed once again their desire to see their peoples 

freed from all vestiges of the colonial system and from all neo-colonialism, and to 

guarantee atomic neutrality for the African continent. At that same time, women 
representing more than llC peoples gathered together in :i!J~oscow to express the longing 
. . 
of all mothers, wives and sisters to see mankind freed from the threat of another 
world war. 

During those six weeks Mr. ZhrusLehev, in several exceedingly important state-
ments, made nevr spec i fic and r ealistic proposals t o the ~7os t ern countries aimed not 
only at further improving the international climate but also at the practical 
normalization of tho world situation through the r emoval of unresolved questions and 
the implementation of measures which would make the sudden outbreak of a new world 
conflict impossible. 
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In view of these circumstances, we must state that the conditions for the work 

of the Zighteen-Nation Committee ar<':! now much better than they were at th.a start of 

its wor~. In addi-~ion to the agreed principles of general and com;;lete disarmament, 

the :::oarticipation in our Committe e of representatives of eight non-aligned States 

from various continents, the detailed Soviet draft treaty on general and comp lete 

disarmament under strict international cc rd:,rol (3 NDC/2/ Rev .1), a treaty which in our 

opinion is irreproachable in its form, content and clearness of purpose -- in 

addi ·i:.ion to thes e favourable conditions 1 in which the Eighte en-Nation Committee 

began its work more than a year ago,t.here are now the new prop osals of the socialis-t 

States concerning measures the discussion of which can be started immediate ly in the 

interests of peace, as well as the agreement; reached in i'{oscow on the c e ssation of 

nuclear tests in three environments. "'.'!c b eliev e that all this will give a new 

impetus to our work and speed up its yrogrcss so as to fulfil the im? crative demand 

of the p eoples, ex-_fl ressed in the United Nations Charter 1 that there should b e no 

more war on earth. 

'lhe Bulgarian peop l e , and tho Government of the ?eople 1 s ?..ej?ublic of ::Julgaria 

impl ementing the will of its p eople, have s ent the ir d e legation this t ime with cate-

goric instructions to exert eve ry effort, modes·;:, though it may be, to achieve a 

succ essful solution of this vi tal p roblem. ~'le have always c onsider ed t hat t h ere is 

no oet-~er means of eliminating the danger of war than doing away with the physical 

possibility of waging war through t he achi ev ement of gen eral and compl et e d isarmament 

under strict ir.ternational control. ~'!e have always conside r ed that the r e is no 

b ette r means of cre ating conf idence amen&; State s than the assuranca that y our n e i gh-

bour cannot cause you any military harm, for the sirn:;l e r eason t hat he do es not 

poss ess the means of d o ing so, b ecause h e is disarmed. 

The conditions in which wo.: are resuming our work coml)el us, in our opinion, in 

addition to p r eparing a draft t r e aty on g en eral and com:;::> l e t e disarmament, to d eal 

with the discussion and adop tion in :;:>rincip le of the following r; ro:;_:J osa ls by r..;r, 

:Jwush chev: the p ropos a l f or the conclusion of a non-aggr ession p act b e tween the 

States parti e s to the Warsaw 'l'reaty and the State s p artie s to the North .idlantic 

Treaty (2 NDC/77) ; the p ro:p osal for the r eduction of the armed f orc e s of t h e United 

States and the Soviet Union r e sp ective ly in the Fdderal Re]Jublic of Germany and in 

t he German Democratic Rep ublic ; t h e p roposal that t he Sovi e t Union and the United 
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(lvir. Lukanov, Bulgaria) 

States of America should exchange military missions to be assigned to their armed 

fo~ces stationed in the German Democratic Republic an~ the Federal Republic of 
Germany respect~vely1 the proposal to freeze or reduce the military budgets of 

States; and the proposal for observation posts in ~laces where it would be possible 

to concentrate armed forces for carrying out a surprise attack. It is self-evident 

that the Bulgarian delegation is particularly in·iierested. in the discussion of 

proposals for atom-free zones, bearing in mind sp ecifically the proposal made some 
years ago for an atom-free zone in the region of the Balkans and the. Adriatic Sea, 

and now the proposal for tl~e denuclearization of the vrhole region of the Medi t 0rranean 

Sea (BNDC/91, p.6). ~e app eal to all representatives to adopt such an agenda for our 
future work. 

I have stated and briefly substantiated the main principles of my Government's 

declaration of 27 July 1963 in connexion vri th the j'Jloscow treaty on tho cessation of 
nuclear tests. I shall conclude with the following quotation from that declaration: 

"The Bulgarian Government is willing to participate in this treaty and 
hopes that it will come into force in the very near future". (ENDC/108, p.2) 

i.·,;r. de CASTiW (:Jrazil) (translation from French): I should like to take 
up a few moments of this meeting to make a very brief statement. 

It is with the deepest and most heartfelt satisfaction that I have the honour 
to inform the members of this Coramittee that the Brazilian Government has just 

dAcided officially to sign the treaty initialled in Moscow on the cessation of nuclear 
tests in the atmosphere, in outer spac e and under water. This decision of my 
Goverrunent's is merely the formal consecration of the attitudes and positions which 
~ country has always taken up with r egard to this grave problem of nuclear tests. 
The communication which I llave the honour to i mpart to you today expresses my 

country's constant desire to make i ts modest contribution in full awareness of the 

importance of this treaty for the survival of mankind. In adopting this attitude, 

Brazil considers it is accomplishing the very least of its obligations in view of t he 

supreme importance of the survival of mankind; and it is optimistic enough to hope 

that all the countries of the world will acc ede to this treaty i n the interests of 
the human community. 
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I take this opportunity to congratulate ell tha memb ers of our Cor:1ui ttce on 

Disarmament, and in particular the re:Jresenta tives of the throe Powers which met 

in i:Aoscow, for the statements they have made in our Conuni·~-08e clearly and distinctly 

showing a spirit of cordi8,lity and mutual und.:Jrstanding, which I consider en esson-

tial condit ion for the succ e ss of the negotiatiorLS. \le she:uld all bo delightec1 and 

full of hope on perceiving that there has b een a c oml) l ot c change of cliraate , th.:: 

hard wint0r of th.::: cold war having b een rep lac vd by t he warnth of constructiv.c: 

co-existence. 'f!e should take advantage of this warmth to build tho true eC.ifice of 

peac e which will support our ho:pes f or the future of mankind. 

I also take this op:pcrtuni ty t o welcome ii:.r. ?eter Thomn.s, the United Kincdot:l 

representative, Mr. Lu1mnov 1 t he Bulgarian rep rcsentativo , and Mr. :trotitch, the 

special representative of the Secretary-General. 

The CI-;AIRi~lAN (Sweden): I should like to inform the Committee that I have 

been apj_)roached by the t'"o co-Chair:nen wi t:O. the suggestion that our work should be 

suspended next week during the Foreign idnisters 1 Conference in i,losccw, and t hat we 

should me e t again on i';ionday, 12 .August. Are there any corrunGnts on this suggestion? 

i't~r. BUF..NS (Canada): Cf c ourse , ov erybody is very happy to l earn thn.t the 

test ban treaty is to be signed in r.!oscow early next week, a nd I t h ink o.ll of us 

are ha::;py also ti:at the re should be a brief rec ess of this Conference to enable J Ur 

co-Ci1airmen, i:;ir . Tsara:?kin and r,:r. Stelle, to b o ) r e s ent a.t thnt s i gning. :'!e nll 

r ealize .h ow long they have been lf',bouring in this vineyard, so to speak , and we are 

glad that they should b e :J r os ent at what mieh-t peri1a::;> s ba celled the vintage . 

It might have be em a li ttL~ difficult to und0rsto.nd this suggestion in the light 

of t he indications by del egc.tions which have spoken s o far that we should strike: 

while the iron is hot and carry on our work here with ene r gy . Nev erthe l e ss, we d o 

think and hope that, as the two co-Chairmen are to go to i'1~oscow and will have access 

to the Foreign i'liini s t e rs and other high official s of their t -,vo countries, as we ll as 

to the Foreign Se cre t ary and officials of the Unitvd lungdom , they might~ that time 

be able t o consult togeth er end pre~arc firm p r oposals t o put to the Conference when 

we r e-ass embl e on 1 2 i~ugust . 
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... ~· .. . · ·~ 

We shall not have very.mu'Ch""time left·· ·th-~iJ. b~f~;e ·;e break up again for the 

General .h.ssembly -- as it seems to be generally accepted we should do -- 1 . and if we 

are to make progress the first essential is to knew what we are going to talk about 

and on what we are going to negotiate. The Canadian delegation feels that our task 
would be facilitated if our co-Chainnen were to devote some time when in Moscow to 

consultations together iu order to have an agenda to put before us. 

~!e would close by wishing the co-Chairmen an enjoyable trip which will not. be 

all hard work. 

The CHAIRMAN (Sweden): There appear to be no further statements or 

comments. That being so, I am :· not ··sh±--&· how··to-·i-nterpret the silence. If I mis-

interpret it 1 I hope the Commi ttec will understand that I am speaking on my own 

behalf in s!l.ying a few words on this suggestion. 

I believe we have not always felt that politics and politicians were helpful 

to our work. The Conference has witnessed p vriods of stress and frustration when 

we~ ns a body, have nevertheless tried not to lose ho:pe of continuing useful work 

and even of influencing yoli ticans to malre greater and more serious efforts in the 
field of disarmament. The v ery existence and composition of th~Conference is a 

guarantee and implies a duty for us to swim -- if necessary alone. In this instance, 

however, we may safely assume that serious, honest and useful efforts will be mado in 

Moscow by the Foreign l1;i.nisters of tl1e three fsTeat Powers in connexion with the 
signing of the treaty. 

Thus a short break in 0 1.lr work, in the circumstances referred to by the 

co-Chairmen, may be not only acceptable but advisable. Speaking on behalf of the 

Swedish delegation, I support the suggestion of a rec ess during next week. I join 

with the Canadian representative in wishing the co-Chairmen bon voyage and hop e that 

we shall be able to welcome t hem back with p ractical and positive suggestions for 

our future agenda. 

If there are no further comments, I take it that we agree with the suggestion 

submitted to us by the .-:: a-Chairmen, and that we shall meet again on Monday, 

12 August. 
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Tlw Confcrenc e decided to issue the f ollowing communiguc: 

"The Conference of the Eightccn-Nc.tion Committe e on Disarmament today 

held its on e hundred and forty-ninth :p l em·,ry 1.1eeting in tha F'alais d e s 

Hations, Gen eva, unde r tl1e cha inaanship of 3aron von Flaten, representative 

of Sweden. 

"Statm~1ents wero made by t he r e:; r e s ent2.tivos of ::!:thioiJia, Nigeria, 

Bulgaria, Bra zil, Canada and Sweden. 
11 'I'h c noxt rueeting of t he Confer enc d will be he ld on ~->.londa.y, 12 August 

1963, a t lC.3C a. n ." 

The 1.1ec ting ros a at ll.2C a.m. 


