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f'he CHAIRMAN (Paldsta.n): I declare open the 446th plenary meeting of the 
-·~ . • ·- .. ·· • ·• • •• . •. • ! ., .. . · -· • 

Conference of the Comnittee on Disarnament, 

2. Mr • .?..OSHChiN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translation frora Russian): 

The Soviet delegation considers that its duty is to inform the members of the Coruiittee 

of the announcem.ent :made in Moscow and Hashington on 25 October concerning the forth­

coming Soviet-United States strategic am.s linitation talks. The co:r.niliucation reads 

as follows: 

11Confirrill.ng the agreer:J.ent reached earlier to enter into negotiations on 

curbing the strategic armaments race, the Governments of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics and the Dnited States have agreed that specially-appointed 

repre st::ntatives of the Soviet Union and the United States \-tili meet in Hoisinld 

on 17 Novenber 1969 for prelirJinary discussions on the questions involved." 

3. In connexion with the agreement reached on the aforesaid negotiations between the 

Soviet Union and the United States, we should like to emphasize that the Soviet Union 

attaches great importance to steps aimed at curbing the strategic arms race. We express 

the hope that the forthcoming negotiations 'will contribute to sabring an important 

problem of the present day, namely to put an end to the nuclear arms race. There is 

no doubt that if that arms race could be curbed, those who would benefit thereby would 
-

be ,not only the Powers possessing such weapons but all the States of the world, since 

international security would be greatly strengthened. 

4. We note with satisfaction that this view is shared. by the participants in the 

Committee on Disarna::1ent, who in their statcnents have repeatedly stressed that the 

question of curbing the strategic arns race is of great importance Jrom the point of 

view of solving other disarT:~ent problems and improving the international atmosphere. 

5. JVJ.r. LEONARD (United St~tes of America): I ain pleased to join the representative 

of the Soviet union in drawing the attention of this Cor:JBittee to· the announcement made 

on Saturday i~ Moscow and in Washington concerni~g the negotiations between our two 
,f', 

Governments on curbing the strategic arn.s race. 

6. In the course · of our discu.ssions at this session of the Connittee, ··a nunber of 

delegationc have connented upon the najor positive significance which these 'bilateral 

talks could have. I an confident that r;ry colleagues around this table are· QS pleased 
I; 

as is the Ur...ited States delegation that the ti::ie and place for beginning these 

negotiations have now been fixed. This announcenent signals' an inpo.rtant step in the 
; ! . 
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(Mr. Leonard, United States of A.~-:lerica) 

field of disarr~ent, a field to which the members of this Conmittee have devoted and 

are continuing to devote their energy, their intelligence and,what is sometines a 

particularly important quality, their patience. 

7. The CHAIID1AN (Pakistan): With t he permission of my colleague s, I should like 

to make a brief statenent i n my capacity as Chairnan. I an sure that I ar1 expressing 

the sentiments of all the nembers of this Corni:littee in congratulating the Gove.rnnents 

of the United States of America and the Soviet Union on their agreement t o begin talks 

on 17 November in Helsinki on the limitation and . r eduction of strategic nuclear weapons. 

8. As all of us know, many members of this Committee have expressed the hope that the 

two Governnents concerned vmuld enter i nt c these t alks at an early date. lie earnestly 

hope that the talks will be successful and will lead t o agr eements that will r educe 

international tension and -...Till r emove the danger t o mankind of the threat of a nuclear 

arms race . We hope that the Cormdttee on Disarn~ent will be kept informed, as is 

appropriate , on the progress in the talks between the Goverm1ents of the United States 

of America and the Soviet Union. 

9. Hr. IGNATIEFF (Canada): In those days when the Coamttee has been given t o 

celebrating technol ogical achievements in the heavens -- and I taka the oc.casion to 

associate myself. with the admiration expressed here t o our Soviet colleague s in regard 

t o the recent exploits of the Soviet cosnonauts in their heavenly "troika" -- i t i s 

indeed a pleasant change t o mark such an outstanding achi evenent r el at ed to the efforts 

to cont r ol the i l l effects of technology on earth in t he cor.mon i nter ests of all of 

h 1ltli.lni t y • 

10. I agr ee with you, Mr. Chairman, t~at thi.s occasion should not go unnoticed and I 
. .- :. 

take pleasure in expressing on behalf of , the Canadian del egation gr atification that the 

nations r epresented her e by our co-Chairmen have decided now on t he time and t he pl ace 

f or proceeding wit h the se i nportant talks. Their significance , as our co-Chairnen 

have stressed, can hardly be overestimated . The Prine Minister of Canada , opening a 

debate on nati onal policy in the House of Co:rn.1ons on 24 October t hat i s , tho day 

bef or e this l1appy announcenent -- had t hi s t o say: 

"No si ngl e internat i onal activity r ate s higher pri ority, in t he opi ni on of 

the Canadian Governnent, than the pursuit of effect ive arr.1s control and arns 

limitation agr eenents . Canada r efuses t o subr!lit without prot est to the pr esent 
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nuclear hegeoony. It is deeply concerned at the . failure ,of i:r.1.portant nuclear 

Powers -- · the Soviet Union, · the United States, China and France -- so far t o 

ratify the non-proliferation Treaty!{ article VI of which binds parties t o 

negotiate in good f aith on measures leading t.:J the cessation of the nuclea r arms 

race, to nuclear disarnaiP.ent Ftnd t o general artd complete disarmambnt.~ ... At the same 

til!le that ratification is delayed, the development of nultiple warhead r o ckets 

continues in two of these countries; a development which could nake satellite 

inspe ction in verification of arms control agreements impossible. The world now 

stands at e crossroads which, if passed unwisely, could lead t o the destruction 

of Llankind." 

11. I an sure that many .nillions of peopl,e .not only in Canada bu~ in other parts of the 

world f eel a sense of relief that strategic arms limitation talk~ (SALT) are t o begin 

and will follow the development of these talks .with intere st and conce rn, and with the 

sincerest Hish f or their success in what .nay be, as Hr. Leonard said, one of the most 

important steps in the direction of nuclear disarmament. 

12. In conclusion, permit me to ask that, when . considering the draft .;~eport which ha~ 

been circulated and is now befor e us, the co-Cha irmen, in addition t o recording the 

f act that many members expressed the hope that these bilate r al dis cussions should start 

at an early date, as they do on page 7 of .that report, should at least consid~r adding 

a f ootnote t o the -effect that those talks wer~ planned t o .start on 17 November. 

13. Mr. PORTER (United Kingdon): On behalf of ny delegation 1 · should like t o say 

how nuch we welcone the r e cent announcement on Si\LT: that specially de sfgnat'ed 

repre sentatives of the Unite d States and the Soviet Union are t o meet in He·lsinki on 

17 November fo r a prelinino.ry discussion on the quest ions involved in the · liuitati on of 

strategic arr.1s. 

14. We r e cognize of course that these t a lks are only a beginning,· talks about talks, 

and tha~ the negotiation proper will call f or great patience from both participants and 

non-participants. · But the out cone could affect the security of all of us. Much is at 

stake , and we wish the ne gotiations eve ry success. 

J} ENDC/226* 
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15. The CHAIRMAN(Pahstan): As representatives are aware, the r evised draft 

r eport of the co-Chairnen \.Jt:. s circulated yesterday. I understand that the co-Chairmen 

would like the r eport t o be discussed and wc,uld pref er that t c be dcne at an infornal 

neeting when this forrJal neeting has ended. 

16. Mr. CARACCIOLO (Italy): I wonde r whether it night not be nore useful, if 

there is to be a discussion , t o hold it in an cfficial meeting so that we shall not 

have t o repeat what is said inforrnally at a later f ormal neeting. I therefore suggest 

that we proceed with the f ornal meeting. 

17. Mr. LEONARD (United States of America) : I think that the suggestion of the 

representative of Italy is quite in order; but the co- Chairmen had thought that, since 

this report is a partial one of which a preJ,.iminary discussion is proposed,- it would 

perhaps be preferable f or that discussion t o be informal and f or the subsequent 

discussion which will obviously have t o take place when the conplete r eport is 

available to be held at a f ormal neeting, if delegations so wish. 

18. The CHAIRMP.N (Pakistan) : If there ar e no objections, I take it that that 

suggest i on is acceptable to the Combittee. 

19. I will now read the draft connuniqe: 

"The Conference of the C01:rr,ri. tteo on Disarnar.1ent t oday held its 446th 

plenary Deeting in the Palais des Nations, Geneva, under the chairnanship 

of H.E. Anbassador Kanaluddin Ahmed, r epr esentative of Pakistan. 

"Statements were made by the Chairr.an and by the representatives of 

the Soviet Union, the United States of America, Canada, the United Kingdon 

and Italy. 
11The next neeting of the Conference will "be held on Thursday, 30 October 

1969, at 10 .JO a.m. 11 

20. Er . HUSAIN (India) : I notice , Mr. Chairinan, that yDu nention in the draft 

coruaunique that the next meeting of the Comnittee will take place on Thursday. I am 

a little concerned to hear that, because last week we had the inpression that the 

revised draft of the sea-bed treaty (CCD/269/Rev.l ) would be available to us early 

this week. If the next meeting is to take place nn Thursd~y, I do not see how we can 
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finish our work before 31 October. We are now about t o discuss the draft report in 

informal meeting, and I vmuld therefore be· interested to kriow what the intentions of 

the ~o-Chaimen are, whether this matt~r is t o be postponed until Thursday, · and whe the:r' 

it is intended t o sit beyond 31 October in order t o conclud~ our work here. 
\ 

21. Hi< PORT:E:R (trill ted Kingdom) : 
. . . . -•... 

I would iike to support . •~hat my Indian 

colle.ague has just said; ' but I take it that, even if the cor.nnunique refers t o Thursday; .! 

tha~ will not prevent a meeting being called f or t onorrow, shall we say, if that is 

thought suitable. 

22. .' . . Mr. ROSHCHIN (Unio,n of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translation from Russian): 

I think that the best way we could choose at present in order t o fix the pr0ced'ure f or · .. 

our future 1-TOrk Hould be the adoption of the corill:ru.nique which ha s just been :cead out; 

but with the underst~nding that tll~ members -()t the Co~Jittee "will meet toBorrow if the 

co-Chairmen, through. ~he Secretariat, request then to do so. He hope that the co­

Chairmen will be able very shortly to submit a revised draft treaty taking into a ccount 

the discussion that has taken place in the Committee. At the present nonent it does 

not seem t o us possible t o say guite definitely that we shall be able t o aeet t omorrow. 

We should therefore like t o ask .the members of the Comnittee t o" be prepar ed t o meet 

t omorrow if the co-Chairnen request them t o ·do so . 

23. }11·. HUSAIN (India ): I an very grateful t o 1tr •. Roshchin ·f or indicating t.h.at . 

we L1BY have :1 neet ing t orJ.orrow and that the Secret ariat v.rill infGr n us about it . That 

discussion would r elate t o the r evised ._draft of the· J~.$-~--::bE:l d treaty. 

24. I would now like t o cla rify the position with regard t o the draft report, which 

we a r e going to discuss infornally. At what stage wi ll that report be discussed in 

f ol'L1al I'leeting f or adoption? Hill that be befor e or after the discuss i on of the 

r evised draft treaty, and when is it intended to produce the f ornuli draft of the 

report f ollowing the informal discussion? 

25. Mr. LEONARD (United States of .fu.:1erica): The co-Chairmen f eel that, if it 

wer e po~sible f or us t o have a neeting t onorrow, at which the question of t he sea-bed 

treaty would be further discussed , it would be appr opriate t o have a neetinc on Thursday 

-- which could be f orrlal or inforrJal as the riembel'S of the Conraittee n i ght wish -- f or 
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a further discussion of the report. Of c~mrse the report would be circulated as a 

revise d and complete draft in tine t o cive t he nenbe r s of the Co~~~ttee a n opportunity 

t o study it bef ore the n eeting on Thursday. 

26 . 11:c. ROSHCHIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Ro-;wblics ) (t r anslation f ron Rus sian): 

I serely ui sh t o s ay that t he final r eport should be adopted afte r the co;,:ql etion of the 

discus sion e n the draft treaty on t he sea-bed . Before the coElpletion of the discussion 

on that que stion, it seem; t o ne that the Conni tt eo we;uld not be in a position t o adopt 

the final t ext of the r eport. 

27. Nr. HUSAIN (India): In view of the clarificat ion given by t he co-Chairraen, 

I think that the tine-table a nd procedure suggested, if adher ed t o , should do very well. 

The Co nference decide d t o issue the f ollowinp; connunigue : 

11The Conference of the Con:clit tee on Disarnanent t oday held its 446th 

plenary neeting in t he Pal ais des Ne.tions, Ge neva , under the chairnanship 

of H.E. }ulbassador Karmluddin Ahirred, r eprese ntative of Pakistan. 

11Stat ene nts we re T:lade by t he Chairnan a nd by the represe nt atives of 

the Union of·Soviet Socialist Republics, the United States of ~~erica, 

Canada ~ the United Kingdon, Italy and India. 

"The next meeting c: f the Conference will be held on Thursday, 

30 October 1969, a t 10.30 a.m." 

The meeting r ose at 11 a .:n. 


