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Lett~r dated 8 April 1987 from the Permanent Representative
of Pakistan to the United Nationa addressed to the

Secretary-General

Further to our letter of 2 March 1987 (A/42/161-8/18734), I have the honour to
draw your attention to the messaqe of 26 March 1987 addressed to you by
Mr. Abdul Wakil (see A/42/187-S/18763, annex), makinq baseless a11eqatione that
Pakistan has used intimidation and other measures to prevent the Afyhan refuqees
from returninq to Afqhanistan. Pakistan reiects these unfounded a11eQations and
condemns the frequent abuse of the United Nations forum by the Kabul authorities
for makinq false propaqanda.
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More than three million Afqhan refuqees, representinq the world's larqest
concentration of refuqees, have Bouqht shelter in Pakistan. These refuqees, who
constitute a substantial portion of the Afqhan population, have not left their
homelanrl at the instiqation or invitation of Pakistan. They have been forced to

, flee their homes because of persecution and the intoler~hle conditions created by
the seven-year-old foreiqn military occupation of Afqhanistan.

The international community, which firmly opposed the occupation of
Afqhanistan, has repeatedly called for the immediate withdrawal of the foreign
troops from that country. The international community has also expressed its
sympathy with the millions of uprooted Afqhans, mobilized resources with a view to
alleviatinq their hardships, and called for the creation of conditions under wllich
they could return to their homes in safety and honour.

Pakistan would lik~ to oee the earliest return of the Afqhan refugees to their
homes in safety because their presence is an enormous responsibility and a huqe
burden on its limited resources. They are free to return whenever they so desire,
hut Pakistal' cannot push them into Afqhanistan against their will. The established
humanitarian obliqations forhid Pakistan to take such action.

It is easy to understand why the Afqhan refuqees who have fled from their
tand, on account of persecution and foreiqn militarv intervention, are not willing
to qo back to their countrv until the realization of a settlement ensuring the
party withdrawal of foreiqn troops, hrinqinq this intervention to an end, and
creatinq conditions for the safe and voluntary return of the refuqees. In the
ahsence of such a settlement, these refuqees find little encouragement to return to
Afqhanistan. The pronouncements of a reqime, sustained hv foreiqn troops inspires
little confidence among them.

The fact that seven to eiqht thousand Afghan nationJls are still pouring into
Pakistan every month is a resoundinq refutation of the charqe that Pakistan Is
preventinq the Afqhan refuqees from returninq to their country. Even inside
Pakistan, thesp. refugees have hecome the victims of ruthless air attacks bv Afghan
military aircraft, as a result of which hundreds are killed and many more ln1ured.
Kahul cannot deceive the international commL:nitv by protestations when its military
aircraft continue to bomh refuqee camps inflictinq death and devastation on this
uprooted mass of humanity.

Several international orqanizations, as well as the United Nations Hiqh
Commissioner for Refuqees, are fully enqaqed in efforts to provide relief
assistance to the Afqhan refugees, in 325 refuqee tent villaqes all over the
northern reqion of Pakistan bordering Afqhanistan. The representatives of thaAp.
international organizations are on the spot ann are in contact with the refugee
population on a daily basi~. Thev would know th~ feelings of the Afqhan refuqees.
I will reiterate the offer made in our letter addressed to you and circulated in
document A/42/16l-S/18734, that the Unite(~ Nations ann its aqencies can ascertain
f0r themselves whether the refugees desire to return to their country under the
prevailing circumstances. In this context, we will also welcome
Mr. Felix Ermacora, Speci~l Rapporteur of thp. United Nations Human Riqhts Commission
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on t.he Situation in Afghanistan, to investigate this m~tter for pre~enta~ion as
part of his comprehensive report on the human riqhts situation in Afghanistan.

I request that you have this letter circulated as a d~cument of the General
Assembly, under items 31, 73, 131, 136 and 140 of the preliminary list, and of the
Security Council.

(Signr.d) S. SHAH NhWAZ
Ambassador and Permanent Representative


