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to the President of tne General Assembly 

I have the honour to inform you that certain statements made at the 2402nd 
plenary meeting o:f the General Assembly call :for the following clarifications by 
the French delegation: 

1. Apart from a unit of 185 men stationed on ~ayotte and quartered 
within a total area of less than half a hectare, there is no land, air or naval 
installation on that island. France, which for decades has set up no military 
base there, certainly does not envisage doing so now. 

2. As soon as the French Government learnt that Comorians born in the 
other islands o:f the Archipelago had left Mayotte, it called for a legal 
investigation 0 

The initial findings of this investigation indicate that the number 
leaving the island was limited to several hundred, and not several thousand as 
was stated. In addition, many o:f the persons concerned were Comorians who had 
settled in Mayotte very recently. 

I need hardly mention that the French local authorities have been 
instructed to exercise particular vigilance to ensure that no pressure, o:f 
whatever kind, may cause anyone to leave Mayotte against his will. 

I should be obliged if you would circulate the text of this communication as a 
General Assembly document under agenda item 22. 

(Signed) Jacques LECO~WT 
Deputy Permanent Representative 

75-23933 




