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Thirtieth ses s ion

}TAPALI,I AI]D OTHER TIiCETIDIANY WEA?OI]S AI{D AI,L
ASPECTS OF THEIR ?OSSIBLE US.E

Report of the lirst Connittee

Rapporteur: Mr, Horacio ARTFAGA-ACOSTA (Venezuela)

1. The item entitled "llapalm and othe" incendiary veapons and a.11 aspects of
their possible use: report of the Secretary-General" r,ras included by the
Secretary-General in the provisional agenda of the thirtieth session on the basis
of General Assembly resolution 3255 A (XXIX) of 9 December 19?l+.

2, At its 2353rd. plenary neeting, on 19 September 1475, the cenera1 Assembly,
on the reconmendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in
the agenda of its thi"tieth session and to allocate it to the First Conraittee for
consid.eration and report.

3. At its 2072nd. meeting, on 30 October, the first Committee decided to hofd a
conbined general debate on the iterns allocated tr it relating to d.i s armarne nt and
the fndian Ocean as a zone of peaceo namely, items 31 , 3l+ to l+8" 120, I22 and I25,
The general debate on these itens took Dlace at the 2072no to 2095th neetings,
fron 30 October to 2l Novernber.

l+. The First Cornnittee had before it, in connexion vith agenda itern 35, two
reports of the Secretar.rr-General (A/1O222 and, A/IO223 and Add.l).

5. On 2l Ilovember, Austria, Esvpt, Ethiopia, India, Irelando the lletherlands,
ltrew Zealand, Nigeria, llorvay, Mexiqo, Sveden, ?r{"i., Venezuela and Yugs!]gxis
submitted a aiaftEsolution (A7EJ/t.?26f, vhich subsequently r,ras also sponsored
by Jordan, Kenya and Zaire. fhe draft resofution r,ras introduced by the
representative of Sweden at the 2097th rneeting. A statement on the administrative
and financial implications of the draft resolution vas submitted by the Secretary-
General on 27 l.Iovembel. (A,/C.L/L.735),
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6, At its 21o5th meeting, on
resolution A/ C.I /L.7 28 r,rithout

4 December, the I'irst Connittee adopted.
a vote (see para, f below).

d.raft

RECOMMFNDATION OF THE FIRST C0XII'IITTEE

'(. The First Conr.nittee reconnends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolution:

llapaln and other incendiary weapons and
all aspects of their possible usg

Tls--Scrstef_48_Esmb]y',

Convince{ that the suffering of civilian population and combatants coul-d be
significantlv reduced if general agreement can be attained on the prohibition or
restriction for hurnanitarian reasons of the use of specific conventiona^l weapons,
including any which may be d.eemed to be excessively inJurious or to have
indiscrininate effects,

Mindful that positive results in this regard are 1ike1y to facilitate
subsequent substantive d isarmament negotiations vith a view to the elinination of
production, stockpiling and proliferation of the weapons in question, r^'hich should
be an u-lt irnate obJective,

RecalLing that the issue of prohibitions or restrictions for hrmanitarian
reasons of the use of specific eonventional weapons has been the subJect of
serious and substantive discussion at the 1eve1 of goverrutrent experts at the
Lucerne Conference under the auspices of the International Committee of the
Red Cross and of government representatives at the Diplornatic Conference on the
Beaffirnation and. Development of fnternational Hunanitarian law Applicable in
Arned Conflicts and in the General Assenbly of the United Nations,

Avare that the d.iscussions, as well as the p"oposals and suggestions which
have been advanced, have regard not only to napalm and other incenciiary .we€,pons

but to a number of other specific kinds of conventional weapons, such as various
smal1-cal-ibre projectiLes, certain blast and. fragnentation weapons, as well as
sone delayed action weapons and perfi.dious rreapons,

Conscious of the need to continue discussion and for supplenentary data to
enabl-e Governments to reach fuTther conclusions and to seek broad. agreement,

Noting with satisfaction that the issue will be before a second. conference
of goverrnaent experts to be held under the auspices of the fnternational Comnittee
of the Red Cross at Lugano fron 28 January to 26 !'ebruary 1976, with a view to
foeusing on such weapons as have been or night become the subJect of proposed bans
or ?estrictions and to studying the possibility" contents and forn of such
proposed bans or restrictions and that" thereafter " the issue vi.Il- eome before the
Diplonatic Conference on International HumaniteJian Law Applicable in Arnett
Confl-icts, to be held at ceneva fTom 21 April to 1f June 19?6, 
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TTustinq that this further vork will be inspired by a sense of urgency and a
wisn l6-attei:r concrete resufts .

f. Takes note of the veports by the Secretary-Genera]- on the work of the
Diplonatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International
Ilumanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts as regards the work of the Conference
relevant bo the present resolution; 1/

2. Tnvites the Diplomatic Conference on the Beaffirnation and Developnent
of fnternational Hrnanitarian Lav Applicable in Arned. Conflicts to continue its
consideration of the use of specific conventionaf rreapons, including any lthich may
be deerned to be excessively inJurious or to have indiscrininate effects, and its
search for agreement for humanitarian reasons on possible rul,es prohibiting or
restricting the use of such Feapons i

3. nequests the Secretary-General , who has been invited to attend the
Dipl-omatic Conference as an observer, to report to the General As sernbly at its
thirty-first session on aspects of the wo"k of the Conference and of the Lugano
Uonference "elevant to the present ?esol-ution;

l+. Decid.es to includ.e in the prorisional agenda of its thirty-first session
an item "ttllTtl"d "Io"endiary and othlr specific conventional weapons Fhich may be
the subJect of prohibitions or restrictions of use fot huraanitarian reasons"'

r/ A/ror95 and corr.1, e d A/ro222.




