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1' At its 1767th rneeting, on 11 Decernbe r rg7i, the rifth cor,roittee considered,in accordance vith rule 153 of the ru]-es of procedur.e of the General Assembly,
a statement by the secretary-ceneral- (A/c"5/an9 and corr,1) on the administrative
and finaneial implications of draft resol-ution A/L"TB2" rt atso had befcre it
the related report of the.Advisory Contrittee on Ad.ministrative and Budgetary
euestions (A/Iooo8/Add.a3).

?. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the Genera-l Assembly vould:

(a) Approve the convening of the next session of the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea for the period from 15 March to T i,tay L976 at
lleff York and the convening of a fifth session in 1976. if such decision is taken
by the Confexence;

!b) Recall, in this connexion, that it had noted, in paragraph l+ of resolution
3334 (XXIX), the decision of the Conference to accept the invitation of the
Governnent of venezuela to rneet at caracas at an appropriate date fox the purpose
of signing the !'insl Act and Telated instruments adopted by the Conference, and
had authorized the secretary-General to make the necessary arrangemenls to that end.

3. The se c ret ary-Gene ral estimated additional requirements related to the draft
resolution at a totat- of $2,283,200. Of this amount, $l,fe1,\oo related to the
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convening of the fourth session of the Conference; $91+8,800 to the maintenance
of the secretariat of the Conference and to two ad.dition€-l posts (P-4, P-2) snd
one reclas sificat ion from D-l to D-2; arld $15,000 to travel of staff to Geneva
to a meeting of the Scientific and Technicat Sub-Conmittee of the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, originally sched.ul,ed to be held at Ilead.quarters r
but vhich nowo because of the holding of the Conference at HeadquaJters ? r^'ou1d ha,ve
to be held at ceneva. Offsetting savings of $8,000 arise in respect of travel of
staff from Geneva to New York to attend a meeting of the Connittee on the
Elinination of Racial Disc"imination, which, for the sane reasonse would now be
held at Geneva.

f+, fn respect of the holding of a fifth session of the Conference for eight veeks
in 1976 prior to the eonvening of the Genera.l Assembly, the Secretary-ceneral
estinated. that the total- costs at Headouarters coul-d be estimated at url to
$2,?3r"eoo, if the fifth session "..u io require the same Levef of ".r-ri"e".In the event that the signing of the Final Act and related instruments vouId
take place Ln 1975 " the Secretary-General rrould seek the concurrence of the
Advisory Cournittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions to enter into
connitnents r:nd-er the terms of the Ceneral- Assenbly resolution providing for
unforeseen and extraordinary expenses. Should the signing of the Final Act t a,ke
place in 19?7, tire Secretary-General would submit the cost estimates of such a
session to the Assembfy at its thirty-first session.

5. In its related report (A/fOOO8/aaa.z3), the Advisory Cormittee on Ad.ninistrative
and Budgetary Questions stated that it concurred with the estinates subnitted in
respect of the holding of the fourth session of the Conference" With regard to
the s3cretariat, the Advisory Committee stated that, since a P-2 vacancy existed,
it should be used to acconnaodate the new P-2 post requested by the Secretary-
General-, It further stated that it was unable to reconmend approval of the
proposed reclas sification from D-l to D-2, as sufficient justification had not
been presented for this action, Therefore, the Advisory Conrnittee reconmended
an additional appropriation of ,$2,255,\O0 for the proposed prograrne budget for
the bienniun 19T6-1977 ,

6. Most of the d.elegations participating in the d.ebate expressed the view that"
in viev of the importance and scope of the Conference, and the resulting need
for an effective secretariat o the tr'ifth Committee should approve the resources
requested by the Secretary-GeneraJ- in their entirety " The representative of
Sri lanka, supported by those delegations, forrally proposed that the Connittee
approve the full amount of $2,283,200 requested by the Secretary-General in his
statement (A/C.5 /frcB and Corr.1).

7. One delegation felt that the re commend.at ions of the Advisory Conmittee
had been generous, and another delegation stated that it vou-td prefer to vote
on those recommendations .
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9. The tr'ifth Coumittee ad.opted the proposal- of Sri Lanka by a recorded vote of
66 to ]7, with B abstentions. the voiin; L,as as follows:

Afghanistan, A.1ger:'.a, Argentina, Australia " Austria, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Benin, Brazil, Buma, Canada, Chad, Chi1e, China,
Colonbia, Cuba, Cyprus, Democratic yemen, Denmark,.Egypt,
Ethiopia, Fintand, Greece, cuyana, India, Indonesia"-fraq,
Tre1and" Janaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Madagascar, MaLaysia 

"Mexico, Mozarnbique " Nev Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Norvay, pakistan,
f ?t*u, Peru, Philippines, portugal, eatar, R$randa, Saudi Arabia,-
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland., Sveden,
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda,
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cemeroon, United
Republic of Tanzania" Upper Vo1ta, Uruguay " 

yugoslavia, Zaire.

Belgium, 3u1garia, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Czechoslovahia, I'rance " German Dernocratic Republic, Germsxy(Federal Republic of)" Hungary, Iran, Israel, ftaly, Mongolia,
PoLand, Ukrainian Soviet Socia-list Republic, Union of Sol-ietSocialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern freland, Uni.ted. States of America.

Barbados, chana, Japan, Netherlands, Romania, Spain, Trinid.ad
and Tobago, Turkey.

DECTSION OI' THE FII'TH COMMITTEE

9. The Fifth conmittee d.ecided, without objection" to inform the Generar- Assembrythat" should it adopt the draft resolution in aocument A/L.|BT" an additionalappropriation of $2"283,200 woutd be required as follows:

In favour.:

Against :

Abstaining:

Seetion 2. Pou.tica]. and Security Council_ affairs;
peace-keeping activities

A. policy-makingorgans

B, Special_ meetings and conferences

Section 18. Hrrnan rights

Section 21. Publ_ic infornation

Section 25. Staff assessnent

Income Section 1. fncome fTom staff assessment

United States dol-l-ars

15,000
t )Ao a.'A

(8"ooo)

6 
'9oo

l+32,600

( l+32 
" 
600 )

Tot aI 2,283,zCO
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10. One delegation stated that, had the proposal of the Advisory Conmittee been
put to the vote, it would have abstained. Another delegation stated that it nould
have voted in favour of the a,nxor.rnt reconmended by the Advisory Conmittee. A
delegation of a land-locked. co'rntry expressed. the hope that its affirmative vote
on the proposal of Sri Lanka would be given due recognition.




