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I. INTRCDUCT]ON

1. At its 2353rd. plenary meeting, on 19 Septerab er L975, the General Assembly
included in the agenda of its thirtieth session the itens entitled "Respect for
human rights in armed. ccnflicts: report of the Secretary-Generaf i (item ff\)
and 'tHl:rna"tr rights in armed conflicts: protection of Journalists engaged in
dangerous nissions in areas of arned conflictrr (iten 7O). At the s ane meeting,
the General Assembly, on the recordmend.ation of the General Corurittee, allocated
both itens to the Sixth Cormrittee snd decided that they should be considered
together,

2. The Sj.xth Corudttee consid.ered both itens at its 15?5th " IJf6 and.
1577th rneetings, on 26 and 28 Novernber and 1 December. The sunmary records of
these neetings (A,/C.6/sR,1575-a577) contain the vievs of Tepresentatives who
spoke durj.ng the consid"eration of both itens.

3. In connexion with item 111+, the Sixth Cornni ttee had before it a report of
the Secret ary-Genera.f on reLevalt developnents concerning human rights in armed
conflicts (A/10195 and Corr.l- and Add.l_) submitted pursuant to the request in
psragraph l+ of General Assenbly resolution 3319 (XXIX) of 1l+ Decenbe r 1975, IJ
In accordance with tire terms of the request, the nain body of the report on
human ri-ghts in armed conflicts gave a detailed. account of the proceed.ings and
resul-ts of the second session of the Diplonatic conference on the Reaffirmation
and. Development of fntemational Humanits.rian Law Applicable i.n Armed Conflicts,
convened by tbe Swiss Federal Council at Ceneva fron J February to l-B April 1975.
In doing so, the Swiss Fedela]. Council, depository of the Geneva Hrrman j.t ari an
Conventions, continued the traditional_ role of S itzerland in the fiel,d of
international hurnanitarian 1av,

\. In connexion lrith item 70, the Sixth Corndttee had befo"e it a note by the
Secretary-Gene"al (A/101U?) containing infonration on previous consideration of
the item by the General Assembly as !ref1 as information concerning consideration
of the subject by the Diplonatic confexence on the Reaffirmation and Developnent
of rnterne.tional- Hr.ma.Ilit ari an Law Applicabre in Arne d conflicts follonring the
adoption by the General Assembly of resolutions 3058 (XXVII) of 2 Novenber 1973
a.tld 3215 (XXIX) of 29 November l-gT\. Z/

5. The Diplonatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Developnent of
rnternaticna-L Humanitarian Law Appricable in Armed conflicts was entrusted rrith
the task of examining two draft Additional protoco.l-s to the Geneva conventions
for the Protecti-on of War Victiras, of 12 August 19)+9, 3/ namely " the draft
Additionar Protocol relating to the protection of vict-ims of international armed
conflicts (Frotocol I) and the draft Additional protocol relatinE to the
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protection of victins of non-internati ona_I armed confl-icts (protocol It) Vprepared by the rnternational- conmittee of the Red cross after thorough
consultations with government experbs as werr- as bearing in nind- other deveropnents,particularly in the united Nations Genera.l Assembfy. The Diplonatic conference
considered l-ikewise the question of the prohibition or restriction of the use ofspecific conventional- weapons which may cause unnecessary suffering or have
]1!is91 $na1e effects, in accordance \^,ith General Assembly resolutions
3076 (xXVrrI) of 5 December l9T3 and 3215 (XXIX) U ot g D;cember 19?\ and withresolution XIV adopted by the twenty-second. Inter;tiona.1 Conference of the
Red Cross, as well. as the question of the protection of journalists engaged in
dangerous nissions in areas of arued- conflict, in accord.ance with the Generar
Assembly resolutions referred to in paragraph )+ above,

6, The proceedings and resul-ts of the second session of the Diplonatic
Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International l{umanitarian Law
AppJ-icable in Armed Conflicts were described in the report submitted by the
Secretary-General , referrecl to in paragraph 3 above, as follows: fntroduction
\cnap. 1/; UrgaJlrzatr.on of the Diplonatic Conference (chap. If); Work of
Connittee I: provisions of genersl_ character, as vel1 as the question of theprotection of journalists engaged in d.angerous missions (chap. III); Work ofCornmittee,II: vounded, sick and shipwrecked. persons, civil defence, relief(chap. 1V); Work of Co xnittee III: civilian population, methods ani means ofconbat, new category of prisoners of war (chap. V); Work of the Ad Iloc Coruritteeon conventional veapons (chap.' vr); Decisions t€ken by the Dipto-atie conference atthe closing of its second session, including decisions regardin! the pl-ace ffid
d.ate of the third session of the Diplomatic conference (chap, vir). ihe text of theresolution on journalists engaged. in dangerous missions aaopted by the Diplonatic
conference at its second session is also reproduced in that chaptlr of the reporr.rn preparing the report special attention was given to matters having or presenting
a particular interest fo' the united Nations. Arurex r to the report reproduced.texts of articles of draft protocols r and rr adopted at the corutrittee'i 1eve1
during the first and. second sessions of the Diplomatic conference. Annex rr
reproduced the texts of the provisions in draft pxotocols r and rr not yet adoptedby the cornrnittees of the Diplorfatic conference and a list of proposals and
a,mtndments relating to those provisions subrnitted during the second sesston of theDiplonatic Conference,

T. An add-end.unx to the report (a/ror95 /aaa.:- ) sr:rmrarized information concerningactivities of non-govemmental bod.ies which have manifested their specificinterest in various problems relating to respect for huran rights in a.rred conflictsn
f!ggi",.d by the Secretary-cenerai subsequent to the adoption of resolution
3319 (xxrx), namely, information conmlnicated by the League. of Red cross societies
and the International Institute of Eunanitarian Law (Sen Remo).

y For the text of the d.raft protocol_s and related cornmentaries, see
docunents of the Diplomatic Conference, CDDH/1 ard CDDfl/3.

J/ Adopted on the reconmendation of the First Corjrnittee,
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B. At its r572nd. meeting, on 2)+ Novenber' the Sixth comittee decided to invite
the representative of Swiizerlana, the country vhich is convening and hosting the
Diplonatic Conference on the Reafiirrnation and Development of International
Huianitarian 13r1r Applicable in Armed Conflicts, to take part in the debate of the
Sixth Conmittee on the item entitled "Respect for hrman rights in arned

conflicts: .report of the Sec ret ary-General " .

II. PFOPOSA],S

9. Austria, Costa Rica, clrprus, Denmark, Ee]'pt, Fin18n4, Jrela-nd , , Iteiva ' l'ta+i,
and Yuggslavia submitted a draft

t"=.rrti."-Ta7cl67l, roeiFs"b;-"q""ntrv " tlgfygll, Zambia, canadao Bangl?desh and

Argentina joined in sponsoring the d.raft resofution. T'he draft resolutlon 1ras

ii1-"oa1r".a by the representati.ve of Mali at the 15?5th meeting, on 26 Novenber '
The sponsors of the draft resolution Tevised subsequently the sixth preambular'
paragraph of the draft resol-ution (A/e,6/L.fO25) by replacing the origina-l text
of that paragraph which read as follovs:

"Noting the resofution ... (xxx) U ot ... inviting the Diplomatic
ConferenceJo continue its consideration of the use of specific conventional
weapons includ.ing any vhich may be deemed to be excessively injurious or to
have indiscriminate effects, and its search for a€reement for hurnanita'Tian
reasons on possible rutes prohibiting or restricting th€ use of such

weanons -

U Draft submitted in the Filst Coffoittee in docunent A/C'I/L'728'"

by the foll-oving text:

"IgEIg that the Diplomatic Conference wi].l continue its considerdtion
ot tne use of specifie conventional weapons including any whi.ch rnay be
deemed to be excessively inJurious or to have indiscriminate effects, and

its search for agreement for humanitarian reasons on possible rufes
prohibiting or restricting the use of such veapons,".

The revised draft resolution rqas circulated later as document A/C,6/L.IO25/Rey.L.

III . DECIS]ON Otr' THE COMMITTEE

10. At its 15??th meeting, on .l- December, the Sixth Cornrnittee adopted the revised
d.raft resolution without a vote (see para. 11 below). At the sane neeting, the
representabives of the Union of Soviet Socialist RepublicS, the Ge1.man Denocratic
Republic, France, Mongolia, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and the
Byelorussian Soviet Social-ist Republic made statements on the adopted d-raft
resolution.
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IV. RECOMMENDATION OI' THE SIXTH COI,{I,{ITTEE

f1. The Sixth Conmittee rec orn:nend s to the General Assenbly the adoption of the
folloving d.raft resolution :

Respect for hurnan rights in ar:me d. conflicts

Thp flenaro l d ccahhl r---- -------- ---- -.---v,

Conscious that a better application of existing humanitarian rules relating
8nd the d.evelopment of further rules remains an urgent task in
the suffering brought by all such conflicts,

armed confl-icts
ord-er to reduce

Hec a.j.11ng
United Nati.ons
subj ect ,

Diplomatic Conference on the
Hunanit ari an Law Applicable
18 April a975 " 

q
in Armed Confl-icts, held at Geneva from 3 February to

the successive resolutions adopted in the preceding years by the
relating to human rights in armed. confLicts and the debates on this

Noting the report of the Se cretary-General on the second session of the
ReaffiTnation and Development of International

Noting aLso the note by the Se c ret ary-Gene ra1 entitled "Hr:man rights in arrned
confllcts: prolection of journalists engaged in dangerous missions in areas of
affa.l 

^^hf1 
i^+a lr 7/

welconing the substantial progress made at the second session of the
Diplomatic Conference,

xT^+.i - - +L^+ +L^ T\.: -.-- --I,.Iomatic Conference viLl- continue its consideration of
the use of specific conventional we&pons, including any vhich may be deeme d. to be
excessively injurious or to have indiscrininate effects, and its searcb for
agreement for humanitarian reasons on possible rules prohibiting or restricting
the use of such weapons,

l-. Cal1s upon al.l parties to armed. conflicts to acknowledge and to comply
tith their obligations under the humanit ari an instruments and to observe the
international- hr:nani t ari an rules rrhich are appticable, in particular the Hague
Conventions of 1899 and 1907, 8/ the ceneva Protocol of 1925 9/ and ttre Geneva
Conventions of l9\9 t g

q Ahot95

U AhoL\T.
y Carnegie

uecrararaons _Loyy

and. Corr,1.

Endolf&ent for
BJld 19OT (New

International Peace. fhe
Yoxk, Oxford University

Conventions and

!/ league of Nations, Treaty Series, vol. XCIV, No. 2138, p. 65.

10/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vo!. "15, Nos. 970-973.

Hague
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2. Calls the attention of the Diplonatic Conference on the Reaffirmation
and Development of fnternational Humanitarian Law Applicable in Arned Conflicts,
a"nd the Governments and organizations participating in it, r:o the need for
measures to promote on a universal basis the dissemination of and instruction in
the rul-es of international- hurnan it ari an faw applicable in armed conflicts;

3. Ur€ex a1J. participants in the Diplomatic Conference to do their utmost
to reach agreernent on additional rul-es vhich may help to alJ.eviate the suffering
brought about by armed conflicts and to respect aod protect non-combatants and
civil-ian objects in such conflicts;

4. Takes note with appreciation of the decision at the Diplomatic Ccnference
on the protection of journalists engaged in dangerous professional missions in
areas of armed conflicts" and of the intention of the Conference to comFlete its
vork on the subject d.uring its next session;

5. Expresses its appreciation to the Swiss Feder8l Council for convoking
the tbird session of the Dipl-omatic Conference on the Reaffirmatlon and.
Development of fnternational Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts fron
21 April to 11 June f976 and. to the International Coninittee of the Red Cross for
convoking a second Conference of Government Expelts on l,ieapons That l"lay Cause
Unnecessary Suffering or Have Indiseriminate Effects, to be held at Lugano from
2B January to 25 tr'ebruary 1pJ5;

6. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral- to report to the General Assenbly at its
thirty-first session on rel-evant developnent s concerning hlrman rights in armed.
conflicts, in particular on the proceedings and Tesults of the 19?6 session of the
Diplomatic Conference ;

7. Decid.es to include in the prorrisional agenda of its thirty-first session
the iten entitled "Respect for human rights in armed conflictsrt.




