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IETTER DATED 10 JANUARY 1948 FROM 'I'BE CEAIRMAN OF THE UNITED NATIONS
SFECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE BAIXKANS TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAT
OF THE UNITED WATIONS

Selonika, 10 Jenuary 1948
I have the honour {:o‘ enclose the second interim report of the
United Natlons Special Committee on the Balkens. This report was
unanimously adopted.
The report includes the following documents:
1, -~ Interim report; -
2, Annex At Report of Military Advisers on wisit to
Toannino-Konltss area;
3. Amex B: PSketch map of Icannina-Konitsa area;
k., . Amnex C: Reply of the People's Republic of Albania regerding
the resolution of ‘thoe Special Committee of 27 November 1947
establishing observation groups.
(Signed) Alen G. XKIBK
Chairmen, .
United Nations Speciel Committee on the
Balkans

/SECOND
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SECOND INEBBII«I REEPOBT OF TEE UNITED NATTONS
SPECIAL COMIE‘HEE ON THE BAIKAHS

- (Adopted by the Committee on 10 Janusry 1948)%

L. The Special Committee, on 31 December 1947, conveyed s first interim
report#* on its activities %o the Members of the General Assembly. The
Committes stated in paregraph 7 of that report that it considered one
phase of its task required continuous observation of the general circumstgnces
prevailing in the frontler areas.
2, The Special Committes has recently studied with care the report of its
Military Advisers on thelr cbservation trip to the JOANNINA-KORITSA area
(29 December 19M7 - 2 Jenuary 1948), end has reached +he conclusion that aid
in the form of logistical support 1s being furnished from Albania to gueryillas
operating on Greeck territory. '

The Speclal Committee considers this fact to be contrary to the spirit
bf the resolution of the General Assembly of 21 October 1947.
3. The Cormittee also feels that thé tolegram from the Peoples Republic
of Albenis trepsmitted through the Secrétary-Genersl {(Anmex C) in reply to
the request of the Speclal Committee that the Secretary-Genersl obtein the
consent of that Govermment to the esbablishment of observetion groups on
Albanien territory, is a further proof of non-compliance with the
recommendations of the General Assembly.
4., The radio speech of Mr. Dimitrov, Prime Minister of Bulgaria, to the
Bulgarian people on 31 December 1947 offers clear evidencs of the absence of '
good-neighbourly relations between Bulgaria and Greece and of non-compllence
wlth the Gensmal Assaﬂbly 8 recommendetlons.
5. The Special Committee deems the sbove facts to be of importent political
significanbe in the present period of temsion along the northern frontiers
of Gresce.
6. ‘The Special Committee has therefore decided to forward to the
Secretary-General, for transmission to the Members of the General Assembly,
, This second interim report together with the report of the Speclal-
Commities's Military Aﬂwisers-aﬁd the text of the reply of ‘the Psople's
Republic of Albanla.

% TFirst issued as document A/AC.16/71.
#*% Issved as document A/521. [armex A:
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Annex A: Report of Militery Advisers on visit tc Icannina-Konltsa area.
Amnox B: BSketech mep of Toannina-Konlteae ares.
Annex C: Reply of the People's Republic of Albania rogerding the resclution

of the Speclel Committee of 27 November 1947 establishing
observation groups.

JANNEX. A
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ANNEX A

REPORT OF MILITARY ADVISERS ON VISIT TO IONNINA-KONITSA AREA
FROM 29 DECEMBER 1947 to 2 JANUARY 19h8+

I. Instructions Received by Militery Advisers
The Military Advisers were instructed to gain a general impression
of conditlons in the zone of operations between IOANNINA end XKONITSA
(R-98/33) s and to report that impression and give their opinions a.'s' to whether
or not the guerrilias were recelving ald from foreign sources. The Military
Advisers were not requi:t;edl %o carry out detalled investipgatlions or produce the
testimony of witnesses. \
IX. Outline of work dome ‘
1. 'The possible forelgn ald to the guerrilles was consldered under the
two ‘mein categorles: _
Operatfi.oﬁal plaxming and control, ﬁhich would 1rnclude moves through
Albenin; end |
Administratlve or logistical aid, which includes the supply of
emmunition, clothing and equipment and the evecuation of wounded;
2. The Military Advisers, in the time avaellable, were uneble to form
any definite conclusions regarding oPefa.’oionIa.l sup‘_pdr‘b ; but are certain that
logistical support ié being given; i

3. The ‘foliowing programue was followed:
29 December: Arrived TOANNINA and visited advenced Headquarters, .
| ngr Corps, G.N.A., where Corps Commander and
. Brigadier, General S’tai'f, explained the situation.
30 December: Vislted the forward ares in the vegion of ANO RAVENIA
© (R-84/82) - KAIPAKT (R-85/76).
.31 December to 1l January: Spent in IOANNINA asweiting an opportunity
! to visit KONITSA. Two guerrillas and two refugees
wore in'berviewed thoroughly, and notes of their
statements were teken. Wounded and unwounded
. guerrillas were also gpoken to, and a briefl summary
of thelr remarks was noted.
2 Januery: Milltary Advlisers returmed to BATONIEA.
TII. Findings of the Military Advisgers |
1. Operatiomel support. The Greck Commsnders and steff maintained
‘thet the autumn end winter operations in EPTRUS indicated a high degree of
planning snd control on the part of the enemy, and they esserted thet no
ordinary guerrille leaders would be capable of providing this, In general

% Document A/AC.16/TL. [terms,
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terms, the Militery Advisers would not accept this vlew without qualification.
The variocus wider tecticel moves referred to were in mo way beyond the
u:tiderstanding of any intelliggnt man who knew the tbpography of Greece and
had been Ffighting in the mountalns. As regarél.s the minor ta.ctica.l aspect,
the actuel Christmas Dey 1947 KONITSA and KATPAKT attack obviously aimed
et securing the town of KONITSA, possibly with a political o'b,j.re:ct, and.
preve.n"t‘.ing_ the relieving Greek National Forces from advancing elong the one
available rosd from TOANNINA. The Guerrillas’ plan was a simpie’ one, and in
outline 1%t was sound “hhough not subtle. Neither the nature of the
operations nor the various s‘catemen'ts mede by the Greek officers, guerrlillias
and refugees gave any d.irec‘l: evidence that forelgn officers were Working
with the guerrilias.

2. On the other hand, the guerrilla Forces, which are organized lInto
battalions B infa.ntry 'brigades or higher formetions, were moving in an
aree approximately forty (U0) kilometres east to west and thirty (30)
kilometres north to south. They had concentrated into this area, particulerly
the hills north of KONITSA, immediately before the attack, some units coming
from long distences. The ‘operation undei- roview mus£ hgve been scarefully
planned and controlled by a central authorlty, and for this pﬁ:cpose it 1s
considered that redio must have been used. One ex-guerrilla witness stated
that this was the case. The nature of the Ffighting, particularly the
concerted attack on KONITSA end the vitel commmicetions at KALPAKT end the
stiff resistance to the relieving Greek nstional land and alr forees, did
not in any way resemble guerrills fighting. The operations were more on
the pattern of warfare between armies, conducted wilth a political objec'_t
and with the inféntion to secure and hold ground., ‘I‘he-Military A&ﬁsars‘,
therefore, formed the impression that the guerrlllas had some backing beyond
the ordinary leadership of their capiltanos, but no ovldence of the nature
of such backing was avellable. - '
3. The twe or thyee batteries of enemy artillery which were reported
to be shelling KONITSA wars sald to be located near the frontier. The
Greek Geneorel, Staff believed that one of them was inside Albanis, but the
Military Advisers could secure no dlrect evidence on this poiqu'. The future.
o'bs,emtion group must try to clear that matbter up. If, fi»m unexzploded
.shells and fragments, those guns are found to be ordinary. fiold pleces,
they are unlikely to have come from the Greek mountain territory north of
KONITSA, and the conclusion might be reached that ‘they were brought from
“the motor roads south sund southeast of IESKOVIK (Albania) . If, however,
they appear to have ‘been mountain gus, thelr origin ghould be investlgated.
ll-r.‘ The broken neture of the country and the wide dispersion of the small

/fdrces
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forces engaged render 1t impossible to state definitely that the pguerrillas
are now moving through Albanien territory, although Wi_tneiéaes stated that that
" had ?ccurre‘d. prior to the/KONITSA attack. United Nations cbeervers mugt
investigate in detaii on the ground, whers testimony of witnessss can be
taken and the scenes of present operatlons cen be visited after the
_KONITSA-BO‘UBAZANI bridge ares has been ecleared of guernllas. Observers
should, therefore, be sent to IOANNINA irmedlietely to enter KONITSA as soon
as 1t is open, with a view to detalled examination of witnesses on tho ground
over which the guerrillas have passed.* The main evidence will bs written
tes‘bimony. df Tighting is gtill going on, the obpervers themselves might

be able to witness border crossings. Thig, however, mst depend to & ‘
large extent upon chance. |

J. ILogistics. The Greok senlor offlcers belleved that emmunition. was
reaching the guerrilias from Albania, and the Military Advisers formed the
seme impresaion. Witnesses' statements show that during the period
lmmediately before the Christmas Day attack, smmunition and personnel crossed
the bordsr in guantity. Only a few small de‘bachmen.i':s of guerrillas appear

to ha,ve crogsed after 25 December. Idaison be't:ween guerrille leaders and
_Al'banian authori‘bies wes stated to have teken place either at Albenien _
Prontier posts or near the frontier. In commection with the KONITSA attack,
supply on & much larger scale appears to have taken place towards the end

of Decenber, but ag yot only circumstantial evidence is avallable. It is
 belisved thal considersble direct evidence will be available in the near
Tuture. Tﬁe ‘mmber of enmpty ammunition cases seen by the Military Advisers
on an objective captured by the Greek national forces from the guerrillas
and the prolonged resistance offered by the guerrillas led the Advisers to
conclude, without eny doubt, that the guerrillss were supplied with
emmunition from ecross the frontier. TFor the guerrillas themselves to have
transported shells, mortars, grenades, mines and small arms amunitipn’ in

the quantities used during their long approach merches and in all the tactical
phases of tho battle would have been impossible., It is concludad, therefore,
that a constant supply of ammmition was arriving from Albanie.,

6. The witnesses' reports that heavily wounded guerrilles were collected
in villageé neer the frontior before belng teken inteo 47 ranle were supported
- by the observation of the Advisers » Who noted that very few wounded

‘ priséners were teken end thei'e was 1o evidence of wounded guerrillas having
been found elsevhere in the mountains.

-#% After the roturn of the Militery Advigers , Temporary Observetion
Group Wo, 1 was congtituted ond despatched to the EPIBUS ares on
6 January 1948,

[
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7. 'The Advisers are of the opinion that no food is at presént being provided
for the guerrillas from acrose the frontier, ss they live entirely by looting
Greek villeges, Although there are definite indications that small
quentities of guerrille clothing had been Purnished fro_ni north of the Gressk

frontier, the Advisers are not convinced that large quentities have, In Tact,.
been furnished frem this source. '

/ANNEX B
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' ‘ANNEX B- '

REPORTED GUERILLA INFANTRY BATTALIGH AND-. ARTILLER\'
POSITIONS IN KONITSA INCIDENT AREA. -

ANNEXE B

: POSiTIbHS DES BATAILLONS D' INFANTERIE ET BATTERIES
DE PARTISANS DANS LA REGION DE L'INCIDENT DE KONITSA
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ANNEX C*

TELEGRAM FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAT, TRANSMITTING THE REFLY OF THE
- ALBANTAN GOVERNMENT REGARDING THE RESOLUTION OF THE
SPECTAL COMMITTEE OF 27 NOVEMBER 19k R

Por information Committee Pollowing telsgrem reéeived from Albanian
Government in reply Secretary-General's communication regarding astablishment
UNSCOB cobservetion groups: The Govermment of the Peoples' Republic of-
Albanis considers the request of the Committees on the Balkens trensmitted
in your telegram of 29 November 1947 inadmissible for the following reasons:
The Albenien Govermment considers thet the esteblighment of thet Committde
end the tasks a.ssigned to it are a violation of the United Nations Charter
and of the principle of wenimity of the five great Powers. It sees in it
proof that certeln countries are trying to use the Uni'ﬁed Nations to impose
‘humiliating decisions on our people and the other democratic Balken countries.
end thus to create artificially a grave and acute conflict in the Balkens.
The Albanian Govermment considers that the establishment of that Committes
and the tasks aseigned to it are far removed from the equitable:solution
of the Greek procblem and the exemination of the real:cuuse-of tho situation,
namely, the interfersnce of Great Britaln and the United States of America‘
in the internel effalrs of Greece, and the Albanian Govermment could not
recognlze that Committee as having any rights becsuse 1ts es’ca.’blishmen‘t and
the Powers conferred upon it by the Resolution of the United Nations General
Assem'b;y of 21 October 1947 are incompatible with the soverelguty of the
Albenien Stete. In comsequence, the Govermment of the Pecples' Republic of
Al’bania. declares that. 1} cannot co-operate in any way with the sald Commitiee
or with the observation groups, that it also cannot permit the entry into
Albanian tarritory of the Commitiee or of its observetion groups and that it
congiders that Committee to be 1llegal and non existent, - SOBOLEV

- -

* Document A/AC.16/TL, 10 Jenuary 1948
#% Document A/521, Amnex 2.





