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Nate by -tha_ Secretary-General

The following letber has heen receivad. frém the representative
of Indie %o the United matiuns.
New York, 12 July 1948
Subject: Treaiment of Irdians in the Unlon of South Africa
It will be recalled ‘that, in June 1945, the Govermment of Indie
brought t¢ your attentidn $he racial 'aimcriminﬂtion to which th’e South
African natlonals of Indien origin are gubjected by the Government of
the Union of South Africa, ansi requested semsidexation of this questlion
by the General Assembly of the United Natioms. "After full coensideration
of the matter and. prdionged “ﬂeliberaticﬁa_‘, the General Assenbly adopted
the f‘allwiug resclution pn 8 December 19h6°
"THE GENERAT, ASSEMBLY, ] ‘ |
"HAVING TAKEN NOTE of the application meds by the Goverrment
of Tadia regarding the traatmen‘a of I:ﬂ:ians in the Union of South
Africa, and having eonsidersd the matter:
1. STATES that, because of that trea‘;amsni:, friemily relations
betveen the tweo Mamher 8tates have 'baen impalred and, unlesa
satisfactory sebtlement ia :reache&, these relations are
likely to be further impaired;
2. I8 OF THE GPINION that the 'brea‘hment of Indiens in the
Unilon should be in confomity wiﬁh the international obligationa
under 'bhe agreemen'hs cancluded "nat‘wem the two Govermments and
“the relevan‘t prbv‘isiona of the Charter,
3. THEREFORE BEQU%TS the two Govermments to report at the
noxt session of ‘hhe General Asaambl;r the measures adopted to
this effect. o \

/2. Pursuant
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2. ' Pursuant %o parsgraph 3 of this resolubion, reports were submitted
by the Gcrvermentsl of the Union of South Africa end of Indlas for
comglderation by the second gession of "bhe General Assexbly. These
reports vere firvst referxrred to the Politiecal and Security Ceaamittee of
the Genersl Agsembly; tha'b cqmmit'hee 5 after full ﬁiscussian of the reporta,_
adopted on 17 November 1947 the follow:lng resolution, by twenty-nine
voles against Piftesn with five abstentions:

"I, WHEREAS in resolwbion bk (I) dated 8 Decenber 1946 the General
Assembly, taking note of an ap};lication made by the Govermment
of India regarding the treatment of Indlans in the Union of
South Africa, cbserved that beceuse of that treatment, friendly
relations between the two Nember States had beon impaired,
and uniess a sstisfac't:ory agreemont was yeached, thelr
relations were likely to be Purther impaired;

"IT. WHEREAS afber a careful consi&aration of the matter, the
Gemeral Assenbly vas of the opini:on that the treatment of
Indiens in the Union of South Africa should be in conformity
with the interngtional .cbligations under the agrecments

. concluded between the two cherments gnd the relevan'k :
ST ~ provisions of the Charter; and .

w,_":III, WHEREAS the General Assembly remmstea 'hhe two Govermments to
report at the next session of the General Asgemdly . the measures
adepted to that effect;

"IV, THE GENERAL ASSEMBIY,

"EAVIEFG COFISIDEBEH) the reports submitied 'by the Government of

India and the Government of the Union of South Africa purfé!uant

-.... - .bo the aforeseld resolution;

v oo BEAFFIBMS its resolution dated 8 December 1946;

V. REQUESTS the two Governments to enter into discuselons at a
Round Table Confersnce on the 'basis of that resoluticn without ~

.. any. furbher deley anﬁ to invite the Govermment of Pekistan %o
teke part in such discussions, : - ;

'VI., REQUESTS that.the result of such diacussions be 'feparted .
by the Govermments of the Unlon of South Africa and Yndia to
the Secretary-Goneral of the United Nations, who shell from
tims to time meke emguiries from them and submit @ report om
the action taken on this resolution by ths two Gevemmenfs to
the Assembly at its next session.” _

Whan the Committee's. resclution came before the General Aspenbly in
November 1947, 1t received a substantiel measure of support; thir‘b:rfone
Members voted in faveur of the resolution, nineteen voted egeinst, and

/eixz Members
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gix Members a'bs'haineﬁ.u O%ing s however J ‘iﬂb e ruling 'l:hat the adoption

of this resolution required & 'Imcwthiras m,jori‘&y, 1% feiled to be formelly
adopted by the General Asaembly. The net- pesult of the deliberations

on this lmportant ques‘bion du:f.‘ing the seoond. seasion of the Genmeral
Assembly thus was that the Gener&l Assemhly failed to make any further
recommendatlons on this su’b,ject. '

3. The treatment of Inﬁiazls in. the Union of Sowbh Africe combinues to

be a sericus violation of 'bhe purposes aud :prinoﬂ.ples of the Charter

cn Which the Uniteﬁ. Nationa is founded, The @overnment of the Union
_of South Africa hes mede- no éhange whatever either in its discriminatory
lews or in the practice of diaorimina'bion, on raslal grounds alone,
againat 4%9 nationels of Jadien origin. For example, the Aslatic Lend
Tenu;-a and Indien Representgtion Aot, 1946, enached by the South African
Govermment, which inbroduted & most severe measure of residentiel end
cconomlc segregation against ;ﬂ.a'ﬂ.ana , 54111 romains on the Statubte Book.
The cortinuation by the South Africen Govermment: of the policy of racial
discriminetion egainst Aslans and other non-vwhites is cleerly the result
of an essumptlon by that Govermmend thet the foilure of the General
Assenbly of the Tnited Naticns to adopt an effective resolution on this
subject lest yomr congtitutes a taclt epproval by the United Nebions of
thet policy. The present Goverzment in the Unlon of Bouth Africa stands
conmitted to the policy of "apartheid", or racial segregetion, and the
demination of all non-white peoples by the Eurcpeans; this Government

has proclaimed 1ts intentlon of taking awey whatever restricted political

- rights ere at present enmjoyed by Indlens end other Asians, and of extending
the policy of residential and comerciel segregaticn to the Cape Provinoe,
the only pert of the Union of South Africe which hes been ccmparatively
free from raciel segregation and political diserimination,

L, The Govermment of India is of the opinion that the situation of
‘Indlans in South Africe is such that it calls for fresh and urgent
consideration by the United Nations, in order to uphold the basio

moral principles of its Cherter and to prevenmt further deterioration in
the elready strained relations between Indis and the Unlon of South Africa.
The Govermnment of India does mot belleve that 1t could be the inmbention

of the United Wations to oan'binue ‘t'.o acqulesce in the refusel of the

Unlon of South Africa to act on the General Asaem'bly resolution of

8 December 1946, Buch acquiescencs would be e deniel of human rights

exd fundememtal Preedoms, on purely racial grounds, to an important sscticn
of the populetion of the Union of South Africa, and would gravely undermine
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‘the prestige of the United Nations ’ whioh ultimately depends upon the )
-effectiveness w‘lth Which its Members carry out the obligaticns which they
have assumed unﬁar 'bhe Gha:‘ter.' ¢ the belief that there ia to *ne one
standard of 'Ereatmant ‘for the vhite races an& another for the non-white
- continues o gain atrength among 'bhe latte:‘, the future for solid.ari'by
umong the Members 6f the Unlted Mations R ard ccnsequently, for werld _'
peace, will indeed be dark, The Governmont of Indla therefore earmestly
desives that the United Naﬁime will consi&er the questicn of the
" treatment of In&iam in the t?n%un of Bouth Afr:lca, again, and take
'apprcpriate ac'tion e mxwm 0 snd 1b of ite char’eer; and reques‘hs
'bha‘h you will 'be 80 good &s ta p;.aca thig auh;]ect on ‘bhe prwisional
agenda of the forthcming setésiun of the General Assembly
(sagnea) P. P, PILIAT .
Represen‘kativs of Imlia.» .
‘o the Un:l“beﬂ. Ha'h‘lf:ma
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