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CONSTITUTIONS, ELECTORAL LAWS AND OTHER LEGAL INSTRUMENTS
RELATING TO THE FRANCHTSE OF WOMEN AND THEIR WITGTRTLTTY
TO PUBLIC CFFICE AND FUNCTIONS

(Memorandur sutmitted by the Secretary-General in accordance
with resolution 120(VI) of the Eeonomic and Soeial Council)

Since the publication of document A/619.of 23 August 1948, the
following new informefion has been received by the Secretariat:
Bulgeria - The final text of the relevent provisions of the Constitwtion
reads: :

 Artlcle 3. All citizens of the Poople's Reﬁublic who are above 18 years
of Bge, irrespective of sex, nationel origin, racé"religion; education,
profession, social status or matsrial situat;gn with the excepticn of thcse
under Judiclal disability or deprived of their clﬁl and political r:.ghts
are aligible to vote and to be eleoted T

A1l persons serving in the ranks of the Bulgarian.?eople s Army can vote
and can be elected on the same basis ag all otheriBulgarian cltizens.

Article 72. Women have equ&l rights with men in all spheras of the
‘state, private, sconcmic, ‘publie, cultural and political life,

Fl Selvador - The Consbitution now in force is thqﬁ of 13 August 1886 as
onended on 29 Noverber 19k%5, The pertinent’ articles are:

Article 51. All Salvadorians of 18 years of age and those who are
morried and have obtained soms literary degree, efen though they hawve not
ruached that age, &0 citizons. ; | |

Article 60, To be elec ed deputy, it is neéessary to be more than 25
years of age, a Salvadorien cltizen of recognizea honasty end education without
having lost citizenship in the five yetrs previouT to the election and to
be a native of the Department that elects him, j

Article 122, All Ssivadorian citizemns shall exercise the rightes of
suffragé. " The exercige of these rights shall be‘regulated by the law. %
Gormany - The following information hes boen received by the Sscreteriat up o
the pregent time. Effcris are being cemtinued toiobtain the original “exts of
the Constitutions of Brandenburg, MbcklenburguPomﬁrania and Saxony -Anhalt.

No cqnstitutiona were promulgated in the Gormen States in the British Zone ond
in the ci@y of Berlin.

———— ‘
¥ The word "salvadorenc" may be interpreted to mean only men.
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Bavaria - Constitublon of i Daoemﬁer 1946;

hrticie 7. ¢ Every (Bavarisii) national whiols 2l years old™is g citizen
'witheut distinction of birth, race, sex, creed and occupation,

Article 1k, The doputies are elected... by all qualified voting
citizens in R general equ&l direct and secret clec’ 1on.:. Evcny
qualifiad citizan vho 1s 25 years old is eligibla for election.ﬁ
Hesse ~ Constitution of 1 Deqember 19h6 .

Article 1.  All men are equal before the lew without diatinction of
8GX, race, ‘birth snd religious or political convictions

Article‘23 A1l German citizens over 21 years of age vho are domiciloa

in Hesge, and have not been deprived of thelr rightes io vote arc ntitlci|

to vote. © The franchisc ism general , equal, secrot and direct.
Article 75. Persons possessing the franchise who are 25 yesars of age

" are eligible for election.
Wirttemberg-Baden - Constitution of 21 November 1946:

Article 2. 'All persons, irrespective of sex and origin are. freo and
squal befors the law.. ’ ' ;

Article hg. All citizens of the State who have completed their twenty-
'Tlrst year on the day of the vote and who have resided within the

torritory of the State for at least onc year, are entitled to vote...
A1l electlons anil referends to be performed by the people om the bagis
of this Constitution are gemeral, equal, direct and secret.

Article 52. Any person who ls cntitled to vote and who has attainod
his twenty-fifth year of age 1s eligilble for élection. ‘

State of Bremen - Article 76. ALl men &nd women of more thom 21 years

of age who possess German natidnaiity and have resided in the territory

- of the State of Bremen for at least thrse months before slegtlon doy,

are entitled to vote.

Article 78. All men and women entitled to vote, who have completed
their twenty-fifih year and have resided in the territdry of the State
of Bremen for at least a year msy be elected to the lsgislature.

FRENCH ZONE -

dd

Baden - Article 2. All inhabitents of Baden, whatever their origin,

‘race, religion or political belisfs, are equal before the law., Men and
' women shall have the geme political rights and duties. No privileges

ettach to birth, race or gex. .
Article 58. All elections and- reforends to be carried out by the

‘people on the basls of the Constitution shall be universal, sequal,

seocret and direct.
Bhinsland-Palatinate - Articls 17. Mon and women ghall havs the same
politicel rights and obligations.

[Article l@f'
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without 4istinction of race, réligion,
poiltical affiliation or sexL shall he eligible for publi¢ office a8
far ag the law periits c¢mmensuiatb with thelr qualifications end
eﬁperiebcé«
Wirtenborg-Hohenzollern - Arblcle 6. | irferences of birh, sex, race,
religion and social gtatua.d¢ net, asg # rule, Justif&'dif%eﬁenges of
rlghte and autlos. _
Article 22 All citizens are entitla to wote who, on ;a daﬁe of
“the vote or election, have c@mpleted -t eir twenty-first yéar and fulfil
the qualificatlons defined iﬂ the electoral law for the Diat.
SOVIET ZONE.
Sazony. - Artiols 22.  Womenihave oqual rights with men 1@ a1l sphercs
_'of state econcmic a#d Bocial life. Any legnl provision vhich conflict
with equal rights of womﬁn shall be abrogated |
Article 28. ALl citizens who haveloampleted their eightéenmh year by
tha day of the election and who are damiciled in the Stat@ of Saxony,
are entitled to the franshis&. All voters who h&ve campleted thelr
twanty—firat year by the d&y|of the eleotion are eligibleﬂfor alection.
Thuringia - Article 3. |
(5) Deputiss ghall be slected by universal, equal, &ecret and
:direct suffrage\based on- the principles of proportioﬂal

representation.;
(6) AlL men and women of German nationallity who h&v¢ complebed
their twentieth‘year hy the day of the election, wholara damiciled
in the State of Thuringia are entitled to the franchiss.
Italy - Gonstitution of 27 Decembeor 1947

Article k8. ALY citizens, mele or femﬁle who have attaijjed their

majority are electors
. The suffrage is person&l squal, free and’ secret. Its exercise is o
civic iuty

The right to vote may be reatricted only on the grounds of loss of
civll rights or by reason of an irrevocable penal gentence or in cases of
nmoral, turpitﬁde specifiled hy the l&w. ’

Articlé 2L A11 citizens of eithem sex, may hold public ¢fficea or
elective poaitions on & fouting of equalqﬂy in accordamce withlthe
requirementa laid down by low,

Mexico - The Gonstitution now in force is the cns of .5 Februarg 1917, wzth
soveral amendmsnts, the last of which 1s dated 1z Februany 1947,

Article 51 (a8 enonded on 29 April 1933) The Chamber oﬁ Deputies
shall be composed. of representatives of ﬂhe nation. elected bieqnially by the
citizens of Mexico.

a - /Aﬁtigle,jh



Af619/Ada. 1
Poge 4

Artlcle Sh. :The election of deputies shall be direct and carried out
In the menner prescribed by the elsctoral law; T

Law on the Election of Deputles and Senators of +he Federal Congress

»0nd, the; President of tho Republic - 31 December 19ks: e

Article 40. Mexican males of eighteen years of age 1f marrisd, ond
twenty-cne years of ags if unmerried, in the possession of  thseir polltical
rights and insecribed on the electoral rogistor and lists, are electors.
Mongolien People's Republic - Constitution of 30 dune l9h0 as amended on
28 September 19kh:

- Article 71. A1l citizens of the Mongolien People's Republic, who have
reoched the age of ‘18, have the right to porticipate 1n the elections and
to be elected, irrospective of thelr Bex, nationality, religlom, eduoation
nomadic or settled mode of life, and property status, with the exeeption of |
the insane and persons convicted by the court, whose gentence includes

deprivation of elsctoral rights.

Article ng Wemen have the right to elect and be elected on equal
terms with men. |
Nicarague - The Constitution mow in force is that of 22 January 1948.

Artlcle 28. ...ALl Nicarsguens over 21 yenrs of age and those over 18
yoors of age who Xmow how to reed and write end who ore married are ciltizens.

. frticle 29, Citizens have the right to be slected or appointed to
public offica,.

Article 30, Citizens have the duty... to voto in the popular elections#
‘Rowmants - The Constitution now in Torce is that of 13 April 1948. fThe
pertinent articles ars: . .

Artiele 16. ALl citizems of the P'eépié's Republic of Rowmenia,
lrrespective of sex, nationslity, race, religion or eﬁuoational qualifications
are equal before the law.

Article 18.  All citizens, irrespective of sex, nationality, race,
religicn, educational qualifications professien, inoluding servicemen,
maglatrates and civil servants, have the right of eleocting end of belng
elected to all the organs of the State.

A1l citizens who have reached the age of 18 have the right to vote, and
2ll citizens who have reached the ags of 23 have the right to be olected.
Syria - The Electoral Law promulgated 21 Mey lQhT adds the following
provision to the geheral omes conmtalned in the Constitution of 14 May 1930.

Article 9. Ehery male Syri&n who hag reached the age of 20 on or
before January 1 of the yeor of the election shall be an elector..

% Tho word "nicaragucnses" ey be interpreted to moan only men.
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Union of Sovlet chialist Republics - In addition to the erticles quoted in
document Af619, the following article should be consldered.
Article 128. Women in the USSR are granted squal rights with men in

all spheres of economic, govermment, cultural, political and other public
activity.

—————





