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. ' ' . 
Mr. President, .Ladies and Gentlcmen, 

For some of us who have had the privilege of observing at first 
· ; · '. 

hand the stupendous work accomplished by the Preparatory Commission 
. . 

of the United Nations, that Conference was not merely a oold Protocol, 

but on the contrary, a pEJriod of serious action dedi co. ted to the 

tD,sk of assuring the juridical normality of a "WOrld in danger of 
' ' 

suffering pe~ontly from a noxious cynicism; in that Council there 

existed the wisest purposes for the success of a new conception of 
. . . 

constru~tive and .vigilant internationaiism, the directives for a 

humanity capable of appreciating the prodigious evolution impose~ by 

the course of events. Nevertheless, duri~g the sessions of the 

General Assombly1 many other problo~ have been dealt with objeot:i.veiy, 

probl~ which stiil obscure the perspeotiv~ peace, and. endeavours 
. . ·. . . 

have been dedicated to the erection of a more firm and just universal 

concept. !fut notwithstanding this, the great publio is wondering 

anxiously, and frequently inquires,, whether the emphasis which was 

placed on culture and morals in our deliberations, has not been lost 
! • , ; • • ·: 'I ; 

to· sight in the welter of cold and elaborate phrases of juridical . . . 
procedure, aild in the dialeo·tlc :precision of the d.i:N'ererlt oommi ttees. 

. . . 

It · is dangerous and futile to give too much importance to mere 

sentimentality in the oo~ideration of co~lex questions, where cold 
. ' , . ·. . 

reasoning should, on the oontrary, predo!llina te; but it is· owing to 

the strange end sad priv.i,lege ~f having lived so fully and intinUitely 
. . . 

the European tragedies, of having observed the pathetic scenes of exodus, 
. . . 

the desperate acts occasi~ned by anger and powerlessness, ·chat I am 

urged to the duty of .affirming that, in .order 'that morality shoUld 

prevail, · it is indispensable to purify cruel realities by means of 

superior action. For this r easo·n, and at the risk of reiterating what 

is ,obvious, and justified only by the results produc.ed by hard f'a.ct and 

. not mere fantasy, I 'would l:i,ke to believe that, in spite of the gigantic 
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brutality of a past so recent, the present is certainly ·a terrifying 
. . 

problem of disequilibrium, -but, however; not one of retrogression. 
• • • , I 

I trust that in this Organization' there vdll persist the 
. . 

conviction that as an elemi:mto.l step, we must strive sincerely towards 

the re-estabiishment of universal confidence, for, as inisery .. renders 

impossible the briliian~e of many human qualities' so fear appears 

to be the stimulus of much, ·that is ignoble in the minds of men • 

. I hope t!W.t the peoples who united so instinctively in ihe face of 

a common mortal danger,· will be capable of inspiring by their. example 

a world-wide spirit of emulation, end of demonstratihg ah even greater 

capacity for sacrifice .for the . infW tely more noble ideals of peace. 
I· -

Then the weak co~tries would believe in 'the value of loyalty to the 

extreme expedient that the usefulness of .. the United Na-tions depends on 
., .. , . 

the true understanding of the gr~~t power~. They would believe too, 

that, in the interdependence between states,· the eminence of power 

acquired by the great nations would cease to be 'a.motive for fear, 

but. would be converted indeed, into a source of universal happiness. 

So the perplexities and doubts whiah in the past pre'VJ3:rited. the 

creative impulses of very noble statesmen from being translated into 

realities will be eliminated· for ever~ and the generous precepts 

cont~?-ined in the copious documents will. not be catalogued as vain and 

cruel rhetoric formulae. I believe 'that; at least, in this cosmic 

age, my modest intervention "may contribute . toihe gerierB.l attem.Pt to 

set aside spirits oppressed by an.accumulation of archaic complexities, 

and to establish the norms of a ciVilization, every day more pleasant,. 

which, in itself will be no accident, but wili' spring from a deep 

political and h1l.lll2.n urge. ·rn· the' t 'eJ.iing yet simpia· .m,rd.s of 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, "We shall strive for perfect:i.dn11 , · to·r I think we 

ma;y agree that the idealists of today are .. th~ practical m~n· of tomorrow. 

r · 
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A gre~t deal of perspicacity is not necessary to appreciate that 

in the present tremendous upheaval, when the most tragic happenings 
. ' 

seem to be simultaneous throughout the world, it is an inesca,pable 

duty to raise· ourse-lves, with a feeling of profound destiny, above 
• 0 • 

domestic preoccupations and to embrace the superior role of citizen­

ship of the world, demonstrating ·with a typical.instance of 

enlightened self-interest, that in accelerating the advent of 

prosperi_ty between neighbours, we are effectively benefiting entire 

mankind. 

Therefore, and wit~ al~ h"tlllrl,1ity, and confident that in these 

unprecedented circUmstances it is better to "be accused of' imprudence 
,. 

rather than to languish in complete inertia, allow mo to conclude by 

emphasizing the following points;-

1 .• To endeayo'ur to consolidate latent and dispersed factors 

and to ded.icate them to tho;} supreme creation of' a system of 

~nternational consciousness, capable of making available · to all 

countries the full benefits of civilization. 

2. To procure a coherent and adequate international. system of 

education which will inspire s eeking and alert minds, creators 

of more serenity and oollecti ve responsibility, on the lines 

offered by the decis ions of .the United. Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cul"t;ural brganization •. 

3. To insist, above all, in.rendering less manifest or frequent_, 

the conflicts created betWeen economic.international ,policies and 

national urgencies. 

4. To. intensify communications_, and to encourage in"the press 

and on the radio_, mutua~ respect and appreciation. 

5· No.t to be discouraged by the melancholy contemplation of 

f'ru.stra ted illtisions. 

~. To stimulate, ever,iwh.ere, sufficient and serene capacity to 

----------L - - ----------------
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~dapt ourselves to special circumstances, and to give vigorous 

style to tho human· element, ·which could bo u perpetual factor 

of international· happiness. 

Mr. Cliairman,I feel that in the deliberations of all the 

United Nations Organiza tions, we ccm never lay too much stress on 

the aspect of education and cul tu.re. As I . said on another 
, ' 

occasion "Today, V'lhen peoples are capable of repUdiating cmphllti.cally 

humiliating psychological obstaclas,now when the most celebrated 

anthropologists ridicule the coloss&l arrogance of racial superiori t, 

and are agreed in affirming that thore is no scientific discernible 

connection between racial and cultural attributes, this is the 

propitious moment to aim at the· highest. excellence of mind, and to 

discover the best manner of ensuring that .the s'Ulll of individual 

effort finds the most fertile expression. 11 Fdr the young countries 

desirous of satisfYing their striving for gl~ and justice, nothing 

will be more encouraging than the certainty of converting rapidly 

their scanty popUlations into compact social entities Whiah, for thai 

quality 1 would be more apt for the fulfilment of gi"ea ter loyal ties 

and higher tasks. 
.· 

Thus would the worlc1. become a field of ceaseless productive 

energy, and 'the more ~leg~t for its spirituality; or, at the very 

least, ;vould it become a reality in wbioh,· instead of· abundant .. 
promises of rights, there woUld exist the austere f'oroe of economic 

and social justice. 

.... ' \ 

.. ; 




