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The Delegafe for Honduras (H.E. Dr. Piburcio Carias, Jr.)
has asked that text of the speech which he was unavoidably prevented
from making when the Report of the Third Committee was discussed in
the plenary meeting of the General Assembly on 12 February 1946,

should be circulated for the information of members.
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Mr. Presidl.ent», Ladiesland Géﬁtiemén; |
Fof some of us who have had the p:;ivii(;ge of-‘ observing at first
hand. the stujpendous work accomplished by 'the Prepa.ra.tory Commiss:.on
| of 'hhe Um.ted Nat:.ons , that Conference was not merely a cola Protoool ’
but on the contrr.\ry, a period of serious action dedicated to the
task of a.ssuring the Juridical normal:.ty of a world in danger of
sufferlng permgnently f‘rom a noxious cym.clsm in that Gou:ncil there
existed the 'msest puzposes for the auccess of 8 new concer_p'hion of
constructive and.lvigilant :L;ternationalism, the directives f‘or a
humanity capable of appréc*iigting» the pz;od:l;gious e\}éluiéiﬁn imposeci by
the course of Qvenfs. I\Teﬁértheless . ‘dui'ing the sessions of the
General Assem‘bly, other pro'blnms have been dealt with objectively,
problems which still obscure the perspective peace . and endeavours
have been de&.lcated to the erection of a more fim and just universal
coneept. Bu‘c notwithstanding thisg, the great public is wondering
amciou-sly-, and, fx:-equentls; i'nqt'zires,, %rhether the emphasis which was
pla:.:sd on culture and morals in our del:.beratlons ’ has not been lost
to s:.gh‘t: in the Welter of oold and alaborate phrases of’ Juridlcal
procedm*e, and :Ln the dlalec-blc preclslon of the differert committees.
' It is dangerous and f‘utlle to glve too much impor’banee to mere
sen‘himenta.llty in the considerat:.on of complex questions, where oold
reasoning should, on 'the oon'brary, predomlna.%e 'but it is ormng to
the s'bremga and sad priv;.lege of hav:mg lived. so fully and intmataly
the European tvageclies s of having qbserved the pa.'bhet:Lq scc_anes of exodﬁs,
the desperate acts occasionec‘i by anger and powerlaséness 3 'bhé.t I a.mr
urged to the duty of affirm:.ng that, in order tha.‘h morality should
pravail, :Lt is :Lndlspensable to purz.fy oruel reallties by means of
superior actlon. For th:l_s resson, and at the risk of reiterating what
ig obvlous, and justified only by the results produced by hard fact and

‘not mere fantasy, I would like %o believe that, in spite of the gigentio
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i brutallty of a pas‘t 50 recent, the present is certainly | a terrifying
~ problem of d" sequlllbrlum, but, however, not one of retrogression.

I trust 'I:ha.t in this Organ:l.za.tlon there will perstlst the
‘con'viction tha.'l; as an elamental step, we must strive sincerely towards
the re—establlsh.ment of universal confldence, for, as misery renders
ir@ossﬂale the 'brilliance of many human quallties, 80 fear appeers
to be 'the stlmulus of nmeh, “that is ignoble in the minds of men.

i I_iope ‘th'a..t the pecples who united so instinctively inthe face of
a‘co;nm.on morl{:al dangsr,' w:.ll be ca.ﬁ.aib.ie‘ o'f iné_p'iring by their example
a world-ﬂde s;pirit of emulation, 'and of demonstratihg an even greater
capacnty fcr sacr:l.flce for the inflmtely more noble 1deals of peaee.
Then the weak countmes would believe in the value of loyalty to the
extreme expedient that the usefulness of “the United Nations depends on
the true unders‘é;zslding of the graat i:owe'z:'é. They would ;believe—-too 5
that, in the intardep.'endence between states, the eminence of power
at:q_u:;ill;ed by the great nations would cemse to be 'é;"motive for fear,
but would be converted indeed, into a source of universal heppinoss.
So the perplexities and doubts which in the past prevented the
G_I'ea.ti‘;re. ‘imp.f;.llses of very noble statesmen Prom beﬁ'.ng translated into
reaiitiles.wili ;De eliminated for ever, and the generous precepts
conta:.ned in the cop:.ous documents will not be catalogued as vain and
cruel rhetoric fom:fullae. I believe tha‘l:, at lgast, in this cosmic
age, my modest intervention ney contribute. to the general attempt to
set aside spirits oppressed by an accumildtion of a.rché.id complexities,
and to establish the norms of a civiliza.tion, every day more pleasant,
which, in itself will be no accident, but will spring from a desp
political and humen urge. “In the telling yet simple words of
Franklin D. Roosevelt, "We shall strive for perfection", for I think we

may egree that the idealists of todsy are the practical mén of ‘tomorrow.
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A great deal of perspicacity is not neoes.sary to appreciate that
in the present ’r.remend’ous upheaval, when the most tragic happenings
seem to be s:.rml‘caneous throughout the world, it ig an inescapable
duty to raise- oursarlves, with a fecling of profound destiny, above
‘domestic preoccupations and to embrace the superior role of citizen-
ship of the world, demonstrating with a typical ‘instance of
.enligh’cenod self-interest, that in a.cceierating the advent of
pmsperif:y between neighbours, we are effectively benefiting entire
mankmd.

o Therefore » end with all humility, and confiident that in these
unpreoe@ented circimstances it is better to be accused of lmprudence
rather than o languish in complete inertia, allow mc to conclude by
”.omphfasizin-g the following points:-

‘ 1. To eno.eaizro'ur to consolidate latent and dispersed factors
end to dedicate them to the supreme creation of a system of
international consciousness, capable of meking available to all
countries the full benefits of civilization.

2. To procure a coherent and odequate international. system of
educa'blon which will inspire secking and alert minds s creators
o:f’ more serenity and collective responsibility, on the lines
offered by the decisions of .the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Gﬁltpral Organization.. »

5.. To insist, above all,l in, rendering less manifest or frequent,
the conf‘lzi_.c'bs created between economiec .international ‘policies and
national urgencies., o

4. To intensify communications, and to encourage in'the press
and on the md;lo, mitual respect and app:'-eoiation.

5. Not to be discouraged by the melancholy contemplat;ton of
frustrated illusions. |

6. To stimulate, everywhere, sufficient and serene capacity to
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adapt oﬁl:selves to special circumstences, and to give wvigorous

A style to the humu.n element, which could be a perpetusl factor

of in’aernational.‘: he;pbihess. -

lir. Ghm,l fecl that in the deliberations of all the
United Na.tions‘ Organizations", we con never ley tool much stross on
the aspect of educ-atioh and cuituq;'e. As I said on _another
occasic;n ""I‘od.ay, wlhen peoples aré capable of repudiating em;ph&tical]y
bumiliating psychological obstacles,now when the most celsbrated
anthropologists ridicﬁle the colnasdi arrogance of raciel superiorit
am'la.re agreed in affirming that 'i:here is no sclentific discenllible
cormection between racial and cultural attributes, this is the :
propitioﬁs moment to aim at tha"higheat.exoellence of mind, and to
discover tho best manner of onsuring that the sum of individual
effort finds th'e. most fertile expression,” Por the young countries
désifoizs of satisfying their striving for glory and Justice, nothing
will be more encouraging than the certainty of converting rapidly
their scanty popli.lations into compact social entities which, for thei
quaiity; would be more ept for the fulfilment of greater loyalties
_and highez;' tasks. )

Thﬁs would the v;c;r?ld become a field of ceaseless productive
energy, and the more alegant for its spirituality; or, at the very
Zéant,, would 4t beotme & realﬁzty in whioh, instead of abundant
promisre's of righ"cs,l there would. exist the austere force of economic

and social justice.
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