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LETTRE DATEE DU 12 NOVEMBRE 1991, ADRESSEE AU SECRETAIRE
GENERAL PAR LE REPRESENTANT PERMANENT DE L'IRAQ AUPRES
DE L'ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES

D'ordre de mon gouvernement, j'ai 1l'honneur de vous faire temir ci-joint
le texte d'une lettre datée du 12 novembre 1991 qui vous est adressée par
M. Ahmad Hussein, Ministre des affaires étrangéres de la République d'Iraq,
concernant les articles publiés par 1'hebdomadaire britannique The Independent
on Sunday, dans lesquels il est signalé que, selon le rapport établi ea
avril 1991 par l'Atomic Energy Authority (AEA) de Grande-Bretagme, les forces
alliées avaient utilisé lors de la guerre du Golfe des obus antichar a base
d'uranium appauvri et contenmant des produits chimiques toxiques et des
matieres radioactives qui risquent de provoquer ume grande catastrophe
écologique et une tragédie humaine.

Je vous serais obligé de biem vouloir faire distribuer le texte de la
présente lettre et de son annexe comme document du Conseil de sécurité.

L'Ambagsadevr.,
Représeptant permanent
(Signé) Abdul Amir A. AL-ANBARI

91-383490 7559R (F) VAR
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ANNEXE

Lettre datée du 12 novembre 1991, adressée au Secrétaire général
par le Ministre des affaires étrangéres de 1'Jxaq

J'aj 1'honneur de vous faire tenir ci-joint le texte des articles publiés
par 1l'hebdomadaire britannique The Independent on Sunday dans sa livraison du
70 novembre 1991. Citant le rapport établi en avril 1991 par 1'Atomic Energy
Authority (AEA) de Grande-Bretagne, 1'hebdomadaire rapporte de graves
révélations, a savoir que les forces alliées avaient utilisé pendant la guerre
du Gulfe des obus antichar a base d'uranium appauvri contenant des produits
chimiques toxiques et des matiéres radioactives qui risqueat de provogquer une
grande catastrophe écologique et une tragédie humaine.

Citant ledit rapport, 1'hebdomadaire rapporte que les avions et les chars
américains et britanniques ont tiré des dizaines de milliers d't us antichar a
base d'uranium appauvri (U-238) et que les produits chimiques et les
émanations radioactives qu'ils continuent de dégager risquent, & long terme,
de mettre en péril la vie de milliers de personnes.

L'hebdomadaire précise que si les chars américains ont tiré 5 000 obus a
base d'uranium contre les unités motorisées iraquiennes, 1'aviation américaine
en a tiré des dizaines de milliers, et que les obus tirés par les chars
peuvent contenir, a eux seuls, plus de 50 000 livres d'uranium appauvri, soit,
selon la Commission internationale de protection radiologique, assez de
matiéres radioactives pour exposer 500 000 personnes a3 un danger mortel.
L'hebdomadaire n'a pas donné d'estimation quant au nombre des personnes qui
risqueat de mourir du fait des rayonnements émis par les dizaines de milliers
d'obus de ce type tirés par 1'aviation américaine au cours des raids inten: es
menés pendant 42 jours contre les villes, villages et hameaux iraquiems. Or,
cela ne peut 8tre que plusieurs fois supérieur au chiffre indiqué.

Ces graves révélations jettent une lumiére crue sur les atrocités
américaines que chaque jour vient dévoiler et dont la derniére et non la
moindre aura été les milliers de soldats iraquiens enterrés vivants, et ne
font que confirmer le mépris dans lequel les Etats-Unis tiennent le droit
international, la Charte des Nations Unies, les Conventions de La Haye ot de
Genéve, les principes de Nuremberg et les lois de 1la guerre. Ironie du sort,
les Etats-Unis utilisent le droit international, la Charte des Nations Unies
et les résolutions du Conseil de sécurité pour couvrir ces crimes perpétrés
contre le peuple iraquien et les peuples et l'environnement de la région.

Nous vous demandons d'envoyer une équipe d'experts des Nations Unies pour
étudier les conséquences que pourrait avoir cette catastrophe sur les plans
écclogique et humain et les moyens d'y faire face. Nous langons également, a
travers vous, un appel a tous les pays, a toutes les organisations politiques,
humanitaires et ecologiques et a l'opinion publique mondiale pour dénoncer
haut et fort, ce crime et exiger la levée immediate de l'inique embargo
économique imposé au peuple iraquien, afin de permettre a ce dernier de
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mobiliser ses ressources pour attéuuer les congéquences a court et a long
_terme des crimes perpétrés par les Etats-Uais.

Veuaillez agrder, Monsieur le Secrétaire géméral, 1'expression de ma trés
hauto considération.

. .
I“L411n15§1§“ﬂgﬁ-?§fa‘xﬂﬁ

(Signé) Ahmad HUSSEIN
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"No action taken after secret repc_)rt wayr nmg of health ;
threat to Kuwaitis and clean-up teams from West |

Radioactive
waste left in-
- Gulf by a]ihes

By Nick Cohen
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4@ tons of depleicd wrahium on
e Guif war batlleficld, & secict
tepont by the Unied Ningdom
AMomec Eacrgy Authority  hes
wirned The shenusuliy toass and

rhouctive wante thicatens the } of Delence musiions supplier fe- )
bong-teron heatth of thousands of  snoasible for

Kuwsain, as well a5 Weostern
Cican-up icums. 1t could abo puss
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Ihe wranium wus in teas of
*lhowands of  armour-picrcing |
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British governmcnt or by RISl ¥ fhian for whe Kuwaiti Misiatry of
Ordnance, the privatised Ministry § Defense.
The AEA would oot suy
clearing the British © whethes the Kuwaitis bad been
wctor of the Gulf was bunleficld. | told. At the time the report was
“Discussions ase eoatinuing . produced po decision had been
with various parties” a seoidr . made on whether 10 inform the
AEA ofixid said st week | ka‘b‘g; w?o hl.':ve_paahcedbzc-
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{he fndependens on Sunday, cals
culates bt thete is casily eivsgh
wrasaum e Kowat aad scuthern
170G to causs ~300,000 poteniiad
Quatlss™, .
“Ihe authorily says shat this is &
purcly  theotaical  calcelation,
which i “obviously 8ot reatistic™,
Huwever, & adds 1hay the shees
volsaie of depleed sranium docs
“indicate @ sigaificant problea’™,
The repont was prepared in
Apnl by decommissivaing and -
drsontumination speciaisia worke
ing dor ALA Techaalyy, she
commrcid aem of the stoinie ag-
taaraty, at the Wurlras Bausdlah-
swit, Darset. The wuihoruy
agfered then 10 sead “a sriall and
dodicated Wcam”™ 10 the Gulf “in
Wwital confidensiakity™, Rwagied 10
wdenatfy e sice of the prodlem
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WO contentratiods o dopleted
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. patential deaths™ if it were in- .

bided, the repont auys.
Thia figure dean ac selatian 10

miifion (@ die, the usuaiunt sbell
would Lisve 10 be pulverazg inc
dust and S0 peeple wuals
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tnhide equal Guantitics.

The AEA s that the reat
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produced wheo deplated uranivm
shells have hit and bumed ou:
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* @ _ R would obviausly be of cousers tu

. . M . %
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b The DU will b apresd around e butieficld snd Lrget vERICIES "I Vaiy o veee-

and  quantities frow  Owi panicles © full sz gencUutens wud shol. N would e
vawite for poople W ploy clowe 10 kuge quznlitive of PU fur Joup piicds aud this
wi ld Obviously e of coutcsn 10 Wit locad population I ey colect this beavy meeal
'Enf heep "1, There will be specific d1cas §o which many founds will lave beea fired
whese Jocalised coniamination of vebicles snd tbe s0d) musy eaceed permisiible limits

politica) niobletn ¢reawd
UK jpierest that this is

A furiher contern 33 8 po
sound Kouwslt, Tbe pioblem will vot g0 sway ang sbould
by e cuvitonmeotal Jobby,
Lol Jefi 10 seas it3 head in

860 these could e haziudous 10 both Cledd up tezms and the locul populavion,

Bazurds of wars eatracts from the cvnﬂd}:mhél teport by the UK Atomde Eucrgy Autbority
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one of leaving sigoificunt quantities of wrablum
bo ckied before It becosnes o

the yenrs 10 come.

in Lo the Ruwait ang b

,tj

of risk:

SOLDIERS, minc-cleating ex-
peris and seconstnuction workers
in Kuwait have not received the
Atomic Energy Authority yepon
on the health risks posed by de-
pleted uranivm ammunition left
ying on the Sulf wer batleficld
by l*!xitish and American forces,

The amount of uranium used
in the Gull war theatre made it
very likely that there would be
contzminated sreas with large
amounts of urasfum dust, the au-
thority said in April, Given the

conditions in Kuwait, internation-

ally-secopnised uranium dosage
limits “could easily be exceeded if

special  arranpements, are  not .

mede,” it predicted. -, -

ulf teams not told
' Ton uraniim

‘wamed that

B AENBIBON LRI VOV By ¥

e e [y
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By Nick Cohen and
Tom Wilkie

Gulf in June said they had never

————

seccived any fnstructions from the

Rayal Ordnance project manag-

ers on what 10 do if shey encouns

tered depleted uranium, -

. Even f safety guidclines hove
been issucd subsequently, the
Atonmiic Energy Authority report
E'oi:us out that untrained workers

a contuminatléd area muy nof

secognise depleted uranium when

they meet it

he authority's six-month-old

proposul, &illl 1o be wecepted,
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ot told
. , ] .

qualificd operators
A e A

poisonous, like all heavy metal

. and jts effect was similar 1o that ¢
lead, he said, ,
U there is wranium du
around, it is casily kicked up int
the air and then people ca
breatbe it into their Jungs. Th
maximum permissible body b
den depends on the chemic
form of the vranium: some con
nds of uranium arc cleare

tom the body within a matter ¢ |

. @ays; others may reside within th
body for years. For the Jong-resic
.ing compounds, the maximur
,. E:nnissi'olc body burden is 60
“becquerels ~ 16 billionshs of ;
- Cune =~ equivalent 10 16 by
‘lionths of a gram of radium. Th
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the report and Jast week the Min-
istry of Defence, which had &
squadron of Royal Enginecrs
working on battleficld mine clear.
ance and the removal of military
equipment in Kuwait for four
months this summey with Royal
Orduance, said it was “not aware”
of tbe calls for experts to be
brought in 10 identify and
minimise bealthand environmen.
talisks, )
. Royd  Ordnance, the
privatiscd  munitions company
which is under contract to the Ku-

.wail government 1o clear mines |

_and .cluster-bombs  from the
beachies and deserts south of Ku.
wait City, suid that ji did know
that there were potential dangess,
The staff it had hired were under |

instructions to take proper pre. .

cavtions and wear gloves and pro-

tective clothing'when they cume ..

across depleied uranium.
But former Roys) Ordnance
employces who returned from the
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™=NC"ac1i00 has Deeh 1aheb OD . .and Scnsiive  €QUIPMEnt . WETE . IOIE permissive Lumits would al

Jow the equivalest of 160 bil
: Jionths of & gram of radium. "

_The body has patural mechg.
nisns for purging such heavy mej-
‘ -als, wansferring the uranivm ¢
company, which hus * the Lidneys and then excreting j)
1,000 employees and 9,000 sub- - shrough the urine. But 100 muc}:
contraclors  on ‘seconstruclion :uranium taken up at once wil
vork in Kuwait — was unable 10 “couse kidney failute. .~ . I
say if it had received anywamnings - - Dr Berry empbasised that be
about depleted uranivo, had no discet knowledpe of the

Many — perhaps most = of amounts or type of uranium {hat

neceded as the uranium would be

"The largest Western contrace
tor in the Gulf — Bechtel, a US
engineering  and  rmanageshen

Ahe uranium rounds in the desert .,-might be present as a result of the
will be in lasge frapments and not - use of tank-busting shells in the
.particularly menacing. Risks arise ' Gulf war, but said the main worry
whese they have been broken up “,would be dust produced sfici the

aficr smashing into Iraqi armour, _shells impacted. e
. Dr Roges, Berry, director of ., *: “ it's all setuined inside she
health and sufety at British Nucle- -, tanks then there would be po ¢-

~ar Fuels, said that it was the ;. vircomental pollution problent”

chemical toxicity of uranium rath. *, But, Dr Berry ssid, depending on
¢r than jts mild sudioactivity the chemical conposition of the
which posed a threal. ¢ . vrenjum inside she 14nks, he

“The big problem Is dust,” Dr - would expect.that personne! dig-
Berry suid, “and the main route ~ mantling them would huve 10 be
{i}mo the body] is inhalution” protecied by sespisators, or pt

sanium is 8 heavy meta) and is - Jeast commercial dust masks, *
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“Arrow’ that can sto

By Chyistophier Bellamy
Defence Correspondent

AN ENGLISH archer at Aglan- . \I
court would have had no problem | .

understandivg the principles be. .
hind a depleted wranium antl.
tonk round. To  penttrate
armour, you want @ small, bard,
dense, shorp bead, driven by the
power of 2 much lurger device

. am e e w -

)
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-

a longbow, or § tank gun. “aeier f e ./
Depleted uranium - U-238 = » =~/ KUWAIT
Is extremely bard and dense,even | W --_--‘./--;-o-..-...'.l... '

more so thao the tungsten alloy
which is also used for solid ar-
wmour-piercing shol. Because of
his property, it is slso used for.
protection, in the srmour of the
US MiA1 taok, L
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U T he cor ob 8 DU round isthe”
penctrator — an arwour-plere- [ {ow depleted uranium ammunition works
ing wrrow, much lke those shot , :
&t Agincourt in 1415, 1t ¢ven bas
fins or Nights at the back to
stabllise Bt .
.. The pendtrator iswrappedin a
Usabot” (from the Freach for

clop) which fills the bore of the | -2 .0 - SR At
gun and imparts enormous encr» ~ | US 105mm M333 anti-tank round -3’72

gy. But after [t Jeaves the barecl, - L 1
the sabot is Kicked ofF and ihe A / gﬁé’fu‘fﬂ ::,lcnas

thip, biard cure carries on. Eveg If  Jmm il 3
the gun Is rified, sbe spiralling [P ST~ )

Fin Joitts Body o SED0Y Yt s DOplEhio bRy /3 .
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gruoves will only §mpart spin (o -«°\“ : To- N 1
the sabot, So the fins are still v I s e Cadl |
breded o keep the penetrator | Reerconsiiatng atmost, Hagments iy o Wi equomerd of men 1 o7 4 24| |
stabilised alier 1 has left lts cras [l in9ank. Dust pantictés ealeh fie bu ; 8 gl
dle. The full namc Is Armour. ¢ 200 810 suflocstng crew i U]
Ficreing,  Fin  Stabilised, . , . - ., .,  |. - oL Gaphe MatadRoune
Discarding Sabut (APFSDS). The . . X £ ) ' .

smuller DUrounds fired from the  compariment, can severely burs 300 DU rounds; they preferzed -
A-10 aircraftdo not have fins, end.  or kill the occupants. Vehlcles big ﬂ.ehigh Explosive Squash Head
are tbereiore APDS, . byDUrounds will be contaminate = (HESH) round which Is of moge !
- When Mt bits the larget, the ed with DU dust, Incidentally, general use. Exploding agoinst |
peotirator punces a hole right  this belped the Americans con. : the outside of a tank, HESH i
turough the armour, There were  firm that US Marive veblcles de- | blasis s scab off the loside sr- |
cases In which DU rounds were  stroyed ou the southern Kuwaiti | ‘mour of ibe vebicle, with borrific
fired ol taoks dug fo bebind sand  border had been bit by “fricndly - gesults for the crew, .
1 berms, and weat right through  firc, as the Jragls bad no DU .~ But tbe Americuns undoubted-
both the berm and the tank. What  smmusition. Rounds which fall  Jy fired many DU tank rounds.
exaclly dappens dcepends on  to find thelr mark will just bury The US Marloes fired DU rovads
where the round strikes. It may  themselves (o the sand, Infact.  from the 10Smam guns of their M.
¢rash juto the eagine compart. . US A-10 alreraft oever fire DU ' 60 taoks snd the US Army fired i
went, or §ly through the furret, rounds from thelr 3I0mm rapid- ~ from the 120mm guos of their
kooching oul the gup elevating  firfug cannon In peatetime, but it * MIAls, A Pentagon spukesman
gear, for example, or It may frag-  Is the standurd war ammunitivn. = suld last week that it was jmpos-
ment, killing the ercw, * Many of the 750 rounds on bourd ° sible fo say bow much ammual-
However, DU vounds do be. each A-10 would hiave been DU, * ¢fon had beep Gired during the
bave differentlysfrom tungsten.  And these would not unly have | 100-hour ground baitle, Jet slove
Depleted ursnium dust calches - beenused during the ground war, ~ what type. “You're™ot golng fo
firc jo air, sn effect called Srom 24 to 28 February, but also  get ap accurate count. There seal.
“pyrophoretic®, As the round throughout the sir war apainst Jy wouldn't be any peuson,
{ bores theough the srmuur and  Jruq, which began on 17 Junuary, . There's quite enough to do with.
beats up, i gives off dust which,”  British and US tanhs also used ~ out trylng to count the puniber of
wheo it calches alight In the crew , DU, The British fired fener thon *C bullets fired” . . )
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