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CARTA DE FECHA 12 DE NOVIEMBRE DE 1991 DIRIGIDA AL
SECRETARIO GENERAL POR EL REPRESENTANTE PERMANENTE
DEL IRAQ ANTE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

Siguiendo instrucciones de mi Gobierno, teango el honor de adjuntarle la
carta del Sr. Ahmad Hussein, Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de la Repiblica
del Iraq, de fecha 12 de noviembre de 1991 en relacién a los articulos
publicados por el periédico semanal britanico "The Independent on Sunday“.

Los mencionados articulos hacen referencia al descubrimiento que se hizo en el
informe que prepard la Sociedad Britdnica de la Energia Atémica en el mes de
abril de 1991 sobre el uso por las fuerzas aliadas durante la guerra del Golfo
de proyectiles antitanque fabricados con uranio empobrecido, que contiene
venenos guimicos y sustaancias radiactivas gque amenazan con provocar una enorme
catastrofe humana y medioambiental.

Le agradeceria que tuviera a bien disponer todo lo necesario para que
esta carta y su anexo se distribuyan como documento oficial del Consejo de
Seguridad,

(Pirmado) Abdul Amir A. AL-ANBARI
Embajador
Representante Permanente
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ANEXO I

- Jo_fecha 12 d ioml le 1991 diriqida al
Ezteriores del lxag

Tango el honor de adjuntarle con mi carta los articulos publicados por el
periddico semanal britdnico "The Independent on Sunday" en su nunero del
domingo 10 de noviembre de 199), que ponen al descubierto las graves
informaciones que contiene el informe preparado en abril de 1991 por la
Sociedad Britanica de la Energia Atdmica. En dicho informe se hace referencia
al uso que hicieron las fuerzas aliadas durante la guerra del Golfo de
proyectiles antitanque fabricados con uranio empobrecido, que contiene venenos
quimicos y sustancias radiactivas que amenazan con provocar una enorme
catdstrofe humana y medioambiental,

Citando el informe de la Sociedad Britanica de la Energia Atdmica, la
publicacidn dice que los aviones y los tanques estadounidenses y britdnicos
dispararon decenas de miles de proyectiles antitanque fabricados con uranio
empobrecido (U-238) sobre los carros de combate iraquies. Dice asimismo que
los venenos quimicos y los residuos radiactivos que dejaron y continuan
dejando los restos de estos proyectiles suponen una seria amenaza para la vida
de miles de habitantes.

Citando el informe, el semanario dice que los tanques estadounidenses
dispararon 5.000 proyectiles de uranio empobrecido sobre los carros de combate
iraquies, mientras los aviones estadounidenses dispararon decenas de miles de
estos mismos proyectiles. Solamente los proyectiles disparados desde los
carros de combate pueden contener mas de 5.000 libras de uranio empobrecido
que es una sustancia radiactiva que puede tener efectos letales y afectar,
segun las evaluaciones de la Comisidén Internacional de Proteccidn contra la
Radiactividad, a medio millén de personas. El1 semanario no hace mencidn
alguna de la posibilidad de que personas humanas estén expuestas al peligro de
muerte a causa de la radiactividad procedente de las decenas de miles de
proyectiles que dispararon los aviones estadounidenses sobre las ciudades, los
pueblos y las alcazabas iraquies durante 24 dias de intensos ataques. El
numero de afectados multiplica, con toda seguridad, dicha cifra.

Este grave descubrimiento se afiade a los crimenes estadounidenses que se
van descubriendo dia tras dia, el Gltimo de los cuales y no menos importante
fue la inhumacidén de miles de soldados iraquies vivos, Este hecho es una
muestra mas de las violaciones que los Estados Unidos hacen del derecho
internacional, de la Carta de las Naciones Unidas, de los Convenios de La Haya
y de Ginebra, del Estatuto de Nurenberg y de las disposiciones relativas al
degarme. Por 1la ironia del destino los Estados Unidos de América se sirven
del derecho internacional y de la Carta de las Naciones Unidas y de las
resoluciones del Consejo de Seguridad como un subterfugio para llevar a cabo
sus crimenes contra el pueblo del Iraq, los pueblos de la zona y su medio
ambiente. Pedimos a Vuestra Excelencia que envie un grupo de expertos de las
Naciones Unidas para estudiar el alcance de este desastre humano y
medioambiental y para concretar el modo de remediarlo. Invitamos tambieén, por
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"~ 7 “conducto de Vuestra Excelencia, a todos los paises, organizaciones politicas,
humanitarias y medioambientalesc y a la opinién publica internacional a
levantar su voz para deaunciar estos crimenes., Asimismo pedimos el inmediato
levantamiento del embargo econdmico contra el pueblo iragui. Todo ello coa la

" finalidad de que el Irag pueda explotar sus recursos para poner fin a las
serias consecuencias causadas por lot crimenes gue han perpetrado los
estadounidensas contra el pueblo iraqui.

Aprovecho la oportunidad para reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia las
seguridades de mi consideracidn mas distinguida.

(Eixmado) Ahmad HUSSEIN
Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores
de la Repiblica del Iraq

Bagdad, 12 de noviembre de 1991
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ANEXO II

]0 NU\-’EM um: 1991 CTHE N l.hEl’ENI)E'QT ON SUNI)AY

"No action taken after secret, x'eport war nmg of health ;
threat to Kuwaitis and clean-up teams fror. West

-~ Radioactive
waste left in
Gulf by a]lhes

By Nick Cohen ]
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- Gulf teams not told
of rigk from uranium

SOLDIERS, mine-Cleasing ex-
perts snd reconstruction workers
in Kuwait have not received the
Atomic Energy Authority report
on the health risks posed by de-
pleted uranium ammunition Jefi
ying on the Gulf war battleficld
by ﬁxitish and American forces.
The amount of uranive used
in the Gull war theatre made it
very likely that there would be
contaminated areas with lurge
amounts of uranjum dust, the au-
thority said in April. Given the
conditions in Kuwait, internation.
sllysecopnised uranium, dosage
binits “could easily be exceeded if

spicial  srrangepicnts, are  not .

mede,” it predicied. -,

.

By Nick Cohep and
Tom Wilkie

o T

Gulf in Juné said they had never

seceived any insiructions from the

+

Royal Ordnunce project mansg-

ers on what 10 do if they encouns

tered de{:‘lcsed vranium,

- Even if safety guidclines huve
been issucd subsequently, the
Avomic Enesgy Authority sepori

ints out that untesined workerss

8 contuminated ares muy nol
recognise depleted uranium when
theymees ft. = -

‘B4 Gpism &
‘. .

not told

.. Cune = equivalent 10 36 bil-
~lionths of & gram of sadium. The

poisonous, like all heavy metals,

. and fis effect was similar (0 that of
lead, he said,

) there §s wranium dus
around, it is casily kicked up into
the air and then people can
breatbe it into their Jungs. The
maximum permissible body buw-
den depends on the chemical
form of the vranium: some com:

unds of wranivm are cleare
tom the body within a matier ¢

. days; others may reside within the
“bodyforyears, For the long-residy
.ing compounds, the maximum
: i g:rmissiblc body burden is 600
_ ‘The authority’s sbh-month-old

‘proposul, stlll o be sccepted,
wamed that qualificd operators

vesels ~ 36 biltionths of *

b/
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_[™Ro"aclion has been iak dsensitive €qmpmicnt . were _ more penmissive Limits would al

: 0 ACHOD has been lakedh on . .an

the ieport and Jast wee)k the Min.
jsuy of Defence, which had &
| squadron of Royal Enginecrs
| working on battleficld mine clear-
ance and the removal of military
equipment in Kuwait fo; four

pooths this summer with Royal
-1 Orduance, said it was “not aware”
of e calls for experts 1o be
biought in 1o identify and
minimise Lealthand environmen-

,ul IN:S. o R

. Royal , Otdnance, the
pﬁr:l?scd munitions company
1 which js under contract to the Ku-
4. wail goverament te clear mines
and cluster-bombs  from the

"beackies and desents south of Ku-* . i
health and sufety at British Nucle- -

wait City, suld that ji did know
that these were potential dangers.
_The stoff it had hired were under .

instructions to ke propes pre- .

cautions and wear gloves and pro-
tective clothing'wlien they cume
sciess depleted uranium.

Put formes Royul Ordnance
employees who seturned from the

needed as the uranium would be ~

““difficult 10 locgte™. . - .-
The lasgest Western contracs
tor in the Gulf = Bechtel, a US
_eagineering  and  manageren
consullnm?' company, which has
1,000 employees snd 9,000 $ub-
conttaclors  on ‘seconstruction
work in Kuwait - was unable 10
say if it hud received any wamings
shout deplcted vranivo,
Muny - perhaps most .= of
e uranium soinds in the desent
will be in lasge fragments and not

.particularly menacing. Risks asise

, where they have been broken up
aficr smashing into lragi amour,
Dr Roges, Bersy, director of

swould be dust

low the equivalest of 160 bil
: Jionths of & gram of sadium. **

The body has patural mecha
- &iisns for pusging such heavy me)
-als, transferring the uranivm t¢
" the Lidneys and then excreting 3
© throuzh the wrine. But too muct
Juranium taken up at once wil
-couse kidney failuge, - -
. Ds Berry empbasised that be
had no dircet knowledge of the
amounts o7 type of vranjivm that

., miight be present as a zesult of the
.use of tank-busting shells in the

-Qulf var, but said the main worry

' produced afici the
_shells impacted, N

oM all setuined inside 1hi

- 1an)s then there would be oo ep-

.or Fuels, said .that it was the . vironmental pollution problent.”

chiemical toxicity of uranium sath.
er thun its mild sudiouctivity
which posed & threat, |

v “The big problem s dust,” Dr

ranium is 8 heavy metal and is

£, But, D Besry said, depending on
" the chemical composition of the
. wruniym inside she tanks, he
- would expect. that personnel dij.

" Berry svid, “and the main soute * mantling them would have 1o by
into the body] is inhalution.”.

_protected by sespirators, or gt

. Jeast commereial dust masls,
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‘Arrow’ that can stop a tank
P EaP

AN ENGLISH archer at Agln.
court would have had no probicm
understandiog the principles be-
| hind a depleted vranjum anti.
tank round. To penetrate
armour, you want @ small, hayd,
dense, sharp bead, driven by the
power of 2 much lurger device ~
a longbow, or § taok gun,

Depleted uranium ~ U-238 =
Is extremely hard and dense, even ~
more so thag the tungsten alloy =
which is also used for solid ave

smour-piercibg shot. Becsuse of | SAUDI ARABIA g A\

,thic‘ p:;‘opm‘y. :; Is also um} ‘Ixc\ Main areas of battie oiving -
rotection, ia the srmour of the X
US M1AL taok. " | (o dpeteduankmshels &/ f .
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T e core of & DU round Is the T o

punctrator — an srmour-plere- | Jigw depleted uranjum ammunition works, . ¢ 4

fng arrow, much ke those shot
&1 Agincourt in 3415, It ¢ven has
fins or Nights &t (he back Lo
stabllise I :
_.The punctrator is wrappeding .« |
-~ | “sabot” (from the French for
~§ clog) whick fills the Lore of the
{ sun and Imparts enormous enere -
gv. But after it Jeaves the barrcl, . |
the sabot is Kicked off snd the
thip, bard coxe carries on. Even If
-| the gua Is riNcd, the spiralling
grooves will only Imparl spin to
the sabot. So the fins are still
{ needed to Keep the penctrator
1 stubilised after it bas keft §s crae
dle. The full name Is Armour.

Fin . . ‘." Body '\ .;- ‘;-'&g'PPNCitU uranivin g .

US 105min MB33 ari-tank round ;% ety

3, ‘ Sabol falls from shell 35
,..(;3‘ - Nisaves pun bqnel

Afier penelidting armout, fragments iy off hitiing equibme nte ,.
intank. Dust panticles ealeh fue buming snd sullocating crew

f Picrcing,  Fin  Stabllised, . , ,. ... i, .., ) o o, . . gkt m‘uanm‘,
: DlscardingSabol (APFSDS).The .. - - . a8 . . .
souller DUrounds fired fromthe  compariment, can severely burs 00 DU sounds; they prefersed

A0 aircraft do not have fins, snd.  or kill the occupants. Vehicles bit | thehigb Explosive Squssh Head
are tbercfore AIPDS, : by DU sounds will becontaminate = (HESH) round which Js of moge
Whea It blts the Larpet, the ed with DU dust, Incldentally, - general use. Exploding against
penctrator punches 3 hole right  this belped the Awmericans con- : the outside of a tank, JLESH
tbrough the armour, There were  firm that US Maripe vebicles de- -, blasis » scad off the loside or-
cases I which DU rounds were . stroyed on she southern Kuwaiti . ‘mour of tbe vebicle, wilh borrific
fired of tanks dug fo bebind sand  border bad been bit by “ricndly , yesults for the erew. .
berms, and went right through  fire®, as the Jragls bad no DU . Buttbe Americuus undoubdted-
boih the bermand the (an). What  smmunitivn. Rounds which fall ~ ly fired many DU tank rounds.
exsctly bappess depends on  to find thelr mark will Just bury - The US Marines fired DU rvvods
whore the round steihes, Bt may themselves (o the sand, Intact. - from the 30Smm guns of their M.
crosh jnto she eagine comparte . US A-10 sircraft pever fire DU ' 60 taoks aod ibe US Arwy fired it
went, or fly through the furret, rounds from thelr 30mm rapid- | from fhe L20mm guos of their
kooching out the gup elevating  firiug cannon In peacetime, but it - MiAls, A Pentagon spokesman
gear, for example, or It may frug. Is the staudard war ammunitivn. : suld last week that it was impos.
mcot, Killing the erew, - Many of the 750 rounds on bourd ° sible fo ssy bow much ammwual-
However, DU rounds do be.  cach A-10 would have been DU, * tlon had beep Gred during the
bave differently. from tungsten.  And these would not only have | 100-hour ground basdle, let alove
Depleled urnnium dust ealches - been used during the ground war, . what type. “You'renot golng to
fite Io air, an effect called from 24 to 28 February, but also  get ap accurate count. There real-
“pyrophorctic®, As the round  throughout the air war against Jy wouldn's be any reuson. |
bores theough she armovr and  Jrug, which began on 7 Junuury, , There's guite enough to do with.
Leots up, It gives off dust which, . British and US tanks also used * out tryIng to count the number of
wheo I calehies alight In the eeew DU, The British fired fewer than bullets fired.”




