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Letter d~ted 22 June 1987 from the Permanent Repr~sentative

of El Salvador to.~he United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General

I have the 1l0nour to transmit to you the text of the note dated 13 June 1987
that the Mirllster for Foreign Affairs of El Salvador addressed to his Central
American colleaguo~. The note explains why my Government requested that the
meeting of Central American Presidents should be held on 10 and 11 August 1987, so
that the meeting in quest.ion should be preceded by three meetings of Ministers for
~oreign Affairs in order to allow careful, serious and full considerat~on of the
propo~al concerning peace for Central America, Gubmitted ly His Excellency,
Mr. Oscar Arias Sanche1., President of Costa Rica, thus leaving the required perioOs
of time for the relevant consultations and negotiations.

The text of th~ above-mention~ note is as follows:

"To Their F.l(cp.llenci~s, the Ministers for Foreien Affairs of Costa Rica,
Honduras, Guatemal~ and Nicaragu8\

Upon inRtrl.lctionR from Mr. Jose Napoleon nU;Ht"" Pn;>"iriE>nt of the
Republic, I have the honour to draw your attention to my C~vernment'B concern
about the possible threats to thp. achievement of a stahle and lasting regional
peace, <'lri~inIJ In tl1P current circumstnnct's frnm t.he holdinQ of the 1cheduled
~ummit meetinq of Cf'ntral Amerir.an Prl~sidentr" in Guatemala on 25 and 26 ."Tune,
at which the propos,11 entitled "rhe time for peace' Rubmitted by
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His Excellency, Mr. Oscar Arias Sanchez, Presioent of Costa Rh::a, is to be
CHSCUSBed •

As yo~ know, th is timely and cons tructive proposal and the lofty goals
pursued in it reprosant the basic foundation for achieving a regional
conR~nsus hased on the desire tor peace as a primary element from which
emanates thE:! common wE:lfar~) of all Central Americc:lna, who wiat, to 11v(' J life
in which they can construct and zealouAly safeguard pluralistic and
participatory democratic systems that can produce structures and collective
conc'lu~t character il"Jtic ot a new society, 1n El climate of hlHmony.

Thus, Sir, it is now evident that there is some slight poAsibility of
attaining the invaluable pri1.p. of peace as a result: of a procedure haAen on
serious, careful consideration of the matter in question, in the context of
multilateral concassions that will promote the conclusion of agreements
leaning to the achi'!vement of their cherished C)oLlls, through stric~ fLllfUrnl;'nt
of a h istor ic commi tmen t, wh ich - on the bas is of the poll tica1 will
demonstrated by our ~)vernments and with the international community as a
witness .. will g\Jar~'"tee the implemt=!ntation, verification "'nd control of ,1ll
the actions that will, when comhined, create a concept that is the direct
oppoDite of the mere absence of war.

You will understand that, like all great .:lcts throughout history, ell.
agreement of such importance can be ach ieved onl~' on the bas is of the
... H ... inment and fltrengthpning of an init1".' minimum ('('lnAPnllll1(q, \ohir.'h C1.ll'~ fm'
a climate conducive to dialogue and negotiation.

However, in the months preceding suhmission of the proposal it was not
~)ssible to hold preparatory meetings at which high-level representatives of
the five Statea conce~ned could give in-depth consideration to the ma~ter in
question with a view to paving thu way for such a hasic consensus, with th~

resu1 t that it has not been poss ihl~ to reach the min imum level of in it ia 1
agroement required in order for the Central Amer ican summit meeting to be a
succe!=ls.

Sir, in keeping with the high expectatinns that our peoples now have, 1
wi~h to appeal to you and tn suggest that a political opportunity should
immediately be made available, by agreement, for high-level consultationa and
negotiations, leauinq, db d IlldLtut III priority, tt. Lilt! dc.luptiull vC d text
setting forth such an initial consensus, for conslderation by the Pr~sidontH

at the Guatemala meetinq. I therefore belh:ve that it is vitally intportant
that the Ministers for Foreign Affairs shoul~ hold meetings on 26 June ann
10 and 30 July in order to adopt a hasic text to he the Aubject of fiMI
negotiations at the presidential summit mep-ting, which it would be wir;p b~

hold on 10 and 11 August.
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I thank you for your kind concern for the success of the presidential
summit meeting, whose purpose is to bring about a future in which there will
be peace and democracy in Central America. Accept, Sir, the assurances of my
highest consideration.

Ricardo Acevedo Peralta
Mloister for Foreign Affairs

of El Salvador"

I request you to have this letter circulated as an official document of the
General Assembly, under item 34 of the preliminary Jist, and of the Security
Council.

(Signed) Roberto MEZA
Ambassador

Permanent Representative


