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The meeting wi all rder at 10 M.
AGENDA ITEM 14 (gcontinued)
REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENKCY:

{a) NOTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TRANSMITTING THE REPORT OF THE AGEHCY
{A/467353)

(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/46/L.10)

Mr. MONTANO (Mexico) (interpretation from Spamish): As in previous
years, my delegation would like to put on record our thanks to Mr. Hans Blix,
the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), for his
detailed account of the activities of the Agency. The annual report of IAEA
and the statement by Mr. Blixz demonstrate the high degree of professionalism
and devotion with which the Agency's administratiom is discharging the
important responsibilities entrusted to it by its member States.

At a time when the Agency has been called upon to perform functions that
are of the highest importance to international peace and security. we must
emphasize ouvr recognition of the work that, with limited resources, the Agency
has carried out. This demonstrates the Agency's effectiveness and gives rise
to concern about the allecation of human and financial resources to ensure
that it is able fully to discharge its mandate and fulfil its objectives. We
remain firmly committed to providing adequate finance for the Agency and to
strengthening its programmes, which are matters of universal concern.

It seems premature at this stage to draw up a balance sheet of the
lessons learned from the conflict in the Persian Gulf with regard to the
information that hag beem obtained about the nuclear capacity of Iraq.
However, in compliance with the mandate that flowed from Security Council

resolutions 687 (1991} and 707 (1991)., the Agency has had to do unparalleled
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work, revealing hitherto-unknown aspects of the scope and limits of the
safequards system. The information that has been gained about failure to
comply with the obligatioans undertaken by a State signatory to the Treaty on
the Won-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons is cause for concern, and calls for

calm and well-balanced thought about the best way to avoid a repetition.
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There cannot be the slightest doubt that it has been possible to evade
the safequards system of the non-proliferation Treaty (NPT), whose application
is entrusted to JAEA. It is possible that we ars not dealing with only one
case, and this is cause for deep concern.

My country has stated repestedly in the past, and does s0 again, that we
must strengthen the system, with due regard for the Aifferences in the
financing capacities and nuclear installations of the developed and the
developing countries. We belleve we must continue to expand the safeguards
system in order to achieve a more tramsparent, universal system.

Mexico considers, however, that an effective safequards system requires
committed action on the part of the international community as a whole,
without exception., While it is true that one State has violated its
respousibilities under international law, we must admit that, in political
circumstances unlike those prevailing today. there was an extremely tolerant
attitude towards the supply of resources and infrastructure that made it
possible for this violation to occur,

Let there be no doubt: there are po r~asons that can justify the
infractions committed. But my delegation wishes to emphasize that we must
seek mechanisme to strengthen the safeguards system. Let us accept the urgent
need to review carefully the actions and obligations that we all share
regarding international security. In other cases, the United Nations has
recognized the wisdom of international cooperation in fighting problems that
atfect all of us., In this case, too, we must seek joint solutions that

involve the commitment of all Member States,



A/746/PV.3¢
7

(Mr, Montaio, Mexico)

At the same time, my delegation does not believe that, in trying to
strengthen the safequards system, we should take hasty action that weakens the
sovereign rights of States. We must remember that what happened in Iraq was
an extraordinary case that forced the intervention of the Security Council.
That experience showed that we could make an exceptional response to an
exceptional occurrence. However, we should not try to subordinate the normal,
reqular actions of the IAEA to special procedures, such as those used in the
case of Irag, which was the exception to the rule. The IAEA safeguards system
is a response to normal needs, as stipulated in the non-proliferation Treaty
(NPT) and in agreements between countries and IAEA. We should adhere to this
system. As in other cases that have proved responsive to joint action, we can
find a satisfactory balance between our need for greater security and respect
for the domestic jurisdiction of States.

On the other hand, Mexico considers that any effort to strengthen the
safeguards system of the Agency should not prejudice its other activities.
Thus, due accouat must be taken of the necessary balance between the major
activities of the Agency. 1In particular, my delegation holds firmly to its
position that we should not reduce available resources for technical
assistance and cooperation; these are fundamental activities of the Agency and
are of the utmost importance and necessity for the developing countries,

As we have pointed out in the past, security and development go hand in
hand. They can have no separate existence. Without a doubt, one of the
lessons to be learned from the Agency's activities in recent months, by
mandate of the Security Council, is that we must promote more decisively the

programmes designed for peaceful applications of nuclear technology. The



A/746/°FV. 34
8-10

(Mz, Montpde. Mezice)
contribution that the Agmsocy can maks to the development of cur countxies is
essential and should not be veduced for any reason whatsoavar. It bwars
repeating that such a reduciion would only undermine the Agyency's contribution
towards the security of our States.

The Agency., as can he seen from its report, continues to make a
fundamental contributior in matters of tood and agriculture, health and
medicine and industrial and sclentific development; and it also iuspires tha
confidence needed for the utilizatior. of the atom as a source of ensrgy.

We maintain that the Agency's programmes of technical cooperation shoulqd
be expanded and strengthened. This would help to ccnsolidate a more stable,
more secure internatiunal order within the framework of shared development.
This is an aresa that calls for greater resources and it could very well
benefit from tha recent positive developments that we have seen in disarmanent.

The Agency is called upon to play a central role in the establishment of
a more secure, peaceful, stable international society. We must ensure that,
as it assumes additional responsibilities, we do not lose sight of fundamental!
objectives such as the promotion of the peaceful, constructive use of nuclear
energy. The Agency must keep apart from political dehstes and circumstantial
considerations. 1Its objective and responsible work must not be compromised.
Its mandate inust maintain the balance that has been the source of the support
and confidence it receives from all States. W%e are sure that all States share
this view and that it will be able to live up to our expectations and the

requirements of the new international sjituation.
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Mr. KEARHILQ (Finlund): My do m=gation wishes to congratulste the
Director General of the Iunternational Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and his
staff on outstanding work during the past yenar. New vistas have been opened
for tha Ageacy's work. In the Director General's words, the central task of
the Agency has always been to contribute to the taming of nuclear power. My
Govermnent sees this task as two-I{old: to enhance confidence in nuclear
non-proliferation arrangemants, particularly the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, through safeguards: and to promcte the
safety of nuclear power generation.

It is no longer appropriate to assume that an intergovernmental
organization should promote the use of any given technology as such. In the
case of the Agency the best way to ensure a future for the peaceful use »f
nuclear energy is vo make it generally accepted aa envivoomentally safe. The
technical cooperation role of any organization should he derived from its
fundamental objectives.

The Helsinki Senior Ezpert Symposium on Electricity and the Environment
last May concluded, among other things., that nuclear power is the most likely
non-fossil source which can be deployed on a large scale and with costs
competitive with fossil fuels for base-load generation. This is the very
reason why we need IAEA, with its two main functicans: safeqguards and sarety.

The Directnr General has on a number of occasions expressed his
conviction that the present safequards system should be revised. He did so
most recently yesterday. We support fully the proposals made in his
statement. Indeea, the Agency's inspections in . ag under Security Council

resolution 687 (1991) have brought to light facts that raise questions about
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the very foundations of the Agency's current safeguards system. Iraqg's
clandestine pursult of puclear weapons, in brazen contravention of its Treaty
obligations., is a challeonge Lo IAEA which it must not fail to meet.

We note with aprreciation the work that IAEA, in cooperation with the
United Natiowy Speciai Commiszion, has already done in uncovering Iraq's
non-compliasce with its asuclear nou-proliferation commitmenta. It is in
recognition of that islie that Finland har joiped in spongoring this year's
Araft resolution on the report of IAEA. 1In this context it is important to
stress once again that the conclusion of a safeguards agreement is a legal -
and unconditional - obligation under the non-proliferation Treaty. Acceptance
pf safeguards should not be made conditional on the handling of extraneous
issues.

Finland supports the working out of a binding framework convention on
puclear safety 23 a necessary step forward for the continued use of nuclear
energy. The Director General referred to recent studies by the Agency that
have revealed serious safety risks in a number of nuclear power plants. The
Agency has donc valuable work in connection with the WWER 440/230-type
reactors. We hope that similar efforts wil) be undertaken with regard to the
RBMK-type reactnrs. Because of its geographical proximity to installations
with this type of technology, Fimland has a particular interest in their
safety.

The transfer of nuclear techniques for development has often been
mentioned as the third important task of IAEA. The Agency's technical
cooperation programme is indeed valuable. Because of the complexity of t.e
use of nuclear energy, however, the major part of the Agency's technical

cooperation projects have focused on non-energy activities or equipment. 1In
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our view the Agency's technical cooperation programme shonld be more closely
linked to its primary field of competence.

The International Atomic Enerqgy Agency has a special role within the
United Nations family; its objectives are related to one technology only.
This technology is applied in a number of areas which fall within the
competence of other intergoverumental organisations. Continued close
cooperation is necessary in order to introduce the right technology in the
right context within the framework of the overall needs of the recipient
country,

Mr. ERDOS (Hungary): The Hungarian delegation listened with
interest to the excellent introductory statement by the Director General of
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mr. Hans Blix, and also has
studied attentively the annual report of the Agency for 1990. I wish to
express our appreciation of the report, and our satisfaction with the Agency's
activities. It gives me pleasure to congratulate 'he Director General and
through him the highly motivated staff of IAEA or the exemplary, and if need
be, self-sacrificing work they have undertaken to meet fully the extraordinary
challenges of the laat year.

In the course of the year that has elapsed since the previous report was
discussed here, dramatic changes and developments have taken place in the
world which have a direct bearing upon the Agency. For the first time the
Security Council of the United Wations established that a party had violated
the nuc’ear non-proliferation Treaty. The conclusion was based on the
evidence discovere. by a series of special inspection missions of IAEA ia

cooperation with the Special Commissior of the Security Council.
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The violations of Treaty obligations, however, 414 not cease even after
the unanimous adoption of the relevant resolutions, in particular Security
Council resolution 707 (1991). In view of this fact, and aware of the unusual
circumstances that characterisze the monitoring missions, we wish to pay a
tribute to the Director General of IAEA and to the members of the special
ipspection teams for having conducted in a highly competent and akilful manner
the extremely sensitive and complex tasks entrusted to thom by the Security
Council.

In its recent resolution 715 (1991) the Security Council approved
detailed plans for future ongoing monitoring and verification of Iraq's
compliance with relevant parts of previous resolutions and requested further
contributions from the Agency. The Hungarian delegation feels assured that
IAEA for its part will not fail to live up to the expectations of the world
community as expressed by the Security Council and will carry out its tasks in
an effective mapner in order to help prevent any possible revival of the
clandestine programme. We are in full accord with all the stipulations of the

resolution, including those relating to financial implicati«ns,
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The Iragi vicolation of its safeguards agreement has revealed the need Lo
take urgent measures aimed at strengthening tune Agency's safequards system as
a whole. This nead has also been expresaed by others, and we fully share the
view that now it is the future credibility of the Agency which is at stake.
IAEA should be able to adapt itself to the fundamental changes of last year
and to the new requirements stemming from them. Im this context we associate
ourselves with delegations such as those of the Eurcpean Community that
suggest that a set of measures should be implemeated without any delay. Most
of ail, we support - as, in fact, we already supported, long before the Gulf
war - proposals concerning a more precise drafting of procedures to invoke
special inspections in the event of doubt arising regarding full compliance
with cbligations undertaken in safeqguards agreements with the Ageacy.
Hungarian delegations in Vieana have more than once explained our
understanding and our interpretation of this matter, and have also expressed
our readiness to participate in this process.

During the past year, dramatic events and unprecedented developmeats have
characterized ovr world. It is, therefore, a source of real satisfaction
that, in spite of all that turmeil, we can note significant advances in the
field of nuclear disarmament. In addition to specific measures such as the
Strategic Arms Reduction (START) agreement between the Soviet Union and the
United States and the announcement of a whole set of major steps by the same
countries, & number of other States have also coatributed towards the
uriversality of the Treaty on the Wor-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. We
welcome the announcement by Frasce and China of their wish to accede te the

Treaty. This prospect in itself is already having a beneficial effect upon
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the discussions concerning possible ways and means of strengthening the
safequards regime.

We are also glad to note that a number of Stat2s in southern Africa have
sigued the non-proliferation Treaty, and wish to call again on those States
that have not yet done 80 to follow suit. Hungariam delegations at various
forums have repeatedly expressed the view that all States parties to the
Treaty should fully implement all the obligatioms undertaken through their
adherence to it. One of the most important obligations for signatories is the
conclusion - including also undelayed ratification - ard unconditional
implementation of safeguards agreements, as was rightly emphasized by the
Board of Governors of the Agency in a resolution adopted in September.

Bearing in mind all the challenges to and opportunities for the
non-proliferation regime, the Agency should carefully consider the numerous
proposals that have been advanced about the necessary short-, medium- and
long-term actions to adjust the existing safeguards regime. If it does so
with remewed vigour and determination, the Agency could play a vital role and
ensure that the historic opportunity is not lost.

in our view, the very concept of the whole safequards approach ought to
be re-examined on a long-term basis with an eye on the future beyond 1995.
Those who are involved in the maintenance and improvement of the present
practice know very well that even the smallest correction to the regime is a
really complex and difficult task. The case of Irav has proved that there is
a need to look into the long-term pessibilities for adjustment of the present
safegquards approach, including criteria, methods and procedures. Such a

mighty project could be undertaken by the Agency omly in close cooperation
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with experts from member States. Hungary strongly supports the project and is
ready to take part in it,

The fundamental changes of the last tvo years have created a watershed
for IAEA, for the whole non-proliferation regime and alsc for the safeguards
system of the Agency, which is one of the pillars of that regime. For the
1995 extension conference of the non-proliferation Treaty to be a real
success, action must be starte® at the Agency as of today. Let me emphasize
here that Hungary is ready to make all the necessary efforts to facilitate the
establishment - in the medium term, at the appropriate time, directly under
the Director General - of & more intrusive, independent inspection capability,
starting with the ccllection and assessment of safeguards-related information
originating from the Governments of member States.

ln this context, the shocking experiences of the Agency's special
inspection teams in Iraq underscore the urgent need to restore, and without
much delay, confidence in the effectiveness and efficiency of the Agency's
safequards regime. The essential national security interests of countries
such as mine urgently demand the establishment of a new, more penetrating
international inspection and verification rejime. Consequently, we strongly
support every effort to strengthen, by such means, the force ¢f deterrence
against any clandestine activities by States in breach of their international
obligations.

On a short-term basis, it is now timely for the policy-making organs of
IAEA to consider, preferably at their next meeting, in December, and then
decide - hopefully, in February - the specific ways in which special

inspections are to be carried out. We feel that this is the issue which is
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the ripest for action inm the shortest time. %et us hope the opportunity wiil
not vanish., We should be aware that the work of the Board of Governors can be
successful only if the relevant proposals and documents are prepared and
distributed among member States by the beginning of November at the latest.

Turning now to the subject of an international safety convention -
another crucially important issue for the Agency - I wish to express our
support for the idea of a framework couvention, as was proposed recently at
the international nuclear safety Conference in Viemna. Again, we hope the
Secretariat will be able to prepare an outline for such an instrument and
offer suggestions as to subjects that might be covered.

We agree that the commitment of the parties to such a convention may
invoke only a step-by-step process towards standard international nuclear
safety, including the safe disposal of nuclear waste. Nevertheless, specific
obligations in this regard might be entered and later revised, without great
difficulties, in binding protocols attached to the convention.

We share the view of the Director General that a framework convention of
this kind may mark the beginning of a recognition that some standards and
rules in the field of nuclear safety must be defined intermatiomally and must
be mandatory. Bungary also agrees with an approach which would at first
include only basic rules and standards, to be expanded later as experience is
gained. There is no doubt that substandard nuclear safety practices should

not be accepted anywhere in the world.
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Before concluding my statement, may I mention the extrabudgetary projects
concerning the safety of first-generation watar cooled and moderated reactors,
carried out successfully by the Agency. We can agree that such projects ought
to be coordinated more efficiently in the future, taking into consideration
the positive experiences of countries which operate next-generation power
plants from the same supplier. In view of the large number of initiatives in
this field, it seems appropriste for us to establish a focal point within the
framework of IAEA to concentrate the necessary information and relevant
experience, as well as to determine the priority safety needs of the
individual countries.

Finally, let me simply state that we gladly accept the Agency's annual
report for 1990, and as an expression of our esteem for its valuable
activities, we have readily joined the sponsors of the draft resolution.

Mr, AKAEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from
Russian): I am addressing the Assembly today both as a member of the State
Council of the USSR and as a Head of one of its Republics, the Republic of
Kirghizstan, Therefore. I propose to dwell on two sets of issues. The first
is related to monitoring thye use of atomic energy and the second to
maiasta ning and expanding cooperation between the sovereign Republics that
used to make up the Soviet Union.

In real life these two groups of issues are closely interrelated and
contingent upon each other in a unique and remarkable amalgam of human
existence. A question may arise as to whather relations between the Soviet

Republics have much to do with the United Nations agenda.
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In this connection, let me recall what Franklin D. Roosevelt sald in
Chicago on 5 October 1937. Prophetic indeed were his words, that isclation of
the United States or any other natlon from economic and political upheavals
affecting any other part of the world could be fatal for everyone.

Politicians throughout the world and within the United Nations are
wondaring where the Soviet nuclear weapons and the entire USSR military
machine will end up should the Republics fail to agree on a military and
political union.

In fact, such fears are uot unfounded. 1In his 19%0 Nobel lecture,
William Faulkner spoke of a tiny element which, dissolving into a deadly
cloud, might strike the final hour on the clock of civilization. God forbia
that we should ever see this warning come true.

Before turning to the subject-matter of my statement, it is my duty and
privilege to make a brief comment on the United Natjons activities at large,
remember ing that on 24 October we will be celebrating iUnited Nations Day.

A thorough and comprehensive analysis of the changes happening in the
world today will show that the -ole of the United Nations is obviously
increasing., Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar has rightly pointed out
that the democratic transformations in the world, which started in 1985,
largely on the initiative of President Mikhail Gorbachev, have brought the
cold war to an end, and ended a period of stagnation as far as the United
Nations is concerned, giving the Organization a new lease of life.

Indeed, the ending of the cold war has destroyed the bipolar
configuration of the world which had crippied international relations for
decades. It has released the Security Council from the grip of paralysis,

bringing out the United Nations peacemaking potential.
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The forty-sixth sesaion of the General Asssembly has highlighted the
international community's priorities for what may be called a
post..confrontational stage in world development.

Three areas are of crucial importance: the maintenance of international
peace and security; protection of human rights; and such global issues as
disarmament, environmental protectijon and crime control.

HWe welcome the emerging consensus that on its long-term agenda the
international community should map out specific areas which call fo- concerted
action. We could not agree more with political leaders who say that the
"democratic consensus" that has developed in the world must now be
complemented with a genuine revolution in social fairness and economic
development. In this context, we commend President Bush's idea of building a
"pax universalis’,

The Soviet delegation, which I am deeply honoured to represent, is
satisfied with the statement made by the Director General of the International
Atomi~ Energy Agency (IAEA), Mr. Haups Blix. We would like to commend Mr. Blix
for a document of traditionally high quality which fully reflects the
extremely useful work done by an authoritative international organizatijon.

The Republic of Kirghizstan follows very cl sely the activities of the
IAEA. The uranium used in the first Soviet nuclear bombs and the first Soviet
nuclear power stations came from our Republic.

I must also add that our Republic, together with the rest of the § -viet
Union, highly appreciates the IAEA's efforts to monitor the Irag: nuc’zar

arsenal, pursuant to the relevant resolutions of the Security Council.
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The role of the IAEA in verifying the non-proliferstion of nuclear
weapons 1s becoming universally recognised. Today, the TAEA has become an
eftective guarantor of reductions in nuclear arsenals. We see the principal
objectives in this area in globalisirg the efforts to strengthen the
non-proliferation reqgime, making the 1968 Treaty an accord of unlimited
duration, and having the 1995 Review Conference legally confirm that status.

Some very promising trends hsave emerged in this area lateiy. Two nuclear
Powers, France and China, have declared their intention to become parties to

the non-proliferation Treaty. South Africa, Mozambique, Tanzania and Zambia

have acceded to the Treaty.
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In an alarming contrast, the developments in the Gulf region stamnd out
against the background cf real progress in strengthening the non-proliferation
regime. The Iragi assault on Kuwait and the resolute action taken by the
Security Council to thwart the aggression have made it possible for the IAEA
Board of Govermors to conclude, on the basis of the Agency's inspections in
Iraq under Security Council resolution 687 (1991), that Iraq is not honouring
its commitments under the agreement on IAEA safequards. I am quite certain
that these incidents do not indicate an inherent weakness in the IAEA
safeguards but rather demonstrate the possibility of circumventing the system.

We note with satisfaction that the IAEA Director General considers that
it is a matter of priority to increase the efficiency of safeguards and has
begun preparing proposals to that end. The wealth of experience gained in
implementing IAEA safequards and the Agency's unique potential could also
prove useful if used in the domain of fissionable materials. We urge that
these issues be placed on the negotiating table without further delay.

As may be seen from the annual report, the Agency was gemerally
successful in managing international cooperation in the field of peaceful uses
of atomic energy during the period under review. Once again it has
demonstrated its ability to respond promptly to the changing situation and to
new challenges. Speaking about the peaceful uses of atomic energy, I cannot
fail to mention with profound emotion and grief the accident at the Chernobyl
nuclear power plant. Today, about five years after it struck vast areas of
Belarus, Ukraine and Russia, this unprecedented disaster is still perceived as

a symbol of human tragedy.
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The major objective of each sovercign republic is to reduce to a minimum
the adverse effects of the disaster, within the iategrated goverament
programme for Chernobyl. Since May 1986 more than 25 billion roubles have
been earmarked for the programme, which covers a wide range of issues. Our
heartfelt gratitude goes to the United Hations Secretary-Genmeral,

Mr, Perez de Cuellar, the United Nations Coordinator of International
Cooperation for Chernobyl, Margaret Anstee, and also IAEA and other
specialized agencies, for their efforts to mitigate the consequences of the
disaster.

On behalf of the Soviet delegation, I should like to commend once more
the IAEA report for 1990 and to go on record in support of the draft
resolution.®

The second part of my statement will be devoted to the problems of a new
Union of sovereign republics in the context of international security.

Prospects for a democratic and civilized world order are closely linked
to future relations between sovereign republics, former constitueants of the
Soviet Union.

The world is going through amazing metamorphoses. For many years it was
generally felt that the major threat to intermational security was a poteatial
large-scale Soviet attack. Ironically, now that this danger has vanished into
thin air, the major new threat to world peace igs seen in the runaway

disintegration of the social and political structures of the Soviet Union.

# Mr. Pennaneach (Togo), Vice-Presideat, took the Chair.
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We have heard representatives of many countries stress that in the
interests of stability and world order the new Soviet Union must remain a
single subject of international law., They have said that a new, looser Soviet
Union must nevertheless remain a federation. Regrettably, these observers
tend to perceive events in the Soviet Union in an oversimplified manner.

In the meantime the sovereign republics, Kirghizstan in particular, are,
in the words of the great Leo Tolstoy, reading the lifebook of worry,
deception, misery and spite.

It is not for me, travelling outside my homeland, to anathematize
communism with a Soviet face. We are all hostages to that inhumane ideology
and its anti-human system. We all, in one way or another, must share the
blame for our past. However, I must say that the defeat of what was the most
heinous kind of totalitarianism in the history of mankind not only gave
republics the joy of victory but also confronted those republics, including
Rirghizstan, with economic, political and humanitarian challeanges whose
complexity has no precedent in post-war history.

Yet we, the people of the Republic of Kirghizstan, are lcoking to the
future with optimism and trust. You may ask where it comes from. Well, it
comes from the great sense of freedom we have won for ourselves. You have
only to imagine the value of that freedom, Therefore, please understand me
when I say that it often makes little sense for outside politicians to judge
what kind of coanfiguration cur union should adopt. Let me share with you my
own ideas in this respect.

The USSR as a State has, to all intents and purposes, ceased to exist.
it was able to survive as long as it was propped up by the centralized party

and government apparatus which controlled the military-industrial complex,
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the army and state security. Now that the centre has collapsed under the
weight of crimes it committed against its own people, there is no holding back
the will of the republics which have found their freedom ir a bid for
political and economic indeperdence.

Thers is no bringing back the USSR as a State which rested on the
foundations of the Russian empire. Any union of scvereign republics must now
be based only ova consensus about their vital interests. That consensus has
already led to the <igning of a Treaty on Economic Community. ! am now
praying that it may further result in the signiny of a treaty on a defence
union and a treaty on humanitarian cooperation between the sovereign
republics. It is my firm belief that in the long-term security perspective
the ideal solution for us, the sovereign republics, and for the rest of the
world would be a confederation along the lines of the British Commonwealth.

Hence, all treaties among the sovereign republics must inherently be part
of international law. It also follows that the issue of United Nations
membership for the sovereign republics must be seen in & totally different
light, Representatives of international organizations and of many Member
States feel that in the present circumstances a request for United Nations
membership from the Soviet republics, Kirghizstan in particular, would pose a

real dilemma for the United Nations as well as its Members.
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The Heads of some Member States suggest that the emtry of Soviet
republics into the United Nations may cause a chaia reaction in Yugoslavia,
Czechoslovakia, Canada and other countries. Others go so far as to say that
such a course might raise the possibility of the states of this country, the
United States, joining the United Nations as separate entities.

With all due respect I must say that such statements can mean only that
their authors are not entirely familiar with the unique and highly dramatic
situation, a situation dangerous for the rest of the world, that is developing
in my long-suffering country.

I believe that the entry of Kirghizstan and many other sovereign
republics into the United Nations would enable the world community to put to
use for the maintenance of internmational security the mechanisms of the
Organization that have stoocd the test of time. In that case, the great power
of revived regionalism and the efforts of the United Nations could be pooled
to secure peace on earth.

Mr. AMER (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from Arabic): The
delegation of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya would like to
express its appreciation for the report made by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) to the current session of the General Assembly, document
GC/35/953. We should also like to express our satisfactiom with the
comprehensive statement made by Mr. Hans Blix, Director General of the Agency,
on the Agency's activities in 1990. In view of the expanded nature of the
Agency's activities and the diversified fields with which the Agency deals, we
find it Aifficult to take up all activities and fields in this statement.

The IAEA performs a very prominent role in promoting cooperation in the

fields of the peaceful applications of atomic energy, the safe use of this
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energy and the preveation of its proliferation and use for destructive
purposes. Consequently, my delegation recognizes with appreciation the
prominent performance of the Agency's techmical assistance and cooperation
programme, in particular in the areas of food., agriculture, mining, water
resources, medicine, industry aand others. We also extend our appreciation to
the Agency for its symposia and seminars in nuclear applications for peaceful
purposes.

One of the principal priorities of the Agency is the entrenchment of the
concept of international cooperation in the fields of energy. This
multi-purpose priority, in one of its aspects, is demonstrated im the Agency's
response to the needs of the countries of the world, in particular the
developing nations.

The Agency's task in contributing to the use of atomic energy for
peaceful purposes., uspecially in the areas of soil fertility, food
preservation aad imsect and pest control, is a very important onme. Like other
members of the Agency, my country has benefited greatly from such activities.

Yesterday, we listened here in the General Assembly to Mr. Hans Blix'
review of the activities of the Agency and its cooperation with other
international organizations, especially in combating the screw worm fly in the
territories of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and North Africa in the late 1980s.
The technologies used in combating this dangerous worm have yielded successful
results. As Mr. Blix stated in his introductory statement before this bedy,
the damage caused by this pest in claiming the lives of over 12,000 heads of
livestock in 1990, has been reduced this year to only six cases and after the

first quarter there has not been one single case.
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Our delesgation takes this opportunity to express its appreciation to the
International Atomic Energy Agency and its Director Gemeral for their efforts
to combat and control this pest., We would also like to express our gratitude
to all interrnational regional organizations that contributed to this effort
and made it possible to end the threat posed by this dangerous worm. GStudies
have shown that had we failed the health of man and animal would have faced
great danger not only in Libya and Africa but also in the Mediterranean and
Europe.

In conclusion, I should also like to express our appreciation to the IAEA
and declare our support for its efforts in promoting and strengthening
international cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. We have
clearly demonstrated our desire to cooperate with the Agency through our
accession to the non-proliferation Treaty on 26 May 1975 and we are willing to
do ocur utmost to support the Agency and to enhance its prestige.

Mr. HATANQ (Japan): I am pleased to have this opportunity to state
the views of my delegation on the report of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA). I wish to begin by thanking the Director General,

Mr. Haoa Blix, £ - his statement, in which he ably described the report and
clearly illustrated the Agency's tasks and priorities. There is no doubt that
over a period of more than 30 years the Agency has been successfully
fulfilling its important mission as a technical and universal organization for
the promotion of peaceful uses of nuclear energy while contributing to wuclear
non-proliferation. Aware of this Agency's important role, my delegation

wishes to reconfirm Japan's continued support for the Agency and its various
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programmes and activities in the development of peaceful uses of nuclear
ERergy.

Permit me now to present my Goverument's position on some important
igsuss that are currently facing IAEBA. First of all, I would like to mention
that IABA is confronted with a new challenge in the area of the
non-proliferation of nuclear wespons. Irag's clandestine activities, which
are suspected of being related to the production of nuclear weapons, have been
disclosed through on-site inspections by IAEA, based on Security Council
resolution 687 (1991), following the Gulf War cease-fire., Irag is, however, a
party to the nor-proliferation Treaty and has signed a full-scope safequards

agreemant with IAEA,
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This violation by Irag underminez the noa-proliferation Treaty regims and
betrays the trust of those Member States which adheres te their safequards
agreements and promote the peaceful uses of auclear energy. Japan believes
that this violatien by Irag should be atroamgly condemmed by the intermational
community. 7This regrettable situation underscores the importance of the
non-proliferation of nuclear weapouns in the light of curreamt interaational
circumstances. Moreover, as Prime Minlater Kaifu said in a statement to the
United Nations disarmament confereace held in Kyoto this June, we must
recognize the need to enhance the effectiveness and credibility of the IAEA
safeguards system. Japan considers it imperative to improve the aystem at the
international level in order to ensure the effective and afficient
implementation of the safeguards.

From the very beginning Japan has strictly limited its nuclear-related
activities to peaceful purposes and has made the utmost effort towards
securing non-proliferation. We welcome the importunt progress that has been
made recently towards strengthening the non-proliferation Treaty regime. That
South Africa and the frent-line countries in Africa have signed the Treaty is
a significant step forward. Furthermora, Prance and China, nuclear-weapon
States which are not parties to the Treaty, now seem to be moving towards
accession to it.

Japan continues to appeal to those Member States which are not parties to
the Treaty to adhere to it as soon as possible. From ths point of view of
maintaining the reliability of the Treaty regime, it is quite regrettable that
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea continually fails to €ulfil its
obligation - the acceptance of IAEA full-scope safeguards - although it has

already signed the non-proliferation Treaty and is engaged in considerable
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nuclear-related activities. This affects the relationship of mutual trust
among Member States, and it rsduces the prestige of the Treaty, which a large
number of countries bhave adhered to. Japan requests that the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea take prompt action to put the agreement into
effect - namely, to sign, ratify, and implement the agreement without any
conditions and without further delay. In this respect, Japan wishes to
express its regret that the Democratic People's Republic of Korea has recently
indicated its negative attitude towards signing the safeguard agreement with
IAEA.

In conclusion, in the face of these new challenges Japan intends to play
a positive role while continuing to contribute to IAEA’s important techmical
cooperation efforts and alse to its work in the field of nuclear safety.

Mr, MUNTEANU (Romania) (interpretation from French): I should like
first to associate my delegation with the other delegations that have warmly
thanked the Director General of the International Atomic Enerqy Agency (IAEA)
for his importaat statement on the activities of the Agency. The Romanian
Government greatly appreciates the personal comtribution of Mr. Hans Blix, and
his tireless efforts to strengthen the Agency's role and its participation in
solving the major problems confronting the international community, to enhance
the Agency's contribution to the development of the peaceful uses of atomic
energy for the benefit of member States, and to increase that body's
international prestige.

Romania attaches particular importance to the Agency’'s work in promoting
the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and international cocoperation in that

field. In this connection, Romania enjoys fruitful cooperation with various
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countries, particﬁlarly Canada. We hope that an increased contributiom to our
programmes will be obtained through active cooperation with the Agency.

Among the Agency’s programmes and activities Romania places the highest
priority on those related to the ephancement of the safety of nuclear-power
stations and other nuclear installations; the protection of personnel, the
population and the enviroament; the effective implementation of a safeguazrds
system for the non-proliferation of nuclear weapoms; assistance and technical
cooperation in promoting the peaceful use of nuclear energy; and research into
and applications of nuclear techniques in socio-economic life. IAEA has
become an indispensable part of the international system for cooperation and
security in today's world in the fields I have just indicated.

Romania considers the Treaty on the Nen-Proliferation of Huclear Weapons
to be ore of the pillars of international stability and security. As a party
to that Treaty, my country complies fully and in good faith with the
obligations it has assumed, and takes firm action to ensure that all the
Treaty's objectives are carried out. We are convinced that the IAEA
safequards and effective verification measures are essential to the
achievement of the objective of the nuclear noan-proliferation regime. We
consider that the safeguards system must be further strengthened and expanded
to ensure that all the nuclear installations of non-nuclear-weapon States are
subject to the Agency safequards. Recently, important developments have
occurred which can contribute to strengthening the nuclear non-proliferation
regime, in particular, the adherence to the Treaty of Mozambique, South
Africa, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe and. more recently, Lithuania; the decision
of Prance and China to adhere to the Treaty; the intention expressed by some

other countries to become partieg to the Treaty; and the negotiations
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initiated by Argentina and Brasil with a view to concluding safequards
agreemants with IAEA. We hope that the process designed to ensure the
conclusion of a safequards agreement between the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea and IAEA will soon achieve positive results. All these political
acts, which should be welcomed by us all, are important steps towards the
universality of the Treaty.

Deeply devoted to the aims of non-proliferation, the Romanian Government
has recently taken supplementary legislative, institutional and practical
steps to conform to the most rigid international standards for nuclear exports

and to ensure their strict application.
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For a year now my country has been participating in the Zangger
Committee’s activities. Romania has accepted the simplified procedures for
the appointment of Agency inspectors. We support the Agency's implementation
of provisions of the agrsement in comnection with unannounced and special
inspections. We agree that there should be a system for universal
notification to the Agency., Romania accepts and implements the principle of
full-scope safeguards, which we think should become a basic rule of nuclear
trade and cooperation.

The annual report of IAEA and the Director General's introductory
statement give us a picture of the wide-ranging and productive activities in
which the Agency is engaged despite the obvious financial comstraints.

The Romanian Government is convinced that nuclear safety is essential to
the peaceful utilization of nuclear energy. The establishment of the first
nuclear-power station in Romania, with Canadian and Italian cooperatiomn, is
subject to continuous verification and supervision, in consultation with IAEA,
to ensure that national and international standards are strictly adhered to.

It goes without saying that the improvement in international cooperation
does not exempt countries from the responsibility of applying effective safety
and radiological-protection measures within their own borders. Nuclear safety
is a matter that concerns not only Member States that have nuclear-power
stations but other countries as well - particularly those that are susceptible
to the risks of tramsborder effects, as was demonstrated by the Chernobyl
accident. 1In this connection we should like to thank the Director General of
the Agency for his favourable treatment of the joint request made to him by
the Romanian and Bulgarian Govermments concerning multilateral, objective

expertise with regard to safety at Bulgaria's Kozlodui nuclear-power station.
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Still on the question of safety, I should like to indicate that the
Romanian Government has initiated the procedure for becoming a party to the
Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Matter, the Vienna Convention
on Civil Liability in the Field of Ruclear Damage and the Joint Protocol
relating to the Application of the Visnna (Convention and the Paris Conventlion.

In his statement, Director General Blix emphasises that this year has
been particularly important for IAEA. There can be no doubt that the Agency's
participation in the implementation of Security Council resolutions is one of
the reasons for that assessment. As a non-permanent member of the Security
Council, Romania participated in the preparation and adoption of the
resolutions relating to the Gulf war and its aftermath, including those giving
the IAEA a mandate in this respect. We appreciate the Agency's efforts and
activities with a view to discharging its responsibilities under the relevant
Security Council resolutions.

Romania is one of the sponsors of the draft resolution in document
A/36/L.10 concerning the report of the International Mtomic Energy Agency.

In conclusion, I wish to emphasize that the non-proliferation system and
international concern about puclear safety are of vital interest to the
international community. The spirit of cooperation and the sense of the
common good upon which IAEA is founded must prevail in hc years ahead.

Mr. SOTIRQV (Bulgaria): The Republic of Bulgaria has stated
repeatedly that it attaches great importance to the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) as a major werld iustitution., We therefore are
justifiably interested in the IAEA's latest report, which comes as further
evidence of the significant and instrumental role of that organization in

promoting peaceful nuclear activities while preverting the proliferation of
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nuc lear weapons. 1 should like, on behalf of my Government. tu avail myself
of this opportunity to thank the Director General, Mr. Hans Blix, for his
report. As can be seen from this report, the Agency is fscing up to the new
challenges posed by the current stage in internations) relations. 1In the new
conditions, TAEA has clearly demonstrated its potential and ability to take
effective action where such action is required.

Bulgaria values highly its cooperation with the Agency and the assistance
it receives., A number of IAEA assassment missions have been received in my
country to inapect the technological safety, assess the seismic
characteristics, and monitor the seismic resistance of installations, as well
as the condition of the equipment and staff at our nuclear-power plants, which
account for more than 40 per cent of Bulgaria's power-generating capacity.
That i3 why I should like to deal briefly with the aituation in this field.

It is now known that the old VVR-440-type reactors are bhelow modern
safety standards. They are therefore the subject of serious concern and
debate among experts and the general public. The mission of the Ageucy's
operational safety review team (OSART), carried out in June this year,
revealed a number of technical and organizational flaws, which, though not
giving rise to immediate danger of an accident, are totally unacceptable if
the consequences of a possible accident in the future are to be averted or
mitigated.

The Bulgarian Government accepted in full the conclusions and
recommendations made by the Agency's team and has taken swift and rer lute
action to eliminate the flaws that were found, regardless of the heavy strain

that such action is putting on the national economy. Reactors numbers 1, 3



A/46/PV .34
44

(Mr. Sotirov. Bulgaria)
and 4 were shut Jown immediately, and the closure of reactor number 2 is
perding. Whether reactors numbers 1 and 2 remaia in service at all will
depend on whether they can be reconstructed and moderanized. A series of
urgent repair messures in the case of reactors numbers 3 and 4 have made it
possible to put those reactors safely back on stream. Reactor number 5 - type
VYVR-1000 - which is operational, and reactor number 6, of the same type, which
is due to come on stream shortly, were also inspected by a special IABA team,
which noted the good techmical condition of the reactors and their smooth
operation. Nome the less, we have since adopted a programme with a view to
improving further the technical comdition of these reactors. We hope that
these programmes will be carried out with assistance from the World Bank.

A number of States - mainly Germany, the United States and Japan - as
well as the World Asscciation of Ruclear Operators (WANO), provided prompt
financial and technical assistance to Bulgaria, with IAPA acting as an
intermediary. We are deeply grateful for that assistance, which has been of
decisive impcrtance to our taking successful and competeat action on the most
urgent problems, as well as on the entire range of issues, especially in view
of the extremely difficult transitional stage through which the Bulgarian
economy is paasing.

The Bulgarian Government fully supports the statement made by
Mr. Hans Blix at the thirty-fifth session of the IAEA General Conference on
the implementation of the YVR-440 project launched by the Agency. We note
especially his remarks concerning the deep interest of other countries in the
safety of such reactors and the need for international cooperation and

assistance, under IAEA auspices, for countries operating such reactors.
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A nuclear accident, wherever it happers, is )lable to have transboundary,
even global, counseguences. The Chernobyl tragedy made this all too painfully
clear. Therefore, nowadays, internationsl cooperation in this sphere has more
than economic or techno-scientific importance; it has political and social
siganificance also. Guided by these principles, Bulgaria now pursues a policy
of complete openness on such matters and makes sure that the general public is
informed accordingly. 1t was for this reason that Bulgaris joined the

information system operated by the European Muclear Soclety (NUCNET).
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The non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) has been succeasfully in force for
over 20 years now. The practical results of the implementation of this legal
instrument have proven its essentlial importance for maintaining peace and
strengthening international security.

The nuclear-weapon States are taking steps in accordance with their
obligations under the Treaty. We welcome the bold initiatives of the United
States and the Soviet Union for significant reductions in their nuclear
arsenals. China, France and the United Kingdom are contributing positively
towards the strengthering of the Treaty. We note with satisfaction the
decisions of Albania, Mozambique, South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe
to become parties to the NPT, Also of substantial importance is the fact that
Argentina and Brazil are making positive changes in their national nuclear
policies.

Against this background, Bulgaria fully supports the inspection
activities carried out by the Agency, aimed at detecting violations by States
of their commitments and obligations. Any such violation is liable to arouse
the suspicion that nuclear material is 1ng abused for the development and
manufacture of nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. My country
supported the resolution adopted by the General Conference of the Ageancy at
its thirty-fifth session dealing with Iragq's non-compliance with its
obligations under the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and
under the safequards agreement signed between Iraq and the Agency.

Recent events, notably those related to threats to world peace and
security, have once again highlighted the need for IAEA to dir=ct its efforts
towards establishing such procedures and mechanisms as would rule out the

possibility of non-compliance. It i3 necessary to enhance further the
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safequards system in order to prevent the abuse of nuclear energy for military
purposes., We are glad to note that at its last General Conference the Agency
adopted a resolution providing for such an upgrading of the safeguards
system. In this connection, Bulgaria supports the Agency's efforts to
coanclude safeguards agreements with individual countries, especially those in
politically sensitive areas such as the Korean peninsula and the Middle East.

Bulgaria, as a party to the non-proliferation Treaty, complies with IAEA
safeguards in all its nuclear activities. which are exclusively for peaceful
purposes. It has also brought its trade practices into conformity with the
qguiding principles of nuclear-related exportation and is an active participant
in the process of updating export-control mechanisms related to nuclear
materials, equipment and dual-purpose technologies.

The Agency's awareness of its great responsibility in promoting broad
international cooperation and developing a comprehensive approach towards
containing and mitigating the extremely dangerous consequences of a nuclear
accident has led to the development and adoption of the Convention on Early
Notification of a Nuclear Accident, the Convention on Assistance in the Case
of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological Emergency, and the Convention on the
Physical Protection of Nuclear Material. Bulgaria has signed and ratified all
three Conventions and, on the basis of thess Conventions, has signed bilatera]
agreements with a number of European countries. We deem it particularly
important that trese Conventions be signed and ratified by all States members
of the Agency:; only in that way can they becums truly universal in scope and
application,

My country apjreciates and supports all of the activities carried out by

IAEA. The Agency's exceptional contribution to ensuring the use of nuclear
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energy for peaceful purnoses and for safer and more efficient use of nuclear
power, and the highly competent, timely and invaluable assistance that it
renders to its menbe: States receive well-deserved acclaim from the
international community.

Guided by these considerations, my delegation will vote in favour of
draft resolution A/46/L.10, under General Assembly agenda item 14, sponsored
by a large group of States.

Mr, OUDOQVENKQ (Ukraine): First I should like to express Ukraine's
appreciation to the Director General, Mr. Hans Blix, and his staff for their
outstanding contribution to the activities cf the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA).

The delegation of Ukraine has studied the report of the International
Atomic Energy Agency submitted for our consideration, which reflects the work
of the Agency during the year covered by it. Ukraine, as a member of the
Agency's Board of Governors, has played an active role in its activities aimed
at the peaceful use of nuclear energy, the non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons and the strengthening of cooperation in the field of nuclear -nd
radiation security. We shouvld like to note that these activities have taken
place against the background of sweeping changes in the world and new
approaches to urgent global problems.

The signing of the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty between the Soviet
Union and the United States was an event of historic impact and affirmed that
an atmosphere of mutual responsibility for *he solution of the global
challenges faced by mankind has come into being. The latest proposal of
President George Bush of the United States, supported by the leaders of the

nuclear ©ivwers, notably President Mikhail Gorbachev, and aimed at the
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liquidation of substantial stockpiles of tactical nuclear we:_ons, is a major
step towards a more secure future. In Ukraipe all iaitiatives that diminish
the nuclear thrgat® find whole-hearted support.

It would be appropriate to recall., im this connection, that according to
the terms of the Declaratioa of Sovereignty of Ukraine and the Act of
Proclamation of its Full Independence, Ukraimne intends to pursue a policy of
non-participation in military hloecs and to adhere to the three followi:g
non-nuclear principles: not to accept, produce, or acquire anuclear weapons.
The Agency secretariat is aware of the fact that we are ready te put under
Agency control all nuclear installations in the territory of Ukraine.

The problem of nuclear non-proliferation acquires special importance
today. Mr. Leonid M. Kravchuk, President of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, in
his statement to the General Assembly of the United Natioms at its current
session reconfirmed that Ukraine stands for strengthening the
non-proliferatiorn regime and for converting the corresponding Treaty into an
undated agreement. We welcome the accession to the Treaty of South Africa,
the United Republic nf Tanzania, Zambia, Zimhabwe, Mozambigue and Lithuania
and we 2150 welcome the statemeants of China and France concerning their
decisions in primciple to adhere to the Treaty.

Ukraine intends to join the Treaty on the non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons as a non-nuclear State. We support streangthening and further
devecloping, on the hasis of the Treaty, 2 corresponding international regime
in wnich IAER should play a special role.

The Agency report before us deals with the question of the Cheraobyl
catastrophe. It should be noted that the adoption Ly the General Assembly in

1990 of resolution 457190, on international cooperation to address and
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mitigate the consequences of the accident at the Chernobyl nuclear power
plant, promoted a consolidation of internationsl efforts in this direction.

We should like to express our appreciztion to the Secretary-Genera) of
the United Nations, Mr. Perez de Cuellar, and to Ms. Margaret Anstee, United
Nations Coordinator on Chernobyl and Director-General of the United Nations
Office at Vienna, for her efforts to ensure implementation of this resolution,
to facilitate the convening of the United Nations Chernobyl Pledqging
Conference, and to work out the joint plan of international cooperation to
address and mitigate the consequences of the accident at the Chernobyl nuclen:
power plapt. Moreover, I should like to reconfirm that the Government of
Ukraine is ready to extend its full support to the international community in

order to bring this plan to life.
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We painfully feel the consequences of the tragedy that happened in
April 1986 at the Chernobyl nuclear plamt and affected, to a greater or lesser
degree, several million people. The Ukrainian Govarnment is implementing a
large .-mplex of measures aimed at mitigating the impact of radiation onmn
people's health. But despite these measures, the situation in the affected
areas remains extremely complicated and now the assistance of the
international community in solving the Chernobyl problems is especially needed.

As indicated in the report, in 1990 the "Cheruobyl Project" wars
implemexted with the assistance of the Agency, and under that Project
international ezperts determined radiation levels in a number of areas
affected by the accident, examined the state of health of the population
concerned and worked out recommendationsz on radiological protection.

Representatives of Ukraine had an opportunity toc express their views on
the outcome of the Froject at the Conference in Vienna in May 1991, and then
at the session of the Board of Governors of the IAEA, where Ukraine and
Belarus made a relevant statement. Nevertheless today in this Hall we would
like to reiterate Ukraine's position on this issue. First, we are grateful to
the international e.perts for the professional way they dealt with the tasks
they faced; we are also thankful to the secretariat of the IAEA for the
efforts it made under the Project. At the same time we feel that because of
the limited character of the Project's concept the experts did not obtain
complete data, and that had a negative impact on their conclusions and
recommendations and distorted, in our view, the real picture of the accident's
conseguences. The assessment did not cover the state of health of people from
the 30km zone evacuated immediately after the accident, of the population

living in the most affected areas and of the so-caliled liquidators.
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We are also concerned about an emerging tendency to explain the severity
of the comssquences of the accident by the social and economic difficulties of
the population living in contaminated and evacuation areas.

We are convinced that the principal drawback of the Project was that its
authors had not taken inte account the interests of Ukraine as a member State
of the Agency on whose territory the disaster happened. This resulted in 2
certain shifting of emphasis which Ukraine cannot accept. We proceed from the
understanding that the work should be continued, with particular focus on a
medical examination of people living in the most contaminated areas so that
reliable data on the population's state of health can be obtained on the basis
of a multifactor analysis as well as recommendations on measures aimed at its
improvement. A valid forecast of future trends is necessary. We appreciate
the Agency's willingmess to move in this direction as expressed by
Mr. Hans Blix in his statement yesterday at the forty-sixth session of the
General Asserbly. Ukraine for its part is prepared to provide all necessary
data and equipment available for an examination of these issues and to
cooperate most fully in implementing this task.

People have vet to learn the many lessons from the Chernobyl accident.
The most important is how to prevent such disasters in future. Toc this end
the Republic has taken certain measures: first, it was decided to freeze the
construction of other nuclear plants and to close down the Chernobyl nuclear
plant, But, in our opinion, the international community should also regard
the Chernobyl accident as a lesson from which it is necessary tc draw the

proper conclusions,
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We are deeply concerned about the accident which occurred at the
Chernobyl nuclear power plant in August this year and .- ° .& new, major
accident on 11 October 1991. The investigation will reveal who in particular
is responsible for the sudden switching on of the Powar Urit No. 2 gemerator
which caused the explosion of hydrogen and a fire in the machine room roof.
Fortunately for all of us that fire was localized within three and a half
hours and there was no reported release of radicactivity beyond the building
and the power plant site. Although member States which own nuclear powver
stations are primarily responsible for their safe operation, to our mind, the
IABA must pay more attention to the issues in order to reduce the probability
of such accidents to a minimum or, even better, to avoid them altegether.

One of the Agency's statutory objectives is to use nuclear energy for the
maintenance of peace, health and well-being throughout the world. We think
that the Agency should persistently and without compromise implement its
policy aimed at ensuring the safety of nuclear installations and making
maximum efforts to attain this goal in practice. It is clearly evident that a
new major accident at any nuclear power plant in any country would discredit
the very idea of using nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. Therefore, the
development of fundamental, internationally recognized and mandatory standards
of nuclear and radiation safety and the establishment of a coordinated
programme of nuclear safety cooperation should become one of the major
directions of the Agency's activities. Only a coordinated internaticmal
policy in this area can ensure the highest degree of safety all over the world
and allay doubts regarding nuclear energy.

It should be acknowledged that the Ageacy is already undertaxing some

efforts in this field. The international Conference on safety of nuclear
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pover plants, “Strategy for the Puture®, held in Vienna from
2.6 September 1991, serves as an example of such activities. It was the first
time that issues related to ensuring the safety of present and future
generations of nuclear plants were discussed at such a high level. We think
that the suggestions and recommendations put forward at that Conference
deserve thorough examination. It is important that the Agency should
determine its role and capabilities in implementing the suggestions put
forward during that Conference.

The issues related to the safe operation uf nuclear power plants are very
important to us in view of the fact that on the territory of Ukraine there are
five major nuclear power plants, including the ill-fated Chernobyl plant, the
Rivne plant, which incideatally was visited by a group of Agency safety
experts from 25-29 June this year, and other nuclear power plants with a total
of 16 nuclear reactors having amn overall capacity of 15 thousand megawatts,
which accounts for 25 per cent of the entire generating capacity of Ukraine.
Recently, the Ukrainian parliament - Verkhovna Rada - took a decision to
declare Ukraine's jurisdiction over all state enterprises and organizations on
the territory of the Republic previously run by the central federal ministries
of the former Soviet Union. This decision fully applies to all five nuclear
power plants. In fact we realize that such a transfer should in no way affect
the operational safety of these installations. Certainly it will take some
time to solve the number of legal, organizational and other issues resulting
from the above-cited decision of the Ukrainian Parliament. The respective
ingtitutions to manage the operation of the national nuclear industry are
being set up. In particular, the State Committee of Ukraine for the Safe

Operation of Nuclear Plants has already been established.
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The Chernobyl sone is the result of a grave tragedy,. but alongside this

it is also a unique

physical, technical,

consequences of the
for the population.

of the sarcophagus,

nuclear power plant.

advanced a proposa’

sarcophagus into an

testing grcund for the investigation of important

biological and social proble . related to eliminating the

nuclear accident and to ensuring radlological protection

Today. of most crucial importance for us s the problem

or cover, of the destroyed fourth reactor of the Chernoby]l
To solve this problem, the Government of Ukraine

to hold an international contest on how to converr the

environmentally safe system, and requested all countries,

orqganizations, scientific communities and individuals to participate in and to

support the conduct

of this contest. The appeal of the Government of Ukraine

has been issued as an official document of the forty-sixth session of the

General Assembly (A/46/579).



A746/PV.34
56

{Mr. O venk kraine)

The final disposal of the huge quantities of radioactive wastes resulting
from the accident is another grave problem. We are certain that there is a
need for an intermationmal project to develop optimal techmiques for waste
processing and disposal. Obviously, the Agency could play a part ian solving
these probiems.

The information collected during the implementation of various
Chernobyl-related projects is already available and will be made accessible to
all. It will contribute in many ways to promoting nuclear and radiation
safety and to developing measures that could reduce to a minimum the
consequences of accidents at nuclear power plants in future - accidents which
are extremely unlikely but, regrettably, possible.

The delegation of Ukraine takes a positive view of the activities of the
International Atomic Energy Agency aimed at the implementation of safequards,
which are of special significance given the circumstances - that is, the
evolving process of nuclear disarmament. At the same time, recent
developments have demonstrated the need to increase the effectiveness of the
existing safeguards systems. We consider it necessary to provide in the
budget for 1993-1994 for specific measures to promote the special
inspections. It is also necessary to develop a clear mechanism for carrying
them out.

Qur delegation welcomes the Agency's efforts in implementing Security
Council resolution 687 (1991), particularly as regards the monitoring of
Iraq's activities in the nuclear field. At the same time, we favour giving
fresh impetus to the idea of establishing nuclear-free zones in the Middle

East and of continuing efforts to draw all countries in the region into the
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Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and into accepting
compreheasive Agency safeguards.

At the thirty-fifth session of the General Conference of the Agency, the
delegation of Ukraine supported the Agency's prograrmme and budget for 1992:
in our opinion, they are well balanced. As regards the budget structure for
the years to come, we believe it is necessary to conduct a comparative
analysis of the results of various projects and determine certain priorities
among them. That having been done, the expenditures for the most important
projects could be increased in coming years while the financing of secondary
projects might be reduced or even discontinued. We believe flexibility of
this kind in financial policy would significantly promote the effectiveness of
the Agency's activities.

An analysis of this kind is required to an even greater degree for the
medium-term plan for 1993 to 1998, which reflects the strategy of the Agency's
activities for the five-year period. The plan should provide for a possible
redistribution of allocations in accordance with changing priorities, serve as
guidance in developing the comsequent programmes, and be regularly rev

and updated on the basis of consultations between the Agency secretariat and
member States.

In conclusion, I should like to emphasize that Ukraine supports the many
and varied activities of the Agency aimed at strengthening international
cooperation in the field of the peaceful uses of nuclear emergy, and will in
every possible way help to solve the extremely important tasks that are facing
the organization.

Mr, RIDER (New 2Zealand): When the member States of the

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) assembled for the first General
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Conference, in 1957, I doubt whether anyone could envisage the complex set of
challenges, techuical and political, confronting the Agency today. In botn
his very comprehensive report to the General Assembly and in his statement
yesterday, Director General Blix outlined the wide range of activities which
have taken place over the past year. A major nuclear safety conference has
been held to examine ways to improve standards of safety, radiological
protection and waste management. The Agency has continued its work on
technological cooperaticon, including that in a wide range of non-power
applications of nuclear technology. Discussions have continued on its
perimeters about nuclear trade. New countries have now joined the Agency.

This last year, and indeed recent weeks, have alsc seen significant
positive treuds vhich reinforce the reqgime for the prevention of the spread of
nuclear explosive devices and for nuclear trade for peaceful purposes. The
recent announcements by Presjdents Bush and Gorbachev of significant
reductions in nuclear zrsenals open the way for a safer and more secure
world. In addition to their arms-control value, these latest developments
have an enormous political impact. T"e multilateral process, of which IAEA is
a key part, has a rajor role tc play in reinforcing the security and stability
fostered by these historic steps.

As the Prime Minister of Rew Zealand, the Right Honourable J. B, Bolger,
confirmed in the General Assembly last month, strengthening the
non-proliferation regime is a priority for New Zealand. Now that the
opportunities for creating a more peaceful world are greater than ever before,

we simply cannot tolerate the possibility that further nuclear-weapon States

may emerge.
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The Gulf war has highlighted the importance of safeguards on the supply
of nuclear technology. Hew Zealand welcomes the declisions announced last
month by the Governments of the United Kingdom and France to make the adoption
of full-scope safeguards a condition of nuclear supply. We believe this
should be the norm for all suppliers of nuclear technology.

New Zealand also welcomes the decisions by a number of States, including
France and China, to adhere to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons. This means that all five nuclear-weapon States will soon be parties
to the Treaty, providing a degree of support it has never before enjoyed,

New Zealand hopes that other States which are not yet parties to the
non-proliferation Treaty, and particularly those with major nuclear
industries, will reconsider their position and show their firm support for
international mechanisms to prevent the acquisition of weapons of mass
destruction.

While nuclear safequards agreements under the non-proliferation Treaty
have been concluded gquickly in at least one recent instance, it is
discouraging to note the time it has taken for other countries to meet their
obligations under the Treaty.

The continued operation by a party to the non-proliferation Treaty, the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, of significant unsafegquarded nuclear
facilities has raised serious issues. It is unacceptable for ome party to use
a bilateral dispute as an excuse for not honouring obligations it has
undertaken in respect of all other parties. The longer this matter remains
unresolved, the greater are anxieties about the nature of the nuclear

programme involved. Clearly, the recent initiatives by the major
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nuclear -wespon States provide further impetus for the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea to sign and implement a safeguards agreement, We urge it to

do so without further delay.
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New Zealand is pleased to see that within its own region of the
South-West Pacific a number of small countries with no significant nuclear
activities have concluded safequards agreements and chosen the simplified
option of bringing them into force upon signature. Tuvalu recently signed a
safeguards agreement with the Agency, Kiribati did so at the end of last year,
and the Solomon Islands concluded such an agreemeat earlier this year. There
are countries in other regions of the world with no significant nuclear
activities which we would encourage to follow these examples. Unquestionably,
the non-proliferation regime and the Agency's central position in underpinning
it has received a welcome boost over the last year from further adhereance to
the NPT and the conclusion of RPT safeguards. But this stands in stark
contrast to the conduct of NPT Party and Agency member, Iraq.

For the first time in the history of the Agency, its Board of Governors
has found that a member State of the Agency and a Party to the NPT has not
complied with its NPT safeguards agreement. This finding on Iraq‘s nuclear
activities poses fundamental questions for the Agency and for the
international non-proliferation regime. These need to be faced squarely. We
must ensure that effective mechanisms exist to prevent a repetition of this
non-compliance with an international safequards agreement.

A vital role was ascribed to the Agency under Security Council resolution
687 (1991) in investigating Iraq's nuclear activities. A good deal of
information has come to light since then about Iraq's nuclear programme. The
Rgency has operated under conditions that at times can only be described as
difficult, as New Zealand, through its association with the United Natiomns
Special Commission, well knows. We are accordingly pleased to sponsor draft

resolution A/46/L.10 currently before us which, inter alia, commends the
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Agency for its efforts in implementing Security Council resolucions 687 (1991)
and 707 {1991).

Substantial progress has been achieved in determining the thrust and
scope of Irag's nuclear activities. What has emerged so far is cause for
grave concern. That a Party to the NPT could embark on such an extemsive
nuclear-weapon programme raises important issues regarding the existing IAEA
safequards regime. It is imperative that the safeguards system be
strengthened to allow greater scope for detection of such clandestine
activities. This will necessarily mean a more intrusive inspection system and
a commitment by NPT States Parties to use the mechanisms that are already
provided for this purpose. We are pleased that steps have already been taken
in this direction. Ror should we lose sight of the proposals which emerged
from the Fourth Review Conference on the WPT last year. New Zealand commends
the Director Gemeral for his action in setting up a post-Fourth-Review-
Conference task force to examine some of these proposals.

The safeguards regime is put to the test in other ways as well. Ian these
times of zero real growth strains continue to be placed on the safeguards
budget. The current safeguards financing regime does not seem well equipped
to deal with the increased pressures on it. Informal consultations concerning
safeguards financing have not achieved the progress we would have wished for
in addressing some of the fundamental issues.

Strategies for the future was also the uanderlying theme of the
international nuclear safety Conference which was held in Vienna earlier this
year. The Conference acknowledged the constructive role of the Agency in
contributing to nuclear safety, radiological protection and waste management.

This is an area which impinges upon all regions of the world, including my own.
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To conclude, these are unprecedented times for the Agency. In the
foreground is the historic agreement between the United States and the Soviet
Union to reduce strategic nuclear weapons, and the even more recent
announcements on tactical weapons. There have been landmark changes in
Eurcpe. Yet we are confronted by the sobering fact of one Member State’'s
aggression towards another and of its non-compliance with its international
safequards agreement, with all that this says about its nuclear ambitions,
The system built up to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons has been
challenged. The conclusinn is clear. This is not a2 system we can do
without.

Mr, EUEKAN (Czechoslovaklia): Last year's international developments
have emphasized the role of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) iu
preventing nuclear-weapon proliferation and the misuse of nuclear energy for
military purposes. The Agency has been successful in its activities aimed at
safequarding the overall peaceful use of atomic energy benefiting the economic
prosperity and health of the people of the whole world. The report submitted
to us, as well as the statement of the Director General of the IAEA,

Mr. Hans Blix, clearly demonstrate that the IAEA satisfactorily fulfilled its
tasks in implementing these main goals and has been able to respond adequately
to the difficult challenges it had to face.

The most dramatic of them for the IAEA was pressnted by the flagrant
violations of obligations of safequards agreement by a signatory with the
IAEA - Irag. In this respect, tasks were entrusted to the IAEA under Security
Council resolutions 687 (1991) and 707 (1991). As has been clearly
demonstrated, the Agency and its staff have been fulfilling their demanding

duties under difficult and risky conditions with professional efficierncy,
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perseverance and self-sacrifice. Czechoslovakia highly appreciates thear
activities of the IAEA and is of the view that they should be continued in
accordance with the decisions of the Security Council. At the same tima, ws
appeal to the Iraqi Government to ensvre all necessary conditionas for the
activities of the IAEA inspection teams.

The disclosure of secret uranium enrichment programmes in Iraq has
dramatically manifested the urgent need to strengthen the IAEA safeguards
system in a way which would guarantee that in the States which have adopted
full safeqguards there are no unnotified nuclear materials and equipment. HWe
note with satisfaction that the thirty-fifth session of the General Conference
reacted positively and promptly to this need, and by its vesolutiocn 999,
adopted by consensus, has asked the Board of Governors to discuss measures on
strengthening the efficiency of the safequards system not later than
February 1992.

The (zechoslovak delegation considers it desirahle that the IAEA exert
its right to carry out special inspections based on the safeqguards
agreements. We agree with the opinion of the Director General of the IAFA
that to reveal secret nuclear activities through these inspections the
following three main requirements must be met: irformation must be pruvided
from other States - from satellites and various scurces; quick and
unrestricted access of inspectors to their locatjons; and Security Council

support for such inspectioas.
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Our experience with Iraq underlines the need for tightening control over
the transfer, production or purchass of nuclear materials and equipment. In
this respect we support the European Community's proposal for the
implementation of a set of comparatively simple additional measures o be
taken by all States. Moreover, all existing or potential suppliers of nuclear
materials should adopt and consistently abide by the principle of making any
new delivery conditioual upon the commitment by the receiver to
non-proliferation a2nd to the granting of full safegquards. It is important
trat all major suppliers, and especially all permanent members of the Security
Council, act in this way.

Remarkable and hopaful progress has been made in the past year in the
growing number of the sigoatories to tha Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons, which is a significant shift towards universality for that
Treaty., We appreciate the accession of Albania and Lithuania and also of the
group aof African countries - Mozambique, the United Republic of Tanzania,
Zambia and finally South Africa - which has opened the way to the
establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone on the African continent. We also
welcome the decisions by France and China to accede to that Treaty. The
implementation of the aforesaid steps would mean that all five nuclear Powers
would become signatories to the Treaty, which would be of great importance for
the regime of non-proliferation of nuclear weapons.

In view of the fact that nuclear safety is importamnt to all States, it is
desirable to st. ve to achieve universal acceptance of the non-proliferation
Treaty. The Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, therefore, appeals once again
to all States which have not yet acceded to that Treaty to do so as soon as

possible.
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In sxpanding the system of safeguards sgreements with JAEA, on which the
non proliferation regime is based, minor progreas was made last year. We
expect the speedy signing, ratification and implementation of the agreement
the text of which was approved by the IAEA Board of Governors early in
September of this year - by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. On the
other hand, we appreciate the fact that the Republic of South Africa has
already concluded such an agreement, and that it did so a very short time
after it signed the non-proliferation Treaty. We are also expecting an early
and successful conglusion of negotiations botween IAEA on the one hand and
Argentina and Brazil on the other on the signing of a safequards agreement.

In the fleld of regional measures against the proliferation of nuclear
weapons there has also been a positive development in the past year. We
welcomed an agreement on such measures concluded between Argentina and
Brazil. Resolution GC(XXXV)/RES5/980, adopted at the thirty-fifth session of
the IAEA General Conference, concerning the implementation of IAEA safequards
in the Middle East, should stimulate the adoption of measures to strengthen
the regime of non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, including the
establishment of a nuclear-free zone in that region, which for decades has
been afflicted by serious conflicts,

We appreciate the development of IAFA activities in the field of the safe
peaceful uses of atomic emergy, which has led, as pointed out by the Director
General, to the i ternational regime of nuclear safety and to a gradual
strengthening of safety everywhere, including the s~re disprsal of nuclear
waste, This regime of nuclear security should be streangthened in the
forthcoming period through a gradual implementation of the conclusions of the

Conference on nuclear safety held Ly IAEA in Vienna last August.
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In this respect, we especially appreciate the implementation of the
project for the revision and increase of security of older types of nuclear
reactors iw Central and Eastern Europe, which is being completed. Also the
IABEA activities aimed at the gradual establishmeat of safequard criteria for
designing future reactors deserve our racognition.

The decision of the Goverzment of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic
to provide a voluatary coatribution to the United Nations Trust Fund in the
amount of $US 500,000 was a manifestation of my country's full undevstanding
of the need to mitigate the consequences of the Cherncbyl disaster. We count
on the participation of our enterprises and organizations in the United
Natione projects which are being prepared and which will be financed from
funds obtained at the Pledging Conference. The Czechoslovak Government has
already provided humanitarian aid to children from the afflicted areas and has
approved the resettlement of nearly one thousand of our fellow-countrymen from
these regions to Czechoslovakia. This assistance has involved also supplies
of medicine and food.

The Czechoslovak delegation has noted with satisfactior that IAEA has
successfully taken up its duties arising from the vew and immediate needs as
well as from the long-term objectives. We especially appreciate the results
it has achieved as an institutional barrier against nuclear-arms
proliferation. We assure both the General Assembly and the Director General
cf IAEA, Mr. Blix, that the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic will continue to
provide full support to the IAEA activities.

Mr, MONTERO (Chile) (interpretation from Spanish): First my
delegation would like to state that we were pleased to read the comprehensive

report of IAEA for 1990 and thank its Director Gemeral, Mr. Blix, for
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submitting it to us yesterday. We assoclate ourselves with other
representatives in paying a well-deserved tribute to the Agency for its
sustained efforts for peace snd international social and econcmic development
of peoples, in the important fleld of the peaceful uses of nuclesar energy.
Accordingly, my delegation supports the draft resolution under consideration
at this time and is very pleased to co-sponsor it, with the certainty that it
will be adopted by the General Assembly.

1 should like also to avail myself of this opportunity to express our
satisfaction at the negotiation of a safequards sgreement between the
Democratic People’'s Republic of Korea and IAEA, within the context of the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. We hope that this
important instrument for peace will be signed and ratified as soon as
possible, in view of the important initiatives of understanding which can be
undertaken in this connection and which enjoy the full support of my

Govermnment.
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of the Republic of Korea, my delegation wishes to express lts deep
appreciation to Mr, Hans Blix, Director General of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA). for his presentation of the anuual report of the IAEA as
well as for his comprehansive statement on the activities of the Agency.

He commend Mr. Blix and his staff for their untiring efforts, in
particular during the course of last yesar, in undertaking and fulfilling the
very important, yet daunting, tasks put before them.

We also firmly believe that the IAEA will continue to strengtheu its
pivotal role ir promoting the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and in
preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons.

During the two decades since our accession to the nuclear
non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) and the subsequent conclusion of the safeguards
agreement with the IAEA, we have benefited greatly from the invaluable
sssistance provided by the Agency in promoting the peaceful uses of nuclear
energy.

As of last year. our country ranked as the ninth largest producer of
nuclear epergy in the world. Approximately 50 per cent of our electricity is
generated by nuclear plants within my country. With such a stronoc dependence
on nuclear energy, my Government attaches great importance to the ever growing
rooperation between the Republic of Korea and the IAEA. As a member of the
Board of Governors of the Agency, we are ever committed to the noble
cbjectives of the Agency.

Today my delegation wishes to focus on nuclear non-proliferation and the
safeguards regime, as the nucledar non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) and the IAEA

safeguards systemw arfe so vital for international security.
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As Mr. Bliz elaborated in his statement yesterday, significant progress
has tecently been made in the fleld of non-proliferation. We welcome the fac?
that two declared nuclear-weapon States, France and the People's Repuhlic of
China, have announced their intention to accede to the Treaty. We are also
gratified to note that several other non-nuclesr-wepspon States have recently
‘nined or intend to join the NPT. These developments will mark an important
stap towards the achievement of universality of the NPT regime.

Since safeguards agreements are an integral part of the NPT regime.
States parties to the NPT are obliged to conclude safeguards agresments
incumbent upon them under :he Treaty. Our particular concern lies with those
countries which, despite being engaged in significant nuclear activities, have
not yet signod the agreements.

This fact explains in large part my Government's preoccupation with one
such State, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. It is known that North
Korea has for a considerable time been operating unsafequarded nuclear
facilities. The IAEA Board of Governors during its meeting last month
expressed great concern over North Korea's long overdue conclusion of the
safequards agreement and it adopted a resolution that calls on North Korea to
sign, ratify and fully implement the agreement.

Now that North Korea has become a Member of this world body, declaring
its commitment to discharge the obligations under the Charter, and also
because the text »f the agreement has already beeun approved by the IAEA Roard,
we appeal to North Korea to fulfil its international obligations without

further delay.
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As many delegations have noted on various occasions since the cpening of
the current session of the General Assembly, the Gulf crisis clearly
highlightea the urgent need to strengthen further the safeqguards aystem of the
IAEA. We fully share with Mr. Blix the view that we should learn important
lessons from our recent experience and that effective procedures must be put
into place to prevent and, if necessary, meet any oventuality.

In this regard my delegation is very plessed to note the efforts already
undertaken by the IAEA to devise measures intended to reinforce its uuclear
safeguards system. In fact, the last session of the Board of Governors and
the General Conference of the IAEA resolved to consider as a matter of
priority ways to solve this problem.

In this connection we look forward with great expectation to the report
of the Director General during the forthcoming session of the IAEA Board of
Governors on the new mechanism of special inspection. W» believe that that
report could provide added momentum to this endeavour.

Mr. KHAN (Bangladesh): On behalf of the delegation of Bangladesh, 1
would like to convey our sincere appreciation of the efforts made by the
Agency during the past year towards achieving its goal ia respect of peaceful
uses of nuclear energy for the benefit of mankind. My delegation also extends
its felicitations to Mr. Hans Blix, Director General of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), who brought before us yesterday rhe difficult as
well as delicate role the Agency had been performing under his leadership in a
very difficult sector involving nuclear energy itself.

My country, as a member of the third world, has neither contributed to

the nuclear stockpile in this world nor yet availed itself of the best fruits
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of this "power”. We would none the less 1ike to regliater our confidence in
the International Atomic Energy Agency. Before going on to some details of
the raport as well as the role of the IAEA in the last decade of the twentieth
century, I should also like to mention with respect Lhe contribution made by
IAEA in the activities related to the post-Chernobyl disaster and the
contribution made in restoring confidence in the minds of the people that
prescriptions of appropriate safeqguards, coupled with timely and thorough
inspection by international authorities and advice on nuclear waste disposal,
could certainly lead to nuclear power devices that could ensure a safety level
significantly higher than conventional power generation installations

interpreted in terms of statistica: estimates of probabilities.
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Bangladesh over the past two decades has been working in close
ccllaboration with IAEA through the Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission. We
have so far received some support in the training of our scientific manpower
in respect of nuclear sciences. We are happy to add that research equipment
and installations in Bangladesh have received IAEA support under the training
and cooperation programme, which considerably benefited our young researchers
as well as our research administration. The exchange of visits by scientific
persomnel and invitations to conferences and seminars supported by IAEA have
all contributed to creating a congenial research atmosphere for nuclear
scientists within a country which still maintains a rather low profile in
science and technology, which are so vital for the development of a scientific
base. On behalf of our delegation, I extend support for continuing work by
IAEA aimed at achieving its goals of supporting developed as well as
developing countries according to their needs in the arena of nuclear
science. Without a doubt, the Agency has clearly demonstrated during tke past
year that its efforts designed to achieve peace and security through
appropriate uses of nuclear technology can brizg about useful cooperation
among the nations of the world. Im this respect, our delegation endorses the
views expressed by the Australian delegation on training and development, with
specific emphasis on developing countries.

Having said that with respect to the agenda of technical cooperation
between nations through the auspices of the Agency., my delegation now wishes
to make some specific references to the Agency’'s commendable work in the
followiang areas: first, nuclear safety; secondly, nuclear power in the
context of eanvironment and development; and, thirdly, transfer of nuclear

technology to developing countries.
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Nuclear safety has almost aiways been a conceru for the big nations,
Bangladesh war one of the countries caught unaware in the aftermath of the
Chernobyl incident through its i{mportation of baby €ood which nad been
contaminated as a consequence of that incident. New legislation had to be
introduced tc meet such aun unexpected situation, but not before suspected
damage had already been done to some of our young people who were depsndent to
a large extent on imported powdered milk. Thue, vuclear safety aspects had
taken on an altogether new dimension for the world as a whole - not quite the
same as the dimension of the management of the power plants themselves, which
had been the conventional approach prior to our more recent experiences in
this respect. By emphasizing its work in this field, the Agency has most
successfully elucidated what an international agency can contribute in this
respact,

The other delicate issue in respect of nuclear power which surfaced in
recent times relates to the preservation of the environment for the sake of a
healthy planet. We have already done considerable damaje to our environment
and ecology. and we have been talking quite loudly about the depletion of the
ozone layer as well as the rise of the sea-water level and trends in global
climatic changes. However, to ascribe all these changes or even to try to
relate such events to nuclear-power plants alone would perhaps be an
overstatement of fact. At this stage our delegation would like to draw the
Assembly's attention to the fact that conscious or unintended efforts have
been made inm the past to intermingle the two issues of nuclear weaponry and
nuclear power generation. While our stand on the question of puclear weapons
as well as on the limitation and destruction of stockpiles of such weapouns

remains absolutely clear, we would nevertheless, as oune of the early
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signatories in our region of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons, like to draw a clear line of distinction between the arms aspects and
those related to power-generation possibilities in a developing country like
ours, where virtually no couventional source of emergy existed umtil some
years agc - and even at present we have to contend with a limited supply of
gas reserves., Io addition, it is indeed time to point out emphatically that
nuclaar power is much cleaner than fossil fuels, as has aptly been argued by
the Agency, and that environmeatal safeguards are much better ensured by the
use of nuclear power when coupled with appropriate safety methods and when
waste management is pursued by the Agency itself. The commitment to the large
rural population in Bangladesh of necessary power supply and development could
be ensured only through anm introduction of nuclear power supplies if and when
the curreant approach of conventional power sources fails to achieve the
desired results, In such circumstances, we shall pessibly be left with no
other choice hut to seek support from the Agency. We believe that a ratiomal
approach to the issue of power supply to large masses in the developing world
has got to be taken up at one point or another. and we must realize that this
is completely separate from the issue of nuclear weaponry. In other words, we
frankly do not believe that arguments in favour of the elimination or
destruction of nuclear weapoas should stand in the way of the development of
puclear power in regioms of mass shortage of formal energy sources.

Finally, our delegation would like to touch upon the subject of the
trarsfer of nuclecr technology and techniques for use for agricultural,
medicinal and iadustrial purposes. The role of the Agency in this respect has
been no less significant. PBstablishments have been set up in Bangladesh,

including radioisctope centres for medical support, with the direct or
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indirect assistance of IAEA. Investigations related to detection of trace
elements in agricultural and industrial products, frradiation of agricultural
products relating to mutation and the development of newer species have all
contrlibuted to the development of an economically disadvantaged nation such as
Baungladesh. As one of the least developed countries and as an early signatory
of the non-proliferation Treaty in our region, we feel that we deserve special
consicderation and support of the IAEA programmes.

I myself, as a past member of the IAEA fellowship programme and as a
continuing associate of the Internatjional Centre for Theoretical Physics -
which is yet another institute under the constant and watchful support of IAEA
83 » means for raising the scientific and technological research capabilities
of developing nations - would like to conclude by paying my compliments once
again to the Agency for its selfless efforts in ensuring safety in the world
through its pursuit of the peaceful uses of atomic energy.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I should like to inform
the Assembly that the representatives of Egypt and Nigeria have asked to be
allowed to participate in the debate on this item.

The liast of speakers for this jtem was closed yesterday at 5 p.m. Hence,
1 must ask the Assembly if there is any objection to the inclusion of the
names of those representatives on the list.

If 1 hear ne objection, I shall take it that the Assembly agrees to this
addition.

It was so decided.
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Mr. ADEEANYE (Nigeria): My delegation has carefully read through
the annual report of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) for 1990,
which in its quality and detail reflects the competence and expertise with
vhich the General Assembly has come to associate the Ageacy. We commend the
Director General for the report and for his lucid statement highlighting the
activities of the Agency as well as the challenges ahead.

My country attaches great importance to international cooperatior in the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy and the positive impact of nuclear technology
for development. In this ¢ nnection, we note with satisfaction the growing
effectiveness of the Agency in implementing its technical assistance programme
for developing countries particularly in such critical areas as food and
agriculture, mining and water resources, and medicine and indust:iy. It is
reassuring that Africa's share in the Agency's technical assistance programme
witnessed an appreciable rise in the past year and that the overall
disbursement of resources reflected the development priorities of our
continent. We are also pleased to read io the report that the Agency stepped
up its training programme and seminars on radiation protection in response to
the needs of developing countries. The Agency's valuable assistance in these
areas deserves to he increased.

A major instrument of I1AEA assistance to developing countries is the
Regional Cooperative Agreements established for Asia, Latin America and
Africa. We are encouraged by tlie fact that, since it became operational in
1990, the African Regional Cooperative Agreement for Research, Development and
Training relatiug to Nuclear Science and Technology (AFRA) has continued to
attract greater participa*ion from our continent and the support of donor

countries. More regional projects covering food preservation, irradiation
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processing, use of radioisotopes im animal production, and plant mutation were
identified at the second meeting of the Technical Working Group of AFRA at the
Algiers meeting last July. We lcok forward to &ven greater activism in the
coming months. It is also our hope that these and other projects will be
expeditiously implemented and that the support of the international community
for AFRA will be intensified.

The role of the IAEA in the zrea of safeguards is 21s0 adequately covured
in the report. It is a role which is bound to grow as the Agency discharges
its obligations under non-proliferaticn Treaty (NPT) safeguards agreemeats.

My delegation wishes to reiterate Nigeria's support for measures that would
strengthen the IAEA safequards system. 1In this context, we have followed with
interest the significant strides the Agency has made in the application of
safeguards systems and the strengthening of the non-proliferation regime. We
note in particular that prospects for non-proliferatiomn in our region have
brightened as a result of South Africa‘'s accession to the NPT and its
negotiation and signature of a safeguards agreemeat with the Agency. We
recognize that this development could facilitate the creation of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in our region in line with the 1964 Cairo Resolution
of the Organization of African Unity., It is essential that the safeguards
agreement be faithfully implemented under IAEA full-scope safeguards. We urge
the intercational ~ommumity to give the Director Genmeral the nccessary support
to ensure this.

Higeria shares the widespread concern over the safety of nuclear
installations worldwide. We therefore welcome the expansion of the Agency's
programme on nuclear safety and commend it for the imagination ard iritistive

the secretariat has shown in the matter. In this regard, we note that the
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Agency organized an Intern.tional Conference on the Safety of Huclear Power
Strategy for the Futurs in Viemna in early September this year. The
conclusicns of the Conference constitute an important contribution to the
search for an international nuclear-safety regime that addresses these
concerns. We urge all States to redouble their efforts to ensure that all
installations worldwide are indeed safe and well regulated, and pose no danger
to human health and the human envirounment.

Permit me to turn to the issue of transboundary movement of radioactive
waste. As an active participant in the discussions that resulted in the
adoption of the Code of Practice on the Transboundary Movement of Radioactive
Wasﬁe. Nigeria views the effective implementation of the Code as of primary
importance in protecting develcping countries from the dumping of radioactive
wastes and toxic materials on their territories. We should not allow the
gains the international community has made on the matter to be reversed. On
the contrary, we should make the Code the cormerstone of a new convention to
control the transboundary movement of radiocactive waste.

In conclusion, my delegation considers that the Agency has performed
remarkably well in the past year and, in so doing, has reinforced the
confidence of the overwhelming majority of its member States in its
functions. Its role in strengthening the non-proliferation regime has been
reinforced, and its capacity to respond to the challenges of member States,
particularly developing countries, on nuclear emerqgy for peaceful purposes

demonstrated. It has risen to these challenges in circumstances of a

zero~growth budgest.
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These challenges will grow. They demand more, not fewer resources. My
delegation has no doubt that, given such additional resources, the Agency
would indeed meet the rising expectations of its members. It is our hope that
the political will to address this issue will match the expression of support
which the report has received from delegations. With these brief remarks, my
delegation supports the draf: resolution on the report of the Ipternational
Atomic Energy Agency contained in document A/4€/1..10.

Mr. ELARABY (Egypt) (interpretation from Arabic): At the outset, 1
should like to express my delegation’'s appreciation to Mr. Has s Blix, the
Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), for his
statement on the Agency's activities in 1970, as contained in the Agency's
report.

On this occasion the delegation of Egypt would like to reiterate its
support for the important role performed by the IAEA in consclidating the
non-proliferation regime. It is a role that is indispensable for the
achievement of the objective after which we all aspire, namely the elimination
of the grave dangers that contirie to threaten the international community as
a whole. This makes it imperative for us all t» pursue our efforts to remove

all destructive nuclear capabilities.
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At the same time, Rgypt urges support for the Agency in the performance
of its role, especially now, given the current positive developments in
international relations vhich indicate that it will be possible to schleve
concrete progress in this respect at a time when we are about to consider the
future of the non-proliferation Treaty.

By the same token, Egypt welcomes the two resolutions adopted by the
General Conference of the Agency at its session this year cuncerning the
comprehensive application of the safeguards regime to all nuclear
installations in the Middle East as well as to South Africa’'s nuclear
installations, We hope to mee more practical steps being taken to strengthen
the Agency's role in this respect. Egvpt calls upon all countries in general,
and in particular upon those countries of the Middle East which have not yet
placed all their nuclear installations under the Agency's safeqguards regime -
to hasten and rectify this situatioa so thac they may remove the ambiguity
which surrounds their nuclear programmes and which can lead only to loss of
confidence in the truthfulness of the peaceful nature of their intentions.

The Agency has demonstrated this year that it is capable of discharging
the tasks that the Security Council entrusted to it within its mandate to
monitor the implementation of the obligations under the non-proliferation
Treaty with a view to ensuring the achievement of the Treaty's objectives. On
the other hand, the Agency can make a positive contribution to the elimination
from the Middle East of all types of weapons of mass destruction. This is a
principle that the Security Council has already endorsed very clearly, and
which we are trying in earnest to implement as soon as possible in order to
defuse tension in our region, which has suffered from conflicts and

instability for far toc long.
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I should like to express full appreciation of the Agency's active role in
cooperating with developing countries in the peaceful applications of nuclear
energy. Developing countries must mak; use of this important source of energy
if they are to develop their economies and achieve prosperity for their
peoples. The Agency's important activity in this respect demonstrates the
feasibility of fruitful cooperation in the field of the peaceful application
of nuclear energy in the service of lofty goals which we must strive after.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): At the request of a
number of delegations, the vote on draft resolution A/46/L.10 is postponed
until tomorrow afterncon. An amendment submitted by Iraqg has been distributed
this morning as document A/46/L.12. Members should note the following
correctionss the text proposed by Iraq does not replace paragraph 4; it
constitutes a new paragraph. The remaining paragraphs should thus be
renumbered.

The resolution GC(XXXIV)/RES/570 mentioned in the Iraqi amendment refers
to & resolution of the Iaternational Atomic Energy Agency.

I shall now c2ll on the representative of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea, who wishes to speak in exercise of the right of reply.

May I remind members that, in accordance with General Assembly decision
34/401, statements in exercise of the right of reply are limited to 10 minutes
for the first intervention and to five minutes for the second and should be
made by delegations from their seats.

Mr. KIM (Democratic People's Republic of Korea): I wish to refer to
the statemeants made by the representatives of Australia, Japan and South

Korea. I should like to remind those representatives that om 2 October, in
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this very Hall, the Premier of the Administrative Council of the Democratic
Pecple's Republic of Korea stated clearly our stand on this issus. We have
stated on several occasions that we do not have sny intention of developing.
or the capablility to develop, nuclear weapons. We acceded to the
non-proliferation Treaty in the expectation that with the help of the Treaty
we would he able to rid ourselves of the constant nuclear threat against us.

In July this year we approved the text of the IABA safeguards agreement,
hoping that the United States would take corresponding steps to comply with
its obligations under the Treaty. To our great disappointment, however, at
the September meeting of the IAEA Board of Governors some countries, including
Australia and Japan, forced the adoption of a resolution whose sole purpose is
to impair our dignity and impose international pressure upon us, thus creating
an artificial barrier to our intended conclusion 2f the safegquards agreement.

Previously the normal procedure of the Board of Governors was to approve
the agreed text. On this occasion, however, an additional clause was included
for the purpose of putting pressure on us,

The conclusion of agreements is a matter that lies within the sovereignty
of each country., My country is small and it regards independence and
sovereignty as a matter of life and death. Hence, it is difficult for us to
conclude any agreement under pressure that is designed to undermine our
sovereigoty.

My country is the only one in the world that is under constant nuclear
threat. We do not attach conditions to the signing of the safeguards
agreement, but we ask a nuclear-weapon State to discharge its ohligations

under the Treaty. If Australia and Japan are to make any positive
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contribution on this issue they will have to adopt ap unbiased stand. As for
the South Korean represzentative, hs is not gualified to speak about the
subject. Up to now, the autherities of South Korea have said that there are
no nuclear weapons in South Korea. But, as is now widely known, nuclear
weapons of the United States are deployed there. The provision of sites for
the deployment of nuclear weapons capable of destroying our nation is against
the interests of that nation. I hope that they will accept responsibility and
feel some shame for their anti-national conduct.

It has now been confirmed that there are nuclear weapons in South Korea.
The withdrawal of all those weapons and the removal of the nuclear threat
against us constitute the prerequisite for solution of the safeguards
agreement problem. We take note of the recent commitment of the United States
with regard to the removal of nuclear weapons, and we hope to see the early

withdrawal of all such weapons deployed in South Korea.

b ing r 1 m.



