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AGENDA ITEM 90 

Review of the role of the International Court of Justice 
(concluded) (A/8382 and Add.l-4, A/C.6/407) 

1. Mr. KLAFKOWSKI (Poland), Rapporteur, recalled that 
at the previous session the Sixth Committee's report to the 
General Assembly on the review of the role of the 
International Court of Justice' had contained a summary 
of the main trends which had emerged in the course of the 
debate. If there were no objections, in accordance with 
paragraph (f) of the annex to General Assembly resolution 
2292 (XXII), he would prepare a similar summary of the 
debate which had taken place at the current session. 
According to information supplied by the Secretariat, the 
costs of translating, typing and reproducing such a sum-
mary would amount to $3,300. 

It was so decided. 

AGENDA ITEMS 99 AND 86 

Security of missions accredited to the United Nations and 
safety of their personnel (continued)* (A/8479, A/8493, 
A/8505, A/8522, A/C.6/409, A/C.6/L.832/Rev .1, 
A/C.6/L.835) 

Status of the work of the Informal Joint Committee on 
Host Country Relations: report of the Secretary-General 
(continued)* (A/8474) 

2. The CHAIRMAN said that although the general debate 
on the question of the security of missions had been 
concluded, he would give the floor to the representative of 
the Syrian Arab Republic who, owing to illness, had not 
been able to express his views on the subject. 

3. Mr. TOMEH (Syrian Arab Republic) recalled that his 
country's Mission had repeatedly been the victim of 
intensive campaigns of harassment. The representative of 
Ghana had already commented on that situation at an 
earlier meeting (1288th meeting), noting that the 
Ghanaian Mission was located in the same building as the 
Syrian Mission. It was, unfortunately, a common occur-
rence for members of the Syrian Mission to be insulted and 
vilified in the public areas of the building. 

* Resumed from the 1292nd meeting. 
1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-fifth Session, 

Annexes, agenda item 96, document A/8238. 
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4. It was appropriate to recall the attack which had been 
made on the Syrian Mission on 14 October 1966, when the 
Security Council had been meeting to consider a dispute 
between Israel and Syria. A group of some 30 American 
youths had occupied the premises of the Syrian Mission, 
demanding to see the Permanent Representative and had 
refused to leave. The Permanent Representative of the 
United States had expressed his regrets to the Perma-
nent Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic and had 
authorized a member of the United States Mission to sign in 
his behalf a complaint concerning the incident. The 
Afro-Asian group had held an emergency meeting the same 
day to consider the problem. It had decided to send a 
delegation to the Secretary-General to express its profound 
concern and request him to transmit its formal protest to 
the United States Government. As a result of the incident a 
number of individuals, who were members of a Zionist 
organization, had been arrested. Those individuals had 
confessed their guilt and been convicted but had been 
given suspended sentences and released. 

5. On 3 December 1969 the Mission of the Syrian Arab 
Republic had again been invaded by Zionist elements, that 
time also on the occasion of a meeting of the Security 
Council. Once again, the Permanent Representative of the 
United States had conveyed his regrets to the Syrian 
Mission, which had sent a letter of protest to the 
Secretary -General. On that occasion, however, there had 
not even been a trial, because certain legal arguments had 
been invoked which were difficult to understand for 
lawyers not versed in United States private law. 

6. The acts of hostility against the Syrian Mission had 
recommenced with fresh vigour following the recent vote in 
the General Assembly by which the lawful rights of the 
People's Republic of China had been restored. In that 
connexion, he wished to point out that the words he had 
exchanged at the time with the Permanent Representative 
of the United States, Mr. Bush, which had been broadcast 
on the radio, had been misinterpreted in such a way as to 
engender feelings of animosity against the Syrian Arab 
Republic. During the last two weeks of October and the 
first three weeks of November, the harassment directed 
against the Syrian Mission had escalated. In particular, 
hundreds of threatening and obscene telephone calls had 
been received daily, and it had been impossible for the 
Mission to conduct its work normally with all of its 
telephone lines tied up in that way. It had not proved 
possible to trace the calls, for technical reasons, it had been 
said, and because of a strike by telephone company 
employees. Finally, on 12 November 1971, on account of 
explicit bomb threats the Mission, after requesting the 
assistance of the police, had been obliged to close its offices 
before the customary time. 
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7. Despite all those dastardly attacks, he did not wish to 
aggravate grievances and acrimonious feelings but rather to 
co-operate in seeking practical solutions to put an end to a 
situation which had become intolerable. He hoped that the 
United States delegation would take into consideration the 
facts he had referred to. 

8. Introducing revised draft resolution A/C.6/L.832/ 
Rev .I , he said that the sponsors had taken in to account the 
suggestions made by various delegations. In its revised form, 
the draft resolution condemned the breaches of the 
inviolability of diplomatic missions and their personnel and 
recommended the establishment of a special committee of 
the General Assembly, which was the only means of 
ensuring normal working conditions for missions. The 
revised resolution also requested the Secretary-General to 
furnish all appropriate assistance to the special committee 
and to bring to its attention issues of mutual concern 
relating to the implementation of the Headquarters Agree-
ment. A few corrections2 should be made in the draft 
resolution: in the fifth preambular paragraph the word 
"accredited" should be inserted after the word "missions"; 
at the end of operative paragraph 2 the words "in con-
nexion with the Organization" should be deleted; and in 
paragraph 6 the numeral "5" should be changed to "4". 

9. Mr. MIDDTUN (Norway) said that he shared the deep 
concern expressed by a large number of delegations with 
regard to the security of missions accredited to the United 
Nations and the safety of their personnel. His delegation 
had taken note of the regrets expressed by the United 
States representative and of the measures taken or envis-
aged by the United States Government to alleviate the 
problems referred to in the debate. His delegation would 
support draft resolution A/C.6/L.835, which appeared to 
be most in keeping with the requirements of the situation. 
He recalled the statement of the Legal Counsel (1290th 
meeting) wherein the latter had explained why it would, in 
his opinion, be preferable to retain the Informal Joint 
Committee on Host Country Relations in its present form. 

10. Mr. DEBERGH (Belgium) recalled that in an earlier 
statement (ibid.) his delegation had expressed itself in 
favour of retaining the Informal Joint Committee, provided 
that certain changes were made in its composition and 
procedure and the arrangements for convening its meetings. 
The retention of the Informal Joint Committee would, 
moreover, be in conformity with the views of the members 
of the International Law Commission, who stressed on 
several occasions the usefulness of such a body in resolving 
problems that were of joint concern to the Organization, 
Member States and the host country. He was therefore 
disappointed to note that draft resolution A/C.6/L.832/ 
Rev .1 took a different stand. That resolution, in his view, 
had several other defects: the second and third preambular 
paragraphs and operative paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 seemed 
redundant; the actual scope of the measures which the host 
country was called upon to take in those provisions was not 
clear; operative paragraph 5, whose purpose was to define 
the mandate of the proposed special committee, referred 
only to the procedure to be followed, without any specific 
indication as to what kind of measures the Committee 

2 Contained in document A/C.6/L.832/Rev.l/Corr.l, subse-
quently circulated. 

might adopt to resolve the problems with which it would 
have to deal. Moreover, paragraph 5 did not refer to the 
host State by name, and one might well ask whether the 
sponsors of the draft resolution were trying to set up a 
kangaroo court. 

II. In his delegation's opinion, the real problem was to 
decide how the Secretary-General, the missions and the 
host State could jointly consider, in a spirit of co-operation 
and good faith, measures which could be taken to enable 
the host State to fulfil its responsibilities effectively. His 
delegation considered that the Informal Joint Committee, 
with a few changes, was at present the most appropriate 
body to deal with the problem. 

12. He noted that draft resolution A/C.6/L.832/Rev.l did 
not take account of the statement in which the represen-
tative of the United States (1292nd meeting) had explained 
the measures his Government had taken or intended to take 
to remedy the current situation. Silence on the matter 
seemed all the more open to criticism, because it might 
tend to alienate the political and administrative machinery 
and public opinion in the United States, although it was 
essential to win their co-operation. 

13. His delegation intended to submit a draft resolution 
which would be a compromise between the two texts 
currently before the Committee. 

14. Mr. STEEL (United Kingdom) said he thought that a 
resolution on the topic under review should certainly 
express the General Assembly's concern about the activities 
which had been mentioned in the debate but that it should 
do so in temperate language, without exaggeration or 
violent rhetoric. Draft resolution A/C.6/L.832/Rev.l did 
not satisfy that criterion and thus was not consistent with 
the dignity and sense of responsibility which shouLd be 
evident in texts adopted by the Committee. Howevejr, the 
language of draft resolution A/C.6/L.835, which he was 
introducing on behalf of the sponsors, was sober and 
restrained and thus all the more indicative of the gravity 
with which the General Assembly viewed the matter of the 
security of missions and the safety of their personnel. 

15. The resolution adopted should also express the sym-
pathy of the General Assembly with the victims of acts of 
violence. If draft resolution A/C.6/L.835 did so in a more 
restrained way than the other text, it was because the 
sponsors had felt that their sentiments would be more 
effectively conveyed by the use of dignified language. 

16. Insofar as legal matters were involved, the resolution 
should be precise and should, in particular, abstain from 
qualifying as illegal acts which were in fact not illegal and 
from insinuating allegations for which there wa:; no 
foundation. Draft resolution A/C .6/L.83 2/Rev .1 went so 
far as to imply that acts by individuals constituted, by 
themselves, breaches of the host country's obligation to 
maintain the inviolability of the premises of missions, and 
even that the host country had in fact failed fully to 
discharge its treaty obligations in that field, which wa; not 
correct. While avoiding those pitfalls, draft resolution 
A/C.6/L.835 unequivocally condemned the activities in 
question by characterizing them, in proper language, as 
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being flagrantly incompatible with the respect which was 
due to the premises and personnel of missions. 

17. Furthermore, the resolution adopted should not be a 
propaganda instrument making recommendations or sugges-
tions with purely political motives, as did for example, the 
last preambular paragraph of draft resolution A/C.6/L.832/ 
Rev.l. 

18. The text which the Committee adopted should con-
tain truly constructive proposals for remedying the existing 
problems. His delegation had already explained (1287th 
meeting) why it did not feel it would be helpful to set up a 
special committee, as proposed in draft resolution A/C.6/ 
L.832/Rev.l. As had been pointed out by many represen-
tatives, maintaining the Informal Joint Committee in its 
present form would have numerous advantages, and there 
was no reason to think that the Informal Joint Committee 
or the Government of the host country would not comply 
with the recommendations addressed to them in draft 
resolution A/C.6/L.835. His delegation was, on the con-
trary, convinced that those recommendations would 
achieve the desired results. 

19. He had listened with much interest to the statement 
made by the representative of Belgium and would give 
careful study to the draft resolution he intended to submit 
to the Committee. 

20. Mr .. ALARCON (Cuba), speaking in exercise of the 
right of reply, deplored the arrogant manner in which the 
representative of the United States had attempted on 
26 November (1292nd meeting) to refute the statements 
made by several representatives, while keeping silent on the 
situation of diplomatic missions in New York. That 
situation was condemned by countries representing every 
region and every social and ideological system, with the sole 
exception of the United States of America. That only 
confirmed the views of the Cuban Government, which was 
convinced that the problem of the security of missions 
would remain unsolved so long as the United Nations 
continued to have its Headquarters in a country whose 
authorities were not prepared to respect international law. 

21. In the same statement, the United States represen-
tative had alluded to Cuba, when speaking of the mass of 
refugees which, according to him, had preferred to emigrate 
to the United States rather than to take part in the Cuban 
revolutionary effort for national reconstruction. Unfor-
tunately, the 650,000 refugees of whom he had spoken 
existed only in his imagination. Even if they did exist they 
would represent less than 10 per cent of the population of 
Cuba, which amounted to more than 8.3 million inhab-
itants. But the United States representative probably knew 

as little arithmetic as history; he should know from history 
that every revolution, starting with the American revolu-
tion, was followed by a pattern of emigration. 

22. To place the statement by the representative of the 
United States in its proper context, it should be recalled 
that the United States harboured and helped the merce-
naries recruited to fight against the Cuban revolution. It 
was therefore not surprising if those guilty of attacks 
against the Cuban Mission were free to come and go as they 
wished in New York. According to the representative of the 
United States, such impunity was explained by the com-
plexities of the American judicial process. However, the 
same system appeared to become remarkably simplified 
when the defence of imperialism was involved, as had been 
demonstrated, in particular, by the case of the black 
militants who had been murdered in cold blood. The fact 
was that the diplomatic community in New York lived in a 
country where it was a crime to fight for racial equality or 
national independence, but the Government of which 
tolerated attacks made on the official representatives of 
foreign States. 

23. The representative of the United States had said that 
the presence in New York of the United Nations had been 
an enriching experience for his country. If he had had in 
mind the hundreds of thousands of dollars which the 
United States had thereby gained, the statement was 
certainly true. But the experience had been a less happy 
one for the Member States, and measures for transferring 
United Nations Headquarters to a country which respected 
international law should be considered. 

24. Mr. BENNETT (United States of America) in reply to 
the statement by the representative of Cuba, said that his 
Government condemned all acts of terrorism, without 
exception. He could not recall mentioning Cuba by name in 
his statement of 26 November. But Cuba was probably the 
only country 8 per cent of whose population, if not quite 
10 per cent, had preferred to go into exile rather than to 
submit to the existing regime; they did not hesitate to use 
the most dangerous means to achieve that end, including 
the hijacking of aircraft~a practice which was, of course, 
familiar to Cuba. 

25. Mr. ALARCON (Cuba) said that whatever figures the 
representative of the United States wished to cite, the fact 
remained that 8 million Cubans had chosen to stay in their 
country. The hijacking of aircraft was indeed an interna-
tional problem, but the hijackers were more often trying to 
escape from the United States of America than to go there. 

The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m. 


