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The meeting was called to order at 10.30 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 34 (continued)
POLICIES OF APARTHEID OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA
(a) REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE AGAINST APARTHEID (A745/22 and Add.1l)

(b) REPORT OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUP TO MONITOR THE SUFPLY AND SHIPPNG OF OIL
AND PETROLEUM PRODUCTS TO SOUTH AFRICA {A/45/43)

(c) REPORT OF THE COMMISSION AGAINST APARTHEID IN SPORTS (Ar45/45)

(d) REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY.-GENERAL (A/45/162, A/45/539, A/45/550, A/45/637,
A/45/670)

(e} REPORT OF THE SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE (A/45/815)
(f) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/45/L.31)

Mr. MUMBENGEGWI (Zimbabwe): One year ago this month, at a special
session of the General Assembly, the United Nations Declaration on Apartheid and
its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa was adopted by consensus. The fact
that it was the ficst time a substantive text on the situation in that region had
been adopted by all Members of the United Nations makes this Declaration a historic

landmark in the long struggle by the international community to eradicate

apartheid.
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Az we all know,.the United Nations Declaration, based largely on the Harare
Declaration, makes provision for four distinct but interrelated sets of processes.
First, it calls upon the South African régime to take measures to create a climate
conducive to negotiations; secoadly, it provides guidelines for ﬁhe process of
negotiations; thirdly, it spells out in very clear and specific terms a programme
of action; and, fourthly, it provides a set of fundamental.principles to guide the
drawing up of a new constitutional order on the basis of which South Africa would
take its rightful place as an equal partner‘in the world community of nations.

Twelve months have elapsed since that historic Declaration was adopted. We
believe that it is now time to Pause and take stock of its implementation. In this
regard, we should like to congratulate the Secretary-Gemeral on the very thorcugh
and comprehensive report (A/744/960) he presented in July 1990. It has been brought
up to date in many respects by the report of the Special Committee against |
Apartheid (A/45/22), which chronicles, in meticulous detail, the developments in
southern Africa over the past year. The Chairman, Amhassador Ibrahim Cambari of
Nigeria and the other members of the Special Committee as well as the hard-working
staff of the Centre agéinst Apartheid deserve our most sincere congratulations and
commendaticns on a job extremely well done.

We all recall that the Secretary-General's report concluded that the political
process towards the dismantlement of the fpaxCheid system was still at an early
stage. It went on to observe that while it was evident that an important process
had been set in motion many believed that the régime should implement all measures,

in their totality, to create an appropriate atmosphere.
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(Mr, Mumbengeqwi, Zimbabwe)

At the resumed Assembly session, in September 1990, the international
community, again by consensus, determined that further steps needed to be taken by
the South African régime to implement the profound and irreversible changes called
for in the Declaration.

Barely had the ink dried on the consensus resolution in September when
coatroversy broke out on two important issues: first, the interpretation of the
term "profound and irreversible", and secondly, how to encourage the régime in
South Africa to institute the required changes.

The term "profound and irreversible" has become controversial precisely
because it has often been taken in isolation and out of context., The Declaration
specifically refers to

“clear evidence of profound and irreversible changes, bearing in mind the

cbjectives of this Declaration". (IggQ1u;jQn_S:1§£1‘_§ggg3h_g§1§;_2_ig))
The guestion which then arises is: what are the objectives of the Declaration?
The answer comes ocut loud and clear. In the congensus Declaration we commit
ourselves

“to do everything in our power to increase support for the legitimate struggle

of the South African people, including maintaining international pressure

against the system of spartheid until that system is ended and South Africa is
transformed into a united, democratic and non-racial country, with justice and

security for all its citizens“. (

The acid test, therefore, is whether apartheiq has been ended, whether South
Africa is now democratic, whether South Africa is now non-racial. If the answers
to those questions are in the negative, which they certainly are, then whatever
change might have taken place can be neither profound nor irreversible. In

concrete terms, my delegation contends that thea dismantlement of apartheid will
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(Mr, Mumbengegwi. Zimbabwe)
become irreversible only when the existing unrepresentative apartheid legislative
structures have their present power removed and vested in either a constituent
assembly or in any other interim transitional structure agreed upon by the people
of South Africa.

Let us now look at the controversy surrounding the question of encouragement.

Two basic trends of thought seem to have emerged. One is that the régime has
moved sufficiently in the right direction to warrant some reward to encourage it to
do more. The proposed reward is to relax existing international measures. The
other is that what the régime has done so far is of a cosmetic and superficial
nature. The régime was compelled to take the small steps as a result of a
combination of internal mass resistance and international pressure and isolation.
Therefore the only logical way to encourage the régime to take the big steps is at
least to maintain the existing sanctions.

It is indeed surprising that the way to encourage the régime to carry out more
change has become a point of dispute. The Declaration itself is very explicit on
this matter, and it was adopted by consensus. The same position was confirmed,
again by consenzus in resolution 44/244, of September 1990, when the Assembly
called upon

“all Governments and intergoveramental organizations to adhers strictly to the

programme of action contained in the Declaration by maintaining existiuq

measures aimed at encouraging the South African régime to eradicate

gpartheid ..." (resolution 44/244, para. 3)
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(Mr, Mumbengegwi. Zimbabwe)

Clearly, anything less than the maintenance of existing measures would be not
only contrary to the letter and the spirit of the December 1989 anad September 1990
consensus decisions but also a regrettable disincentive for the régime to comply
fully with the demands and requirements in the Declaration,

It is quite startling that voices are already being raised in favour of .
relaxing sanctions, when both the report of the Secretary-General and the report of
the Special Committes against Apartheid clearly show that so far the régime has not
even created a climate conducive to negotiations. If we now abandon the programme
of action outlined in the Declaration, what guarantess do we have that such a
climate will be created? What guarantees do we have that agreement will be reached
on the mechanism for drawing Up a new constitution and on other transitiomal
arrangements? Indeed, what guarantees do we have that Scuth Africa will become a
united, nomn-racial andbdemocratic State in which all its people. ragardless of
race, colour, sex or creed, would enjoy common and equal citizenship and all its
people would have the right to participate in the government and administration of
the country on the basis of universal, equal suffrage, under a non-racieal voters®
roll, in a united and non-fragmented South Africa?

The answer at this poiant is a deafening none, none whatsoever. There is o
guarantee whatsoever that the régime will comply with the demands of the
Declaration. Therefore, for the interanational community to throw away the only
weapon it possesses, which had raised the hope of the possibility of a peaceful
negotiated settlement of the question of apartheid, would be tc leave the haroic
people of Scuth Africa with no option but to resort to evary msans at their
disposal to liberate themselves fzom the yoke of apartheid. The cost of such an
option in terms of human life, human suffering and human misery is absolutely

incalculable,
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When we stand here appealing to the international community to maintaia the
pressure on racist South Africa we are not unmindful of the fact that the régime
has lifted its ban on the African Natiomal Congress, the Pan Africanist Congress of
Azania and other political organizations; we are not unmindful of the fact that the
régime has released some political prisoners, including that illustrious son of
Africa whe has become a legend in his own lifetime, Nelson Mandela. The régime has
even repesled the Separate Amenities Act, No. 49 of 1953, thus removing petty
apartheid from the statute book.

What we are saying is that the pillars of apartheid are still intact. Those
pillars are represented in the statute book by the Population Registration Act,
No. 30 of 1950, which prescribes the registration at birth of all South Africans by
race; the Native Lands Act of 1913 and the Development Trust and Land Act of 1936,
which establish the principle of territorial segregation by race:; and the Group
Areas Act, No. 41 of 1950, which empowers the régime to declare areas for use,
whether for housing, education or industrial davelopment, strictly according to
race. It is thus clear why the battery of apartheid laws still inm existence makes
us wonder whether the repealed Separate Amenities Act was not totally superfluous.

Wa are fully aware of the fact that thousands of political prisoners continue
to languish in the régime's gaols, some of them on death row. Indeed, obstacle
aftor obstacle is being put in the path of political exiles to impede their
return. The régime has given itself the power‘to determine the conditions under
which exiles may be allowed to return to the land of their birth, in spite of the
international comnunity‘'s appeal for their unconditional return. Therefore, on the
political front, we are saying that the 1i£ting of the ban on political parties angd

the release of some political prisoners have not created freedom of political
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activity. Tho continued existence of repressive laws, the most notable of which
are the notoricus Internal Security Act and Public Safety Act, further militates
against such frecdom.

The Internal Security Act confars on the authorities oxtremely wide powers
concerning detention without trial and the banning of persons, orgarizations,
gatherings and publications. The Public Safety Act allows the authorities to
designate any area an "unrast area™, which bestows the same wide, arbitrary and
far-reaching powers normally associataed with a state of emergency. These powers
were in fact invoked as recently as August 1990, when 19 magisterial districts
encompassing 27 black townships were designated unrest areas, much to the
consternation of anti-apartheid organizations.

It is quite clear that so far the pillars of gpgz;hgig are still firmly in
Place. It is true that vague promises have been made by the régime, but the
Declaration calls for far more than promises. Let us hold on to the consensus thus
far achieved until the objectives of the Declaration are attained. We are still
witnessing talks about talks; negotiations have not aven begun. It is our firmly
held belief that the premature relaxation of existing measures could well render a
negotiated sclution to agpartheid unattainable.

In conclusiocn, I should like to express my appreciation to the
Sacretary-General and to the Spscial Committee against Apartheid for their sterling
work in.continuing to keep us abreast of developments in South Africa through their

well-documented reports.
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Mr. CHADERTON (Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish): It ia
Venesuela's traditional, steadfast policy to repudiate apartheid and ail other
discriminatory and racist practices applied by the Govarnment of South Africa. As
we have affirmed in many forums in statements on this subject, my country has no
dlplonatié, c&gsular. trade, cultural, sporting or any other kind of relations with
the racist Pretoria régime.

We welcome the beginning of a process of change in South Africa. My
delegation repeats how Pleased it is at the release of Nelson Mandela and at the
fact that the negotiations taking place between the African National Congress of
South Africa and the Government of that country have eliminated some of the
obstacles to the changes that must inevitably occur in that region,

Venezuela is aware that the pressure exerted by the international community
has played@ an important role in the developments in the position of the Pretoria
Government that we are now witnessing. Convinced that that would be the case, we
introduced in 1982 the draft resolution on the 0il embargo against South Africa and
have since participated in the work of the Group of Experts entrusted with holding
hearings on the subject. In this connection, cur country has shown a particularly
high sense of responsibility and has assisted tke Group whenever it has been
raquested to do so.

We also consider it important that the white minority in South Africa be aware
of the international community’s condemnation of the policies and practices of
apartheid, whose foundations largely remain intact. That is why we unreservedly
support the work of the Commission against Apartheid in Sports, as a practical and
realistic way of demonstrating to that minority our unanimous rejecticn of the
discriminatory and racist practices applied in South Africa. My country has
strictly applied domestically, &nd continues strictly to apply, the Commission's

recommendations.
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Venezuela believes that the international community must not lower its guard
because of the progress made under the De Klerk Government. Rather, it should
continue to exert pressure and fully to implement the sanctions established in the
framework of the United Nations. That is why my delegaticn wishes to participate
in the work of the Special Committee against Aparthejd, being convinced that our
actions must not cease until the South African racist régime has been eliminated
and replaced by a democratic system in which all South Africans have equal rights
2and opportunities,

Mr. OQUDOVENKQ) (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation from
Russian): Today's debate and the documents submitted to us for consideration under
this agenda item reveal even more clearly the anachronism of the apartheid system
in today's world, marked as it is by the irresistible movements of paoples for
deﬁocracy and progress. The selfless struggle of the enslaved poople of South
Africa and international pressure have forced the Government of that country to
proclaim its intention to take acticn to eliminate the gpartheid system and to
negotiate a new Constitution.#

The De Klerk Government has instituted a number of reforms. The ban on the
activities of political parties and organizations has been lifted, the state of
emergency has been ended, and the most repugnant legislative Acts which buttress
the gpartheid system have been repealed.

Despite a certain amount of progress in implementing the Declaration oa
Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa, mentioned in the
Secretary-General's report, the apa2rtheid system, although it has been shaken, has
not been totally eliminated. Furthermore, the Government of South Africa has not

met 211 the necessary conditions for establishing a climate conducive to

* Mr. Afonso (Mozambique), Vice-President, teck the Chair,
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negotiations. The remaining structures of apartheid are still a serious impediment
to a non-racial, democratic society in South Africa.

A serious destabilizing factor and a threat to change is row the problem of
viclence in South Africa, a problem that merits constant attention. The scale of
the violence and the number of victims are iorryinq. In one part of Natal alone,
in Edendale, now known as "Widows' Dale”, from 1987 to June 1290 about 3,300 people
died snd tens of thousands were wounded. In addition, about 50,000 people have
been made homeless.

Certain circles are trying to portray tribal enmity as the reason for the wave
of violence in South Africa. We believe that that idea conceals the close link
betwesn today‘'s viclence aud the system of apartheid, which still obteains.
Furthermore, it has become a convenient pretext for maintaining the state of
emergency and the pres: ace of the forces of reprassion in certain areas of the
country. This formula is being used to distract attention from an understanding of
the real reasons for these conflicts, whose basis is not always inter-tribal
rivalry but, rather, is political. As is rightly noted in the report of the
Special Committee against A2artheid,

“The pervasive violence is a strong factor in preventing previously banned

organizations from effectively rebuilding their structures and impedes the

development of a demecratic debate on negotiations and a future

constitution ... As long as political organizaticas are unable to rebuild

effective structures, the régime may hold an advantage that may ultimately

‘8llow it to set the pace of negotiations and even the terms of the

constitutional dispensation itself." (A/45/22, pera. 10)
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The persisteant acts of violence are also a serjous impediment tc the
negotistions between De Klerk and the African Mationel Congress of South Africa
(ANC). We share the international community‘s deep concera over the sscalation of
viclence in South Africa, which, as ig rightly ooted in resoliution 44/244, adopted
on 17 September this year, is a consequence of the maintenance of the polieles,
practices and structures of apartheld and of the actions of thosge who oppose
denocratic reforms in South Africa.

The Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic believes that the provisions of the
Daclaration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southers Africa,
adonted in this Hall a year 390, are still fully velid. The progzamme of action
outlined in the Doelarn;lon is just beginning to be implemented. (e fesl that the
success of that process should be promoted by concerted effective steps by the
internationsal community speedily to eliminate the apacrtheid system. 7The
corner-stone of such measures is sanctions. The Deciaratior adopted at the
sixteenth special session calls upon us

“To ensure that the internationmal community does not relax existing
maasures aimod at encouraging the South African régime to eradicate apartheid

until there is clear evidence of profound and irreversibdle changes*”,

(mnl“hn_&lm_mn._g_un
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In this comnection, I should also like to draw your atteation to the
Secretery-General's report (A/45/539) on interaaticnal financisl pressure on the
Apakthaid economy of South Africs pointing to the significant awans of pressure
brought to bear by the internationsl commumity ox ihe aparthsid régime. As is
cloar from the report, despite inéividur} and collective measures taken by the
international community to orgaaize eccaomic pressure on South Africa, maay
channels for receiving credits te bolster “he scosomics of Apactheid have mot yet
been sealed off. Statistics of the Orgapisation for Ecoromic Co-operatiea and
Development (OECD) and the Bank for International Sottlements (BIS) are quotaed in
the report. They show that South Africse organizscions have been successful in
attzacting new mgdium-term and long-term credits. The Secretary-General’s report
again reaffirms the need for the internaticnal cosmunity to keep up economic
pressure on the apartheid régime until that shameful system of racism and racisl
discrimination is fully dismantled.

An important role in implementing senctions is playsd by the Intergovernmental
Group to Monitor the Supply and Shipping of 051 and Petroleum Products to South
Africa. We comaend the achievements of the Group in discharging its mandate, and
czll on all States to co-operate closely with it in order tc thwart all possible
attempts by South Africa to get around the oil asbargc. Govornments should also
pay particular attention to ths draft model law for the effsctive enforcement of
the oil embargo against Soutk Africa, which is suggestad initho Group's raeport, for
adoption of appropriste domestic lagislation in erder to prevent the violation of
the ban on dsliveries of o0il aud pstroleum products to South Africa.

I should like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to the
Permanent Represantative of Tanzania, Mr. Anthony Nyakyl, Chairman of ke
Intergovernmental Group, for his skilful guidaunce snd personal coatribution to its

work.
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The Ukrainian SSR advocates concer.ed action by the international community
against the apartheigd system, and believes that the pecple of South Africa
themseives should have the last word in elininating the system of racial
oppression. The internatiocnal community should give every support to that just
struggle and, jnter alia, give broad support to the opponents of aparthejid.

On the basis of an evaluation of the domestic political situation in South
Africa and its foreign relations, it should be noted th&t the international
community can look forward with hope to the development of the p-ocess of
dismantling apartheid. Today it can be said that the situation in South Africa is
still moving towards encouraging changes. Hence, we believe that right now there
is an urgeat nesd to review and rethink the work of the basic anti-apartheid bodies
within the United Nations system, particularly taking into account the need and,
more importantly, the real possibility of combining and co-ordinating the actions
of the international community here. Accordingly, the work of the United Natioas
Special Committee against Apartheid should be increasingly governed by the need to
combine the efforts of all countries and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations to speed up the elimination of the apartheid system. The primary
task hers is to define its proper place in the context of combined efforts to find
& common denominator among all the possible approaches of member countries of the
Special Committee to see how to make the incipient process of reform in southern
Africa irreversible and more thorough. All of this is virtually impossible without
involving a greater number of active advocates and increasing membership. One
might think about the positive reaction and encouragement of the Government of
South Africa to take further practical steps tc dismantle apartheid. To this end,
we need a more thoroughgoing scientific analysis of the domestic political and
economic situation in South Africa, as well as of action being taken by individual

countries in the international community as a whole.
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We need carefuliy prepared, verified information and conclusions drawn from
it. This should all be reflected in the annual reports of the Special Committee
againt Apartheid. The report submitted this year, document A/45/22, does not yet
fully meet these requirements. We believe that the main reason for this is the
lack of a truly convincing <ata base. We strongly believe that the necessary
information should be requsested from a broad Spectrum of possible sources,
including governmental ana non-governmental organizations. The main point is, if
weé want to reach a consensus, the report should also be based on information
received from government sources. This is particularly importamt. It is a matter
of actually naming individuai States in an official Unitea Nations document. a
good example which could be followed, we beliuve, is the interesting report of the
Secretary-Generxl on measures to monitor sanctions against South Africa, contained
in document a/45/670.

Also, we cannot fail to take note of the great personal efforts made, the
éncrmous tact and patience shown, the high degree of professionalism. the striking
political wisdom of the Permanent Representative of Nigeria to the United Naticns,
Mr. Ibrahim Gambari, manifest in the work of the Special Committee against
Apartheid. We fully support the work he has carried out in that post.

In coaclusion, I should like to reiterate solidarity of the Ukrainjan SSR with
the struggle of the pPeople of South Africa for the £inal elimination of the
apartheid system. The Ukrainian SSR gives political and meral support to the
African National Congress of South Africa (ANC), the recognized vanguard of the
people of South Africa. We suppert the ANC initiatives towards finding political
solutions to the confliet in southern Africa, including its decision to cease armed
struggle. This last point reflects the political wisdom and maturity of that
liberation movement of South Afrieca, and will doubtlessly promote the shift to a

democratic, non-racial society.
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Au active role in the process of negotiations should be playod by the
representatives of the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC) and other political
organizations in order to achieve the universal goal. We express the hope that the
Government of South Africa wiil take further steps to implement profound,
irreversible changes, in response to the appeal contained in the Declaration of the

sixteenth special session of the General Assembly.
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Mr. ADNAN OTHMAN (Malaysia): My delegation recalls that during the

course of the past year the Assembly has deliberated the questior of aparthaid on
four occasions: the forty-forth session of the General Assembly in 19389, the
sixteenth spacial session of the General Assembly on apartheid in December of that
year, the ressumed forty-fourth session of the Assembly last September and the
current session. This makesz the question of gpartheid not only one of the
longest-standing issues on the Assembly's agsnda but also one of the issues the
Assembly has deliberated ths most.

In the meantime we have noted some positive measures undertaken by the
Pretoria régime during this period: the unbanning of political organizations, the
lifting of the state of emergency and the plan to repeal the Land Acts and the
Group Areas Act in South Africa. While we welcome those changes, a lot more is
needed. Thc main features of apartheid - the Land Acts of 1913 and 1973, the Bantu
Education Act, the bantustan system, the Population Registration Act and the
tri-cameral pParliamentary system - are still intact. Uatil they are all removed,
until a constituent sssembly is elected on the basis of one-person, one-vote, and
until a new constitution is in place, the iaternational community must continue to
apply the necessary pressure on South Africa.

Unfortunately, there are already impatient voices calling for the lifting of
sanctions. They are the voices of the apolcgists of apartheid, who claim that the
lifting of sanctions is nceded to aliow for economic development in South Africa in
order to rescue the blacks from unemployment, poverty, illiteracy and social
injustice. We have often heard such considerate, kind and consoling voices, but
their premises are contradicted by the fact that the black South Africans continue
to be oppressed and cheated of their natural birthrights. The truth of the matter
is that the apologists of apartheid are interested more in protecting their vested

interests than they are in the welfare and legitimate rights of the blacks.
1)
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The report of the Special Committee against Apartheid of 21 November 19990
acknowledged that:

“South Africa has entered a process of change that may lead to the end of

aspartheid through negotiations." (A/45/22. para. 8)

The report further pointed out that:

“The resistance of the majority of its poople and international pressure have

been instrumental in persuading the leadership of the National Party to move

towards the eradication of the apartheid system and negetiations on 2 new
constitaution.” (3ibig.)

But the same report also states:
"o+ the resulting changes that have occurred are far from being fundamental."
(ibid.. para. 9)

The raport asks:

“eeo will South Africa be transformed into @ non-racial, united, democratic

Stats, or will the hegsmony of the existing white minority bloc be entrenched

in new and subtle forms?" (ibid.. para. 18)

Malaysia shares those zeatiments and believes that the guestion raized in the
report calls for a clear answer. Meanwhila, South Africa should be subjected to
more stringent sanctions. To relax international préssure now would be to weaken
the resistance against apartheid and fu:ther dslay the resolution of the problem.
Such a dslay would only spell further untold sufferings for the black South
Africags,

In his report on the work of the Organization, the Secretary-General stated
thats

“The political process towards dismantling the apartheid system is yet at any

early stage and difficulties are still caused by the continuancé of apartheid
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structures, questionable police practices, repressive laws and politically
related violence." (A/45/1, p. 4)

He went on to state that:
"The prospect of a non-racial democracy in South Africa in the

not-too-distant future is no longer unrealistic.” (ibid., p. 5)

Malaysia, too, believes that change in South Africa is inevitable. We welcome
the ongoing talks between the African National Congress of South Africa (ANC) and
the South African régime aimed at facilitating the commencement of substantive,
broad-based negotiations. The Groote Schuur meeting early this year between ANC
leaders and South African authorities was significant, representing as it did the
first dirsct talks between the two parties in 78 years. It was viewed as the
baginning of a prOEess to clear away all the obstacles to negotiations and, in
particular, as a commitment to & resolution of the existing climate of violence and
intimidation, from whatever quarter, and a commitment to stability and to a
peaceful process of negotiation. My delegation commends the ANC for having taken
the initiative in calling for talks with the South African régime and for its
historic decision to suspend the armed struggle, as spelt out in the Pretoria
Minute of 6 August 1990. 1In tura, we expect the Pretoria régime to proceed without
delay to establish a climate fully conducive to negotiations by taking all the
steps stipulated in the United Nations Declaration on Apartheid and, in particular,
to implemsnt its call for the repeal of all repressive legislation.

It is evident that the changes so far intreduced by Pretoria have come about
only hecaﬁse of the economic pressures against South Africa. There is a net
capital flow out of the country, reduced foreign exchange and technological
stagnatioan. We call upon all States to prohibit all investments in South Africa

and urge traasnational corporations and banks not to help South Africa circumveat
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international restrictions. We further urge international financial institutions
ot to extend new loans to the Pretoria régims. In short, the international
commuaity must undertake concerted and effective measures - particularly in the
areas of trade, investment, technology, oil and petroleum products, finance and
transport - aimed at applying pressure to eansure a speedy ernd to apartheid.

Most important of all, thers must be a full observance by all countries of the
mandatory arms embargo. In this conmection my delegation deplores the actiong of
those States that directly or indirectly continue to violate the arms embargo and
to collaborate with the South African Government in the military and nuclear
fields. Malaysia calls upon those States to desist from such acts and to honour
their obligations under Security Council resolution 421 (1977). As a member of the
Security Council, Malaysia stauds ready to consider immediate steps to ensure the
scrupulous and full implementation of the mandatory arms embargo, and in that
context it is actively participating in the Security Council Committee established
under resolution 421 (1977),

The international community is watching developments in South Africa with
great interest and hopes to see a peaceful transition to a stable, free and
prosperous South Africa. The long-suffering black Africans deserve to reap the
fruits of their struggle against apartheid.

My delegation is deeply éoncerned over the tragic wave of violence among
blacks in South Africa, the latest incident of which occurred last Sunday,

2 December 1990, when 71 people were reported killed. The interfactional violence
among the blacks could only be used as a pretext by the South African régime to
scuttle the process of change in South Africa. If the blacks are not united it
will only weaken the struggle against apartheid. The lack of unity will offer the

Pretoria régime plausible excuses for introdueing Draconian laws that can prolong
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apartheid and its minority rule. That must be avoided at all costs. Only a united
and well-co-ordinated opposition against apartheid will be cffective. Malaysia
calls upon all the parties concerned to create an atmospherc free of violence, and
to that end we welcome the recent meeting of the black leaders in South Africa anad
support the future meeting of Mr. Mandela and Mr. Buthelaszi.

Malaysia strongly supports the historic United Nations Declaration on
Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Scuthezn Africa. We believe that it
is a very important contribution to the ovolving process of political changs, and
we call upon the South African régime te continue vigorously to implement the

provisions of the Declaration fully and immediately.
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At the same time, all Governments and intergovernmental organizations must adhere
strictly to the programme of action contained in the United Nations Declarztion by
maintaining existing measures aimed at encouraging the South African régime to
eliﬁinate apartheid until there is clear evidence of profound and irraversible
changes that could bring abcut a united, non-racial and democratic South Africa.
We must walk the last mile together and in harmony.

Finally, my delegation would like to recall a remark made by the
Secretary-General in his report on progress made in the implementation of the
Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa. He
stated clearly that:

“There is a general perception that the path taken by the Government offers

real promise for constructive political discussion and represents a

significant change from the pesition of its predecessors. Yet, there is also

a widespread belief that a number of additional steps are required to

establish &n atmosphere favourable to free political activity. ... So long as

racial attitudes persist and aparthaid structures at the local level remain,

the process for change will encounter difficulties.” (A/44/960, para, 2%54)

Malaysia fully agrees with the remark made by the Secretary-Gemeral and urges
the Pretoria régime to address thess issues as a matter of urgency.

Mr. EKHAMSY (Lao People's Democratic Republic) (interpretation from
French): On 14 December 1989 the sixtesnth special session of the Geaeral Assembly
adopted by consensus the Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consaguances
in Southern Africa, in which, intex alia, it set forth the guidelines for
regotiations and a programme of action. That date was indeed a turning poiant in
the history of the internationsl community‘'s struggle against apartheid. Almost a
year has passed since that time and what has happened? How far has that important

Declaration been implemented.
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Since the adoption of the Deciaration, according to various reports ard
well-informed sources, from the Special Committee against Apartheid and from the
Secretary-General - to whom my delegation wishes to pay & tribute - important
developments have taken place in the political situation in South Africa. A number
of political prisoners, including the great leader of the African National Congress
(ANC), Nelson Mandela, have been raleased. The bans and restrictions impossd on
organizations and proscribed persons have been 1lifted. Formerly banned political
parties have been legalized. On 18 October 1990, the state of emergency extending
throughout South Africa was totally lifted and the President of South Africa
declared, iptor alia, that the Land Acts of 1913 &nd 1936, which created "rural
apartheid"”, would also be repealed at the beginning of next yesar

“as part of a comprehensive programme to remove all racially discriminatory

restrictions or the acquisition of land". (A/45/659. p, 2)

It was stated that the repeal of these laws would be

“coupled with immediate non-discriminatory access to sources of financing such

as the Landbank and Agricultural Credit”. (ibid.)

The decision to suspend the armed struggle taken by tha ANC leaders, to whom
my delegation pays a sincere tribute for their courage and wisdom, should be
welcomed. It proves beyond any doubt that the ANC has stated its preference for
the searck for solutions to the problems of apartheid by peaceful meusns, in
particular direct negotiations with the South African Governmant, provided that
Government demonstrates sincerity in both words and deeds. Tha presunt
negotiations between the two parties and the Groote Schuur and Pretoria Minutes

offer real prospects of pregress. They show clearly that apartheid can only be
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eliminated by peaceful and political means if Pretoria is determined to go the
whole way - that is, to dismantle tha: inhuman régime completely by complying
strictly with the provisions of tche Declaration.

My delegation fully Supports the agreement reached on 6 August 1990 by the
South African Government and the ANC, which states in particular that

“It is essential that thare be greater understanding between all sectors of

the population so that they can acknowledge that all problems can and should

be resolved by negotiation.”
We firmly support all peaceful efforts aimed at the complete elimination of
apartheid, and warmly welcome the political progress sc far magde.

However, the rcad leading to the complete attainment of the goals of the
Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences is atill a long one., Not
all the conditions in the Declaration have yet bsea met. Regrettably, of the five
criteria for the creation of a climate conducive to negotiations mentioned in
paragraph 6 of the Declaration, only two have been met, that is: the lifting of
bans and restrictions on political parties and the ending of the state of
emergency. There remain three others which are just as impertant, in particular,
the immediate, unconditional release of 211 political prisoners and detainees so
that they can participate fully in the political development process in their
country. The Internal Security Act and other repressive laws which confer
excessive and arbitrary powers on the police are stiil in force. Furthermore, we
see that apartheid remains esaentially intact: the Group Areas Act, the Lsnd Acts

and the Population Registration Act have not yet baen repealed.
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Apartheid still lives and is still a threat at the present stage of
negotiations. Internal forces opposed to change in South Africa are very
recalcitrant and ready to do everything possible to reverse the trend. They will
use any pretext or half-measure to try to delay the elimination of that inhuman
régime. It is necessary, therefore, always to remember that it is not reform or
revision of the apartheid system that the South African people and the
international community demand but purely and simply its total abolition, and that

this is the basis of all negotiatioms.
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Accordingly, it is important that, in their negotintions, the parties
concarned should abide by the guidelines set forth in the Declaration. The South
African authorities must take appropriate stops, in compliance with the terms of
the Daclaration, to put an end as soon &s poasible to tho apartheid régime. In the
meantime, the international community must, redouble its efforts and do everything
possible to increase support for the legitimate struggle of the Souch African
people, including keeping up the pressure on the régiwe until it disappears and
until South Africa then becomes a united, democratic and non-racial couatry and can
assume its rightful place as a full menber of the family of naticns.

Ma. THORPE (Trinmidad and Tobago): Im his report on the work of the
Organization, the Socretary-General has described the current period of
iaternational relations as one characterized both by hope and by dangsrous
unrestraint. My delegatiom believes that the force of this statement has been
nowhere more dramatically demonstrated than in the developments in Scuth Africa
over the last 12 months.

In February of this year Trinidad anad Tobago joined the international
community in applauding the long-awaited release of Mr. Nelscam Mandela and gome
other political prisoners, and the unbanning of the African National Congress
(ANC), the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC) and other organizations. My
Government was also encouraged by the readiness of the Fretoria régime to begin
direct talks with the ANC with a view to entering intc a process of negotiations
which might lead to the abolition of apartheid. The repeal of the 1953 Separate
Amenities Act, the total lifting of the state of emergency within tho country and
the release of over 60 political prisoners in September and Octcber of 1990
constituted other possible indications of what could be 2 willingness eon the part
of Pretoria to embark upon a process of establishing a ciimate in South Africa

conducive to the negotiations.
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Yet, the fact remains that political trials have continued in South Africs
during 1990, with more thazn 60 people comvicted of pclitical crimes. Accerding to
the Commission on Human Rights, by A~7Just of this year political trials involving
more than 2,180 pecple ware still being conducted in South Africa, and 58 political
prisoners remained on death row.

Similarly, the racist régime still has at its disposal security legislation
vhich permits the continued repression of the majority population. These laws
include the amended Internal Security Act and the amsndad Public Safsty Act, which
allow for detantion without trial and, even in the absence of a state of emergoncy,
allow the granting of extended powers to the gocurity forcss.

Given the squalid history of the ;nnx:hgiﬂ régime, it is hardly surprising,
therefore, that from February to August 1990, 197 parsons ware raported to have
been killed and 2,490 injured as a result of police action. Yet another 13 persons
were killed and 83 injured during July and August of this yas through terrorist
ect3 by extreme-right groups.

As members of an organization committed to justice, freedom sad the dignity of
the human person, we can 111 afford to become indiffereant to the devastating
consoquances of the reprehenzible actions perpetratsd by the security forces of
South Africa and the extreme-right groups against the majority population. We
cannot turn a blind eye to the tragedies caused by vigilante viclonce and violence
between political organizations; nor can we deny that the continued festoring of
theso ailments of apsxtbeid could have dire consequences for the subregion and for
Africa as a whole.

For that reason, Trinidad and Tobago welcomes the recent comstructive efforts
by the ANC, church leaders and others to bring am end te the ca?nage and to forge

some workable agreement towards nationmal reconcilistion. My delegation also
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eagerly awaits the repeal, in 1991, of the Group Areas Act and the Land Acts, along
with other repressive laws, including the Constitution Act of 1983 - which
established the racially segregated tri-cameral Parliament - tha Population Act of
1950 and the Internal Security Act.

Until such action has been taken, it is clear that most of the pillars of
apartheid will remain entrenched, and, despite some of the changes instituted in
the country in recent months, profound and irreversible changes in keeping with the
letter and the spirit of the United Nations Declaration on Apartheid and its
Destructive Consequences in Southerpr Africa have not been undertaken.

Furthermore, Pretoria continues to reject the principle of universal, equal
suffrage under a ron-racial voters' roll and has instead put forward@ the absurd
concept of a vote of equal value for all. This represents a mockery of thg
fundamental principles enunciated in the United Nations Declaration on Apartheid,
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the relevant international
humanitarian instrumeats, to which Trinidad and Tobago is wholly committed.

To turn very briefly to the vexed question of sanctions, it is with dismay and
concern that my delegation has observed the eagerness with which some States are
prepared to lift, unilaterally, the limited sanctions and cther measures imposed or
South Africa and, in some cases, with which they have upgraded their relations with
that régime.

As Sir Sridath Ramphal, the former Secretary-General of the Commonwealth,
noted in his introduction to the Commonwealth sanctions report,

"Exhortation will never end apartheid. Even diplomatic pressure will nct be

enough. Economic pressure will be needed before the white minority yields its

monopoly on power. Sanctions add to that pressure and thus are an essential

part of the process leading to genuine negotiations in South Africa",
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To interpret the imposition of sanctionz &3 a punitive measure dasigned to punish
South Africa because it maintains apartheid is deliberately to misunderstand the
intention,

Sanctions, the Commonwealth report argues, should bs ssen as persacsivs, as a
means of briaging pressure to bear and so persuading the white minority of the
recessity of entering iato genuine negotistions. Sanctions are desigrved to prevent
& further descent into viclence. They sre an essential part of the negotiation
process, not an alternative to it. Their objective is tc facilitate the
dismantling of gpartheid. The internationsl community must ersura, therefore, that
the relaxation of sanctions is not condoned, and should call for & reversal of all
decisions that serve to obstruct the pProcess that forced the very changes in South

Africa that are now, prematurely, being cslebrated.
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Millions of South Africans, including Mr. Cliver Tambo, Mr. Nelson Mandeala,
the late Mr. Zephania Mothopeng, and Anglican Archbishop the Most Reverend
Desmond Tutu, who over the yesars have confronted courageously the oppressive system
of apartheid, have dared to dream of a prosperous, non-racial, dsmocratic South
Africa. That dream has not been lost on the international community. Howaver, at
this crucial juncture in the history of South Africa, Member States and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, as well as individuais
outside South Africa, must similarly dare to make the requisite sacrifices te
ensure the attainment of that eslusive Aream. Apartheid resvits in social
humiliation, personal indignity and individual hardship to those who are victims of
its segregationist poison. Hence, a sense of justice and belief in human dignity
demand that it be eradicated. Trinidad and Tobago remains committed to that gecal
and will continue to work ciossly with others, particularly its fellow members of
the Special Committee against Apartheid, towards the attainment of that objective.
Mr. NAGA] (Japan): The Governmeat and people of Japan sincerely

appreciate the role the United Nations has been playing in combating racial
discrimination and emsuring that people all cover the world are accorded their human
rights and fundamental freedoms. In particular, Japan pays & high tribute to the
efforts which the United Nations has continued to make gince the special session on
2partheid that was convened in December last year. It is particularly gratifying
that the Declaration against apartheid which was adopted by consensus at that time
was reaffirmed at the resumed session of the General Assembly on apartheid in

September this year.
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Japan is firmly and resolutely opposed to aparthejd. There is absolutely no
justification for racial discrimination in any form. Apartheid, which is nothing
other than institutionalized racism, contravenes basic and universal human valuas
and blatantly tramples upon the very spirit of the United Mations Charter. It is
thus incumbent upon the international community to demand, with one voice, tha
eradication of gpartheid as soon as possibie.

Dramatic changes in the political situation in South Africa are clearly under
way. In February this year President De Klerk called for negotiations amorg 211
the parties concerned on the futu?e of South Africa and its people, 2nd
specifically on a new constitutional dispensation. In order to create a climate
conducive to negotiations, Nelson Mandela, among other political prisoners, was
released; and anti-gzpartheid organizations, such as the African Natiomal Corngress
(ANC) and the Pan Africznist Congress of Azania (PAC) weres unbanned and
restrictions on their activities were lifted. Thereafter, through preliminary
talks between the Govarrment of South Africa snd the ANC, the state of emergency
was rescinded and a framework was devised for solving the problems of the
repatriation of exiles and the release of political prisoners. Moreover, in
October the Government of South Africa sbolished the Separate Amenities Act, and it
has committed itself to abolishing the Group Areas Act and the Land Acts next
year. The ANC, for its part, has agreed to suspend all its armed activities.

We welcome the steady efforts that could contribute to the commencemsnt of
full-scale negotiations on a new constitutional dispensation. Japan earnestly
hopes that such negotistions will be started as soon as possible, with the
participation of the parties concerned, to ensure the establishment of a non-racial

and democratic society in South Africa.
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Japan seeks to assist efforts for a peaceful and negotiated settlemant of the
problem of apartheid. Japan particularly appreciates the indispensable roles that
President De Klerk and ANC Deputy President Mandela are playing in the reform
process. At the time of Mr. Mandela's visit to Japan, from 27 October to
1 Novamber, my Govermment praised him for his commitment to a peaceful solution of
the question of apartheid and expressed its expectation that he would exercise
strong leadership in enhancing the unity of the black community.

While we witness these positive developments in South Africa as a whole,
however, signs of increased violence are regrottably also discernible. We should
not let violence risk jeopardizing the Progreas made posaible by the strenuous
efforts of Mr. Mandela and Mr. De Kierk. Oace again, I call uporn the parties
concerned to commit themselves to a Peaceful and negotiated solutionm.

Japan, for its part, looks forward to the time when South Africa will be freed
from the yoke of apartheid. Japan rgcognises that it is necessary to expand
assistance to black people, not only to facilitate a peaceful solution to the South
African problems, but also to raise the status of black pPaople so that they will be
able to shoulder.responsibility tor the political ana economic management of their
country. To that end, Japar has been supporting the United Nations Educational and
Training Programme for Soutkern Africa and other Unitsad Nations-related funds for
South Africa and Mamibia, as well as many non-governmental organizations in South
Africa, through tke Kagiso Trust. Japan has decided, beginring this fiscal year,
to invite black South Africans to come to Japan as trainees under the Japan
International Co-operation Agency Programmes, and it will also initiate
co-operation in the form of capital grants.

Japan is very aware that the situation in the Republic of South Africa has
important implications for the peace and prosperity of the southern African region

and, indeed, of the entire continent of Africs. For those reasons, as well as out
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of purely humanitarian concern, Japan is determined to continue to participate in
efforts to bring about the peaceful solution of ths problem of gngzﬁhgig.

Mr, MAYORGA-CORYES (Nicaragua) (interpretation from Spanish): The new
Goveranment of Nicaragua could not fail to participate in these delibarations on
apartheid. The importance we attach to this subject is clear from our programme of
government, which reaffirms as a gdiéeline for our foreign policy our commitment to
condemning apartheid and racism, to supporting the enforcement of human rights, and
to promoting the eradication of ail forms of discrimination.

That intention was reiterated by Her Excellency
Mrs. Violeta Barrios de Chamorro, the President of Nicaragua, in her address before
the General Assembly. On that occasion, she welcomed the release of Nelson Mandela

and expressed her support for ending racism and apartheid.

LY YN
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Nicaragua maintains that, given the existence of apartheid, the responsibility
of the international community and of the Unjted Nations to ensure the full
enjoyment of human rights in Africa must be affirmed: the right to life, to
equality before the law, to freedom in all its manifestations, as well as ali of
the civil and political rights that have thus far been denied the majority black
population of that country.

We support effective internaticnal solidarity which will make it possible to
find just solutions to the problem of apartheid in the near future, and we
associate ourselves unreservedly with the demands and aspirations of the African
National Congress (ANC), vhich is now legitimately established. To that erd, in
addition to participating actively in the different forums that are considering
apartheld, we shall try to assess all the eviits connectad with this issue which is
of such importance to our civilized world.

In a concerted action to eliminate apartheid and suppert the legitimate claims
of the people of South Africa, Nicaragua iz participating actively in the sanctions
adopted by the United Nations and is supporting them. Nicaragua has no trade or
political links with the Pretoria Government and continues tc support completely
the 0il embargo on that country, in close co-operatioam with the Intergovernmantal
Group to Monitor the Supply and Shipping of 0il and Petroleum Products to Scuth
Africa, which was established unde? General Assembly resolutior 41/35 F of
10 November 1986, and of which Nicaragua is a member.

Our country appreciates the measuras tzken thus far by many Governments for
the strict and consistent implementation of the oil embargo. We believe that such
measures are irdispensable in maintaining the internatiomal pressure against
apartheid. Many cf the positive developments that have takea place in South Africa

would not have been possible without the constant pressure exsrted on it by the
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international community and the United Nations, not least of which is the oil
embargo.

Nicaragua is completely in accord with the Declaration adopted by the Heads of
State or Government of Non-~-Aligued Countries in Belgrade in November 1939 by which
unanimous support is given te the Declaration adopted by the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) on South Africa.

We believe, too, that the persistence of apartheid is one of the main causes
of the general crisis in scuthern Africe and constitutes a throat to international
peace and security.

As a State party to the International Convention on the Elimination of A1l
Forms of Raciesl Discrimination, Nicaragua participated actively in tho work of the
thirty-eighth sesaion of the Special Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination and endorses that Comnittee's recommeadations. We also reiterate
the importance of the Committee's effort to rally public cpinion the world over in
otder‘to exert further pressure on South Africa to eradicate apartheid by peaceful
means.,

That is why we reaffirm the unprecedentod consehsus that was achieved at the
sixteenth special sessicn of the Gereral Assambly, on apartheid, last year. The
Daclaratioa which the Assembly adopted has as its aim the esﬁablishment of a
climate conducive to negotiations with a view to the early oradicatioa of aparztheid
and its replacemeat by a2 non-racist and democratic society in which all would take
part and the crestion of a s0lid basis for a new constitutional erder in South
Africa. The most important thing, in our view, is the resolute and prompt
implementation of tha Programme of Action contained in the text adopted by

consensus at the sixteenth special session of the General Assenbly, in 1989,
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In our opinion, the efforts made by the international community have not been
in vain. On the contrary, they have begun to bear fruit. This con be seen in the
report of the Sacretary-General submitted to the Assembly in Septembsr cf this
year, in which he states:

“The official United Nations team which I sent in June to South Africa, with

the agreoment of the South African Government, observed that the country had

reached the threshold of a new era. The political process towards dismantling
the apartheid system is yet at an early stage and difficulties are stili
caused by the continuance of apartheid structures, questionable police
practices, repressive laws and politically-related violence. Nor can the fear
and anxiety which accompany the fundamental transformatiom of a society be
underestimated. |

“"Howaver, progress has been made towards establishing an atmosphere
conduciva to negotiatioms." (AZ45/1. pp. 4-5)

The Secretary-General's report goes on to say:

“The prospect of a non-racial demccracy in South Africa in the
not-too-distant future is no longer unrealistic. This would carry a
significance far beyond that of profound and bemeficial change in & large anad
pluralistic society. It would mean the realization of ome of the cbjectives
of the United Nations which goes to the root of the justice and stability of
international relations envisaged in the Charter." (ibid. p. 8)

In spite of the progress achieved thus far in the negotiations under way in
Pretoria, which are certainly indicative of a change of attitude onm the part of the
South African Goverament and of the beginning of a process of tramsition, it is
also clear that, as is pointed out in the latest report of the Special Committeea
against Apartheid, a great deal still remains to be dome in order to put an end to

the system,
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Has the time not come to take more energetic international action to eliminate
the significant restrictions still imposed cn freedom of political expression in
South Africa, which render ineffactive the lifting of the state of emergency? Has
the time not come to build an international consensus in favour of eradicating the
various institutional structures, the so-called pillars of apartheid, and of
accelerating the process of transition?

We believe that efforts must be redoubled to put an end to discrimination,
violence and instability in South Africa and to see to it that a govermment is
established, with the participation of all democratic and representative forces in
that country, so that bgtter times of peace and harmony can be brought to all the
countries of southern Africa.

The international community has a primary responsibility to ensure that the
process of change that has already begun in South Africa can be brought to a
peaceful conclusion. To that end, the current sanctions must be maintained aad
conditions conducive to negotiatioa must be further developed.

While we must recognize that the Goverameat of South Africa has adopted
various measures in the right direction, it is equally true that greater efforts
are also necessary to ensure a political climate which can bring the current
process of negotiations to a comnclusicn.

In this respect, we are pleased at the decision of the African National
Congress to contribute to this very necessary climate by suspending its armed
action and chovsing peaceful means to promote the process of domestic reform.

We also welcome the recognition by the Government of South Africa of the need
to change its security laws, and its agreement to release political prisomers even
though the political rights of the overwhelming majority have not as yet been fully

restored.
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These are all promising developments which we cannot fail to recognize and
which we must enccurage in crder to avoid further acts of violence, to the
detriment of the legitimate intereasts of all of the South African people.

What can a mature and responsible intsrnational community do, & community
which is at the threshold of a nsw and promising era of co-operation, in order to
promote satisfactory results in the substantive dialogue that has begum in
Pretoria, with serious commitment cn both sides to maintain a serious process of
negotiation? In our opinion, we are facimg two poteatisl and equally dangerous
enemies. On the one hand, there iz the risk of a feeling of complacency because of
the recent favourable developments, and on the other hand there could be impatience

with the pace of the dismantling of apartheid and the form it might take.
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We must be wary of both those attitudes in our action and have faith in the
internal process of negotiatioa that has already begun and should culminate in a
new coastitution. At the same time, we must firmly maintain interpationel support
for the just demands of the black majority of South Africa.

Nicaragua is confident that the process of dialogue and of negotiation that
has begun in South Africa will have a successful outcome. This means the adoptior.
of a range of measures that profoundly and irreversibly transSorm the syzstem of
apartheid. Until this occurs we must firmly maintain the existing sanctions, begin
to prepare for the economic recomstruction of the country, and devote attention to
the social problems that will have to be confronted by a non-racist democratic and
participative South Africa. When this occurs, we shall see clearly once again that
the United Nations has a role to Play, a civilizing role par excellence, and that
it can succeed when it has the firm and elear support of all its Member States.

Mr, VAN LIEROP (Vanuatu): Certain words and certain issues, by their
very nzture, define themselves znd establish their own parametersf Lengthy or
complex expositions are unnecessary to fix in anyone's mind images of these words
or of these issues.

After more than four decades of consistent, and now universal condemnation,
the word apartheid has taken its rightful place alongside the words racism, slavery
and genocide in human consciouczness. Those who practice, and those who defend,
apartheid have finally assumed their rightful historical place alongside those to
whom racism, the enslavement of one human being by aﬁother and genocide were either
acceptable or worthy of defence.

After more than four decades the international community no longer debates
whether apartheid is an abhorrent doctrine and an evil system. After more than

four decades no one reasonably believes that apartheid has any future. After more
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than four decades no rational person believes that apartheid can be reformed or
made more palatable. After more than four decades the Guestion is no longer
whether but, instead, when the world will finally be rid of this terrible blot on
our common humanity, this heinous assault on our common decency.

There is certainly no need to recite here today the many statistics or any of
the individual tragedies that have given a special dimension to the world‘s
opposition to the system of apartheid. By now everyone is sc¢ familiar with the
nature of apartheid that a recitation of statistics can only diminish the true
impact it has had on its scores of millions of victims. By now every nation in the
world is so morally repulsed by gpartheid that its end as a formal system of
so-called government is a foregone conclusion.

What remains to be determined is how soon apartheid will end and under what
conditions. We are not as inclined as others m2y be to credit Mr. de Klerk with
any great moral awakening. Instead, we credit him with his recent political
initiatives, which we believe are based upon his ability to observe reality. We
also credit him with courage in conveying the message of reality to his
constituents. More important, we credit with courage those who created the reality
to which Mr. de Klerk now responds. Whether all his constituents will heed
Mr. de Klork's message and act accordingly remains to be seen.

Today, Nelson Mandela no longer sits behind bars in a cell. However, many
couragecus South Africans whose only crime was to participate in the struggle for
justice still languish behind bars. Furthermore, in a sense, Mr. Mandela is no
freer today than he was ones yesar a8go or 28 years ago. He still cannot vote in his
own country. His fellow South Africans still cannot vote for him should they wish

to do so.
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Until the time arrives when avery man and every woman in South Africa can
freely participate in choosing the Government of that country, there can be no
claim to legitimacy by those who govern South Africa. A people figuratively held
at gunpoint can hardly be said to have entered into a social contract and t¢ have
consented to be governed in such a manner.

It is incumbent upon the international community to comprehend that the
effects of apartheid are so pervasive that even its demise will not bring an end to
South Africa's problems. Indeed, there is ample avidence which suggests that the
legacy of apartheid will continue to Plague South Africa for generations.

Speaking in another context in the course of this debate, the Permanent
Representative of Singapore sptly scated:

“It would appear that every time a knot is untied, another appears baneath

ie". (A/45/PV,56. p. 23)

Her imagery is, we believe, most appropriate.

The international community bears a special rasponsibility to help South
Africa's people ensure that in unravelling the many knots of apartheid we do not
alse unravel the fabric of their existence. Vanuatu does not agree with those that
suggest that the existing sanctioms against South Africa should be cased. Instead,
we belisve that those sanctions should be continued, and other avenues by which to
bring a rapid end to the system of apartheid should also be explored.

The sanctions directed against the South African régime were put in place to
help unravel the knots of apartheid. We believe that an important and necessary
corollary to those sanctions is the responsibility to promote affirmatively the
ecoromic and social development of the victims of apartheid. Sanctions, and the
responsibilities imposed upon the international community by sanctions, should thus

be viewed in other than their negative dimension. Once pProfound and irreversible
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changes have occurred in South Africa and that country is on the path to majority
rule, affirmative action will be required by the international community to
eliminate the vestiges and effects of apartheid. |

A current common observation is that, with a few notable exceptions, the
international political climate has changed for the better. Dialogue and
reconciliation ave currently in favour. Confrontation, again with a. few notable
exceptions, is rapidly falling into disfavour and becoming passé.

In the past, some tended to view the struggle against apartheid through the
narrow prism of the old East-West antagonisin. This worked to the detriment of the
victims ;f apartheid as well as to the detriment of the victims of other forms of
injustice. Now, finally, there is a growing recognition that apartheid must be
looked at on its own, free of the baggage of oxtraneous antagonisms and ideological
biases.

It is to be hoped that this approach will lead to a strengthening of the
international resolvé and consensus against apartheid.. The mirage of false hope
has been placed in front of us in the past by Scuth Africa and undoubtedly will be
pPlaced in our path agéin. and again, and again. Should we succumb and be deceived
by the mirage, we will wander about aimlessly and fail in our common quest %o
complete the long journey to end apartheid.

Thus, let us be flexible, but let us be vigilant; let us be open-minded, but

let us be dotermined; let us maintain our international consensus and put a final

and decisive end to apartheid.



MT/ed A/45/PV,58
56
Mr. SOIMAVIA (Chile) (interpretation from Spanish): I wish to
congratulate youn, Sir, on your presiding over this meeting. It is a great homour
to speak on this item under your leadership.

The dedication which the international community has shown on the subject of
apartheid for over 40 years is yielding fruit. As a result of its persistence and
its concern, reflected in solidarity with the victims of aparthejd and in concrete
measures to come to their assistance, the Members of the United Nations today have
grounds for hope that this odious system of racial and human discrimination may
disappear soon, as we all desire. The international community has made it
absolutely clear that it wants to have among its members a Scuth Africa which
enjoys all the benefits and advantages of a united non-racial society, without
discrimination, enriched by the different cultural compornents of its populatien.

It is surprising, and extremely short-sighted of those that defend the systenm
of institutionalized racial discrimination aad their allies, that they are not
aware of the great damage that system does to the very national structure they
believe they are protecting. There can be no doubt that an end to gpartheid could
help develop the creative forces throughout South Africa, which would have
beneficial effects for that country and the rest of the nations of the African
continent and the entire international community, which has for many years
considered apartheid a major world problem that must be resolved without delay.
its moral, social and political connotations are unjustifiable at the end of the
twentieth century.

There is no place today for the kind of fears about change that are the legacy
of days gone by. This has been demonstrated by other societies that have turned to
a future of hope, such as Namibia, whose people was able tc dismantle the heinous

system of arartheid unhesitatingly and untraumatically in crder to build upon its
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attainment of independence a united democratic and non-racial society. This called
for determination, a will to struggle, human understanding, generosity and
thoughtful foresight, all of which the people of Namibia has proved to possess to a
high degree, and which we see today in the people of South Africa.

Democratic Chile could not fail to participate in a debate as important as
that in which we are engaged today. The characteristics of aparthejd are
particularly odious for Chileans, since our society results from an intermingling
of peoples of different origins and cultures. The injurious effects of that
practice and State policy on millions of human beings in southera Africa impel us
to associate ourselves with the initiatives of the United Nations and the
importance that the internationa) community has attached to the consideration and
study of this item. In its democratic history Chile has participated and continues
today to participate actively in the constant and consistent struggle of the Unitad
Nations over more than four decades to free the world of this scourge.

We are therefore understardingly pleased that, at its sixteenth special
session, in December of last year, the General Assembly adopted a Declaration
establishing a decisive framework within which to achieve the permanent elimination
of gpgé;hgig from the face of the Earth. That Declaration, adopted by an
extraordinary consensus that reflected the importance member countries attached to
this subject, specifﬁes the measures the South African Government must take in
order to resolve definitively this most urgent human and political problem.

The reports of the Secretary-General and the news reaching us from South
Africa give us a clear and somewhat encouraging picture of the possibilities of
understanding emerging between the Government of that country and the black
majority, under the very distinguished leadership of Nelson Mandela. We zannot

fail to express cautious satisfaction at the steps that have been taken to arrive
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at the beginnings of.agreements that may be considered basic to the sought
objectives. They have made it possible to begin negotiations on the future
establishment of a political and social system in South Africa that allows for full
coexistence, with complete fairness for all the inhabitants of the country - a
democratic, non-racial system in a united South Africa. That is our hope, and it
is in that direction that we shall channel Chile's efforts at solidarity with that
endeavour.

None the less, on this occasion we cannot fail to exp;ess our concern that the
measures taken by the South African régime have not got to the core of the
problem. They have not led to the total elimination of the legal and juridical
structure, which is repressive and keeps this odious system in force. The repeal
of that legislation, with its special emphasis on the Internal Security Act, should
create the appropriate atmosphere for the continuance of the negotiations which
have begun and for unfettered political activity. All those in exile must be
permitted to return unconditionaily; the actions of vigilante groups against
political opposition must come to an ead; and current restrictions on the press
must be lifted inter alia. We are particularly concerned at the increase of
violence in South Africa, which unfortunately remains an instrument for the
settlement of disputes and results only from the persistence of the apartheid
régime. Violence is the declared enemy of democracy, which can only flourish in an
atmosphere of mutual respact, and effective tolerance freas of discrimination.,

In Chile, we believe that the advances made thus far towards dismantling the
system of apartheid havg been extremely modest and could have been much more
effective. The South African authoritiés must understand the urgent need for
change. The wall of apartheid must be torn down as energetically as was the Berlin

Wall,
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We believe the international community should acknowledge progress whenm it is
effective and that it should promote faster change. But at the same time it must
use pressure if the process stalls or siows down,

Sanctions against South Africa, while sometimes affecting the neediest sectors
of the population, have none the less achieved and continue to achieve their goal,
for they are a substantive way for the South African Government to gauge the degree
to which the international community accepts the measures adopted to do away with
spartheid. The Chilean Government considers that those sanctiors must be
maintained.

In this connection I reiterate that the democratic Government of Chile has
implemented a series of domestic measuves with the goal of strict compliance with
Security Couacil resolutions in respect of the military embargo against South
Africa. We have reported on these to the relevant United Nations Committees.

Nothing could be more abnormal tham a group of human beings, merely because of
the colour of their skin, being denied from birth any hope of development and of a
good life, all through the irrationality of other human beings. These vestiges of
a world which permitted slavery and later authorized and endorsed colonization must
disappear for good. On the threshold of the twenty-first century, we must press
forward to replace confroantation, selfishness and intolerance with understanding
and co-operation. We must promote a world without colonies and without peoples
under colonial régimes, a more ethical world imbued with justice and respact for
the human person. There is no place for apartheid in such a world.

That is the belief of people the world over, especially in Latin America, the
region to which Chile belongs. We understand the hardship and suffering of the

black people of South Africa since in the recent past a large segment of the
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Chilean people were the victims of unjust discrimination at a time when - only
temporarily, I am glad to say - hatred and political intolerance were imposed on my
country.

For that reason, I want to be very clear and precise as I conclude my
statement. My Goverament unequivocally rejects apartheid and will always be on the
side of those who promote its total eradication. Apartheid cannot be medified; the
free people of our world can accept only its complete elimination.

Mr, TRINH XUAN LANG (Viet Nam): The policy of apartheid pursued by the
racist South African régime against the black majority in South Africa is the most
abominable form of racial discrimination today. It is designed to ensure the
fullest exploitation and repression of the black majority in South Africa and to
treat its members as an underclass or as slaves. All the fundamental human rights
of that majority have for many years been trampled upon, including the right to
live as human beings. All the more dangerous and inhuman is the fact that
apartheid has been pursued as a State policy and an institutionalized system by the
South African régime. Many General Assembly resolutions have explicitly affirmed
that the system of apartheid imposed on the South African people constitutes a
violation of that people's fundamental rights, a crime against humanity and a
constant threat to international peace and sscurity.

The Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern
Africa, which was adopted uranimously by the General Assembly at its sixteenth
special session, held in December 1989, constitutes a strong and unanimous signal
from the international community that the abhorreant system of apartheid must be
completely abolished. Apartheid is indced a Scourge and can in no way be reformed;

it must be eradicated in its entirety.
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One year has passed since the General Assembly's special session at which it
adopted the Declaraticn, and there have indeed been some changes in South Africa:
the lifting of the ban on the activities of political parties and movements, the
release of the well-kncwn freedom fighter Nelson Mandeia and a number of other
political prisoners, and the beginning of a dialogue betwaen the African National
Congress of South Africa and the Pretoria authorities.

However, it must be pointed out that those changes are too little to
correspond to what is stipulated in the Declaration, and are clearly insufficient
to have the necessary desired impact on the political, economic and social lives of
the South African black majority population. It should also be pointed out that,
despite those new developmeants, the situation in Scuth Africa remzins in essence
the same. The main pillars of aparthejd are still intact. The fundamental
structure of the policy and practices of apartheid has not been dismantled. The
Group Areas Act, the Native Land Act, the Population Registration Act, the policy
of bantustanization and other policies designed to maintain the systom of gpartheid
against the South African black majority remain firmly in place.

In that respect, my delegation shares the view exprassed in the report of the
Monitoring Group of the Ad Hoc Committee on Southern Africa of the Organisation of
African Unity that

“there hc not been any fundgmental or irreversible change in South Africa,

The so-called changes which have led some members of the internaticnal

community to believe that pressures should be relaxed wis-&-vis ths apartheid

régime fall far short of justifying that belief. Therefore, the recent
sojourn of Mr. F. W. de Klerk and the attendant suggestions made to relax
sanctions and other measures against the apartheid régime are tantamount to

prematurely rewarding Mr. de Klerk and jeopardizing efforts to create the

necessary climate for negotiations". (AL11Lanl_annggﬂ_gg;g‘_zl&z‘n)
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My delegation also views with serious concern the continr’ng violence in thes
black townships which obviously is a direct consequence of the continued stubborn
maintenance of the abhorrent policies and practices of apartheid. The violence,
often fanned by right-wing elements of the white community together with members of
the police and security forces, has not only resultad in the loss cf hundreds.of
lives, but will also delay the peaceful process of change, and could be used by the
colonial régime in Pretoria as a pretext to obstruct the pursuit of political

dizlogue.
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As is pointed out in the report of the Special Committee against Apartheiad,
the

“heavy toll may result largely from the fact that security 1egis1§tion

empowers police officers above the rank of warrant officers to use arms,

including fire arms, for dispersal of gatherings." (A/45/22, para, 61)

The Pretoria régime must take responsibility for this violence and take urgent
action to put an end to it.

All those facts lay bare the real purposes of the racist régime, which will
never abandon its racist nature and will do everything possible to protect its
policy and safeguard its very existence.

For all these reasons, we fully support the request expressed by the freedom
fighter Nelson Mandela that the sanctions that have been imposed should remain in
Place so long as the purpose for imposing them has not yet been achieved,

My delegation is of the view that the long and courageous struggle of the
African people of South Africa itself, the unanimous support of the international
community for the South African national liberation movement and the international
pressure oa the Pretoria végime have coatributed significantly to bringing zbout
the developments I have mentioned. The international comnunity should be united to
keep the pressure on the apartheid régime.

We therefore hold that existing measures against South Africa must be
maintained until there is clear evidence of profound and irreversible change, as
called for in the United Nations Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructivas
Consequences in Southern Africa. The intermational community should take concerted
measures to maintain sanctions against the racist régime of South Africa until the
total dismantlement of the apartheid system is achieved, in conformity with that

Declaration.
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We call on the South African Government to implement all measures enshrined in
the Declaration in order to create the necessary climate for negotiations with the
African National Congress. The racist South African régime must stop its policy of
destabilization and aggression against the front-line States of southern Africa.

Viet Nam strongly condemns the policy of apartheid pursued by the racist South
African régime. We are committed to the total eradication of apartheid. We appeal
to the Secretary-General and the international commuhity to intensify their efforts
to complete the implementation of the General Assembly's Declaration on apartheid.
We take this opportunity to reiterate our firm support for the just cause and
struggle of the oppressed people in South Africa, under the leadership of the
African National Congress, for the total eradication of apartheid and for the
establishment of majority rule, through the full and free exercise of adult
suffrage by all the people in a united and undivided South Africa.

Mr., MOHAMMED (Iraq) (interpretation from Arabic): A review of the
experience of the struggle of the people of South Africa over the_years gives us an
opportunity at this important juncture to reaffirm the role of international
solidarity in supporting that struggle and achieving its desired objectives through
the complete elimination of the odious apartheid régime.

International solidarity in this case is expressed in two major ways: first,
reselutions aad declarationsvof international and regional organizations, foremost
among which is the United Nations, and, Secondly, the extent to which they are
implemented and the degree of compliance with the measures they impose in various
fields. They give expression to an important aspect of the principle of
international responsibility in the areas of international relations and

international law.
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Another fact that emerges from a review of that experience and its
relationship with international solidarity is the correlation between the
achievements and gains of the people of South Africa in the struggle and the level
of international support arising from compliance with international resolutions and
declarations. Consequently, the gains and achievements of the people of South
Africa in their struggle are not the results of responsiveness or genercsity on the
part of the racist régime, as some would have us believe. Rather, they are further
proof that what is really needed is to dismantle that régime, and not whitewash it
or give it a facelift.

The facts on the ground show that murder and violence are on the increase in
South Africa because of the continued enforcement of the apartheid liaws. Prisons
are still overflowing with political prisoners, and detention without trial
continues to grow. The racist authorities continue to reject the unconditional
return of political exiles and to refuse to repeal the Internal Security Act.
Racist forces continue to be stationed in city centres, proving that the so-called
positive developments are merely failed attempts at whitewashing the racist régime
and are not genuine changes that will lead to the eradicationm of the régime.

All of those facts suggest that the régime is being perpetuated largely
through the imbalances in compliance with United Nations resolutions. The pretexts
given to juséify non-compliance are best expressed in the well-known reservations
advanced by the United States and its allies, particularly whenever the General
Assembly votes on resolutions relating to the policies of apartheid and focusing on
the need for a peacaful solution to erd the apartheid régime and bring about black
majority rule.

The way in which the struggle of the people of South Africa has been dealt
with in the international arens exposes the immoral positions taken by those States

with regard to the question of apartheid. The policy of appeasing the racist



JP/ck A/45/PV.58
69-70

(Mr. Mohammed, Iraq)
Pretoria régime allows those States to circumvent resolutions imposing an
international embargo on that racist régime. It is a policy that threatens all the
achievements of the struggle of the people of South Africa, of the struggle and
sacrifices of the peoples of the frout-line States and of all the efforts by the
international community over many years to express its support for and sclidarity

with the people of South Africa.*

# The President returned to the Chair,
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The stance taken by those States, on the side of the racist régime of South
Africa, was the main cause for the perpetuation of this régime and for the
continuing plight of the people of South Africa. This is one of the vivid examples
which unmask the colonialist positions yis-a-vis the problems and causes of
peoples. Support and solidarity are extended to racist and terroristic régimes,
such as the racist régime of South Africa which indulges in the most horrific
practices against human beings and against their basic rights. This year alone,
10 persons on average are killed daily. Support is also extended to the racist
terroristic Zionist entity in occupied Palestine, where daily, the most heinous
crimes are perpetrated, ard where all humanitarian principles and values are
trampled under foot without any intervention or any protest from the so-called
defenders of human rights. On the contrary, they scramble with their armies and
lethal weapons to suppress and slaughter any people that aspires after safeguarding
its legitimate rights, weaith and resources. This is exactly what is being done
now against our Arab people, where the forces of the United States and its allies
have occupied the holy lands in the Arab peninsula while they support all the
policies of the racist régimes in Pretoria and Tel Aviv.

International law and international solidarity must serve the legitimate
interests nf peoples, not the illegitimate selfish interests of the major Powers,
as is currently happening in the Arab Gulf, where these Powers seek to control the
0il wealth of the region.

In the last months of 1989, the world heard alarming news of the developing
nuclear collaboration between. the racist régimes of Pretoria and Tel Aviv. That
collaboration has reached dangerous levels that seem to have exceeded even the

limits that are acceptable to the very quarters responsible for such collaboration.
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On the other hand, this has made it clear that the encouragament of these two
régimes, particularly by the United States of America and its allies, to acquire
and develop nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles and raap the fruits of the
continued transfer to both régimes of advanced technology, is an extremsly grave
matter that poses threats to all without exception, especially that these twe
régimes pursue an internationally condemned racist policy against the peoples of
South Africa and Palestine. They pursue a policy of aggression against the States
of both regions: that policy is based on the achievement of military authiority,
the acquisition of chemiecal and nuclear weapons, and the use of force and expansion
at the expense of the peoples of both regions and their stability. These two
régimss have not signed the non-proliferation Treaty. They still refuse to place
their nuclear facilities under international supervision and iaspectiesn.

Iraq, proceeding from its firm policy of combating racism, racial
discrimination and gpartheid in all their forms, has consistently supported all the
resolutions and mezsures adopted in intermational forums. Ireq had the honour to
participate in placing the question of South Africe on tiu agenda of the United
Nations in 1947. 1In all these positions, Iraq had proceeded from its commitment to
the policy of co-ordinating with Arab and Muslim countries, as well as the
countries of the Non-Aligned Movement and those of the international community,

Iraqg has no military, commercizl or political relations or any other kind of
relations whatsoever with the régime of South Africa. Any a2llegation to the
contrary is just that, a false, fabricated allegation. It is but another rabid
attempt by the chorus led by certain States which support and encourage the policy
of apartheid in South Africa to distort the image of Iraqg. Those States are trying
to exploit the circumstances arising from the so-called Gulf crisis, believing that
the media hype is an opportunity to level baseless accusations against iraq.

Consequently, Irag strorgly rejects any such allegations. 1Iraq reaffirms that its
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pelicy of not dealing with the régime of South Africa and of compliance with the
internaticnal embargo will never chaage. Rather, its policy will be escalated
until the people of South Africa achieve their final victory against the odious
régime of apartheid.

In this regard, we are confident that the Special Committee against Apartheid
will never be taken in by these transparent attempts. That Committee is famous for
its meticulous scrutiny of allegations. Here, we canrot fail to point out a
glaring fact. None of the four reports issued by the Intergovernmental Group to
Monitor the Supply and Shipping of 0il and Petroleum Products to South Africa made
any such allegation or charge against Iraq. Irag wil). continue to combat apartheid
until its final elimination. Irag will persist in rejecting these allegations made
by some well-known couatries to justify their support for and co-operation with the
régime of South Africa.

I would like to seize this opportunity toc express our high appreciation for
the courageous, prircipled position expressed by Nelson Mandela vig-a-vis the
so-called Gulf crisis,

In conclusion, I should like to reaffirm that Irag, proceeding from its firm
policy, reiterates here its continued support for the struggle of the pecple of
South Africa for the liberation of their country. Iraq strongly condemns the
odious régime of aparthsid which Irag considers tc be a crime against humanity and
a source of aggression, instability and tragedies. It must be completely

eliminated, and blaczk majority rules must be established.
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Mr. ZAMORA RODRIGUEZ (Cuba) {intexpretation from Spauish): Once again we
must meet to consider the ageada item "Policies of apartheid of the Government of
South Africa", which, to mankind's shame, hag occupied the attention of the United
Nations almost since the day the Organization was founded. Over the years we have
endeavoured to £ind a way to put an end to that odious régime and to persuvade the ‘
international community as a whole to take the measures necessary to enable the
black majority in South Africa to exercise. unhindered, their legitimate rights as
citizens of their own land. However, those efforts have produced but meagre
results. The apartheid régime remains in Place. Pretoria's racist policy
continues to form, as it has for nearly half a century, the basis of South African
society. The so-called Separate development of the races - which means development
for the white minority and growing despair for the huge black majority - remains at
the very heart of a régime that hopes, by granting a few reforms won by the
self-sacrificing struggle of the South African pecple, to overcome the repudiation
and rejection of the overwhelming majority of cur world's inhabitantg,

it has been noted that there have receantly been some encouraging signs in
South Africa, in particular the release of Cemrade Nelson Mandela, the legalization
of the activities of the African National Congress (ANC) anmd other grass-roots
organizations and the opening of a dialogue between the ANC and the Pretoria
authorities.

We are witnessing a growing téndency to applaud the reforms that the South
African Goverament is making, which some even feel constitute grounds for graating
legality and international acceptance to a régime that is illegal by its very
nature. 1In this way they try to reduce the pressure which the internatiomail
community is exerting and must continue to exert on the South African authorities
with a view to tne total eradication of the Policy of apartheid, with all its

implications.
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While it is true that there have been some positive changes, only the complete
abrogation of the laws and measures of the apartheid régime, the relsase of all
political prisoners, the lifting of the state of racial repression in place in
South Africa and the ending of the bantustanization of the country can make it
possible for both the South African people and the international community to
verify and assess the true intentions of the South African Government.

 In this connection we would like to recall the description in the Freedom
Charter, signed in Kliptown in 1955, of a united, democratic and #onuracial South
Africa. That Charter states:

"South Africa belongs to all its inhabitants, white and black. No
Government can justly claim authority unless it is based on the will of the
people. The people will govern. All national groups will have equal rights.
The people will share in the country's riches. The land will belong to those
who work it. All will ke equal before the law. The gateway to knowledge ard
culture will open. There will be houses and food. There will be peace and
friendship."

Thus, until this comes to pass, until the legitimate aspirations of the South
African people are fulfilled, we must redouble ocur efforts in support of the people
of that country and their vanguard organization, the African Natiomal Congress. We
must continue forcefully to dencunce apartheid as a crime against humanity, and we
must coatinue to advocate the imposition of comprehensive mandatory sanctions to
compel the Pretoria Government to fulfil its obligations. Not to do so would
amount to condoning the existence of gpartheid. In spite of the reforms, there is
no valid reason to reduce the pressure on the racist régime. The situation in
South Africa remains uncertain and precarious, and the divisions that

bantustanization has forced on the country still take their daily toll of human
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lives. The structures of apartheid remain intact and it is still the declared
official policy of the South African Government. The aspirations of its people, as
set out in Kliptown by representatives of all races, have in no way been fulfilled.

We have no doubt that some People may be genuinely confused by the reforms
carried out by the Pretoria authorities, but we are alarmed to note that many seem
to be trying with ill-concealed complacency to divert the attention of the
international community from repudiating the apartheid régime, and to bring about a
reduction of the necessary pressure on it. We have seen how a number of countries,
including some from Eastern Europe which were once defenders of the legitimate
rights of the South African people, are today joining the chorus claiming
legitimacy for a régime that remains an anachronism and an affront to the most
cherished aspirations of all mankind.

Neither Pretoria's old allies nor its new friends have the right to ask for
clemency just because the apartheid régime has taken certain action that is aimed,
at most, at creating a more comfortable international situation and not at all at
repudiating a pPolicy that has been and is its raison d'étre.

As a representative quite rightly noted Yesterday in this Hall, we are Pleased
at the release of Nelson Mandela, but it would be absurd to reward the apartheid
régime for having released him and his compatriots when they should never have been
imprisoned in the first Place. The representative alc said, quite rightly, that,
had the atrocities committed by the white minority régime against the oppressed
black majority in South Africa been committed by the latter against the former, we
would be hearing demands for Nuremberg-style trials of the South African leadership

rather than demands that it be rewarded.
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(Mr. Zamora Rodriguez, Cuba)
Apartheid cannot be reformed. It must be totally eradicated, and it is both
the Quty and the right of the South African people, and of this Organization, to
ensure that it is. If we did not do s0, that would make us accomplices in racism,
which is prohibited by the United Nations Charter aad by thc most fundwaental norms

of law and civilization.

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.





