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AGENDA ITEM 35 (continued)

THE SITUATION IN THE NIDDLE EAST: REPORTS OF TRE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/45/59S,
A/45/709 and A’45/726)

Mr, JAYA (Brunei Darussalam): The Middle East hac long bser a volatile
and unstable region. A prime causs behind this apparsntly ccmplex a=d most
disturbing state of affairs was mentioned by the Minister of Poreign Affairs of
Brunei Darussalam, His Royal Highnese Prince Mohamsd Bolkiak, in his statement to
the General Assembly last October. His Reyal Righness stressed that specific
regional problems are often the desp-ssated cause of a wider conflict. Ia the case
of the Middls East the spacific ragionsl problem is the long-standing confrentation
between Israel and Arab nations. A just and lasting sclution to this prodlem has
not bezen achieved, despite its having been on the agenda of this noble Organisstion
for the last 45 years.

We noted with deep regret and grave concern that progress towards a peacs
settlement continued to be hindered by Israsl's intransigeonce and denial of the
Palestinian people‘’s inalienable rights, including their right to
sslf-determination without interference, their right to return to their homelarnd
and their right to establish an indspendent Stato of Peleatins.

Isrzel’'s continued presence in the West Baak, Gasa, Jerusalem and the Golan
Heights constitutes illegal occupation of Palestirian and Arad territories. We
condemn Israel's persistent purguit of its Greater Israsl policy in annexing these
Arsb territories in defiance of the United Nations Charter and of international] law,

The Israeli authorities cannot hope to eradicate or suppress the jintifadah,
because in its essence it expresses the ctruggle of naticnaliem. To this end, 1
would like to reiterate Brunei Darussalam's full support for the legitimate
struggle of the Palestinian people to exercise their apposite inalienable rights

and our recognition of an independent State of Palestine.
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Israel's policy of accepting mass emigration of Soviet Jows has exacerbatsd
the situation in the eccupied territories. We contend that this will not only
chengo the demcgrephic ccmposition of the occupied territories but also further
incresso tension and the chancez of violence. In tke past few months, viclence in
the occupied territories, including the killings of Palsstinians by Israsli
authorities, have given conclusive support to this contention.

israel haa also attempted to destroy the Palestinians' efforts to create a
compunal economic structure. This has not only cemplicated ths search for a
political solution but has also czused a setback to the United Mations efforts to
rebuild the Palestinian society. In this regard, Brunei Darussalam supports the
international efforts in calling for the immediate 1ifting of Israeli restrictions
and obstacles hindering the implementation of projectz by the United Nations
sgencies that provide ecomcmic and social assistance to ths Palestinian paople in
the occupied territories.

The core problam in the Middle East situation is and has slwaya been the
Palsgtinian question. In your owa words before the Assembly, Mc. Prosident:

“The Palestinian question has n diwension that goes far boysnd the occupied

territories. It creates rancour, soul-searching, preiudices and,

vafortunately, alsc hatred. It has the c;pacity of distortiag events and of

Gostabllizing ragions and continsnts.® (AZ45/PV.1. p. 12)

The internaticnal community therefore should not be deterred frem striviag te
£ind a just and lasting solution to the problem. In this context. I would like to
reiterate Brunsi Darussalam’'s firm belisf that a just and comprehensive sclution to
the problem car only bo achieved through the convening of the International Peace
Conference on the Middle EBast, with the participation of the parties concerned,
including the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), on an gqual footing, as the

80le legitimate representative of the Palestinian psople.
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In expressing my country's concern over the situation in the Middle East, I
would also like to touch on the issue of the Iragi ianvasion and annexation of
another Islamic country, Kuwait. The invasion further intensifies the already
problematic and temse situation in the Middle East. It shows once again the
fragility and volatility of the region and alsc the vulaerability of small States.
As a small country which depends primarily on international law for its protection,
Brunei Darussalam condemns such action, which viclates the United Nations Charter
and international law. 1In this regard, Brunei Darussalam supports the Unitad
Nations efforts to resolve the Gulf crisis by calling upon Iraq to fully comply
with United Nations Security Council resolution 660 (1990) and all subsequent
relevant resolutions. It is our hope that a peaceful soluticn will proevail in
which the sovereignty and the legitimate Government of Kuwait will be rectored.
Another war in the Middle East will undoubtedly result in grave conseguences, not
only to that region but to worid peace and the global economy.

Elsewhere in the Middle Bast, we have noted several recent developmenta in
Lebanon. One encouraging dovelopment is the decreasing presence of militia gunmen
in Beirut. Ws hope that Lebanon will scon achieve its national reconcilistion on
the basis of the Taif Agreemsnts. At the game time, this body should comtinue to
assist Lebanon to regain its full independence and its full sovareignty.
Furthermore, in accordance with the 1989 ermistice agreement, foreiga troops must
withdraw from southern Lebanon. Without such an undertaking, stability, security
and peace will not prevail,

In conclusion, it is our ferveat hope that with renewed optimism, with our
reinvigorated United Nations and the newly found sense of collective security
demonstrated by the United Nations, particularly by the Security Council over the
Gulf crisis, the question of Palestine, with its manifold and complex

ramifications, will be addressed more urgently now,
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We have celebrated the long-awaited birth of Namibis. We rajoiced and hailed
the historic moment of the raslease of Mr. Nelson Mandsla. We hope that before the
e1d of this century we can also celobrate the birth of a new State of Palestine.

Let us hope that the winds of change which are sweeping many parts of the
world will not bypass the region and the Palestinian people.

My, GARAD (Somalia): The General Assembly is once again seizsd of the
critical situation in the Middle East, which not only continues to be fraught with
possibilities of explosion and instability in the region, but has all the potontial
of being a real threat to international peace and security.

A new dimension has been added to the already volatile situation in this
region with Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. As I address this Assembly, ominous clouds
of an impending war have gathered over the area, threatening to plunge the world
into a major catastrophe unless saner and wiser counsel prevails in the days to
come.,

In the course of his report on the work of the Orgarization (A/45/1), the
Secretary-General rightly described the Middle East as a whole as the most
explosive region of the world tocay. It is regrettable that the gravity of the
situation in the Middle East should continue to increase in spite of the winds of
change in the world and the positive global spirit which have contributad to, among
other things, the settlement of a number of internationally significant regional
issues over the last three years, thereby strengthening the role of the Uaited
Nationms.

The Secretary-General, in his report on the question of Palestine, drew
attention to the absence of any diplomatic process aimed at overcoming the
obstacles to an effective negotiating process in the Middle East. It is

unfortunate that although the internaticnal community has reaffirmed the urgent and
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imperative need to achisve a just, comprehensive anad lasting sottlement of tho
Arab-Israel conflict, through successive Gemneral Assembly resclutions on the
convaning of the International Peace Conference on the Middle East, no progress has
been possible in this direction dacause of Israel’'s intransigence.

While deploring Iarael's arrogance, which is s80laly respensible for the
preszent impasse in the peace process in the ragion, we reject its untemable charge
of terrorism against the Palestine Liberation Organization, the scle and legitimate
représentative of the Pslestinian people. It is well known that the PLO is
comaitted to peace on the basiz of the United Nations resclutions on the Middle
East and Palestine. Israsl has conveniently forgotten that the Palestine National
Council, by rescluticns adopted at its special session held at Algiers towards the
end of 1988, and subseguentiy the Palestinian leadership, by various declarations
and statements, have affirmed their sincere desire for peace by committing
themselves to the acceptance of a peaceful solution of the problem on the bssis of
Security Council resoluticns 242 (1967) and 338 (1973).

The international community has consistently supported the convening of the
International Psace Conference on the Middle East under the auspices of the Unitead
Fetions and with the participation of all the parties to the confliict, including
the Palestine Liberaticn Organigation. Such 2 conference will therefore provide
the necessary legsl and political framework for negotiations lecading to a just and
comprehensive settlemeat of the problem that would result in Israel's withdrawal
from all occupisd Arab and Palastinian territories aud the restoration of the
inalienable rights of tho Palestiniam people, including their right to
solf-determination and to establish a State of their own ir Pazlestine, and in

respect for the right of all the States of the region to live in peace and security.
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The glorious uprising, intifadah, of the Palestinian pecple in the West Bank
and Gaza, is an eloquent reminder that peace cannot be achieved in the region
unless the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people are fully restored. The
entire world is shocked at the brutal repression to which Israel continues to
resort in the occupied territories in order to suppress this spontansous uprising.
What is more, in the face of international outrage against its violation of human
rights in the occupied territories, Israel has time and again rejected proposals
for a United Nations team to visit the areas concerned.

In his report to the Security Council, last month, the Secretary-General gave
a graphic account of the harrowing conditions under which the Palestinian people in
the Israeli-occupied territories are compelled to live:

“+ss Palestinians have expressed a profound fesling of vulnerability at all

times, whether in the workplace, at school, in places of worship or simply

walking down the street. This fear was compounded by their view that there
was no recourse to any authority, other than the security forces who were so
often respoansible for the moasures inflicted upon them. They have stated that
they felt unsafe even inside their homes, which were frequently subjected to
midnight searches, and during which entire households, including children,

were beatsn. It was said that arrests during such operations were common. A

wide range of collective punishments had, they said, become routine during the

past three years, such as curfews, the demolitica of homes, administrative

detention and the uprooting of trees." (S/21919, para., 19)



FMV/5 A/45/PV,.62
11

(M. Garad, Somalia)

In his report, the Secretary-General clearly indicates how helpless is the
international community today in trying to deal effectively with this tragedy of
our time, when he states:

"The issue before us today is what practical steps can, in fact, be taken
by the international community to ensure thé safety and protection of the
Palestinian civilians living under Israeli occupation. Clearly, the numerous
appeals - whether by the Security Council, by mygelf as Secretary-General, by
individual Member States or by ICRC, which is the cugstodian of the Geneva
Conventions - to the Israeli autherities to abide by their obligations under
the Fourth Geneva Conventicn have been ineffective." (8721919 and Corr.1,
para. 24)

Another dimension of Israel's threat, not only to peace and stability in the
region but to international peace and security., is its possession, and unregulated
capability of producing, weapc .3 of mass destruction. This has been duly reflected
in the report of the Secretary-General (A745/435) on the establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East.

It is evident that in spite of the wind of change and the positive spirit in
the world today, to which I referred earlier, the drift of events in the Middle
East is not towards the understarding and compromise that alone can usher in
lasting peace in the region. The Secretary-General, in his report on the work of
the Organizaticn, stated that

“In the long run, lasting peace will come to the Middle East only when the

principles of international law govern the relatioas betwsen States, when

disputes are resolved through peaceful means, when the aspirations of those
deprived of their rights have been fulfil;ed, and regional security and
ecoromic arrangements - which take into account the concerns of all the

parties in the area - have been established." (As45/1, p. 10)
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Unless, thersiore, we redouble our efforts to bring about justice and legality
in the prevailing conditiors in the region, the already precarious situationm in
that area is bound to deteriorate, posing even more dangerous threats to regional
and world peace and security. We therefors urge aill the parties concerned to use
the framework for peace providsd by the United Nations, which we firmly balieve
will coatribute to the just, comprehensive and iasting solution of the Arab-Israeli
conflict, thereby ending once and for ail the suffering and agony oi the
Palestinian people and bringing to the countries in the rogioa the bemefits cf
pecce, security and stability that they have long been denied.

My, MOHIURDIN (Bangladesh): A little over a ysar ago, when my delegation
addressed the General Assembly on this same topic, we said that we were meeting on
& matrix of hope. The same condition no longer obtains. Sadly, the situation in
the Middle Zast has deteriorated emormously since then. Today we have but to look
bayoud the rim of the saucer and we will perceive the moving clouds of grave danger
and pesrhaps hear the thunder of war. The issue is undoubtedly complex, but, unless
w# cut the Gordian knot of its intractibility, the slide into the morass of
disaster will be inexorable.

It is not for nothing that the Secretary-General has described the Middle East
as “tho most szplosive region of the world today" (A/45/l. p. 10). A dangsrous
arss race. heightened confroatation and the increased intransigence of Israel have
all interacted to crsate a highly unténabls situation that is uktorly unacceptable.

Ye still believe, however, that there iz no noed for total despair. We draw
hope from an emerging conssnsus iz the global community that the world must stand
up to oppression, that aggression is not to be reawarded, and that forcible
occupstion of the territorins of others should be rosisted with all the might at
its commsn?. Israsl must draw a significant lesson from these davelcpments.

Barzione are ready to fight 2nd dle Zor values thec Tel Aviv appears to igmors.
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Ne nsed not wonder what ie to be done. We are aware of what 1ies at the core,
at the centre, of so crucial a matter. It ias undoubtedly the gquestion of
Palestine. Palestine is more than a painful story of the travails of a
dispossessed pecples it has become a symbol of struggle that finds manifestation in
the glorious jntifadah. By legacy, law and legend, Palastine belongs to the
Palestinians. What is rightfully theirs and has besn wrongfully taken away must be
restored to them,

In our resolutions we have stressed time and again that Palestine lies at the
heart of the conflict in the Midale East, that peace in the Middie East is
indivisible and must be based on a comprehensive, just and lasting solution under
the auspices of the United Nations, and that no such peace is possible without the
exercise of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. We have reiterated,
and we do so again, that the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), the sole and
legitimate representative of the Palestinian pesople, must be able to participate in
all relevant deliberations, including the proposed peace confersnce, on an équal
footing with other parties.

To create the appropriate enviromment for peace, Israe. .ust immediately,
unconditionslly and totally withdraw from all occupied Arab territories, including
the Syrian Golan. Lebanon must be left in peace, the peace that she has baen
denied so excruciatingly snd for so long. dJerusalem, the Holy City of the great
faiths of Isiam, Judaism and Christianity, must not continue to be occupied and
desacrated by being made a bargaining chip.

As if the persistent sorrows of the Middle East were not enough, we have
recently witnessed another man-mzde tragedy in the occupation of Ruwait by Iraq.
Our stance om the issue has been unequivocal. Once again we appeal to Baghdad to
heed the resolutions of the Security Council. We welcome the recent initiative on

contacts and hope that it comss to fruition and produces positive results.
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In his endeavours in the quest for peace in the Middle Eagt the
Secratary-General has cur fullest, most complete support. We are totally with him
in his efforts to bring about a comprehensive, just and lasting solution to ths
problems of that region.

To those whe treat the urgings of the Assembly with rcant respsct., I suggest
that ours is not just the voice of the world, but alsc that of reason. The Holy
Books are replete with examples of countries that have come to naught because of

their inability to read the writing on the wall.
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Mr. SUTIRESNA (Indonesia): Despite the intensive efforts of the United
Nations for over four decades, a psaceful settlement of the Middle East conflict
remains elusive and the situation in the region continves to be unstable. Recent
events have further highlighted the urgency of finding an equitable sclution to
this seemingly intractable problem,

The persistence of the conflict, however, camnot be ascribed to the
Organisation, which since its inception has played an indispensable role in
facilitating armistice agreeménts. dispatching peace-keeping forces, extending
humanitarian relief, and above all formulating the essential components of a
political solution. Rather, it is the untenable policies and actions relentlesszly
pursued by Israel that have thwarted 211 endesvours and led to a virtual stalemate.

As events during the past year have once again demonstrated, the occupying
Power has persisted in its policies of expansion aud oppression, its provocative
defiance of the will expressed by the internatioral community, and its intransigent
flouting of the resolutions adopted by the Gsmneral Assembly and the Security
Council. Compounding the situation are new dimensions of violance and the reign of
terror in the region, which have rendered any hope for meaningful negotiations
excesdingly remote. These developments have also evoked wideapread anger and
bitter dsspair among the inhabitants of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, the Golan
Heights and the Holy City of Jerusalem, and have triggered an escalating spiral of
violeance and counter-viclence. Thus, the Arab-Israeli conflict, with the
unresolved Palestinian issue at its core, has moved inexorably from one crisis to
another, creating in its wake ever more obstacles ti the restoration of peace and
tranquillity in that volatile region. Yet, through all these years of trials and
tribulations, Palestinisn nationalism has emerged stronger and dseper, resulting in
the radical transformation of the strategic and political dimensions of the

conflict and in a qualitatively different situation in the occupied territorics.
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In the midst of a rapidly deteriorating situation in the Middie East, it is
gratifying to note that, after more than a decade and a helf of strife and turmoil
in Lebanon, normalcy has been restored and the process of national reconciliation _
has gone forward. But the question of Labanon continues to be an iategral part of
Israel's designs to establish a permanent military presence in southeran Lebanon,
Just as it is attempting to do in tho occupied territories. Indonesia has in the
past condemued the illegal occupation through the illegitimate local forces Israel
has set up as surrogatzs under its control, and we have supportzd the resistance
movement of the Lebanese people to liberate their country. The soveraignty.
independence, unity and territorial integrity of Lebanon must be restored, while
the authority of its Government and the effectivensss of its army must be enforced
throughout the country.

Long-festering grievances, aggression and occupation, annexation and
disposseesion, as wall as suppression of national aspirations to freedom,
independsnce and nationzl sovereignty have all made the Middle East the most
oxylélivo'region in the world. Israel's systematic attempts to remove the people
from their land have besn met by the unyielding determination of the Pales:inians
te remain in their land. The leaders of Israsl have missed far teo nany
opportunitiss to achisve peace becauss of their steadfast refusal te recocnize the
rights to self-detsrmination, equal rights and justice for all peoples.

My delegation would have liked to believe that there is still a measurs of
bnps and that Israel will realize that it is in its best interests to reach a
gattlemsnt basad upon certain long-standing and fundamental principles, including
the noa-acquisition of territory by force and the observance of international
treaties and conventions. But as those expectations have been belied, indonesia
and cthe vast majority of Member States have become increasingly concorned cvar the

dangerous course of events and fully convinced that the vital interests of the
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peoples of that ragion, as well as the interests of internationsl peace and
gecurity, urgently call for the rezumption of collective efforts to achisve a Just
and lasting settlement of the Arad-Israsli conflict.

In this regard, the convening of an international peace conference on the
Middle Zast has sssumed paramcunt importance, 23 it offers the only practical and
realistic approach to dialogue between the parties concerned, inecluding the PLO.
The universal demand for the convening of a conference is a tacit rescognition of
the fact that a comprehensive ssttlement can be reached only through nﬁgptintiens
izveliving the one internationzl machinery that we have collectively created for
that very purpose, the United Nations. Only sultilateralism can assurs an open
dialogue on all relevant issues relating to the Middle East prodlem, without
prejudica to the interests of the parties involved, snd agresments concluded at the
conference will acquire universal legitimacy if ixjlementsd in a manner aceceptable
to all parties. Immediate steps should therefore be taken to se: Up a prepsratory
committee, with the participation of the permanent members of the Security Council,
88 a first astep towards the holding of the conforenco.

We hope that the new spirit of co-operation among them, which has become
increasingly evident in their concerted endesvours te resolve various confliet
situations peacefully, will also characterise the Arab-Israeli Aispute. The era of
the cold war has come to an end and, in the context of the need to chart a new snd
universally accepted world order, it is essential that more concerted efforts be
®ade to cvercome the unresolved conflict situations that have plagued ths
interaational community for so long.

Pinzlly, my delegation shares the forebodings ezpressed by many Membar States
that a prolonged delay in seeking a durable soiution to the endemic Middle Bast

conflict is fraught witk incalculable conseguences. We also belisve that a
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continustion of the atatus quo will be detrimsatal to the intaiosts of all the
parties concerned, especially che Palestinians. The situation has been further
complicated by Iraq‘'s invasion and declared annexation of Ruwait. A solution to
the crisis will have a salutary impsct on the Middie East as a whole and provide
the nscessary impetus for an accora on the Arab-Israeli conflict.

The recognition of Palestinian rights is the central requirsment for a just
&nd durable peace betwesn Israel and its Arab neighbours. It is therefore
imperative that Israel join the global consensus and engage in a serious search for
peace. And it is more urgent than ever on the part of all Member States, and
especially of the members of the Security Council, to fulfil their responsibility
and move decieively forward with concerted efforts leading to a comprehensive, just

and peaceful settlement of the Middle EBast conflict,
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Mr, RLIASSOK (Sweder): Not for a long time has the situation in the
Middle Bast sppearsd as critical and complex as it does today. The region now
balances on the brink of disastaer. It is a paradox that at a time when
international relations are geing through fundamental and positive change, when the
cold war is over, when respsct for human rights and democratic values is boing
enhanced and when millions of pPeople arcund the world remew their hepes for a
better future, the situation in the Middle East is more explosive than ever.

Since ancient times the Middle East has bsen a region plagued by erisis and
conflict. Its geographical location, its historic and religious horitaga.and its
strategic importance have all contributed to this state of affairs. A powerful
wird of positive change has swept across Central and Bastern Burope, affecting
other parts of the world as well. But it seems to have left only scant ripples in
the shifting sands of the Middle East. As the experienca o: the process of the
Conference on Security and Co-cperation in EBurope (CSCE) has shown with regard to
that continent, deep-seated conflicts can be overcom? through confidence-building
and other inmovative approaches.

Inadequate democratic traditions and respect for humzn rights are important
problems in the Middle East today, further complicating the search for security and
co-operation in that region. One éountry iz the area, Israel, prides itself on its
democratice inatitutiqns and political freedom. Its democracy does not, howsver,
extend to the Palestinians in the occupied territories. The way they are treated
does not testify to a genuine sense of damocratic or human rights values in those
who are responsible for their safety.

The most urgent and the mest explosive conflict in the vegiou is of course
Iraq's aggression against Kuwait, where Irag now faces a united world community.
Iraq's occupation ard purported amnexation of Kuwait represent flagrant violations

of the United Nations Charter. Not only has a soversign country been overrun by
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armed force; this unprovoked aggression also threatens the whole Middle East region
and the emerging new. and more hopeful, world order.

- Many countries have been directly affected by Irag's treatment of foraign
nationals in Kuwait and Irag. To hold foreign nationals against their will camot
bo tolerated. The unity of the international community in its condemnation of Iraq
is crucial. Sweden fully supports the Security Council in its efforts to make Iraq
leave Kuwait unconditionally. Swaden has, for its part, implementsd all sanctions
against Iraq dscided by the Security Council. We have also allocated considerable
financial resources and providad humanitarian assiatance to countries and people
affected by the conflict. Should Sweden be requestad by the Security Council, in
accordance with the Charter, to provide further assistance, we are ready to respect
such requests. The Security Council resolutions regarding tke Irag-Kuwait question
must be fully implemented without delay. It is vital that aggression not be
rewarded.

We welcome the opening of a dialogue between the United States and Iragq. A
dialogue of thias kind may open the way to a peaceful solutior, in conformity with
the Security Council resolutions and with international law. The withdrawal of the
Iragi forces from Kuwait will have to be followed by arrangements for security and
stability in the region.

An end to the crisis in the Persian Gulf would improve the possibilities for a
solution to other conflicts in the Middle Bast, which have for so long evaded all
efforts to reach a settlement. The search for a solvtion of the acute Irag-Kuwait
conflict must not allow us to neglect the old conflicts. Year after year in the
Assembly we have had to face the fact that the West Bank, Gasa, East Jerusalem and
the Golan Heights as well are still occupied by Israel. Year after year Sweden has

sppealed to the Israeli Goverament to declare openly in the Assembly that Israel
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has no intention to acquire and to remain in the territories taken by force in
1867. Again, I renew this ;ppeal.

Israeli troops are also present in southern Leberon. Syrian troops still
remain in major areas in that country. The tragic situatioa in Lebanon cortinued
to deteriorate for many years. The Swedish Government welcomses tha recent
developments towards peace and reconciliatiorn. The Lebanese Governmeat must now be
given a fair chance to fulfil its task of restoring full sovereignty and
independence, unity and territorial integrity through national recoaciliation and
non-interference from abroad.

Historically, the most intractable conflict in the region remains the
Palestinian question. Lasting peace in the area camnot be reached until this
problem has been solved. To say that is not to accept the claim of so-called
linkage, but to state a fact. 1In order to establish lasting peace in the Middle
East all occupation must cease. As soon as the sclution of the acute crisis in the
Gulf has boen achisved, the international community should concentrate fully on the
other urgent problem in the region.

The Swedish Government stroxgly supports Israel's right to exist within secure
and recognized boundaries. This does not, however, imply uncriticel acceptance of
Israel's policies. We are deeply concerned about Israel's policies and practices,
including serious humen rights violations in the occupied territories. Only a just
solution to the gquestion of Palestine and acknowledgement of the Palestinian
people’s right to self-determination, including the right to estoblish its own
State, seemz to offer a chance for preventing the threatening sscalation of
violence.

The Palestinians today need hope for a better future, hope that a just,

peaceful solution can be found. But they also need protection while waiting for
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the peace process to produce results. Sadly, we have to note that the peace
process has bsen stalled. Frustration has taken its toll on both sides. The
intifadah is now entering its fourth year. Around 1,000 Palestinians have been
killed since its beginning in 1987. The high toll among children is frightenings
more than 200 children have been killed. The increassd religious tensicns between
Moslems and Jews have further sscalated the violence betwesn the two communities.

The most serious recent event was the massacre by the Israeli police on the
Temple Mount on 8 October. The Swedish Government joins in the world-wide
condemnation of the excoaaiv@ use of force by the Israeli police. That event and
the following eruptions of violences demand measures by the internaticnal community
for monitoring and for the protection of the Palestinian people. The Swedish
Government supports the Secretary-General's suggestion that a meeting be convened
with the high contracting parties of the Pourth Geneva Cocnvention, to which Israel
is a party.

The Swedizh Governmment concurs with the overvhelming majofity of Msmber States
which consider that the best way to promote the peaceful ssciution to the Middle
East conflict would be the convening of an international peace conference in the
Middle East under the auspices of the United Nations. Such a conferences should be
convened with the participation, on an equal footing, of the five parmanent members
of the Security Council and all parties concerned, including the Palestine
Liberation Organization.

In clesing, let me say that the Israeli Goverament must understand that
stability agd security, including z safe haven for tens of thousands of new
immigrants, can never be achieved through domination or through the use of force.
We must all recognize that a lasting, comprehensive solution can be obtained only

through political means.
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Mr. STEIN (United States of America): Today I want to address the
general and continuing aspects of the singularly important issus of paace and the
Arab-Israeli conflict. The commitment of the United States to the search for peace
between Arabs and Israelis remains a major part of our foreign policy. We are
committed to a practical process that offers a real possibility of achieving peace
in the Middle East. We have worked on this issus for many, many years. The
disengagement agreements following the 1973 war, the Camp David peace process and
the peace T;eaty between Egypt and Israel are clear indications of the fact that
this isaue can be dealt with successfully and creatively. Our goal continues to be
a comprehensive peace settlement. .

We all know that there are many obstacles to an Arab-Israeli peace
settlement. We have worked hard to overcome them. The existence of Kuwait has
never been such an obstacle, but the Iragi invasion of Kuwait has created yet one
more problem in the path of finding a just, secure and realizable peace in place of
the Arab-Israeli conflict. As Secretary Baker said recently,

“Saddam did not invade Kuwait to help the Palestinians; he Aaid it for his own

self-aggrandizement,"

Ironically., it is Iraq's policy of aggression that is a paramount obstacle to
resolution of the Palestinian issue, notwithstanding Iraq's professed desire to
resolve that problem. As explained by Soviet Foreign Minister Shevardnadze, “You
do not enslave one people to free amother."

For over two decades the United States has been committed to a just and
lasting settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict. In the last year and a half we
have held particularly intensive discussions with 8ll the parties involved.
Assisted by friemdly partners, we have focused on the practical approach of direct
negotiations as a means of bridging the differences. This practicsl approach to

getting such negotiations started has included work towards a dialogue between
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Israelis and Palestinians and an electoral process in tﬁe occupied territories.
Today our approach remains basad on the kXey principles which we believe can provide
a solid foundation for an equitable settlement.

First, the objective in these negotiations is to achiave a comprehonsive
gsettlement. Such a settlement must be put together through a process of
negotiation based on Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), which
are broadly accepted by all the parties to the negotiations. These negotiations
should thus involve the exchange of territory for peace, security and recognition
for Israel and for all the other States in the region, and the attainment by the
Palestinian paople of their legitimate political rights.

Because of the enormous complexity of moving inmediately to a final
settlement, a second principle should guide the negotiations. It will be necessary
to move through a transitional period so that the parties can adjust to each ;ther.
build the confidence and trust required for a durable settlement, and continue the
negotiating process necessary to arrive there. The firal status settlement is the
over-arching cbjective, however, and no transition can be a substitute for that.

Thirdly, the final settlement will be shaped by the negotiations between the
parties. It caanot be dictated by any party in advance. It must be based on the
Security Council resolutions toc which I have referred. In this regard, the Uanited
' States has not supported the creation of an independent Palestinian State in the
occupied territories, just as we cannot Support annexation or permanent Israelj
control over those territories.

The development of principles alone is not sufficient to move parties
forward. The conditions must be created to sustain viable and ongoing
negotiations. The gaps that currently separate the parties and prevent them from

getting to the table are wide, and the mistrust is deep,
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In dealing with this situation, an approach is required that will break the
current cycle of deepening éonftontation betwaon Israslis and Palestinians. We
should like to see that cycle of confrontation replaced by a political process that
will improve the situation in the occupied territories and bring about a positive
change in the parties' views of one another.

Ia that regard, we have supported, and continue to support, the idea of free
and fair elections as offering a practical pathvey to this end. Ws welcomed the
Israeli Government's initiative of May 1989 in this regard. We have worked for
many months in an attempt to achieve such objectives. While elections are not the
end of the pathway to a solution to the problem, they offer a practical means of
launching 2 political process that could lead to negotiations.

In this regard, the tragic cycle of violence betwesn Israelis and Palestinians
in the West Bank and Gaza continues to carry with it not only a bitter legacy of
confroatation and mistrust but also a major impediment to opening up the process of
negotiations. This is why we have expended 3o much time in encouraging Israelis
and Palestinians to try to open the doors to a practical dialogue. Such a dialogue
could not only make the possibilities of an electoral precess more rsalistice but
also assist in reducing the barriers that now stand in the way of a process of
negotiation. We remain convinced that negotiations musc take place beiween Israel
and all its neighbours if a full &nd comprehensive peace is to be achieved, and we
strongly support the desire that has been expressed by many in the region to see
this oecur,

On both sides the choice is clear. Open-mindedness and flexibility will be
necessary if problems are to be overcome. Help and co-operation from all the
States in the region will be necessary. The ending of states of belligerency and

recognition of Israel are important steps that cen be taken as the process moves
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forward. Recognitior of the human rights of individuals under occupation and full
adherance to the Fourth Geneva Convention would alsc make a constructive
contribution to de-escalating the confrontation and providing an atmosphere for the
constructive work ahead.

Heving made all these points clear, I must say that it is a source of great
disappointment to my Government that Saddam Hussein should seek to link, in some
fashion or other, his unprovoked aggression against a peaceful neighbour with the
need to solve the Palestinian problem. There is absolutely no justification for
this. Indeed, Saddam’'s izvasion of Kuwait has seriously set back the possibilities
of progress within the region towards dealing effectively with the Arab-Israeli

dispute, rather than moved them forward.
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What the Iraqi presence in Kuwait does do is to complicate the situation in
the region. No one in the 6nited Nations is prepared to take the positiom that
Iraq must be rewarded by steps on the question of Palestine somehow or other either
for its aggression against Kuwait or for its returning the situation to the
status quo. To do so, would be a travesty and a perversion of the United Nations
Charter and its fundamental principles. The linkage which Saddam Hussein wishes to
try to establish is not only unpersuasive but completely illegitimate. In doing so
he has made it more difficult, rather than less difficult, to deal eifectively and
continuously with the settlement of the Arab-Israeli dispute. Not only should
there be no reward for his aggression by accepting his demands te link & solution
to the Palestine issue and the resolution of the Persian Gulf crisis, but, if
anything, his blatant and perverse actions have distracted international as well as
Areb attention from the search for practical steps to solve the Israeli-Arab
conflict, including the Palestinian question.

The path that Saddam has choseﬁ through his invasion of Kuwait is clearly
wrorg. Brutal and unprovoked aggression against a Member State of the United
Nations will do nothing to improve or resolve the problems of the Middle East.
Linkage is a blatant attempt to blur the focus of unprovoked aggression and should
not ba accepted. Those who promote this argument only seek to shift the blame for
the problems of the Gulf when it is quite clear who has caused them and should
resolve them.

The situation of the Palestinians is a great concern to us. We have publicly
stated and demonstrated our position in favour of the Secretary-General's efforts
to improve their situation. We are all working together to reverse the course of
Iraqi aggression so that we can get back fully and completely toc the critical work

of achieving a comprehensive settlement.
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Mr. VORONTSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from
Russian): Against the backdrop of the positive trends towards resolving complex
pockets of tension, the stark drama of the situation in the Middie East is
particularly evident, embodying years and years of the building up of distrust,
enmity, counter-claims and division. Despite the efforts made at different times,
including efforts made by the United Nations, so far it has been impossible to
break the chain reaction of negative build-up in that region, to curb the dangerous
processes that continue uncontrollably, leading to new pockets of conflict arising
and an exacerbation of old ones. The most tragic thing of all is that conflict has
bscome a fact of life for the peoples of the Middle East. For several genarations
of Palestinians, Lebanese, other Arabs and also Israelis, actas of violence, armed
acts, suffering and death have become daily occurrences.

In our statemsnts in the plenary meeting of 3 December and in the Security
Council on 5 December we stated our views on the present exacerbation of tension in
the territories occupied by Israel and ceciszively condemned the new wave of
repression by the Isrseli authorities ajainst :he Palastinian people. The Soviet
Union calls upon Israel immediately to put an end to its purnitive acts and
lawlessness.,

It is also a fact that the failure to resolve the conflict betwaen the Arabs
and Israel, and the failure to resolve its key element, the Palestinian aspact,
poses a serious threat to universal peace and sscurity. As was stressed in the
statement by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the USSR, Mr. Shevardnadse, in
Vladivestock in August this ye' ¢, "Until peace comss to the Middle Bast we will all
pay an enormous price for its wars."

The lack of any real movement towards resolving the Middle East situation has
produced fertile ground for a further growth of feelings of confrontation and

extremism.
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The task of finding a just and lasting solution to the Middle East problem is
one of the priority goals of Soviet foreign policy. We are convinced that lasting
peace will come to the Middle East only when relations between States are governed
by the norms and principles of international law and disputes resolved by peaceful
means, when the rights of peoples are attained, and security is guaranteed for all
States of that region.

The main point, here, we feel is movement away from mere rhetoric to practical
steps to convene an international conference on the Middle Bast with the
participation of all interested parties, including the Palestine Liberaticn
Organization arnd the permanent members .of the Security Council. I wish to stress
that the Soviet Union has insistently ama consistently addressed the issue of the
conference for a number of years now. Back in February 1989, in the statement made
by the Miniate: for Foreaign Affairs of the USSR, Mr. Shevardnadsze, in Cairo, a
comprehensive approach on how to improve the situation in the Middle East was cet
forth, including in particular reactivating efforts to convens a Middle East
coaference.

We coﬁtinue‘to be corvinced that the development of the peace process in the
Middle East is possible on a basis that offere a variety of choices, and we are
prepared to support any comstructive proposais, including transitional ecnes,
pending the attainment of a comprehensive settlement.

With that aim in mind, thi Soviet Unicn intends to co-operate energatically
with all interested parties - Araba, Isrzel, the United States, Western Europsan
States and indeed all that cherish psace in the Middie Eazt. In this regard, the
atétement by the President of the Security Council of 30 Nevember 1990 is extromely

important. He atressed that:
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“the situation in the Middle East as a whole continues to be potentially

dangerous and is likely to remain so, unless and until & compreheonsive

settlement covering all aspects p: the Middle East problem can be reached.®

(8/PV.296¢, D, 3)

The Soviet Union continues to believe that the United Nations, given its
authority and peacemaking potential, must Play a leading role in establighing a
just and lasting peace in the Middle East. The basic decisions taken by the United
Nations on this probiem are still valid as a generally acceptable political and
legal framework for the settlement. Their great importance iz clasr because they
reflect the broad international consensus that has emerged on basic principles for
a just and lasting sottlement of the Middls East problem. Those principles are the
withdrawal of Israeli trocps from Arab territories occupied during and after tho
armed conflict of 1967; exzercise of the right of the Palestinian pecple to
self-determination, just as that right would ba ensured for the pecples of Israel;
the creation of conditions for the peaceful and secure existence of all States of
the regicn within internationally recognized borders; respect, in relations between
them, for the principles of equality, equal security and non-interference in
internal affairs, respect for their political iadependence and sovorasigntys and

non-uge of force in resolving conflicts.
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We fully share the conclusion in the report of the Secretary-Gensral to the
effect that

"a negotiating process will only be effective if it involves all the parties

concerned, including the Palestine Liberation Organisz .:ion, and aims at a just

and lasting settlement of the Arab-Israsli conflict based on Security Council
resolutions 242 (1957) and 338 (1973) and the legitimate political rights of

the Palestinian people. including self-determination". (A/45/708. para. 7)

As everybody knows, the recent attempts to revive the pelitical dialogue,
which vers made possible by the flexible and constructive approach of the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) leadership, have invariably come up sgainst the
uncompromising position adopted by Israsl. Recent statements by certain Israeli
leaders that Jews havs the right to settle "on the lands ot Israel from the
Mediterranean Sea to the River Jordan® are not conducive to defusing an already
tense atmosphere. The short-sightedness of this policy is clear; unlass there is a
true balance of interests, unless there is co-operation &nd partnership in
resolving common problems, mo State can have any guarantee of security.

We believe that if Israel were to heed the voice of reason and agree to the
convening of the international conference on the Middle East, thsre couid be a
great breakthrough towards a peaceful settlement in the Middle Bast, in the
interest of all the peoples living in the region, including, of course, the pecple
of Israel.

We are particularly concernad by the relentless militarization of the Middle
East, the fact that it is becoming saturated with particularly destabilizing types
of weaponry, including ballistic missiles and chemical weapons, and the fact that a
number of States are coming ever closer to obtaining the nuclear option. The

international community is quite right to be concerned that the continuance of the
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arms race could plunge tho Middle East into a new spiral or rivalry, with
unforesasable conssquences for both regional and international sacurity.

An important condition of a stable ssttlement in the Middle Bast is the
estadlishment ¢f a dialogue on reducing military capsbilities to the level of
reasonable sufficiency, building confidence and, ia‘tho longer term. setting up an
integrated system of inter-State co-operation bzsed on stable bilateral ard
multilateral mechinery. In the opinion of the Soviet Unicn such major stops as the
transformation of the Middle East into a 2ome free of nuclear, chemical snd other
types of weapons of mass destruction, the curb1n§ of the acrms faén. including that
in missiles and missile technology, and the establishment of & United Nations
regional centre on the reduction of the danger of war would be helpful in putting
these ideas irto practice.

Iraq's aggression againast Kuwait has dealt a serious blow to the efforts to
solve the Middle EBast problem by peaceful means. In an instant the first fragile
threads from which the structure of a future settlement in the Middle ZBast was
baginning to be woven were broken; in an instant, sttitudes of defiance and
confrontation once more gained the upper hand.

Our view of the situation was set forth in detail im the stotement by the
Foreign Minister of the USSR, Mr. Shevardnadze, to the Security Council on
29 November, and thore is no need to repeat it here; I shouid just like to share
the thought that, as lMr. Shevardnadze said,

"we should continue what we have been doing ... ¢ seeking a path towards a

comprehensive gettlement of the whole complex of Middle Bast problems that

existed prior to 2 August. That is not revarding anyone; it is just sound

policy eoe "c \(St ELZM)
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In conclusion, I wish to stress that the Soviet Union is prepared to continue
in the future to make a constructive coatribution to internaticnal contacts on the
Middle East problem and to co-operate actively with all the parties, the United
Nations and its Secrestary-General in ths interest of making true progress towards a
Middle East settlement.

Mr. HATANO (Japan): The year 1990 has been a truly remorkable one. We
have witnessed dramatic progress towards democracy, peace and national
reconciliation in many parts of the world. 014 rivalries are being forged into new
relations of friendship and co-operation.

One region that has seemed immune to the comtagion of psace and
reconciliation, however, is the Middle East, where dsep-rooted rivalries continue
to consume the energies of the Govermments, ths resources of the laand ané the
gpirit of the paoples. In view of the generally encouraging developments that are
unfolding elsevhere in the world, the lack of progress towards peace in the Middle
East is all the more distressing.

The issus that is uppermost in our minds today is, of course, the situation
resulting from Iraq's iavasion of Kuwait last August and Irag's subsequent
proclamation that it had annexed that country. Irsq's acts of sggression,
uaprecedented in the post-war era, contravens established rules of international
law. Japan reiterates its condemnaztion of Irag’'s actions and calls for the
immediate and unconditional withdrawal of Iraqi torées from Kuwait, the restoration
of the sovereignty snd indeperdence of Kuwait, and freeing of foreign nationals now
detained in Iraq to retura to their home countries.

Japan supports every one of the resolutions which the Security Council has
adopted in response to this crisis, including, most receamtly, resolution

678 (1990), which authorizes the international community to use all necessary means
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tec effect Iraq's withdrawal from Kuwait. My Government supports this resolution,
but not from amy bellicose impulse; Japan has no desire to see a war waged against
Irag, a country with which until receantly it enjoyed very friendly relations.
Rather, it does so in the profound hope that the resolution will convince Iraq that
it has no recourse but to heced the voice of the international commurity.

Japan insists that every effort should be made to settle conflicts pezacefully,
and it thus heartily welcomes the dialogue between the United States and Irag. My
Government urges Iraq's leaders to recognize that they now have what may bde the
final opportunity to prevent a conflagration which would have disastrous

consequences not only for Iraq but for the eantire region.
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For its part, Japan is contributing to international efforts for the
restoration of peace and stability in the Gulf regionm by providing transport, &
medical team, othor materials and equipment, as wall as financial support, to the
multilateral forcos in the Gulf and also by extonding economic support to those
States in the region that have been severely affected. Deseply concerned about the
many refugees that this conflict has gemerated, Japan is providing them with
material assistance as well as aircraft to assist in their repatriation.

Jezpea welcomes the Iragi announcement to release ail hostages and allow them
te leave the country as they wish. Japan had rcosatedly expressed its particular
concern over the plight of the many foreign nationals detained in Irag, especially
those used as so-called human shields who once included more than 100 Japanesge
nationals. The Iragli leaders should be awa.e that those who have been heid hostage
were good friends of Irag with business, cultural, political or economies ties to
the Iraqi Government and people.

The year 1990, encouraging as it has been elsewhere in the world, has also
been disappointing in that we are once again obliged to take up the guestion of
Palestine, an issue of peremniai concern. Unfortunately, as I noted in my
statement on this question last month, little significant progress towards a
solution has been made since the ground-breaking meoting cf the Palestine Matiomal
Council in 1988, when the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) indicated its
acceptance of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) 2nd 338 (1973), its
recognition of Israel's right to exist, and itgz renunciation of all forms of
terrcrism. This year, however, dislogue between the United States and the PLO came
to an abrupt end and no progress was made towards a dialogue betwoen Isrszel and the
Palestinian people. Japan hopes thic gsericus efforts will be resumed by all the

parties concerned to initiate, as & first step towards a comprehensive settlement,
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a daialogue betwean Israsl and the Palestinians. The Government of Japan joins
other Member States that support and eacoursge such efforts. At the same time, my
Government believes that couvening an internaticnal confereace on this issue would
hslp promote negotiations for pesce.

Last year, following the TaiZ accord, the Labaneso Parliament elected
Mr. Elias Hrawi as President of the Republic, dsmonmstrating that the paoople of
Lebanon are committed to working together to restore peace and democracy toe their
country. Since then, however, the national reconciliation proces: has not
proceeded as smoothly as we had expected. Japan once again appeals to &ll sectors
of the population as well as to foreignm couatries concerned to support
President Hrawi so that the unity, independence and sovereignty of Lebanon nay be
restored.

The situation in southern Lebanon concinues to be volatile. It is imperative
that we pursue more vigorously the implementation of Security Council resolution
425 (1978). which cal’a for the withdrawal of Israeli troops from Lebsnese
territory, the restoration of ianternational peace and security and the
re-establishment of the Lebanose Government's effective authority in the area.

Lastly, I should like to cumment cn the situstion between Iran and Irag.
Although the issue has been overshzdowsd by recent events in the Gulf, my
Government welcomes the steady implementation of Sscurity Coumcil resclution
598 (1987). Japan is plessed to note that, while Iram is implementing that
resolution, Ireérn is also committing itself to observing Security Council
resolutions relevant to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, including calls for
comprehensive econowsic sanctions.

In this discussion of some of ths myriad problems of the Middle East region, I
do uot mean to imply that efforts to f£ind peaceful solutions tc the conflicts are

not being made. I note and deeply appreciats the dedication with which the United
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Nations, tne Loagus of Arad States 29d a number of kay United Mations Mamber
Stetes, as well as the parties directly involved, are striving to bring pesce and
stability to the region. Moreover., the series of resolutions which members of the
Security Council adopted, eitner unanimcusiy or by an overwkalming majority, in
regponse to the Iraqi invazion of Ruwait, as well as to Israsl's use of force in
the occupied territories, is indeed an encouraging manifestation of the ers of .
co-operation that is dsveloping in the global political srema. This unprecedented’
spirit of co-operation bodes well for the onhanced role of the United Naticns in
international affairs. Although the situation in the Middle Rast is discouraging,
the new era of internmaticnal scoliderity gives us cause for optimism. Let us all
redouble our efforts to ensuré that the countriss and the peoples of the Middie
East likewise reap tke benefits of the more peaceful and stable order that is
evolving in other regions of the world.

Mr. AL-WI'MAH (Gatar) (interpretation from Arabic): Once again the
Asscmbly meats to dsbats the situstion in the Middle Zast. It does so this year in
en atmosphers of increased tension in the region at a level such that the obstacloes
that are before our region would appear insurmountabls. It would sesd that tchers
is no solution that would promise any improvement in the situagaon. Mone the lase,
in today's worlid therc is cause for hope, which mey he only a glimmer. It seems
that the Middle East is & region destined to blocdy conflict, failures and futile
endeavours. Our regiom has suffered & setback beczuse of the ambitions of the

State of Israel, which refused to romedy ths situztion or seek a sclution.
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That entity has persistod for far too long in its systematic and progresyive
designs. It has failed to heed anyone and turned its back on everyona. It claims
it is complying with the international wijil while at the same time it goes on
imposing one fait accompli after another. Following on the heels of its occupation
of the Arad territories, it proceeded to annex those territories. It annezed the
Arsb city of Al-Quds, the Golar Hoights and parta of southern Lebacon. On the West
Bank, it unscrupulously built a series of settlements without any hesitation.

It continues its plan of expsnsion relsentlessly using for this purpose all
formy of force, coercion &nd brutality. It practices oppression and violence
against the Palestinian people, thus wreaking haovoc. It lends a deaf ear to the
international community and will listen neither to advice nor to the voice of
reasun.

Given such an attituds, the Palestinian people has, like other Arab States,
appealed to the interxnational comaunity. It has promoted justice and fairnass and
has called for security and peace in the region. The General Assembly and the
Security Council have adopted a series of resolutions to ensure the rule of law and
the obzervance of the dictates of legality in dealing with the Palestinian people -
a people that has bsen the victim of the Israeli policy, which has practiced
tyranay and has realiszad its ambition for expansion.

The rights of the Palestinian paople are natural and inalienable. Foremost
among those rights is the right of roturn, which has bean reaffirmed for a long
time by this Assembly in numerous resolutions that are known to all, The rights of
the Palestiaian people have been trampled under foot, but they are kept alive in
the conscience of mankind and in the determinationm of the Palestinian people io

regain them.
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The Palastinian people has the inherent right of self-determination, the right
to independence and ths right to national sovereignty in Palestine. This canm only
be accomplished through Israel's withdrawal £roi. the territories it occupied by
force, in violation of the principles of the Charter and of the resolutions of the
United Natiors. In spite of the recognition by the international community, all
these rights of the Palestinian pesople and in spite of all the concessions mads by
the Palestinian side, in the hope that the international community would help it to
find a reasonable sclution, Israel has not been satisfied. The Palestinian people
has accepted resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) of the Security Council. It
accepted the existence of two States in Palestins. But all of these concessions
were not encugh for Israel. Thus Israel persisted in its delaying and deceptive
tactics by placing obst?eles in the way of attempts to arrive at a peaceful
settlement.

Am I not right to wonder how long we will accept this situation? Are we
doomed to accept such misfortune in this day and age? Is it mot enough that the
Palestinian people has sacrificed sc many human lives? Are we not a people that
havs contributed throughout history to civilisation? I am indeed perplexed.

Israel is taking advantage of the current events in the Gulf. Ara we to
confine curselves to contemplating the clouds on the horison? An Arabic brother -
of whom we were proud, a country ia which we placed all hopes for making Isarael
redress its mistakes - that brother turned against a smaller and younger brother.
WNe ask Irag to comply with the resolutions of the Security Council and to commit
itself to that compliance. If it does so, it will agair be able to contribute to

the Arsb nation and that contribution will be added to its earlier contributions.
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We will then be abie to thank it for having helpad heal our wounds. Thus in spite
of all our tribulations we will become united, undivided and whole again.

One must question Israel's intentions. We see it annexing Al-Quds and the
Syrian Golan Heights. It insists on calling the West Bank Judea and Samaria. It
establishes lsrazeli settlements by the hundreds. New Jewish immigrants are settled
there in defiance of the international will, which is reflected in the numerous
resolutions adopted by the United Nations. Those resolutions shed a revsaling
light on the depths of the Israeli-Arab conflict and the rights of the Palestinian
and Aradb peoples.

There is one fact that camnnot be denied: until israel withdraws from
Palestinian, Lebanese and Syrian territories occupied since 1967, it will be
impossible for peacs to prevail in the Middle East. If Isrsel does not recognise
the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. including its right of
self-determiration, and the right tc establish its owa indspendent State on its

territory all attempts at a settlement in the Middle East will fail.w

* Mr. Flemming (Saint Lucia), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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As long as it does not recognise the Palestinians as a people with the right
to their land, there will be no acceptable solution. Throughout the past years, we
have witnessed an incresase in Ierseli ambitions. Those ambitions not only involve
Palestinian lands. A large parxt of Lebanon has also been occupied under false
pretexts, which only served as a guise for Israzl‘’s true intentions, to control the
water resources of southern Lebanon. The Sscurity Council asked Israel to withdraw
from the occupied territories in southern Lebanon, but Israsl coatinues its
occupation. Lebanon, which has been shaken by internal conflict, wishes only to
live in peace and tranquility.

The Iasraeli cccupation of that southera territory has further worsened the
destruction of the economic and social structure of Lebanon. There is no sign
today that Israel really wishes to withdraw from the occupled L@banose territory in
accordance with the resolutions of tho Security Council. Tho efforts of the Arasb
Etates have combined to try to rescue that country from its tribulations. Thus, we
adopted the Taif Agreement last year to put sa end to the disastrous suffering of
that country. The principles agreed upon at Taif were but a bsginning for a series
of events that have followed. We hope that this will help put an end to the plight
of Lebanon. |

My delegation, in ehis respect, pays tribute to the efforts made by the new
Government to unify the countzy and to reconstruct the new Labavon. We also
support the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) which is trying to
have Israel end its non-compliance with all the resolutions of the Security
Council. Lebanon's determination over ths years makes us proud of Lebanon, which,
in spite of all hardships, somehow, as if by magic, manages to survive. The hand
of Lebanon is indeed & magic'hand. It gives us cause for hope and also shows that

Lebanon has always had a humanitarian spirit. This was showa in the alphabet given
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us by Lebanon, which will remain eternel. We should draw upon the weslth of
Lebanese wisdom. The Lebanese efforts must bear fruit. Lebanon has brought
civiliszation to all of us and it is up to us to draw from it. May Cod presarve
Lebanon.

It is 2 country which constitutes a treasure that is rich in moral values,
values of truth and beauty. Lebanon will be restored in a framework of
understanding and fraternity, which will reconstruct all that was destroyed, so
that Lebanon can continue om its chosen path, to accomplish works of the spirit and
of art. What Lebanon has already accomplished will remain eternal. Beauty will be
further embellished and become purer yet and mere subtle.

We will witnoss a world of security, of peace 'nd of tolsrance. The evil in
Arab land bacause of the expulsion of Palestiniana, because of tua suffering of the
Palestinian psople under oppression, that evil has been increased since Isreel's
occupation of the Golan. That is why we demand today that Israel withdraw from the
Syrian Arab Golan because by its continued occupation of the Golan and of all the
other Arab territories, the region's peace and stability will remain at risk,

We support the work éf the disengagoment forces established by the United
Nations until Israel's withdrawal from the Golan and all other occupied Arab
territories. This will meke it possible to achieve a just and peaceful settlement
to the Middle EBast conflict. We also appeal to the countries and the international
organizations concernad to spare no cffort towards that end. We hope that their
efforts will be successful and that the region will experience peace and security,
and that its irhabitants can live ia tranquillity free of any threat.

The elements of a just and equitable solution to the questior of the Middle
East are available. We must make use of the climate of urderstanding prevailing in

internationzl relations. Israel must give up its designs a2rd expansionist
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pProjects. This can only he done through its withdrawai from the Gelan and from all
occupied territories. Israel must ead its brutality sgainst those who resist its
illegal occupation. Israel knows full well that it is the only entity which is
chstructing peace and a settlement. A just settlement also requires the convening
of an international peace conference on the Middle East aad a combining of
international efforts so that the pecples of the region can live in security.
Israel’s aggression and the fact that it has been inflicting suffering and
tribulation on ous brethrem in occupied Palestine makes their 1ife a bittrer one,
indeed, a difficult ons. There is more suffering day by day and distressing
hardship. 1In the midst of all this they struggle valiantly and the fiame of the
intifadah buras brighter from cne day to the next.

This is true in spite of all the daily suffering in Palestine. This being the
case, should we not encourage this international Organization to be evsr more
watchful in respect of this situation which clouds the region? The people of
Palestine must, after all its suffering, bs able to live in peace. It is high time

it aia.
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Mr. MOUSSA (Egypt): Tho Middle East is the cradle of the major
civilisations of the world. For one reason or anocther, those civilisations share
parts of their history with that of our region. Their cultures have, directly or
indirectly, been influenced by'tha diverse cultural heritage of the region - the
birthplace of Judaism, Christianity and Islam - and the rich source of invaluadle
contributions to the development of the arts and sciences.

Today the Middle East remains the focal point of the world. Regrettably, the
focus on the resgion recently has not bsen, as in the past, a result of its genius
and unique role in our mutual endeavours for the bettermeut of mankind. Oxn the
contrary, it is the focus today because of the threats posed to the contemporary
world order by events in the region as tensions heighten and problems become more
intransigent - the developments in Lebanon being the sole positive element.

Ironically, thia change comes at a time when the world is moving from
confrontation to dialogue, from totalitarianism to democracy, where the rule of law
and respect for human rights and libertiss should reign supreme.

The cradle of civilisation is being violently shaken, to its very foundations,
in total disharmony with its surroundings. The Middle East not only has beccme an
anomaly in today's world, but is in such a tenuous state that it threatens to
disintegrate and adversely affact the ererging world order,

This unnatural circumstance, these precarious devslopments are the c;naeguence
of the tensions that have prevailed in the area for over 40 years as the
Arab-Israeli conflict has gone from one violent armed conflict to another, sach one
containing additional elements of division that have widened the scope of tha
problem. Initiall} a conflict over the quest for nationhood in the land of

Palestine, its dimensions have been enlarged to include expansionist designs as
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Israel continuss to occupy Palestinian, Syrian, Jordanian and, finally, Lebanese
territories, as well as to disregard blatantly the basic human rights of the people
under its occupation, particularly those of the Palestinian people.

The resolution of the Arab-Israsli conflict must be basad on the rule of law
and compatible with the widespresd consensus of the intarmational conmunicy.
Consequently, its resolution through a negotiating process sncompassing all the
concerned parties should lead to the full implementation of Security Courcil
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), fulfilment of the national rights of thé
Palestinian people and egual security for all States, including Israel, and for all
pesople, including the Paleatinisns.

The United Nations has an invalusble role to play in this zegard, and an
international peace coafereaca, under the auspices of the United Waticms, should be
coavened to address the problem on the basis of Security Council resolutions
242 (1967) 2nd 338 (1973) and the exercise by the Palestinian people of the rights
enshrined in the Charter - first and foremost the right to self-determination.

The Arab-Israseli conflict - the core problem in the Middle East - has festered
over the years. fueling temsions and hatred among tha psoples of the region.
Recently those tensions and problems have been exacerbated by the Iragi imnvasion of
Kuwait. This blatant violation of all the norms of internationsl law - in
particular, the principle»s of the Charter of the United ﬂaeiona - has brought the
region to the brink of catastrophe.

The international community has responded to this aggression with resclve and
determination through a series of Security Council resclutions affirming that this
situation must be redressed urgently in accordance with internaticnal law and
legitimacy through, firat, the immediate and unconditicnal withdrawal from Kuwait;

secondly, the restoration of the legitimate Government of Kuwait; and, thirdly, the
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resolution of any disputes or claims bstwsen the two States, Irag and Kuwait,
through negotiations.

Furthermore, the international community, in its quest for a peaceful solution
to this most recent crisis, has undarlined that Irag bears full responsibility for
its actions and that the world is determined to uphold the rule of law if the body
of resolutions adopted by the Security Council is not fully complied with,

Egypt fully supports the resolutions of the Security Coumcil in this regard as
well as the developments since the adoption of Security Council resolutien
678 (1990). Hopefully, they will lead to the peaceful resolution of the crisis and
the restoration of law and order in the Gulf region.

It has beea argued - fallaciously - that the resolution of these two acute
ccises should be linked. Egypt would like to Place on record its total rejection
of this line of thought. Can the occdpation of Kuwait be justified by Israel's
occupation of other Aradb territories? Are the basic righte of the Kuwaiti people
any less inalienable because those of the Palestinian people have bsen usurped by
Israel? Did Irag invade Kuwait to liberate Palestine? If s0, its army must have
lost its bearings. If anything, the Iraql invasion distracted the world's
attention from the Palestinian struggle for seif-determination at a crucial
juncture, when the entire international community was asking Israel to arrive at a
historic reconciliation with the Palestinian people. No link exists between these
two issues. Each of them should be addressed and resolved on its own merits - and
soon.

In conclusion, I should like to reiterate that Egypt has followed with grave
concern the introduction of weapons of mass destructiom in the Middle EBast in
recent years. The omincus implications of this development should not be

underestimated.
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President Mubarak in April of this year suggested that the Statez of ths
region should dsclare it a zone fres from weapons of mass destruction, with
reciprocal commitments and effective verification measures. It is our firm
position that the question of weapona of mass destruction is easentially 2 regional
concern which should sntail obligations for all States of the region, without
exception, that possess nuclear, chemical or any other kind of lethal weapons. We
intend to pursus this issue at an appropriate time in the forums in which the
security concerns of the States of the region, as well as international peace and
security, can be most effectively dealt with.

Let me emphasise in this regard that nc State in the Middle Ezat will find
security in arms. No State will find its own fulfilment at the expsnse of that of
others. The States and pecple of the region - including Israelis and
Palestinians - should once and for all faithfully commit themselves to peaceful
cosexistence as equals.

True security in the Middle Bast will be achieved only when the States of tne
region scrupulously abide by the norms of international law and pursue their
relations in a manner consistent with the principles and purposes of the Charter of
the United Nations. The role of the United Nations is paramcunt ia psace-keeping
and in peace-making ir regard both to the Iragi-Kuwaiti problem and to the
Israeli-Palestinian question.

What is requirad for the establishment of a just peace is sound co-operation,
not simply coexistence, 30 that the psople of the area will be sble to enjoy the

fruits of development and prosperity.
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Mr. MAVROMMATIS (Cyprus): The situation in the Middle East unfortunately
remains one of the major problems defying the peace epidemic that the wind of
change, conciliation and non-confrontatioa has been spreading throughout the
world. It has remained frustratingly unaffscted by the lessening of international
tensions and continues to pose a direct threat to international peace and security.

No matter how one may choose to view the gituation, the fact remains that the
core of the Middle East problem and the Arab-Israeli conflict is the question of
Palestine, a grievous issus that permeates the entire political spsctrum of the
Middle East and will continue to deo 3o for as long as it remains unrssclved.
Characteristically, even in the case of the Gulf crisis, which is a most serious
problem in itself, attempts have been mads by Irag to relate the two problems to
the withdrawal of Iragi forces from Kuwait - a demand made unanimously by the
entire world community, as the relevant Security Council resolutions show.

Cyprus, because of its friendly relations with all the parties suffering as a
result of the continuation of the crisis, and because of its traditions and
proximity to and deep concern for the security of the regioan and of mankind,
follows with special interest and particular preoccupation the continuing drama in
our area, always aware of the common destiny that binds us to our neighbours.

We would like to take this opportunity to reiterate once again our deep
concern not only at the lack of progresz towards a solution, but also at the fact -
vhich is even more disturbing - that if anything the situation is worsening. The
Israeli practices in the occupied Arab territories and the, to say the ieast, harsh
measures of the Israeli authorities against the hercic jntifadah of the Palestinian

people are further aggravating the situation.
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It is indeed regrettable that, after so meny decades during which this body
has been seized of the situation and despite the numerous resolutions adopted, it
has not been possible to deal with the root causes of the problem that has been
causing such human suffering. Furthsrmors, our failure toc achieve a comprehenaive
solution to the Middle East problem poses & real threat to the antirs world, in
view of the high political and economic stakes involvead. Behaving like ostriches
and bvrying our heads in the sand will not make the problem g5 away; it is there
and awaits positive and concrete action to resolve it.

We do not have to look very far for the fundamental slements for the
resolution of the problem. This body has repestedly dealt with the issue and has
quite clearly indicated through its relevant resolutions all the elemsnts that are
essential if any just and viable solution is to be achievead.

On the core issue of the Palestinian gquestion, it is essential for the Israeli
troops to withdraw from all occupied territories, to respect the inalienable right
of the Palestinian people to return to their homes and lands..and to recognise
fully their right to self-determination, including the right to form their own
State. Furthermore, in connection with the need for a just solution, I wish to
reiterate my country's support for resolution 44/42, which, inter alia, calls for
the conv-ning of an international peace conference on the Middle East, under the
auspice:s of the United Nations and with the participation of all the parties to the
conflict, including the Palestine Liberaticn Organization, on an.equal footing, and
the five permanent members of the Security Council. We alsgo find ourselves in full
agreement with the principles for the achievement of comprehensive peace enurciated
in paragsaph 3 of resolution 45/68, adopte: last Thursday by the Gereral Asazembly.

In this connection, I should like to highlight the following three essential

points from resolution 45/68: the withdrawal of Isrzel from the Palestinian
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territory occupied since 1967, inciudiag Jerusalem, and from the qthor occupied
Arab territories; the guarantse of arrangemsnts for the security of sll States in
the region, including thosze named in resolution 181 (II) of 29 Novembder 1947,
within secure and internaticaslly recognized boundaries; and the dismantling of the
Israeli settlements in the territories occupisd since 1967.

Finally, on the Palestinian guestion, we wish to reiterate cur support for
Security cbuncin resolution 672 (1990), ir which the Council expressad its alarm at
the violence that took place oa 8 October in Jezusalem and led to numercus
Palestinian deaths ard injuries.

Although at the beginning of my statemsnt I stresczed that the Palestinian
question is the core of the Middle EZast problem, that dces not mosn that the
problem‘s other facets are not as pressing and sericus. The situation - or, more
accurately, the tragedy - in Lesbanon is itself anothar offshoot of the Middle East
problem. Lebanon's just struggle for the preservation of its sovereignty,
independence, territorial 1ntcgr1ty and unity is very close and desr to the hearts
of our peopla, and the immediate restoration of that country's rights is strongly
supported by the Government of Cyprug. Cyprus, throughout the crisis in Lebanon,
has opened its doors to and assisted all Lebauese to the best of its abilities.

The queation of the Istaoll'accupntion of and practices in aouthera Lebanon
should also be addressed by giving effect to the will of the iaternational
community as expressed in Security Council resolutionms, iacluding resoluticne
425 (1978), 508 (1982) and 509 (1982), which call for ths full and unconditional
withdrawal of Israel from Lebanese territory and ask that the United Mations
Interim Porce in Lebanon be enabled to cairy out in Zull the task entrusted to it
by deploying up to the internationally recognised boundaries, ensuring poace and
security and assisting the Goverament of Lebanon to extend ite suthority and

sovereignty over all of its terricory.
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We have beon greatly sncouraged by recent asveats in Lebanor, which have
permitted tho legitimate Governmwent to extend and assert its authority and to
dismantle barriers in Bei:sut, as we hope it will be able to do very soon all over
Lebanon. We rejoice with the Lsbansse¢ and wich the Government of President Earawi
every succass, in the full knowledge that our Lsebanese brethren, so well knowa for
their ability, creativity and progressive spirit, will soon repair the ruins and
bring back the Lebanon we all know and loved.

Wa have stressed time and again that we consider the annexation of foreign
lands unacceptable and inadmissible. The relevant United Fatioas resolutions in
this regard demanding the withdrawal of Isrssl from all territories acguired by
force siance 1967 must be implementad if a just and psaceful solutior to the prebisnm
is to be found. Consequently, the occupation of the '3zt Bank, Lhe Gaza Strip,
Arab Jerusalem, parts of Lebanon and the Golan Heights - an inseparable part of
Syria, a country with which we have the best of relaticas and whose role in the
quest for a solution to tho Middle East prodlem is singularly importent - must be
terminated and the policy of land usurpation must at lorng last come to an end,

We have always subscribed to the principle that the right of all States in the
region, including Israsi, tec live in peace within secure and internationally
recognized boundaries should be safeguarded and that the intermationsi community
cannot and must nct compromise its principles in cases of falts accomplis,
aggression and occupation. It must finally be understood and appreciated that
security cannot depend on force, repression, domination or occupatior. It should
be realized by now that recourse to violence is not an option and that the only
viable altermative for the survival of mankind is geod-peighbourliness, the
peaceé;l settlement of disputes and, as in the case of the Gulf crisis, of

implementation of mandatory United Nations resoluticns and decisione.
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Mr. SARDENBERG (Brasil): Once again the Stataes Merbers of the United
Nations must assemble in this Hall to consider the situation in the Middle East,
which remains the single most intractable sourcs of conflict ia the contemporary
world. At a time when rivairies znd long-standing ideological confrontation are
being swept from the international scene, possibly heralding a new age, the Middle
East remains a challenge to the ability of the international community to settle
international conflicts in a just manner. Indeed, it would be hard to conceive of
a new international order of peace and security for all without a just and
effective solution to the situation in the Middle East.

The Secretary-General in his raport on the subject stated:

“the Middle East as a whole continues to be the most explosive region in the

world today. Long-standing grievances, which have festered for ysars, have

been aggravated by an escalating arms race throughout the area, which has

spawned a deadly arsenal of weapons of mass destruction.® (37457726, para, 29)

Brazil remains convinced that no solution to the situation in the Middle East
is possible if the various aspects of the Arab-Iaraeli conflict, the heart of which
is the question of Palestine, are not effectively addressed, on a priority basis.
Since the outbreak in December 1987 of the Palestimian intifadah, we have had
proof, if any were needed, that the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian Arabs
to self-determination and nationhood cannot be quelled.

The continued policy of repression pursued by Israel in the occupied
Palestinian and other Arab territories is doomed to failure, for it rums counter to
Israel’'s avowed objective of maintaining law and order and the security of the
State of Israel itself. Other paths leading to a peaceful solution to the present
crisis will have to be taken.

It is the view of the Goveramment of Braail that only a peaceful, just and

lastine settlement of the question of Palestine can offer hope for resatoring peace
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and stability to the region as a whole. That settlement should be sought on the
basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and of the
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations. First and foremost this would
mean the withdrawal of Israeli forces from all Palestinian and other Arab
territories occupied since 1967.‘as well as recognition of the right of all States
in the region, including Israel, to exist within intermationally recognized
boundaries.

Secondly, Brazil is of the view that negotiations would have to be undertaken
that would permit the convening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle
East under the auspices of the United Nations, with the participation of all the
parties involved, including the Palestine Liberation Organization, on an equal
footing, with a view to reaching a permanent settlement.

There is no more pressing task at hand than that of creating the political
conditions for such a psaceful settlement to materialize. As u first step, it is
incumbent upon the international community to take urgent steps to ensure the
safety of the Palestinian population in the cccupied territories and the effective
enjoyment of their inalienable human rights.

In this regerd it bears repeating that Israel, as the occupying Power, must
accept the de jure applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War to the Palestinian and other Arab
territories occupied since 1967. New proposals have come to light whose
implementation could help to alleviate the plight of the Palestinian people.
Whatever means are ultimately found, Brazil believes that they must be seen as a
positive but temporary measure to be put in place pending the kind of just and
lasting solution the question of Palestine requires.

Seldom in the history of the United Nations has a regional crisis commanded

such prolonged and concentrated attention as the current situation in the region
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of the Gulf. Since the adoption of Security Council resolution 660 (1990) on
2 August last, the eyes of the world have turned not only to the region itself but
to the Organization, in anxious expectation of each new decision taken by the
United Nations in response to the unfolding crisis.

The Government of Brazil is guided in its foreign relations by the purposes
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and consequently condemns the
use of force as a means for the solution of international controversies. It has
unequivocally repudiated the invasion and continued occupation of Kuwait and lent
its full support to the resolutions adopted by the Security Council. It is of
paramount importance that the international community make it known that it is
united in its goal of ensuring that those resolutions are fully complied with.

In that regard Brasil favours the peaceful gsettlement of disputes and
considers that force may only bes used strictly within the confines of the relevant
provisions of the Charter - that iz, if and when all diplomatic options have been
Quly explored and peaceful remedies sxhausted.

Brasil deems it necessary that all diplomatic means be actively pursued with a
view to securing a peaceful solution. My Government is ready to lend its support
to efforts to achieve that end. Notwithstanding other options that might be
available, it would be worth while now to consider bolstering the
Secretary-General's role in the promotion of a peaceful solution, in accordance
with the relevant resolutions of the Security Council.

The Brazilian Governmeat has strictly complied with all the relevant Security
Council resolutions and has collaborated fully with the Security Council Committee
established by resolution 661 (1990) to monitor compliance with the zanctions.
Brazil has incurred considerable economic losses as a result not only of the higher

prices of imported 0il but also of the interruption of trade and the suspension of
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payments-in-arrears owed to Brazil., Needleas to say, the losses that have bsen
incurred hava been compounded by the fact that they represant an obstacle to the
implementation of the economic adjustment programme recently adopted by Brazil,

A word must be said concerning the continuing tragedy of Lebanon, a nation to
which Brazil is linked by strong ties of £riendship. It is to be hoped that recent
events hold out the promise of a solutioa to the conflict in Lebanon and of zn end
to foraign intervention and to the long suffering of the Lebanese people. The
restoration of the sovereignty, indepeandencs, unity and territorial integrity of
Lebanon in the context of a process of wnational reconciliation is an objective that

might now realistically be pursued. Peace in Lebanox could indeed be withir reach.
| Allow me to conclude by recalling the commitment of Brazil to the United
Nations as the principal international mechanism for the settlement of disputes on
the basis of justice and equity. The capacity of the United Nations to act as a
centre for agreoment and decision on matters of global importance will be put to
the test again and again in the coming years, as it has been in regard to the
tragic conflicts in the Middle East that have involved the Organization aimost
since its inception.

The General Assembly has a very important and even crucial role to play in
this respect as a forum where the views and concerans of the membership at large are
expressed in a democratic manner. It is time for dlalogue and negotiation to
pravail aﬂd for the parties concerned to acknowledge that now, more than ever

before, the credibility of their avowed commitment to peace is at stake.



“AR/fc A/45/BV. 62
71

Mr. KUKAN (Czechoslovakia): A disturbing, even volatile, situation has
persisted in the Middie East for decades. The existence of a series of
long-unresolved disputes has led to deep instability in the whole region and has
increased the tendency to seek solutions based on force. We must state openly that
developments in that part of the world are obviously in contradiction with tha
current positive trends in international relations and are a source of concern and
disappointment to us. .

Hopefully, there is a general understanding that there can be no alleviation
of the Middle East situation unless the Arab-Israeli dispute is settled and the
Palestinian question resolved once and for all. It is precisely in this spheze
that it is obvious that no progress has besn made.

Even worse, discussions during ths current session of the General Assembly on
items relating to the situationm in the Middle East, in particular the question of
Palestine, have so far revealed such a divargsnce of views betwesen the parties most
conceraed - Israel, the Arab countries and the Palestinians - that no soluticn is
in sight. Without sufficient political good will on the part of the parties most
involved in the conflict it will not be possible to find a way out of this blind
alley,

That is why we should like to make an urgent appeal from this rostrum, to
those parties to show the resolve to overcome dissgreements and mutual mistrust,
with a view to reaching a historic compremise., Each side must start to express an
understanding of the natural and legitimate concerns of the other.

Israel has an indisputsble right to peaceful existence within internationally
recognized and fully guaranteed boundaries. In our opinion, respect for this right
is one of the basic prerequisites for a settlement in the Middle Bast. From that

point of view, it is encouraging that the Palestine National Council, in 1988,
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accepted Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and that the
Palestine Libaeration Orgsnization (PLO) remourced terrerism. It is desirable
that this gesture be fully translated into everyday practice, It would undoubtsdly
be helpful if the PLO were to make & real effort to stop the uss of force against
Jews in Israel, in the occupied territories and elsewhore ir the world. Even at
this session of tha General Assembly we have heard some Arab countries refer to
Israel as the "Zionist entity". That does not indicate any kind of recognition of
Israel’'s existence as a State.

Iszael's proposal to hold slections in the occupied territeries was a step in
the right directien. It could be aa important step in the paace procese, provided
that the elections wera part of a comprehensive settlement procesg. that the arsas
in which they were held included East Jerusalem, and thet there were appropriate
guarantees of freedom.

Recognition of the legitimats right of the Palestiniana to zelf-dstermination,
with 211 that this implies, is 28 much a basic condition for a Middle East
settlement as is recognition of the right of all States in the ares, including
Isxael, to exist.

Much as we appreciate Israsel's proposal that elections bs held in the occupied
territories, we should like to see a change in its position on the inclusion of the
PLO in peace talks. Without the PLO, which has great influence among the
Palegtiniana, it will not be possidle to achieve a solution to the Palestinjan
problem,

The breaking of the vicious circle of violence in the Middle East is a task
whick must be undertaken seriocusly and which, if accomplished, will lead to the
elimination of mutual mistrust. In this context, the bloody events that tcok place

in Jerusalem on 8 October 1990 were very unfortunate. During the Special Political
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Committee's consideration of agenda item 75 - Report of the Spacial Committes to
Invastigate Israeli Practices in tha Occupied Territories - the representative of
Csechoslovakia, through a statement by the spokesman of its Federal Ministry of
Foreign Affairs protested against the brutal action of the Israeli
order-enforcement troops who bear moral responsibility for the loss of life
among Palestinians. We fully endorse Security Council resolutions 672 (1990) and
673 (1990) cn this issue.

In my country's view, a peaceful settlement in the Middle East sheuld be
achisved through the comvening, at an apéroptiate time, of an international peace
conference under United Nations auspices. However, we would not hcaitate to
support any other coastructive proposals conducive to a settlement thaat wruld be
accaptable to all the parties concerned with the Middle East crisis.

HWe welcome the latest development in Lebanon, which gives us hope that a
solution will be found to the long-drawm-out conflict in that country.

The crisis in the Persian Gulf has had an extremely noegativs effect on the
situation in the Middle Ezat. The davelopment of events in the coantext of Irag's
aggreasion against a‘sovereign and independent neighbouring State has demonstrated
how fragile, in that part of the world, is the borderline betwsen peace znd war.
At the same time, an unprecedentsd arssmal cf wespons is concentrated in the area.
The Czech and Slovak Fadsral Republic resclutely supports the Security Council's
decisions, including its last resclution - 678 (1990) - aimed at solving the crisis
in the Persian Gulf. The aggressor must not win the race agaiast tima, Iﬁe
aggressor must end its illagal occupation of Kuwait. That is the only scceptable
course,

Like other hotbeds of temsion in the werld, the situation in the Middle Bast

was influenced by the celd war. Pursuit of the objectives of power politics by
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stirring up hostility and malice where thers were regional conflicts led to death
and to hardship and suffering among innocent people. We believe that such
behaviour should now be & thiag of the past

The approach of the former Czechoslovak régime - the totalitarian régime - to
regional conflicts, including the one in the Middlie East, was stigmatized by
cold-war-mongering and one-sidednass. All of this ran counter to the genuine
intorests of the Czech and Slovak people. But we too bear part of the blame. That
is exactly why we offer our country as the venue for negotiations about regioaal
conflicts. President Vaclav Havel, in his talks with Mr. Yasser Arafat and with
the Israeli leaders during his visit to Israel, expressed the readiness of the
Czech and Slovak Pedsral Republic to provide facilities for Palestinian-Israeli
dialogue.

We think that the entire international community, and this Organization in
particular, has a moral duty to push seriously for a radical breakthrough towards
peace in the Middle East. This should be reflected in well-balanced and realistic
language in resolutions and other documents and ia their coatent. This is the

direction in which we in the United Nations should procaed.
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Mr. ZAKARI (Nigeria): Last year when the Nigerian delegation
participated in the debate on the agenda item now before the Assembly it was with
great disillusioament but alsoc with heightened hopes and expectations. Our
disillusionment at that time derived from the painful reminders of missed
opportunities, failures of political will, and past policies. It is depressing
that this year again we continue to grapple with the full impact of the cycle of
protest and viclence, deprivation, fear, hatred, mistrust and doath.

Yet this year, like last year - and perhaps even more thzn iast year - we see
an extraordinary conjunction of factors and events that could make a settiement
possible in the Middle East. The outlines of a new world order marked by true
interdependence and co-operation are slowly emerging. Swords are being turned into
ploughshares, as yesterday's enemies have bscome friends and collaborators. The
Middle East should not be immune from the prespects of a psaceful resolution of
regional conflicts. Therefore, as cur world grapples with a transformation of
major proportions on our planet, opportunities now present themselves for moving
the Arab-Israeli conflict to the stage of resolution and thus for rescuing and
rekindling peace and stability in the Middle East region - something for which we
have long hoped.

Other represeantatives before me have referred to these unique opportunities.
But they have also spoken of the litany of broken promises and of the regrettable
recoiling from a major decision to confront the problem in the region. The
Nigerian delegation joins them in reminding the Assembly of the consequences for
the emerging world order of the blatant and continued thwarting of the will of the
international community, as expressed in the numerous resolutions of this body, by
-ene of the principal parties to the Arab-Isrseli conflict,

The debate earlier on the question of Palestine once again unmasked the

prevalence of man‘s base instincts in the Middle East: the mindless violence and
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the loss of many lives, the deprivation, torture and collective punishment, and the
desecration of holy places - the principal victims being hapless, innocent
Palestinians., This has taken place in contamptuous disregard of the decisions of
the Assembly as well as the relevant resolutions of the Security Council. Thus the
time-tested principles of the Charter of the Organiszation, which haves bsen a beacon
of hope to many subject peoples and a source of solace to small States, have all
been treated with disdain by a Member of the Assembly.

We do not accept that the Palestinian people are less deserving of the
protection and the high moral values of this Organization. And we are gravely
concerned at the cynical application of a diffarent scale of values to their plight
by Israel and its supporters. Indeed, the Nigerian delegation has been lef: to
wonder what the reaction would be, what solutions would be canvassed and supported,
were the scales to be reversed? My delegation considers the persistence of this
pattern of behaviour to be most unhelpful to the search for a ilasting and just
settiement of the Middle Eastern conflict.

The foregoing provides a useful backdrop to my delegation‘'s appreciation of
the reports of the Secretary-Gemeral in documeats A/45/595,‘AI45/709 and As/45/726.
Those reports underscore the current stumbling-blocks to a settlement bu: also
point to the opportunities for a lasting peace. The problems continue to centre on
Israeli non-recognition of the Palestinians® right to self-determination and the
exercise of that right, as for all peoples, in a clearly defined State of their
own. Israel's non-acceptance of a two-State solution bassd on General Assembly
resolution 181 (II) of 1947 and Security Council resolutions‘242 (1967) and
338 (1973), and its lack of genuine commitment to respect, in word and in deed,
international law and coanventions, particularly those relating to the treatment of

Palestinians, continue to retard the prospects for peace in the Middls East.
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The positive principles on which the Assembly has pronounced itself so Clearly
in the past, notably the unimpeded right of self-determinaticn, have again thig
year bsen positively reaffirmed in spaeches by delegations in the course of this
dsbate. We therefors are pleased to asgociate ourselves with this broad section of
mankind, for which the self-datermination of the Palestinians outweigh the
temporary strategic and political advantages of power politics. The Kigerian
delegation could not do otherwise., conscious as it is of the deleterious impact of
the denial of such rights on post-coionial independent life on the African
continent. That is why we remain firm in our conviction that the decisions of the
Assembly and of the Security Council on the Middle East situation should not be
lightly dismissed or selactively enforced. They do represent the clearest
expressicn of our common humanity.

It is convenient to pretend, in the light of the curreat juxtaposition of
forces in the region, that the Middle Zast problem will disappear under the weight
of persistent denials of Palestinian rights and the frustrationm of the will of the
Assembly. The fact is that it will not. The reality of the Palestinian situation
must be confroated ard addressed, as no people fighting for its imalienable rights
has ever lost the struggle against its oppressors. In the same vein, the temporary
shift of the glare of international publicity to eventes in other parts of the
region cannot rob the Palestinian problem of its importance for a world yearning
for peace. There is an urgeat need, therefore, to redrezs this long-standing
injustice and inequity against the Palestinian pecple,

My delegation is aware that such a solution would demand a significant leap
towards the future, across the present chasm of hatred apd violence. To insist on
bilateral, face-to-face negotiations in a situation where suspicions are deep, fear

pervasive and distrust mutual is to continue to tread a beaten path. It should
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not be a convenient excuse for commitment to a peace procass under the United
Nations that could help bridgr the gap between the twe sides, restore confidence
and guarartee an equitable settlement. This requires the will to resist short-term
solutions and temporary expediczncies that pander to sectiomalist sentiments and
group interest. It requires, morsovar, statesmanship. Happily, these qualities
are not lacking in the Middle Rast; they deserve to bs encouraged and zustained by
the collective dacisicns of the General Assembly.

Another important prerequisite is the unambiguous affirmation of the primacy
of international law in relations in the region. The selective application of this
principle would mot generate confidence. The continued Israeli occupation of Arab
lands since 1967 represents an affront to iaternational law znd a major obstacle to
peace. It cannot be justified om any pretsxt, including a deliberate policy of
resettlement of immigrants in the occupied Arab lands. It is time that the illegal
Israeli occupation of the occupied territories was ended. Prudence and equity
would not dictate otherwise.

I have already referred to the opportunities that now exist for a settlement.
My delegation believes that the inclination tc pursue 2 settlement has never been
stronger than now. However, for such a settiement to be lasting it must be
comprehensive and must address all the issues iavolved. We are convinced that an
international conference on the Middle East brokered by the United Natioas and
involving all parties to the conflict, including the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) as the sole represertative of the Palestinian people and the
five permanent members of the Security Council, would provide the most suitable

mechanism for such a settlemeat.
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We therefore, once zgain, call on Israel and its supporters to facilitate such
& conference. It would be & major setback if one of the pariies were to persist in
distrust and cynicism towards this world body at a time of renewed confidence in
its efficacy and in the capabilities of our Secratary-General,

Dsvelopments in Lebanon offer yet another hope for peace in the region. Thoy
constitute an acid test of the rsadiness of all parties to agree to a solution. We
appeal for Lebanon to be helped to conscliidate its sovereignty and maintain its
territovial integrity, thereby assuring the healing process on which the present
Government has embarked.

We are indeed at the threshold of a new age, an age of peace and stability, a
aew order, a new milleanium. The o01@ world is giving way to the nsw, and so we are
challenged to bury old ways, old policies, old thoughts. There is urgency in the
times, 2nd opportunities are beckoning.A We must demonstrate the will and the
capacity to embrace new solutions, in the conviction that we do indeed live in a
global village where peace is indivisible, freedom our common patrimony.

It is a matter of urgency that the political time-bomb now slowly ticking away
in the Middle East should be defused; a conjunction of factors, most especially the
chance that the Palestinian people will have their human digrity and their homsland
restored to them, now makes this a distinct possibility. It is time to exorcize
the ghost of the unpleasant past and so create a haven of peace and stability, of

interdependency and mutual accommodation, in the Middle East.

Ihe meeting roge at 1.05 p.m.





