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1. The Genoral Assenbly on f6 Novonbei L95O adopted resolutton l+28 (V), ty
vhlch lt, lntor alla,

(") requeeted the InternatlonaL Court of Justlce to glve an atlvlsory opfulon
on certeln queetlo:te relatlng to the effeot of resorvailonE to tbo Conventlon
oa the lreventlon e;rrd Punlshroont of the Crlne of Genooide and of obJeotlons
to then;
(b) lnvtted the fnternatlcn:al lew, Coirm.t ss lort to study the quostlon of
roser?atlons to nu].tllateral conventlons both frcrm the polnt of vlov of
oodlfloatlon and from that. of the progresslvo itevelotrxoent of tnt€rnatlonal
]av, taking acoount of the vtews s*t)ressed durlng th€ ftfth seeslon of the
General Assonbly; and
(") lnstructed tho Secrotary-Goneral, 1n the aeantlne to follon h16 prlor
practlce ln the nattor of 

"eservatlons vlthout pr6jud1o6 to tbo logal effeot
of obJectlons theroto as nlght be recomended by the G€noral Assenbly at 1to
slxtb. spsslon.

2. The Intornatlonal Court of Justloa on 28 !,{ay l-951 Lendored lts advloory

/o! 1!s
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I onlnlon on reeervatlonF to tho Conventlon on the Preventlon and Pr.rnlshent of tho
crlne of Genoclde (g/f824). The ]dtornatlonal- Lan Ccnllrlssloo devoted cbapter II
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nf ltq ?a.^?+ ^^r^?J-d +t ^ ,.^-l- I/.vr luD rs],er u L/uvu''rE uho work of 1t6 thlrd sesslon:/ to the general subJoct
of resorratlons to nou1tll-atcral convontlons,
3. 0n lJ Novonb ey LgrI, the General ABsoDbl-y, at lts 3t+1st ptonary meotlng,
decldsd to tnclude th€ ad"t'Lsory oBlnlon of the court end the fnterrratlonal
LarI uoDltlLs€1on's relort 1rr tho agonda of lts stxth BosBton. At 1ts 3l+2nd
pLdnary neetlng on the sauo dato tho ltoros wero roferred to tbo slxth ccmaittbe
for consldoration.
l,+̂. un -Lb Novenbor l-grl-, the Slxth Comlttoo doc j.d€d to o_onsid€r chapter II
of the cord!1solonro report and the advlsory oplnicrn of the court togothor
under tho genoral headlng of rosorratlons to nultllatoral convontlons.
,, Tho Co@lttee dlJcuesod the natter at Its A64th to 2TBth meetlngs I?on
) Docenber 1951- to , Jan'.j@;ry LgrZ,
6, Durlng the dlscussion the Comltteo had before 1t a dyaft rosol-utlon

o-

thoreto bir tebanon (A/c,6/L.tB9), the Unlted Klngd6ro (n/c,6/t ,t9o), Areonttna
3o11vl&, CoLo&bla, Cuba, the Donlnigan Bopubus, Eg!g!g, El- Sal_vador, sIId
Eonduras JolntJ-y (t /c.6/t .t9t) , yenezuela 1t/c.6/t .tOl Bev.t), and Afgb
3sypt, Iyaq,, lebianon; Saudt Ar?bla, Stry1a and yenen JolntJ-y (.s/C.OA.aoOff' O
Tho comlttee also had bofore It a draft resolutlon subnlttod by sr,reden
(A/9,6fi,.lg2); two draft rosoLutlone subnltted by Tsrael (t,/C.6/t .tgl/nov,t
ered.A/c.6fL,L9[), tho second vith an anendment by lran (a/c.6/f.,ryfl i a
draft rssolutlon subralttod by Indonogla (1,/C,6/f..ry6); a Jotnt draft resolutlon
submltted by Domark, Indla,. Irelr, Isreei_, Me):lcq, the lIethorlands, ?eru anil
Sweoen .(A,/c,6/t.198) I -and a draft resolution subuitted by lraq (L/C,6/L.152g),
Moreover, Canada gubnltted a momorandum on the subJect (a/C,6/f".zot). At a
l-ater stage In the discusBlon, the unlted-g!g!9s--g€-4ggrlcg- subnlttod a ror-r.sod
draft. resol-utton (A/C ,6/l,.t8Bpev.l-), to whloh amendrnonts r.,ero submltted by
Argentlna, BelgLrn and ng;vpt Jolntty (a/c,6/f,.aoz), tran (t+/c,6/i,.poJ), and
roJ-ano lA/u.o/ L,zr4 ),
7. rho unltod statee draft resorutlon (A/C.6/L,7BB) 1u 1ts orlglnai foru
provlded irhat the Goneral- Aseombh should

(1) cormeno to alL states re advleory oplnlon of the Tnternatlonal- c or,r.c
of Jusr,lco I
(2) :'ecomend to all oigar:s of the unitod Natrons that they be gurdod in
1n the:r 1-ork by tho Court,e advlsoyy oplnlonr so far as 1t rntsht bo
alpllcable;

y' a/re5e, soe
Suppleoent Nr .9. recobmer].d
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" (J) rocorolend that drafters of nultil-atoral- conventlons shour-d bear in nlnd
tho losslbie conslderatlon of a rese"vattons clauee; and
(4) authorlze the Sec:'otary-Gsneral_

(a) to provldo adr'inlstratlvo sorvlcos 1a c onasxlcn wlth the deposlt
of documontB rel-attng i:o ratlfloatlons, acc€satons or reseryatlong
( lncJ-ud 1ng obJectlons tirereto) rvlthout passing upon the ir logal effect;
and
(b) to corr:nunlcete the text of such al ocumentg to alr statos concorrrodJ
T{lth a steto'ont, when r,aservatio'F a"o Lnvol,v6d, of hls understandine

(1) *.at all States vhloh have ratlfled or acceded and whlch
:ravo been nc,iified of a resonatlon vtlL bo conslderod as
havlng accepied lt unLees they have notlfted hln of obJecttons
thoroto beforo a cortain d.eto, and

(11) thet a1l- States vhlch Later ratlfy or. accod€ a,nd lrhich havo
been notifled of a regorvatlon wil1 bo consldorod as b'avlng
accepted l'b udess, ln connexlon r,rith the deposlt.of the
documonts relatlng to thelr ratlflc&tlofi or aocosslonr.thoy
lndlcato thelr obJoction to ths yesorvetlon.

8. The araendmsnt of .l,obanon (A/c.6/L,LBil to the unltod statss draft
resol-utlon pro?osed a nodlfloatlon of paragraph 3 of the oporatlvo part to reoom.ond
tbat the draf,ters of nu.LttlatoraL ocovontlons, ln the llght of tho naturo of
particular o onventl ono, should bear 1n nind the possiblllty of lnsertlng elthor
a resofiatlons cl-ause or a clauso prectudlng resor-ratlons,
9. th. !&Ltgd JLrSdon auondment (t"/c.6/t".tgo) to the Unlted States draft
rogolutlon proposod

(f) that tho flrst para.graph of the operatlve pa?t 6hou1d be dot-otod!
(2) tUai ttro second la"agraph should.be anended so s6 bo rGcoumend
to alL organs of tho uolted $airlons) speclarized agenoios and statos that
tbey be gulded by tho Tntornatlonsl Le,r,r CcmrilssLonts reportl
(3) that the thlrd paragrqph should be anended so as..to refer to paragraph
lJ of tbe co'ndsslon'B report and to recoulend that orgens of tho ilnltod
Natlons, speclalized ageno:Les and States shouLd ln tho course of preparlrfo
nultll-atoral c on\rentl 'Jns consider tho ineertlon theroln of provlsions

. relatlag to the admrsslblr-rty or nor:.-adslss tblrlty of rosorvatlons and to

,/the offect
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the effoct to bo attylbuted. to thomj snd
(l+) that tho fourth paragraph bo anended so as to roquost the Secrotary-
Goneral- to conforu. hls practice 1n rol-ati on to roserrratlons to.tho Conyentlon
on Genocld.o to tho ad-v1s ory oplnlcrn of the fnternatlonal- C ouTt of Justlce, and.,

in rolatt on to sny oth€r multllatoral convontion of rrtrlch he REB-the d.eposltaly
and subJoct to tho provlslons of ihe conventlon on ?oserratlons, to aot ln
accord.anoo i,r'Lth paragraph 34 of the Cor@1sslont s report . 0n I January ].952,
tho Urdtod- Kingd.@ rathdrev the flrst tr,ro paragraphs of lts anaendmer:t, 1n
consequence of tho reyisLcn of tho text of the Unltod. States drBft r€solutlon,
and al-so r*'l".thd.rev tho'}rcrd-s refer,ring iio the Int o"natl onal Larr Ccsrntsslon 1n
the thlrd. paragraph; the thlrd. paragraph vas nad.e to "elato to tho flrst
oporative paragraph of the rovlsod Unlted. States d,ra,ft resolution
(A/C .6/t.tBB/Rov,J- ) and. tho fourth paragraph to the socond operatlve pa"agraph,

10. tll€. Jolnt sr,endmont (e/C.6/t.f91) to the UnLtod. States d-raft resolutlon
subnltted by Argontlna, 3_g]1q1g, ColGrbla, gl!9, the n@lxrlcan Republ1c, 3cuad.or,
El Salvsdor erril Eonduras proposod

(l.) to d-€1ot6 pa^ragraphe l- End 2 of tho operatiTe p8xtj
(2) 1n paragraph 4(l) of tho operatlve part to d.olete tho oni;1r€ text
c oncernlng th€ rmd.erstandlngs of the Secretary-Gon€raL, folfolr"lng tho 1lrord.s

,

t'to all Statos concoznod.rr; sJrd-

(3) .to add a now paragraph 5 eetabllshlng rul-es govolnlng -fto prooed.uro

appllcable to, and. tho Legal effect. of, reso?rratlons to mul-tllatoral
c on\rontl ons whlch contaln no oxpress prorisions on roservati ons and. for
vhlch the S€cretary'Goneral acts as d.eposttary. Und.or th€se rules, unlees
resolrratlons had- boen accepted by ths slgnatorl€s at the tlme of slgnature,
the SooretarS' -G6]3era1, bofora d-eposltlng an lnstrument of yatlflcatlon or
accessl on. iub Ject to roservatlons, vould. ccmunicato the text of tho
reservatione to the other slgnatory States and- '!rould. roqueBt then to notlfy
hlm lftether thoy accepted. tho resorvatlcns. The Secroi:a^zy-GenoTaL 'would.

then scDmunlcato €ny obeorvatlone recelved- to the State n€lslng tho reservations.
If tilat Staire nevorthelese nalntalned- 1ts reseryationa, the conventlon would.
€nter lnto fo?ce 1n the form 1n l&lch lt vas sl gned- as betr,reon Statos \.rhich
ratlflod. 1t rrlthout reservetlorsj 1t nouLd. bo ln forco betwoan a reservlng
State and the paJ'tlos l,{:lch accepted- th€ roservatlonB ln tho forB. ln fihlch 1t
'was Eod.lflod- by such reservatlonsi and. 1t vou1d. not bo in forco betvoen a

. /rus€rvlng
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resorelng Stato a::d. a State lthlchr harlng alreacly ratlfled, dl d. not aooopt

suoh roaorvatlons;
(t+) to add a new Baragraph 6 lngtructing the Interaatl onaL Law Cc@lEglon
to tako th€ foregolng rulee into acoount. In tts vork on the co{lfloatloD of
tbe las of tr€at16s. Thls 6m6nalment vae lrlthd"raflu by tho eponeors on

20 Deoonbgr l9tL, lE oongequonco of ao oral anondmont naae by E€t4)t on bsbalf
of tJro sponsors to tho JolDt 'rneRdnrent proposeil by A fghanl stan, E€ypt, Iraq. r

Iobanoa, seu(H Arebla, strrla ana y,e'Ilot (n/c.6/t.20o) to tbo Untted Statoe
draft reBolutloo.

Ll-. Tho amendanent of Erc& $/C.5/r.Wf /nev.l-) vae orlglnaLl"y proposod 1n
rslatlon 'bo the flrst d.raf,t roEohitlcn of IBrael 1a/C.6/t,.WSl, but vas later
transferrod. by lto sponsor to apply to the Unl teil Statos draft rosolutloD. The

€m€ndnont lroposed. to ltrsert a bsv paragraph 1ln the oporatlve pert of the lattEr
'lfblch would. recomend- to aLl States that they bo gulded.r. 1r1 regard to tho C oaventloD
on GeEool[e an& ln franltlg other nultllateral oorlv€trtloDs o a humeJrltarlatr naturo,
by tbe ad.\rlsory oplnlon of the Cou"t.
12. $he Jolnt amendoeat (a/C,6/t",zaO) Eubnltted. by Afgbanlstaa, Esypt, Iggj-r
Eglg3g, @€-4E!!g, Sfrlg and Yenen to the Unlted. States draft resolutlon
pro!o6od

(1) tc vedraft the soconA paragraph cf the proanble i
(2) to doleto laraglaphB l- and. 2 of tbe operatlTe part; and
(3) to red.rafb paragraBh l+ of tbo oporatlve parb to lnvlto the g€orotsry-

Gsnoral tc oontlnus t'o pf,orld.o approprlate servloes ln oonno:J oa rlth tbe
Aepastt cf d.ocum€Dts relatlng to ratlflcetlone, aocosslons or t€eorYatt onE

( 1noludlr16 obJeotlons thereto), rqtthout paselDg upon the le gol off,oot of euch

d.ocunents, and. to oomrnlcate tho text of suoh doounents to al-1 gtatos
conoerood., Loarlng 1t to eaoh State to draw alL tho legal oonoequonoos fron
suob. oomu]ll oatlon.

13. On 20 Doc€'Bbor 1951, the Unlted States a.ooopted. the anendnent o Lobanof,u

(a/c.6/t,l-:80) and. tho Jolnt am€Ed.nent of Afghanletanl Igypt, Iraq, l,obaron,
Saual Arabla, Syria and terrar- (l/C,6/t 200), together rrlth an oral amendment

proposod. oo behal-f of tlre eame BponEorg by the roprosootatlvs of Egy!t,, to the
effect that the d.oolslon of aJiy ono State would not be eufflcleot ta lroveut
th€ lartloltr)atloa 1n the oobventl on of a Stato vboee roservation had. bean

acceptod.. The roeultlng draft res olutlon vas leeued as d.oclrnont a/C.6/t ,tEB/Aev,t.
14. fhe United States draft resolutlob., ae thue rovieod.l provlil€d that ttle

/Geaoral
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G€neval Assombly, notlng the Courtls ad.lrisory oplnlon 4nd tho roport of tha
' Intematlonal I,aw Ccnrnmisoton, should.

(1) rec @mend. that draftors of nultlkitoraL collventlons, in tho ]i8bt of
the nature of peTtlcular conventlons, ehould- beal ln nlrd the posslblllty of
Insertlng elthor a rosorvatlons olauge or a olause procludlng rssorvatlonF;

'and,
(2) lnvlte uro S€cretary {en61'ai to conthue to prorrj.d.e approprlato seLvlcos

ln co]]Iloxlon lrith the d.eposlt of d.oculo.onts rolatlng to ratlflcatlons,
aoo€sslons or rose"vatlons (lnclud.lng ob Joctlons tlroreto) wlthout ?assln8

upon the J-egal- effect of such docunonto, and to ccmmmlcato tho iorb of

such d.ocuments to all Statss concerned, Ioavlng j-t to oach Stats to draw

al-1 tho }egal coneeguencss f]l@ such c.munlcatlcns , ldthout the declslql
'.,f Fnv one sta.te bolng sufflclont to psorerit the partLclpatlon ln tho

o onventlon of a State. .('df,ose xo6ervattons have boon aooeptod- '
1!. The .Joint enend.nrent (e/c.6lt .zoz) to th6 rovis6d. unlted- States d.vaf!

regolirlion subnlttod by A3:gontlna, 3e1g1un anal Egipt propasod. 1;o rod.raft tho

oporatlvo part so.as to
(1) roc@ord. that !n the d3aftlng of multlLateral convontl ons t&e deslrablll
of lnsertlng 61thgr e roservatlone cl-ause or a slauge precludlng roserrratlons

shoula be b orne 1n nlnd, 1n the ugbt of tho ns.ture of partlcul8Ja convontions;

and.

(2) lnvtte th6 sOCAOtary -General, 1n rospect of futuro c onvoiitl ons conolud.od.

uador ihe eusplcos af the Unltod Natl ons of drtch he 1s the d'eposltaxy,

(a) to oontinuo to aot ae dopoBitary 1n coriroxl on r+lth t'he deposlt of

', docu&ents o ontalrilng ?eEorvatlons or ob Jootlons r 'rithout passlng upon

the legal effect of such dooument,s, ard
(b ) to c c,murl.l cate t?io text of such d.ocr.ments to all states oonoorned,

leavlng lt to each Stato to dva$ tho legal consoquoni'be frcro such

c a@'Jrdoatlons i tha Secrotary-Gonorel sboufd not howovef, for tho

pu"posos of h1s actlcn &s d-oposttary rpgard' the d€c161on of BJ\}r ono

Stato as bolnB able to debal'States fardul'atlng roservatlons frcm
nq?ilalnA+,{or Jn tho convontlon 1n relatlon to StatoB vhich havo not

ob Jectod- thoyeto , uho f tl|st paragraph of !h!s a.nenddnent \'ras ldtftd.ravn 

by the Eponsors on 4 January L9r2, Ln oonsoquons€ of the adoptlon of t'h€

third. paragraph oftbe Unlted- Klngdon Emordment descrJbed 1a pasagraph 9

abo'e' h6' o,ae
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16. The amendsent of r-ran (A/c.6/L;zo:) to the 

"evlsod. 
unlted si:atee draft

re soluLlon propooed.:

(1) to redraft para€raph r, of the cperative part to rec@o.end. that organs
of the unlted Natlons, spoclallzed- agencles ar:d- states shoufd, 1n the course
^f 

hraha'l rd hlrl i{ 1-ur r,.L-r6teral- conyeltlots, coDsld-er ths lneertlon thereln of
provlslolts rolath8 to the afu01ssLb111ty or non -adn1 ssiblllty of regervatlons
and. to the effect to le attrlbuted. to thorn j and
(a) to redraft -{uragraph 2(a) of tbe operatlvo part to d.elete the word.sI'ratlfl catl ons, accegelors or" and- "(ineludlng obJectlc,ns thereto)'r. Thls
amendnlent was lrlthd-Tavn on l+.Jaludry I95A.

17. The e4endlaent of ?ol-and. (A/C.6/L.201+) to the revleod. unlted. states d.raft
re sol.utl c'! p"oposod- to add. the vord.s lby any. other Statet' at .iihe end- of the
nnaz-e iJ vF lirTt

$- fhe d.raf t resolutlo! gubmltted. by Sned.en (A/Q.6/L.L9Z) proposed. that tho
Genaral Assenbl-y ehou]-d- reccurnond., ln accord,ance vith,paragxaph 33 of the
flterDatioual lav Ccmnl6slorrs report, that organ s of tbo.Unltod- Natiorle,
speclalized- agencles and. statos sbourd-, ln the couree of proparlng nultll-ateral
conventlorsr corsld.er the insertlon of provlslors reratlng to the acldsBlblllty
of r€senratlons and to tha effast to be attrlbuted- to tb€n, ard that the GonoraL
Aooembly should- request the Secretary -Geueral, !e!d.ing further actior by tho
AEse.mbly, tb contlnue h1s.prlor practlce lri th respect to the recelpt of
resoxya'bions a!d. to tbe notlflcatiorr and- solicltatlon of approval-s theroof,
Thls draft re golution wae

A9. I s"ae1 Bubldtted- two
wlthd.rav! by tts sponso? on 3 January 1952.
draft r€sollitlons, tho ttrst (a/c.6/L 193/Rev.I)

rolatlDg to the advlsory oplnlon of the Internatlonal- C ou?t of Justlco, ard. the
eecona (a/c'.6/r.19)r) to tbe troport of. the llternatlonal Lalr ccDnlsslon. The
flfst, as revlsed-, prolosod. that the Goneral_ Asaenbly ehoul-d. rocconend- to aIL
Statos that they bo guld.ed, 1n regard. to the ConTartlon on cenocld.e, by tho
ad-ri sorT cllnlon, and. thet tbe S€crotary-Genoral shlul.d. be lnstructed. to cclfot%
.h1.6 practlco ir rel-at1on to reserrratlons to that Coavoatlon to the ad.vtoory
oBlDlorl. Sefore r€TlBlon the dyaft I'-sol-utlon b.ad, coDtalnod- an ad"d.ltlonal
parag?a.pb lDstrucirLn8 the Secretary -ge!era.l- to contlnue a6 hltherto to exerclse
hls de?osLtazy functlons, subJect to tbe prov'lslolg of larticular conveotlo]]s,
and. to consutt rdth the Genoral .o eseatty and- ths Stat,oe conserued- 1f and- whgn

d-iffl cu].tle s aross.

/2c, rbe
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20, The socord. draft rosol-utlor of Tsyael (A/C.6/L,L9\) proposed that the
Gone:el Assembly ehou]-d.

(f) arpress 1ts approclatlon of the lrork done by tho Inteznatlonal Law

.

(2) ceLL the atteDtlo! of
to the Conxli sElo! | s reportj
(3) roconmerd. that o"gans

Sta',,os ard. inl,orDatlonaL d.l p]-craatl o conforeucos

of the Uulted llatj.ons, epoclallzed. agorcles
and. Statos should.. ln the course of preparlng nultil-ateral co:rventlone,
oonslder tbe lndortion of lrorlslons reiathB to the addastbj l-j.ty of
?esoryatlons and- the offect -l: b6 attrlbuted. to tlero;
(!) request thc fntennetioriai lav Cowr.lsslon to llcl-ud.e ln 1ts report
oE tho la:n of tl:eatles a chaptor concorDlxtg the furlclilous, rlghte ard
d.utl es of tho deposltaryj and.

(r) reeoJ.ve to €lvo fu"ther consld.eratlon to tbo "6nort of
on resel'vatl-cr:s when the whole report on the lar'r of treatios

th6 CcrmlssloD
rrouJ.d be 

sutelttad to lrbs Asselxb]-y.

21. fho ar.endr.eDt of L{g! iA/c.6lL.I9r) to tho Becond draft .re solutl oD of
terael (e/c,6/L.1!4) proposed. to ad.d- a n6v paragrapb requestln€q the
Irtemationa]. larw C@nlsslo! to r3-oxar,ine the quastlor of the vlsittE aDd.

dutlos of tho d.o?oeltary, taklnB lntc accou::t aLl- the oplnlons orpredsed.

durhg tho slxth session of the General Aseemblyr.more espocLally wlth
regerd to tho advlsory oplnlon of tho Cou]i.
frz, The d.?af,t resolutior subnltted. by Ind.onesj.a (A,/C.6/L,L96) proposed- that
the Gorreral- Aeeenbl-y ehoui-d- rsccemerd

(]) that organs of the Unlted- Natlons, speclallzed agencles and. StateB

shoufd, la the course of p"sparlng nu-l-tlie teral coDlrentlons, coneld-er tho
llsertion thereln of pvovisloDs relatlng 'co the adrnlsslbLllty of
Tesersatlons and- to tbo offect to be attllbuted- to theEi
(2) tba.t coDnentlors, partlcularly those of a general bunanltarlan and

socla]- cbaraet€r &rafiled'and ooncLud.ed wlthl! tl.o scopb of tho Unltod.

Natlone, sbouf-d bo ad.optod- 1n accordance vlth tha ruJ.ee of procodure
',suggisi:ed- by the InierDatioral Law Ccnnleslon, wlth modlflcaillons ln
paraeralbs l4 (4) an,l 3li (tb) of the C.'n?nlsslon's relost so that tho

^}.ran+{ ^h ^f a hq.:or1ty of States 1n the cai;egor1e6 d-escalbed- tbereh,vvdvv wi vrJ

lnstead. of the obJectlon of a slngl-o Stat6, ror-rld. b€ Decossary to
/prevo!t
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lrsveot a resorvlng State f"o]1 becoolng a partyj
(3) that, as to coBvontlons conclud.od. outslde tho framework of the
Unlted. Natlons, ths oplnloD of tho Isteruatlona]- Court of Juetlco shoul-d"

be t&keb ao guld-ance, ae far as appJ-lcablo, and- the lrocoAural rul-es
suggestBd. by the Internatlonal Lav ConmJsslon adoptea; and
(4) that the Iurernatlonal- Iafi Co@1s61o!ts ru1os, as mod.lfled shoul-d. be

d.eomed- app]-lcable to tho Convontlon on Genocld.e. fnfu draft rosol-utlor
uaB wlthdramt by the spoDeor o! 4 Jabuary 1952,

'23. Tbe Joilt draft rosolutlo! lDtrod.uced by Dennark, Ind.le, Iranr.@!,
r the Netherlaad-er @ and- Eedor (a/c.6/t.tg9) tr)rovlded that the GoteraL

A eeenbJ.y shorrld-
(1) orpress 1ts aplrectatlo! of tho vork d.one by the IntsrnatloD'a1 lart
C oinnJ g s1 oD j
(2) reccmmend. that organs of the United, Natlons, sleclalized. agancles and.

States should., 1n the course of lre?arlng uuJ.tllateral co::vontlono, consid-or
the lnsertlon thoreln of proylelons rolatlrg to tbo adslsslb1llty or nort-
adrn'l sslblllty of resorratlons ard" to the effoct to be attrlbuted to thBrtri

(f) request, the Intornatlonal Lar'r CcumissloD to gtve further sxsmllatlo!
to the toplc of rosorTatlong r'rben preparhg 1ts cod.lflcatlon of tho law
of treatlos, 1n the l1gbt of varloug conelderatlons, lncludlrg the oplnlons
ofiprassod. durhg th.e d.tscusstons 1n the Slxth Co@lttoe, ln ord.€r to fomuLate
now ruJ.es whlch cou.l-A be ad.opted. for the fu.ture;
(4) resolvo to glve furthor coDsld.eratloo to the Coenlsslonts rtport
og reserratlone r,rhen lts vhole reBort on tho la1,l. of troatles vould be

sulnttted. to the Asselobly; an,l
(t) lnvlte the So cretazy-GoleraL, pend.lDg further actlon by the Coneral
Assembly, to follow hls prlor practico vlth respect to the recelpt of
reBervatlors and to oottflcatlons and. so]-lcitatlors of approval thereof, aIL
ntthout preJudlce to the LegaL offect of obJectlons to reservatlone.

24, The draft roeolution of Iraq (A/C,6/L.I99) lrovlded that tbe agend.a lteu
shouLd be reforred. to a sovon -monbor eub-ccmfllttee, whlch would. etudy tlro
queotlou thoroughJ-y ln tho J.lght of ehat had been sald. ln the Slxtb .CoD.blttee,
and wouild report to tbe Coanlttee lr'i.thin two veeks, Thls draft resolutlcn was

$lthd.ral4n by tt6 Btr)onsor on 20 Decenber 1t!1.
2r. Tho delatoB ln the Slxth CcsnIolttBo concernea thra3o prlnclpal problens.

/'1no
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.
The flrst vae tho offect of obJoctions to rosorvations in tho caso of the
C onventl on on Gonoc 1d-e i tlto socond- r*,s tho practlce to be fol-Io-uod. concornlng
Tesoryatlons to convontlons to bo d.raftod. in tbe future; and. tho third.
concorned. tho p"aotlce to bo followed. rt th rospect to resorvatlons eJtdt obJoctlohe to them 1n the case of exietlng coovontl ons other than the
C onvontlon on Genocld.o ,

26' as to th6 flrst problom, most d.elegatlons rou€ht that resorvatlons to the
ConYentl on on Genocld.e sho[Id. be governed. by uro prlnclp]€s of the ad.vlsos], oplnlon
of tho rntornationar court of Justice, wd.er lrhlch the test of conpatlbltlty rrr tjx
tho obJect and. purpoea of uro c onv€ntlo,, vourd be appliod to reservatlons. others,
howoqer, took th6'vlew that States he.d an absoluto rlgbt to mako vhate.,e"

"ose"vatlons they choso to that conventlon. stlLl others oxpreseod. tho oplnlon that
such rosorvatlons roqulrod" tho unanlmous consont of the partlos, or that no
reservetlons ,whatovor wore ad.nlsslblo 1n that case.
27. l,lany d,el-egatlons thought that the socond- problom, that roLatlng to conyentt ons
ln goneral, oould bo J-argoly sol-ved- by roconmond.lng, 1n aocord.ance lrtth the
Buggostlon of tho Intornattonal la\,r Cc'Edsslon (A/1858, pavagraph 3:), tUut o"*.* 
of the trr,-lted Natlons, speclarlzed- agencres a,nd. states ehould., in tho oours. of
preparlng nultlLateral conventlons, oonsld"ex tho lnsertlon thoroln of provlslons
relating to tho adralsstbllrty o/ non-ad:rlsslblllty of rosorra'tlon.s add. to u1o offect
to bo attrlbuted. to then. sole thou@t that such a p"ovielon should. be lncrud.od, lil
al-l cases, vhi l-e others proforred to loave 1t opon tq negotiato"s to d.eteuaino tho
ad'rrlealll-lty of lnBextrng such a cr-ause. othore, however, opposod tho lnoluslon of
clausos on resorvatlons ur:r-oes such crauses had. been ad.opted by una.,lo.ous voto of
the draftlng ionferonce .
28. Apart frcm !r-r d-e agree,nent on tho que'tlon of the conventlon on Genoc ld-o and. on
tho lnsortlon of roservatians cLaueos 1n futuro ooDventl ong, there ruras a roanlker_r-
dlvorgoncl of oplnl on tn the Slxth Ccmmlttse.
29, S ooe d-el'gations Bupport'd rn genorel ule systom ,,roFos6d- by th6 rnterTratlonal
l,av comoj.selon, und.or lfulch ths urlanimous consent bf statee lful.ch had. rat1f1ed. or
acceded- to a conyention aird., r,rlrhin cortaln ' rr rnJ tatlons, of signatorles thor6to,
vou-Ld. !o nec€ssaxy for a stato to boconle a party subJect to a resorvatlon.
30. Othors ad-yocatod that, at laast for t.l:e tlme belng, the Sect €tary _Gonera.L sno l
continue hls prlor practlce und.er r'drlcb only StatoB vhloh had- "atlfled. or accod.od. to
a c onyontl on had the rlght to obJeot to reserratlons so as to provont the rosor,.rn*
Stato fro& beccuing a parby.
31. San€ of the d.elogatlone idlich In general_ supported tI . r,rlnolBle of



r,rere of tho optnlon that the prlnctples of tho advlsory oplntoo.of thefnternatlonal c ourt of Justlco dhourd be appr.l.d elther to ar-1 c oD.vent 10as ofa huranl tarlan charaoter or to an evon r'ddor g"oup of .ooooentl.ns. under theeeprlnclples, a state naklng a roservatlon r.rhich had boen obJected to by a partyto the oonventton coul-d nevertholecs be r€gardod ao bolng a party lf theroeoz'atlon va' co'patlble vlth the obJect and purlos€ of tho convontlon. Theguestlon bf the oonpattbiltty of a rosowatlon \.rt th that obJeot and tr)urposevouLd be J.eft, at leaet ln tbo flret lnetance, to the aplrectatton of eechlndlvldual party. Thooe doregatlone insrsted tlat the effect of a resorvetlon orof en obJootlon thoroto should ln no ovent bo Sassed on by 1tr, socretery-Genera1,but ehould be Left to be sottled by the States conoerned by any of the nothodsava11ab10 for the settl*nent of tnt'rrratlonal dl'rut€s. sorue of those $h1chdeoLarod rn favou:r of th6 geueralizatlon of the advreosy o?inionl howover, al-soa:ahtalned the rlght of a party, lnsofar as' tijs orlrn r.er-a b10n-€ lrlth a res.rvln*stato iqoro conoerned, to refwo to aocopt a reserratr.on whethor ;;;";-r,
r conlatibl0 lrlth tho obJeot and purpose of a convontl.n? and furthor argu-ecrat an ollectlon to a loservatlon alght qf,fect onty the artlole or s€ot1on oftho conventlon to vhloh the reeervatlon had beoo nado.

t/zat+f
pege i.J.

unanLoous eoooptance of reservatlons thought that lt alght operate lnequI.tably
lf a singl-e State, by otJectlng to a reservatioa, could exclude a reservlng
state f?on a convqntlon and thereby frustrate the deslres of a rarge najorlty
of tho partlee, vho nlght wlsh the resorvlng state to bo e party and bo lrlr.rlng
to aooopt th€ re6eryatr.on. To obviai;e thls dlfflculty, rt vas suggostod that
tho. roqulrenent of urlarl1nous accoptanco uight be replacod by ono of acceptsnoo
by tbroe -fourths, two-thlrds, or a F fupre EaJorrty of the statos concoETled.
32' A l-arge numbor favowod mor€ r-lbevar uyut"r" on roservatlons 1n orqer
to nako 1t easy for states to b€cone partlos to uur_tlr_atelal convontions,
sons of theso a vocated the practlce adoptod ty the Organlzatlon of Amerloan
stetes, vhoreby a rosorvatrotr 1s flrst otrcur-ated to the 'ignatory statee for
coments; 1f It ts raarntalned by tho state Eaklng It, that state becomes a
larty $lth resp€ot to the Stetes l,rhlch acoept tho rsservatlon, but the
convontlon doos not enter lnto force botwoen the reservlng st.r:€ and a stoto
llrhlch dooB not aocopt th.e roeoryatlon,

0there, vhile racognrzing that the naturo of so&o nult atorar- convontlons
ade rese""etlons to thon Jmrl.asJh]a ?r{ +]a^,,+ns !o thon lmposslble wlthout unaalz.ous consent, nonctholess

/s+, other
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3J: . Other d.elegetlons belloved that the right to $ake reser]ratlons r.ras a

nocesse,ry cons€quonco of tho soyerelgnty of Ste,tes and of ths syston of najority
]'otos ln ad.optlng the texts of lu].tl1atora.]. conventlons. Tnoy advanced- tho ]ri or'r

that thls l]as exlstlng 1an'. fn thelr ophion, a, Stato coul-d. ahrays uako
Il-ha tenor reservetlons lt wiehed, atd. tho convontlon vouJ-d- enter into fo"co
bet'reon tho roserrrlng State and. aIL tho othor partles, subJect to the reservatlon.
An olJection to B, rese?vatlon liould be h'L thout logal- effect, and. vorrld l:re an
att@pt to lntorfere ln natters vhl ch vero etrclusive].y lrl thin th€ competonco of
iho 

"es 
er'e:ing Stato.

3r. Sooe declared- lt $as lnBosslble to apBl-y a single ruJ-o ol roservatlons to al-l
nrultllat€lal conventlons, a!d. thought that a careful stud.y should- be nad.e rrith -bhe

obJect of defi::fu9 oetogcrles of such conventlons and, establlshlng ths rul-es
appll cable to each.

35" Others doub'bed. that any of the proposod rul-es constltuted. 1:: a1l i.bs d.etail-e
an oxlstlr:g rulo of lnternatlonal_ lav, and. referred. to the great d.ivorslty of
opinione rfu1ch lad- boon expressed-. Thoy vore of oplnLor that thore vore ro
pressing problens of obJectlons to resorvatlorts e.t present and- probably none
Iroul-d- arlso ln the futuro vhi ch ra'ouf-d. uake a rtd-e necessary, ard- consequently'!,iez'o
rlot 1! favoul of tho Assomhlyrs attemptlng to l-ay dor,'r: such a rule.
31 . Other d.elegatlons thougbt 1t inopportutro to take a flnaL decislon on the
nattar, p erhape by a naz'rorr aaJorlty, at the slxth sosslon of ths GeDeral- Assonobly.
fn thelr oplr:ion, fwther stud.y nlgbt naks lt Bosslble to arTlTe at a rule lrhich
r'rould. conbhe the best foatures of aL1 those whlch ha,d. been ad.vocatod. so far, and.
'!rhi. ch couLd obtaln very vlde B,greenont. For thls reasor, thoeo d.elogatlons
favourod- referring the natter back to the fntez:natlonal l,ar,r Counlsslon to bo doa1t
vlth fu the courso of tbe Connlsslon.s I.tork on the cod"lflcat1on of ure Lar.r of
ireaiilos.
38. Or: the other ha::d, lt r'ras polnted- out that, evon'srlthout a nev fotual request
by the G6ne"a1 Assenbly, the T.r:tornatlonaL la.w Qeramt gsl63 fioul-d. tako r4: thl s

sub joct and- nako roco@sldatlons d.e lsge f orond.e, ln the noraral cou.?se of lts
lrork or th€ le,w of treatloe.
39, Turther, rnany deslrod- that the subJoct should. bo dlsBosed of by a final
declslon at the current s€sslon. fhey thought that a Bostponemo$t would- not
coltribute toliard- ?eachlng a solutloD acceptablo to thon, or fes,red- that 1t n15ht

o"

fmuu'.
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mean a repetlttoE nert year of, the d-ebate€ of, the laet ana current Eesslon6.
)+0. Several delegatlone lnglsted thet any rule on regervatlons lald dovn by the

General AeeeebLy for the guld.ance of the Sesr€tary-Oeoeral ooulil not be retroeotlve
anrl coultl Dob atr)I)ly to exletlEg uultllateral coEventlon.e. Such a rule, they svgued,

would. lnvolne a d.etexr0lnatloa of the }an, A deolaratton of tbe preeent lelr or the

eBtdbllghetrt of nev larq by the AsseBbS.y could. ln no caee be blndlag on the SartleB
to erletlw ooaventtons, and. would. be beyond. the AsBeBbl-yrs cottrSetenoe.

4f. OtherE, hovever, lhougbt that tbe General AEseBbIy wae f,ully ooErpeteot to glre
loEtructloDe to the Secretary-GeBerel yelatlng to reEcrsatloae to eslstlEg ooneentloEs.
l+2. The Comtttde fkBt voted. oa the asendmeat of the u4!93-41n8q!'@ (A/C.6/L.Lgc)
to the Unlteal StateB draft resolutloD, aB nodlfleA by the vltbd?awal of the flret
t'*ro 3aragraphe ana of the lrovd-s 'rln parttcul.ar, tn. aooord.anoe vlth paregraph 33

of the Comieelonrs report," 1n the thlrd paragraph,
The flrBt (foruer1y thXrd) parag"aph of, tbe Unlted.4lngdou aadtrdnggq lvaB

sd-opted by 24 rrotee to 1r, wlth ? abetentlonB.
forner aB f,ar as eact of eub-

vas adol'ted by 23 eotee to I4, wlth 12 abstentlons.
sa8 rejected by

29 votee to Ll-, lltth B abstenttone
r+:. Tbe cotrElttee then roted- on tbe anerflnent of @lg (A/g,A/T'.tgt/nev,t)
ln tlto larts, tbe flret consistlD€ of the word.s t'and. tn fraulng other nultllateral
ooovetrt lor1s of, E hlnoenltsrlan naturett aEd- the geooEd ooBsletlng of the remalnd.er of
tbe angnd"nent.

fhe f,lret lart of the Yenezuelan enendnent vae reJected' by 23- votee to 12,

rlth 14 abstenttoue.
Bhe eeoond Bart l'ae adopted by 1? votes to 6, vtth 24 abeteotlone.

lt+. fhe colmlttee then voted. on the Jolnt aBend,neat of gggg!!g!Ls4]g uEd

nsm! (e/c;6fi..202), ae Bodtfled- by tbe wlthdsewaL of the flrst paragrapb. .Ihe
vote vas taken l-o !e!ts, the flrst part being the phra ee "coocluded u.atler the

aue!1oe6 of the unltea Natlone't ln the xntroductory phraee; the Beoond. belng the

latroductory pbreee ercept for the f,trst part and the erorde I'Invltes the
Seoretery-CeneraLt j the tblrd being the words I'Invlte5 the Secretary-Oeneralr' ;

the fouth belng eub-Ba"ag?apb (a); tbe flfth belng sub-paragraph (b) up to aod.

luoludltng the wor&e nouob oouuunloatl.orsrr, and. tbe eljrtJr belng the remalniler of
sub'ParagrePh (b) ' 

/the firet
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Th_9. -l_lr'st.pgrt gl-!bg-j.ir!-"t"!d-""! l,as adopteci by 2! votos to J,
v1 th 12 abstelrtions.

Tho seccql lg{q vas adoBted 'h, ? D

lqholf'he introduotor
votes to 5r ]fii.rh 12 abstentlons.
vas adoptod. by 33 votss to !ono, lrlth

I7 abstentions "
The for:rth part, vas adoptod. by 30 votes to J-6, ld th 2 abstortlons
The flfih nart rias adopted by 2J votes to J-J, rd- bh J alstentlons
T'he s txih part r,:as roJocted. by a rofl-ce,].} voto of 24 to l-8, '!d tb 7 absien ii:on3.

The 'voilng 'tias as foLlo$s:
In favour'! Argentlna, 3ol-giun, Cotombla, Cuba, Dominlcan Pepublic, Xcuad'or',t Egypt, Gup.t€nals,, Fa5.ti., Lebanon, llberla, llexico; Nica1agua,

Saucl .{rabla, S}'rla, Uruguay, VelozuoJ-a, Temen.

}g!4,!: Auetralla, Brazil, Syol-orusslan Sovlet Sociallsi iepubflc, Canada,
Chlle, Chlna, Czechosl-o1€kla, Donnark, Sthlopia, Flanco, Inf'la,
Ind-onosla, Iran, freq, fgrael, Iletherlands, ltrelr Zoa1and., Nonii,l-,
?oland, Sved.en, Ukralnlan govlet Soclalist Repull-lc, Unlon of
Sorlet Soclallst Republlcs, Unlted Klngdom of Gxeat Sritaln and-
Northern lreland, Yugosla:rla.

'@s: Afg[anlstar, Greoce, ?aklstar, ?alama, ?e"u, ?h1li!!1nes,
Unitod States of Amerlca.

45. firo amended. Unlted. Statss dYaft Tosolutlon as €' vhcle r,m.s 8,d.opted by a roIL -
call voto of 23 to 18, vith J abstontlone. Tho votlng vas as foll-ows:

E@!I: Afghanistan, 3elghun, Byelorusslan soTlet Soclal-lst Republict
Cuba, Czgchosl-o kla, DonlnlcEn Republlc, Xquaoor, E$rpt, Greece,
Ealti, Traqr'],ebanon, Mexico, Nlcaragr:a, lol-and, Savdl Ara}la,' Syrla, Ukrahian . .rjet Soclafist XBpubllc, Union of Soviet
Sccla].lst Republir.', U::1ted. States of Anerlca, Uruguay,
Vonezuela, Yemen.

Agl:re!: Austral-la, Srazil, Canada, ChlLe, China, Dennark, Xthlopia,
France, Ind.la r Indonesla, fsrd.eJ-, ltTethorl-arl'Je, Iilov Zealand-,
PeTrt, Svodon, Unlted Kinggan of G"eat Sritaln and. Northorn
Ylrgoslavr.s-.

AbS talFln 4: Argentlna, Colonlla, Guatena].8,, fran, Liberie, Palrls tar,
?h1i-1!plnes.

46, After theso votos had boen takor:, tho Connlltise,. under ni.le 130 of the luLos of
proced.ure, d.eo1d-ed, by 22 votes to 18 lrith 2 abstontlons, that a]-l other'd'zaft
resolutio'ls and e,nerdllents on ths sut,Ject had- boon dlsposod of and did not roOulre

;to bs To tsd on.
\7, The Slxth Conmitteo therofore rdcoruend.s tc tho Gerieral- Assembly the ado;otion

of the foLlolring re;cLuti.cr':

Nontay,

/BEsBvArrolis



tf zot+7
Page It

RffiEBVATTONS TO MULTN,ATERAL C OiYSHfiI'IONS

The GenoraL Asseml1! ,

la.tl-- {' H'l -, +1"-ov r.r, r"r+i Jtr rJnq 1'!,e provislone of lts rosoLutlon lr78 (v) of l-6 lfovenbo t Lg50,
vhxob (r) requeetod tho rnfurnatlonal- court of Justico to give an ailvlsory oplnton
regardlng roservatlone to ihe conventloo on tho ?reventlon anal punlsl@eDt of
the crlno of Goacclde anil (2) ihvltod tbo rnteraatlonal lav comleslon to etudy
therl questloo of reEoratlons to nultllaltoral oonvont ione,

UgE!$i the Couytis advlsory ollnion of 28 [,tay I95t and tho Comllsslon,s
roport, both rande"red pureuant to the sald resolutlon,
L. Rocomende that organe of the unttod Natlone, speolalized a6encleo and
states shoul-d, ln the oourso of proparlag uultllateral o onvontlone, oonelilor the
lnsortlon therein of prori€lons roJ.s.ting to the adnlsslbllity or non-ad][lEslliuty
of reeorvatlonB and to tLe effoct to be attrlbuted to then;
?. Bqcormrends to alr- states that thoy be gulded ln rega"d to the conrentlon
on the Frovention and punlshent of tho crino of Genocldo by tbe advl'ory op1olon
of ihe fnternatt onaL Court of Justl.co of z& tiEiy Lgrf,
3. Requestg ihe Secretary-General

(u) ln rol-atloir to resorvatlons to th€ c onvoatlon on tho prorentlon and
?rmls'*ent of the crrno of Genoolde, to corlfovn hls practice to tho advlsory
oplnlon. of the C ourt of 28 l{ay l9t1j
(b) rn respect of futuro conventl0nb conor-uded undor the ausplcos of the
Unlted Natt.rj of vhloh he 1s tho 4epogltary:

(f) to oontlnue to act as doBosltary ln connexlon vlth the ileposlt
of docullonts contalntng r€sorvatlons or objeotlols, vlthout lassln€ upon
the loga,L effoc.b of such docuu.ente, and
(rri to comrmrcato the to:it of, eucb documentg rolatrng to r€sorvat10n6
or obJ€ctlo4B to al-1 States concerned, leavlng 1t to €ach Stato to
dralr the logal oonsoquenoee f,ro& guch, oo@rl'tlcatlors.




