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1.! Undsr resolution %60 (V), adopte& by the General Assembly on 12 December 1950
ﬁhe Secratary#&eneral wes instructed to proceed with the implementation of the.
prbposals for a modified telecommunications system as outlined in his report to the
General Aspembly at 1ts fifth session (A/lh5&), provided that the capital expenditure
inyolved would not constitute a net addition to the United Nations budget. For the
purpose of carrying out the. proposals in vhole or in part, the Secretary-ﬁensra_

was authorized %0 accept voluntary contribitions and/or donations on the
unﬁerstanding that any or all of the facilities or funds thus mﬂda available would
be&ame the exclusive property and be piut under the full control of the United Nations.
Thp resolution further resquested the Secretary-Genﬂral to report on this matter to
the 51xth sesslon of the Qeneral Assembly.

2. At ita 323rd meeting held on 7 January 1952, the Flfth Ccmmittee considersd
the report presented by the Secretary-Genseral in accordance with the terms. of.:

the above resolution (A/1919) Ths qumlttee was 1nformed that during 1951
exploratory conversationsg had been undertaken with a view o ascertalning the
poﬂsibility of securing such voluntary contributlions and/or aonaticns ag would -

be appropriate to glve effect to the Géneral Assambly's propoaala but that “he i
Sacretary—General ves uneble: gt this stage to report any posltlve results and did -
nom anticipate further deovelopments within the immediate future The Conmittes -
was aseured that ghould the sltuation in this respect undsrgo any change, the
Geheral Assembly would be informed accordingly.

3'% Reference was algo made in the Secretary-Gemeral's report to the effect that,
While no developments hed taken place with respect to radio broadcasting

. x /facilities
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facilities, progress had been made, contrary to sarlisr sxpaectations, in the
&evelopment of point-to-point fecilities betwsen political missions in the field

on the one hand, and Geneva and Bangkok on the other, through the use of

equiyment alvesdy in the possession of the Tnited Natliens and the transfer of
parsonnel "Who, vhen not opsrating control stations established by the United Nations

E Fiald" Service for handling the local communications of the missions, are

employed on other duties. TIn this manner, it wes raported, by using normal
commercial channels between New York and ‘Gensva, a high proportion of United
Natlions traffic heyond Geneve, with various field missions and with Bangkok wes
now belng cerrisd on a Unitad.Hﬁtipns-system.at“a,substantially losger

oaverell cost then would othervige havefto bo borne. by the United Nations

budget.

b, Diséuﬁaion in the Pifth Committee was concerned, for the most part, with the
development, as raported by the Secretary-@eneral of point-to-point communication
facilitles, Concern was expressed by a number of delegations that the
arrangsments mede for communicstions Between Héédquarters and field missions was
contrary to the Secretary-Gensralls earlier recomuendation, as endorsed by the
Fifth Commities (Af1635), that "the development of such facilitles should not be
proceeded with for the tims being since existing commercial arrangsments appeared
to be adequate and the present volume of traffic did not wmrrant the additional
oXpendlture involved", fThe' commituee vas informed by the Secretary-Generalls
representative that the arrangaments which had been completed during 1951 had
reference primsrily to political missions and had heen underteken solsly in the
Interests of econcmy, They were of limited scope and wers not regarded as
coming within the fremework of the more comprehensive telecommunications plan which
had proviously been envisaged. The view. was exprossed, nevertheless, that

vhile there could be no objection to the establishment of communication facilities
within a migsion ares or between mobile unite, the development of extensive
point-to-point facilities should not be undertalen without specific authorizaticon
of the Genersl Assenbly and e prior decision as to the circumstances under vhich
euthorization should be glven. Tt was suggested, in this comnexion, that such
conslderations as the adequacy of existing facilities, the question of relative
costs, the extent to which the problem of overcrowding of frequencies might tend
to be aggraveted, gnd srmilar criteria would need +o be taken into aceount

in deciding the appropriate policy to be followed.
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5H'P| The majority of delegations werer of the opinion, however, that this matier
¢ould not usefully be exemined in th@ ebsence of more detailed information From
bhe Secrotary-Generel as to tha arraﬂgemsnts already in force, and accordingly

t was agreed that a further report should be furnished through the Advisory
Ciommittee on Administretive end Budgetary Questions on the basis of which the
ﬁ;fth Comml ttee would review the Bituation at & later meeting. It was further
agreed that such g report together with the dbservations thereon of the Advisory
Ccmmittee, should be discussed in conjunction with the Fifth Commities's
cpensideration of the estimetes for Section 5a of the tudget (United Nations
Fﬁald Service).
&! The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic voiced the

Jection of his delegation t0 the use by the United Nations Secretariat, through

tLa Fleld Service, of communications facilities for the servicing of ceriain
p?litical missions which, in its opinion had been illegelly constituted.

} On the understanding that the gquestion of point-to-point facilities would
be the subjecﬁ of further consideration, the Fifth Committee, by 41 votes to
5, with no abstentions, decided to resommsnd to the General Assembly the adoption
or the following resolution:

UNITED HATIONS TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM

The General Assembly
Takes note of the report of the'Secratary-Gsneral on the United Natlons
telecommnications system (A4/1919).
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