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THE FROBLEM OF THE INDEFENDENCE OF KOREA

Lotter dated 25 Decenter 1951 Lo the Presldent of
the Gemeral Agsembly from the Chairmen of the
delecation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

Paris, 25 December 1551

Ag stated In the Press, Americen and British priscners of war in
~ Korea have sent thé following mﬁss&ge:ffom Pyongyand to the Security Council
of the United Netionss-
. "Mr. President,

“On 30 June last, a plenary meetling was held of the Central Committes

of the Peace Orgenlzations of American and British Prisoners of War at which

‘rwéfe adopted a Joint declaration end a Joint appeel expressing our views and
ideas in the fight for peace agalnst the aggressive war in Korea which is being
waged by the United States. The texts of these two documents were cabled o
the President of the Security Council of the United Nations on 7 July 1951, and
a request was made in the declaration for confirmation of thé'reoeipt of ths two
documerts, Though e hundred days heve since elapsed, no reply has yet beer

- received, '

"In the dsclaration and appeal sent to you at that time, 1t was
pointed out that the United States hed trampled on the United Nations Charter
and transformed the Koreen cilvil war Into a large-scale waer. The mejority of
the members of the Security Council senctloned the 11legal invasion of Korea by
United States troops. It was also pointed out that you should make every effort
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to settle the Korean question peacefully Wy withdrawing all forelgn troops
from Korea. We, who are captives of the Koreen war which im a most un just
and i1llegal act, are absolutely convinced that our polnts of view and proposals
deserve attention a i impartisl exsmination. Our uessages also stated that
your Orgenizetion al uld be rarticularly concerned with international Dpeacs,
the defence of peace_ﬂnd of naticnal interests, Including, therefore, the
opinions and Interests of rany thousands of captives of the Korean war. It 1s
quite clear %o us prisoners of wer that the ineb1lity of the United Netions to
recognize our points of view and our interests ghows that your Organizetion 1s
not being tfﬁé'to'ité‘original aima end. ia oppoqaﬁ_to the. views and interests
of all progressive humanity, We, representatives of the Deace organlzetions
of American'and British prisoners of wvar, urgently request that the rocelpt of
Our messages be aAcknowledged. We also ask thet the United “zvlons should
return to 1ts principles and aiﬁs and should meke sincere efforts to achisve
& poaceful setilement of the Korean question. We would ask your to support our
fight for a lasting intermsticral beace eand ageinst the criminal aggressive
Instigators of a new war and to make that fight widely known to the Peoples of
the whols world. .

"We repeat our request for confirmation of the receipt of our documents
and remeln, |

Yours'sincerely,

The Centrel Committee of the Peace Organizationg of
' American end British Prisonsrs of War

(Signed) Ambrose Nugert {President)
Donald A. Cox (Vice-President)
Leroy Carter (Secretary) =

Membors -

Jeff, D, Erwin
Edwerd F. Spercer
John R. Porter
Herold L. Kaschko
Robert H, Chyers
Hayder Oztury"
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In tringing to your not;lce the ebove text of the message of American
end British priscners of war in. Korea and in view of the fact that the Korean
question is inecluded 1n the agenda. of the sixth session of the Censral Assembly,
I would request you to have that message issued ms a General Assembly document
end distributed ’60 all delegations,

The messege also refers to a declaration and appesl sent to the United
Netions by the Committes of American and British Priscners of Wer on 7 July
1951-/ 1 would request that thoae two documents should also he 1lssusd as
General Assembly documents and digtributed to delegations,

(Signed) A. VYSHINSKY.

‘Chalrmen of the delegation of the Union of
Boviet Socialist Republics,

ANNEX/

1/ See Arnex -
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DECTARATION AND APPEAL FROM THE CENTRAL,
COMMTTTEE OF THE PEACE ORGANIZATIONS OF
AMERICAN AND BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR

Fyongyeng, 6 July 1951

At the requést of thé Central Committee of the Peace Orgenizations
of American and British Prisoners of Wer, the Ministry of Foreign Affeirs of
the People’'s Democratic Republic of Korea transmits to you hereunder a- declaration
end appeal by the Committes. DON TS0, Deputy Minister of Yoreign Affeirs of
the People's Demoecretic Reputlie of Koxrea. T July 1951,

Horth Korea 30 June 1951, declaration to the President of the World
.Peace Council, the Pres ldemtof the Unlted Natlions General Assembly, the President
of the United Nations Security'Cauncil, we, the Contral Committee » United States
British War rrisoners Peace Organizations, being indignant at the inglorious
policy of the ruling cireles of our countrles in connexion with the Ffreedom-
loving pecple of Koree., and desiring an immediate peaceful settlement of the
Korean problem, hereby declare to the President of tie World Peace Council, the
Prealdent of the Unitcd Nations Generel Assembly, the President of the United
Nations Securlty Councll, that we have organized the Central Committes » United
States British War Priscnery FPeace (')rganizationa. The Central Hesdouarters of
the Eorean People's Army met the desire of the Prisoners of war and allowed them
to orgenize local peace committsss on democratic principles and to send delegates
to form the Central Committee. The appeals adopted &% each camp had been en-
trusted to the Central Commities for transmission to the President of the Worlg
Peace Council, the President of the United Nations Gensral Assembly and the
President of the United Natione Security Council, on berusal, The Central

/Cormittes
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'Committee found the main and oommon noints of the appeals from the local peacse
committees upon which a unified and comprehensive eppeal wag to be baged were

the following: (1) - the Kbrean war vas instigated by the byngmsn Rhee clique
undsr the .instructions OI the United States- impevjslists, (2) . the United
States trempled down the'United Nations Charter with the reeult that it has
expanded the Koresan’ w&r into e full scale: var; - {3) 93 ~er cemt of all the
United States British—war prisoners demand that the legal reprogentatives of the
People g Republic of China e admitted 50 the United Hauions In-addition to
this, ths prisoners denounce the United States imperialists for comnitting an
act of aggression by’ sﬁstioning armed forces in; and naval unite around, the
island of Taiwen, (Formosa); (h _.that the inhumen bombing of Korean cities,
towns and villeges, with the resultant slaughter of over one million innocent
oivilians besldes the tremendous nnnmer of cssualnies suffered by ths socldiers
of the @nited Natlons foroes) and the Syngman- Rhes PUppet army (998 567 during
the period of one year from 25 June 1850 to 25 June’ 19515 be exeosod to the
”peoples of the world so ‘that they will fight to end this useJesc bhu gavage
aggrelsive var in Korea; (5) the United States British war prisoners have
'arisen oL mas3e .and organized peace oommittees Oppbsing the conbinuous expension
snd prolongauion of thig war snd desiring to snd tho war at the eanliest possible
time : Thus the requedt- nade by the local peace. commi+tees has been fulfilled
The unified appeal was’ oomposed exandned pasged: unanlmeusly snd signed by

sll msumers of the Cemtral’ Committee United States” British Wsr Prisoners Pence:
‘Organizations 2%t the pdensry meeting of the Cantral ‘Comtifttee held on 30 June
1951, In sending you this appeal, the Central Committ ge, United States British
Wér Prisoners Peace Orgenizations expects that its volce will nct be disregarded
end thet 1t will receive & reply to the question brought forward by it. Central
Committee of the United States British War Prisoners Pescs Orgenilzetions :
President Ambrose Nugent, Captein, 52nd Field Artillery Pattalion, 24th Infentry
DiTision Vice~President Donald A, Cox, Royal Ulster Rifles, 29th Brigade;
Sscretary, leroy Carter, Jr., Corporel, Headquarters Battery, 303 Fizld Artillery
Battalion, 2nd Infantry Division; Memvers: -Edvard 2. Spencer, Rifleman,
Company (W), 1st Bettelion, Royal Ulster Rifles, 59th Brigadé; Harold Li_Ksschko,
Captaln, B&fﬁeny (C), 38th Field Artiliery B&%talion, 2nd Infentry Division;

/Jobn R, Ferter,
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John R. Forter, Mester-Sergeact, Company (C), 24th Regiment, 25th Infantry
Division; Jeff D. Erwir,, 2nd Lisutenant, 38th Field Artillery Battalion, -
2nd Infentry Division; Robert H. Chyers, Private, Headnquarters Company ,
63‘Fiald 3rtillery'EE$talion, 24th Infentry Division; Haydar Oztury, Sergeant,
15th Compeny, Turkish Brigade. _

Appeal for cessation of the Kbrean war end for the Pregervation of
1 Ppeace throughout the world from the Central Committee, United States British
War Prisoners Peace OrganiZAtions, ﬁorth Korea, 30 June 1951, to the President
of the World Peace Council, the President of the United Natlons Gensral
Aseembly, the President of" the United NationB'Security Council, we, the Central
Cémmittee, United States British War Priaonerg Peace Organlzations, repregeating
the comBined.voiCes of the great maJoriuy;df all Americen and British prisoners
of war in Koree, hersby appeal to the Worid Peﬁcé.Council, the'United Netions
Gereral Apsenmbly and the United Nﬁtions Security Council with the following'
statement, |

-Before coiiing to Koree, maﬁj of us believed in the agsertions of the
ruling cireles of our countries on the so-~called Korean Problem, sending us +o
the Korear war. They convinced'us that Wwe were being sent for the realization
of police measurss in the intérest'dfrpeace. Meny of us thought that the United
Netions stood for peace, that we wers not obliged to fight, I% sesmsd to ue
that *he events .in.Kores would be brought to an end qﬁickly, end we would be
seht kome +to our_ldved ones, However, i1t .is now over a year«sincé the outhresa.
of hogtilitivs in Koreb, arnd war atill tages in this devastated land, During
. this time, tens of thousends of our compatriots have suffered desth in & remote
alien cbuntny,-all ma jor cities and vast numbers of towns end villages in Korea
- bave teern destroyed ard burned down, under the wreckage of their dvellings and
in the Fires of Incerdiary bombs more than & million Koresn ¢ivilians, men,
vomen end children, have perighed. For What purposs does this druel, bitter
war contimue? For vha't purpese have hundred of thousands of wives, children,
sisters,‘ﬁrothers, fathers and mothers béen deprived of thelr loved ones and
forevar become unheppy and'sufferad indascribable sorrow? Bach of us has asked

/thess questions
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'these questlions of himself, Now we want to ask them of all who will listen to
us. At the game time, as partiecipants and wltresses of the terrible bloodshed
in Korea we want to glve our opinions on these questions. It is well known
that the American troops, on the orders of Truman, President of the United
St&tes, started military operations in Korea prior to the resolution of the
Security Council, Later, the majority of the Security Councll members
sanctioned the invasion of Korea by United Staves troops, calling them the
”Enited N&tions Force”. We will not dwell. upon the order of Trumsn and the
reaolution of the Security Council, because they are iliegal. This is a well
kmovn end evident fact. Trumen had no right to order the invasion of Korea
without the consent of the Congress of the United States. The Security Council
had no right to pass a resolutlon on the Korean problem without the concurring
vote of all the pérmanent members. The Unlted Natilons Charter clearly states
that the Security Council must také ‘all measures to setile peacefully every
digpute which arises, Therefore, all the Govermments of the United Netions
Mewber Countriss should abide by this prineiple. Why then did not Truman snd
the Sécurity Council try to settle the Korean civil war. peacefully, instead of
passing Ingtantly a resclution to enlarge the struggle into an intermaticnal
conflict in violation of the United Nations Charter? Why have they rejected
all proposals for peaceful settlement of the Korean rroblen since the very out-
break éf war and only want to disregard the opinions of the peoples of the world,
who ﬁll_protest indignantly egainst the intervéntion of our troops in the intern-
al affeirs of Xorsa?

We have seen copies of the documents found by the Korean Feople's
Army in the archives of the Syngman Rhee Governmeni in Seoul, exposing the plot
of the American imperialists and Syngrmen Rhee to invade the People's Democratic
Republic of EKores. It wes extremely interesting to learm how Syngren Rhee
obtained arms from . bhe United States to bulld his army precisely for undertaking
‘tha expedition against the North, On 10 April 19h9, Syangran Rhee wrote his
Anmbassador Extraordinary in Washington, Cho Byung Ok: T think you should
frenkly discuss 'the situation in fullest confidence with the high officials of
_both the United Nations end the Unlted Stetes in a strictly confifential IRNNer;
tell them what plans we have for the unification of North and Souuh Ag - a matter
of fact, we are ready for the unification now in every redpect but one, nemely,
we lack arms and ammunition®. We were amezed at how a trial attack was launched

/in the summer
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in the summer of l9h9'by Syngman Rhee} only to be repulsed by the Korean People's
Constabulary and to bring the censﬁré'of Brigédier General Roberts, Chief of the
Americen Advisory Group, because the'pﬁpﬁet afmy was sQ poorly prepargd and
wasted ao much‘ammnnifion in the prsﬁaturs fiasco ‘AAt this time Roberts
ordersd no more attacks to be mede against the North without his specific
epprovel. Again, on 30 September 1949 Syngman Rhee wrote to an Amsrican
University Professor, Dr., Robert Oliver, who had contacta in high Unitad States
Government circles. YT feel strongly th&t nov ls the most poychologlcal moment
when we should teke an aggreasiva msasure We will all guietly work together,
you in Washingtqn ané ve here in Seoul and Tokyo“ From the tastimany of

Jin Myo Suk, ex Home Minister of Rhee'g Goverﬁment we learned that the guerilles
vere supprossed durlng the winter of 1945 so as to provide g Ilrm and nealthy
rear from which to launch a real Invasion the following surmey,

The facts all care out, how John Foster Dulles, Suprems Adviser to

the Becrestary of State, United States, errived in Korea on 17 Juns 1950 end —
ordered Syngman Rhee to mount an Immsdisate attack againat the North, follpwed
by & counter prdpaganda thet the North inveded the South first. He promised
that if Syngman Rhee could hold out but for tWO weeka ell would go well, for
the United States would compel the United Nationa to mobilize lend, soa and air
forces, and send them to Korea. We saw the photograph of Mr. Dulles inapecting
puppet troops on the 20tk Parellel, we sew coples of the lettars Dulles wrote

to Byung C, Linb, South Koresn Foreign Minister; on the eve of the outbreak of
ver, advising him that the time had coms for & "bold decisicn” to be made.

We read Dulles' letter to Syngmen Rhee written 20 Jure 1950 feylng that Korea
was to "pley a declsive role in the great drame now u.nf‘oldlng" We saw the
battle plans which the puppet army used for 1te all fated imvasion of the North,

on 25 -Juns 1950, .

All this proved to ué who instigeted the Xorean war, who is regponsible

for this crime against the Kbrean people. ALl this axposed %to us the plots
“of the American capitalists and lmperisliste, and their tools the United States
politiciens and the Syngmer Rhee clique, In gpite of all this avidence, is

it posaible to masert that the North Koreen Communist troops, a3 wo called them,
‘committed aggression? We maw to cur‘copt how bravely the soldiers of the

/Koreen People's
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Korean People's Army fought. Each of us asked himself: what should be the
explanation for thelr unprecedented courage and porsistence in fighting against
us who were armed with the most up-to-date military technique? It seems to us
that'only those people who are safeguarding thelr own vital interests, loved
pnas'and things most valueble can fighttas the Eoreans do. Ve think‘thét it
hes nothing to do with the "North Korean Commmists”, What matters here 1is
‘thet Korean people have reallzed scomer ard better then anybody else that they
are in dangef of belng deprived of theilr freedoﬁ.and natiohal‘indepenience.
We have often heard how bitterly the Korsans condemn Syngmen Rhee who 1s
isolated from the people, and with what admiretion they gpeak 6f General Kim
I1 Sung. They call the latter the embodiment of their expectations and hopes.
Now WO frankly say we do not belleve thet Trumen and Attlee stand for peace,
indeed how can anyona believe 1t% If they atood fbr_peace, all the working
peoplé of our countries whd eagerly desire peece would support them.  Such
however 1s not the case, Everybédy wonders how on earth President Trumen and
Prime Minister Attlee can stend for‘pa&ce (Ggrhlsd) fighters for peace UN our
wn (Garbled) are hopélessly persecuted on their instructions. For example,
why is 1t that today in England the representative of the Fact Finding Commission
of the Internatiocnal Women's League who came to Korea, upon her return home is
beling treatgd little hetter then & hunted criﬁinal? She has done nothing that
conld possibly cemse inconvenience to anyoms, All thet she has done has been
to exert her main influence in the fulfilment of & cause of peace which 1s
demanded by the majority of the peoples of the world, Similar acﬁions are to
be used, we hear, ageinst the Canadian delegate to the Fact Finding Commission
of the Internationsl Women's League by the Caredien authorities. We all know
how often wars have broken out in the history of our peoplesa. But ha%e they
bettered the lives of the overwhelming mejority of the peoples in our countries?
To, we are confident thet the vest majority of the people on our globe do not
vant wer. Who then wents wer? War is necessary for those, we are convinced
of this, whose fectories and mills work for waf; end who seek foreign markets
for their high priced and therefdre“longllain (Garbled) commoditles. We consider
thet most of the higher renking govermment officials In our countrles are
insepsrably connected with such people and thelr uﬁderlings. They try to seize

/éverything
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‘everything in their own hands. In South Korea, for insfance, they took
possestlon of land, mills and factorles, gold and graphite mines, all of
which beldnged to the Korean people. . - Those persons want to kesp all these
'things at the cost of a gea of blood, shed by their. poor countrymen and the poor
:péoples of other countriss. By now we have clearly realised for what purpose
the blood of hundreds of thousends of men, women and children 1s being shed in
rivers in Korea, and for wﬁét'purpose are belng levelled the houses of the
Korsans who desire to build their life Independently without benefaction of
American imperiallsm. No, we do not went any more decoitd, No, we do not
want to watch any longer how‘théfimyarialists end their agents builld up their
wolfare, and make fabulous profits at the cost of nisfortune; sorrow and blood
of the peoples. It is fitting here to enumerste soms of the karbargus acts
comitted by some of the so-called "Unitsd Nations Army' here 1in Kores. .

Sgt. Clifford L. Noel, Company (C) 65tk Engineer Combst Battalion,
25th3infantry'Division, states: "I have seen hundfeds of towns and citles
coﬁplétely destroyed by the United Statés alrcraft and meny bombs almlessly
dropped on fields, rice paddies, etc., where there could possibly be no military
targets, I distinctly récall'bﬁe.instancs‘that heppened during the first week.
of March, A group of United Statés“prisonars of war were belng marched -through
the city- of Prongyeng when & fliglit of bombers flew -over. ‘They released thelr
bombs ‘and flew on, Iater the AlL Clear sounded end we continued our merch.

We passed through the erse where the boubs hadAfgllén;;r-Irsaw one womsn who had
besen cut sqﬁarely In half by shrapnel end er old lady with her leg blowm off;
she  wes nearly dead, 1t was & ‘terrible sight. The city of Pyongyang ltself was
in ruins, Churches, 'schools, buildings, theatres ete. were laid flat by bombs,
‘everything of value had long since been destroyed, yeot they continue to bomb
‘and strafe every day”. | .

Pfc. Willlam F, Sher, Compeny (F), 38th Infantry Regiment, -2md Infantry
Division geys: "I must admit I didn't knéw the full facts as to what was reslly
goinig on until my arrival in Korea, as world events hadn't interested me much
as & clvilian/” But upon my arrival in Seoul and seeing the terrible destruction
caused by the bombing, the misery cdused to the little children and the aged
people, it depressed and hurt me to think that once egain I pust witness

Jurnecessary
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unnecessary destruction and suffering”.

\ Some intereeting light 18 also shed on thie berb&roue Indiscriminate
bombing by figuree publighed in the New Times msgazine No. 31951 "The
followlng Tigures are indicative of the destruction caused by United States
forces. - In the town of Hnang Joo, leee than 500 buildings remain out of
'8,060; in Sinijoo ebéut 1,500 buildinge have survived out of 12,000;. in

Man Phojin only some 200 buildings are left out of 15, 000 In North Koreae
alene American planee have wrecked or burned eut approximately 7,500 villages

- and hemlete".’

' S Theee eye-witneee accounts and indieputeble figuree from the. @gw Times
. nmagazing. prove’thet the Hegue and Geneva Cenventione have been broken time end
time agedn by the eggreeeive forces in Kores. ‘The rules eetebliehed at the.
Hague in 1923, Article a2, réads; Vﬁer_el bombardment for the purpose ef
terrorizing the civili&n pepulatien and destroylng or demaging privats property
not of a militexry nature or of injuring non comhatante 1is prohibited”., = The -
wilitary forces which are vaging war against the Kbrean people are mnot the
"United Kations Army" but the very. aggreseive ermw of the American imperialists.
We can't call such a force a United Netiene force. Were it really the instru-
ment of the Unlted Natione wnuld 1% dere commit the indescribable etrocities
whioh have Just been described, eeuld it eenction the dropping of time bombs
into the atreets of Ryengyang ee we have witnessed with our own eysa. Well

do we' remenmber how Indignant the Americen people became when the Hitlerites
used time bowbs against London. The headquartere of this aggreeeive army
which ls directed by the ruling circles of the United Stetee ‘heve commltted all
these outragsous crimes and ave gti1) comnitting them. But 1t mst be remembered
howsver that not: eliﬁthe Members of the United Nations are bent on instigeting
& third world wer, for es recently as 23 June 1951 Jacob Malik, .the Soviet L
delegate, stated on the radio programme "Yalue for Poace"; "The Soviet pecple
are convinced thet the belligerent countriee eheuld negotiete a ceage flre
armistice, with the eimnltaneeus withdr&wal as their first measure, of their
troops from the 38th Perallel“ - ’

/ As for us
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As for us we no longer want to fight and shed our blood for. the .
imperialists of Wall Street end the City., We hate war. We want peace end a
free and heppy life. We were fbrtun&te enough to be taken priscner by the
Eorean Péeplefs:Army; If the war goes on, however, meny of our frismds in the
Unlted States and Britlsh forces will die & meaningless. death on the battleflald
end lmnocent Foreans top will lose thelr lives. We therefore will fight for
the cause of peace evem though our Govermments are agalnet it, Ve, the Central
Commlttee, United States British War Prisonsrs Peace Organlzations, representing
the great mejority of the United States amd British priscnors.of var.in Kcroa, .
appsal to you to exert-your utmost o acocmplish._the:fcllowing: (1) the 'wlthdrawsl
'of ail %oreign troops from Korea and.to allow the Koreen.people to effect settle~
ment of their intermal affairs; (2) the comclusion of & Five Power Peace Pact
a8 urged by the World Peace Council; (3) that the inhumen bombing of Koreen
eities,vtowns and villages, with the slaughter of over one million innocent
civilianse, besides the enormous number of casualties suffered by the scoldiers
of the '"United Netions Forces" and Syngman Rhee's puppet army (599567 from
25 June. 195" to 25 June 1951) be sxposed to the peoples of the world so that
they wiil fight to end this useless but savage ageressive war in Korea;

(&) the withdrawal of all United States military forces from the island of
Taiwan (Formﬂsa) and let the Chinese people settle their own domestic gffairs;
(5) admitting the Central People's Govermment of the Peopls's Republic of Chine
to the United Netions Organilzation,

_ We, the. Central Committee, United States British Wer Prisoners Petice
Organization in Korea, request that our volces shall not be disregerded and that
~iwe prisoners of war shall receive a reply to the proposalé brought in this
appeal, entrusted by the overvhelming mejority of the. foreign priscners of war
wanded together in the United States British Wer Priscners Peace Committess
Nos. 3, T end 12, the Central Committee, Unlted 3tates British Wer Priscners
Peace Organizations: President, Ambrose H. Nugent, Captain, 52nd Field Artillery
Battallon, ghth infantry Division; Vlee~Fresident, Ronald A, Cox, Royal Ulster
Rifles, 29th Brigede; Secretary, Leroy Carter, Jr., Corporal, Headquarters
Battery, 503 Fiesld Artillery Battaiion, 2nd Infantry Division; Menmbers:

/Bdvard F. Spencer,
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Edward F. Spencer, Rifleman, Company. (2), 1st Battelion, Royal Ulster Rifles,

20th Brigade; Harold L. Kaschko, Captein, Battery (C), 28th Field Artillery
Battallon, 2nd Infantry Division; .J‘:éahn R, Porter, Master-Sergeant, Compé.ny (¢,
24th Regiment, 25th Infantry Divisioﬁz; Jeff D, Erwin, 2nd Lieutenent, 30th Field
Artillery Battalion, 2nd Infantry Di;krision; Robert H. Chyers, Privete, Head-
quarters Compé.ny_, ‘63 Fi1:14 Artlllery Battelion, 2lth Infantry Division; -Haydar
Oztury, Sergeant, 15th Company, Turklsh Brigade.

T/1 pim.





