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1. The Committee 

on 16 November and 

considered this item at its 1528th, 1548th and 1549th meetings, 

12 December 1972. For its consideration of this item the 

Committee had before it the report of the Secretary-General (A/8856) to which was 

annexed the report of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations International 

School. The Committee also considered a note by the Secretary-General (A/C,5/1483) 

and a report by the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 

(A/8708/Add,l6) concerning the financial implications of the draft resolution 

(A/C.5/L.l096) proposed to the Committee in the course of the discussion, 
' 2. In a statement before the Committee at its 1528th meeting, the Chairman of the 

Board of Trustees of the School spoke, inter alia, of the School's long-term 

financial difficulties and of the deficit which was mainly the result of a shortfall 

in the enrolment of children from the United Nations community, of the failure of 

income from the United Nations International School Development Fund to materialize, 

and the disappointing yield from the sale of the Picasso stamp. The Chairman 

stated that, unless there was a major involvement of the United Nations in helping 

to establish the School as a financially solvent institution, it would lose its 

identity as the United Nations International School and become merely another 

private institution, A partial solution to the School's financial problem would be 

a~ increase in the education grant to the United Nations staff members from the 

present maximum of $1,000 to a level of $1,500 in order to encourage the return 
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to the School of some of the children of United Nations staff members who had been 

forced to leave because of the sharply increased tuition fees during the past t1ro 

years. 

3. At the 1548th meeting, the representative of Iran introduced a draft 

resolution (A/C.5/L.l096), on behalf of Austria, ~. Sweden and the United 

Republic of Tanzania, in the operative paragraphs of which the General Assembly 

would, inter alia, decide to increase the maximum of the education grant from 

$1,000 to $1,500 effective 1 January 1973, urge that consideration be given to 

increasing bursaries and appeal to Governments to continue to assist the School, 

especially by providing scholarships and making available qualified teachers. 

The delegation of Colombia joined the list of sponsors. 

4. Delegations taking part in the discussion on the draft resolution expressed 

concern over the School's recurring financial difficulties, There was general 

agreement that the School provided an educational service of a unique international 

character, and that it was essential to preserve its international identity, The 

tuition fees had risen sharply during the past two years, whereas the education 

grant had remained unchanged since 1969. Moreover, the proposal to increase the 

grant was one of the recommendations made by the Special Committee for the Review 

of the United Nations Salary System in its report to the current session of the 
1/ General Assembly.-

5. Various suggestions for generating income for the School were made by one 

delegation at the l548th meeting; among them was a suggestion for the establishment 

of a special committee to solicit funds from banks, philanthropic organizations and 

other institutions. It was suggested that contributors would in turn be entitled to 

send some of their children to the School, The hope was expressed by some 

delegations that the Board of Trustees would continue its efforts to find ways of 

soliciting funds .• 

6. One delegation stated that it was unable to support the draft resolution 

(A/C.5/L.l096) because the question of the education grant was an individual aspect 

of the over-all study carried out by the Special Committee for the Review of the 

United Nations Salary System and, in its opinion, should not be considered in 

isolation. 
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T. At its 1549th meeting, the Committee adopted the draft resolution (A/C.5/L.l096) 

by 59 votes to 8, with 8 abstentions (see para, 9 below). 

8. The Committee was advised that, should the General Assembly decide to approve 

that draft resolution, the additional appropriations required, as set out in the 

note of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/1483), would be taken into account during the 

second reading of the budget estimates for 1973 under the relevant sections of the 

budget, 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE 

9. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the 

following draft resolution: 

United Nations International School 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,g/ 

Recognizing the important role of the United Nations Int7rnational School in 
providing international education facilities of a high academ1c and cultural 
standard for children of the United Nations community in New York and the need to 
preserve the international character of the school, 

Noting that this international character is being endangered by the diminishing 
percentage of the enrolment of children of United Nations staff members, 

1. Decides, subject to review by the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth 
session, to increase the maximum of the education grant provided in staff 
regulation 3.2 from $1,000 to $1,500, effective l January 1973, and to amend staff 
regulation 3.2 accordingly; 

2. Urges, as increased funds become available in fUture years through the 
operation of the United Nations International School Development Fund, that 
consideration be given to increasing bursaries, to the extent practicable, and 
using them as a means of attracting additional children from members of the 
diplomatic and consular corps who do not receive a substantial educational grant 
from their Governments; 

3. Appeals to Governments to continue to assist the United Nations 
International School to the extent possible, especially by providing scholarships 
and making available qualified teachers, 
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