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Letter dated lL October 1 fron the Pernanent etive of
tetl to the

unaxeo l\t ons Eddressed to the Presid.ent of the GeneraL

I have been asked. by the Prenier of Belize to transnit to you, on behalf of his
Government, the following rness&ge addressed to you conce$ing the statenent nade by
the d.istinguished. Minister for External Relations of Guatenala at l]ne 22\5i"h p1enery
rneeting of the Gene"al Assernb\y on 26 September 19?4, in which r€ference vas made
to Belize.

"fhe Government of Belize learns with disnay that the Foreign llinister
of Guat enala, speaking in the General Assembly on 25 Septernber 1974 quoted
Assenbly resolution 151\ (XV) to Justify the denial by his country of the
United llations principle of sel fdetermination to the peopl-e of Belize.

"This Governrnent enphatically denies that Belize is or has ever been an
integral part of the Republic of Guatenala and holds that no question of the
disruption of national unity or territorial integrity arises or caa arise in
respect of the cl-ain made by Guatenal-a to Belizealr territory. GuatenaJ-a
cl-ains telritory that is not, and never has been, theirs and. over which the
Belizean people claim the right to self-detemination. Tfris right is denied
to the people of Belize on].y because of the threat that Guateuala continuously
mskes of her det ernrinat i on to forcibly incorporate Belize as part of Guateuala.

trOn behalf of his Governnent, the Foreign l4inister o ne leara, atteupted
to argue that the Guatemal-an expansionist claim to Belize caa be ?econciled
vith the aspirations of the people, such a st atement is nereJ.y a coverb
restatement of Guatemalar s threat of incorporation. ghe declared aspirations
of the Belizean people is for the ri gtrt to self-deterninat ion, for the right
to become a free sovereign enrl independent nation, for the right freely to
become a menber of the United Nations. Belizean sovereignty is not for
negotiation. A]-l such claims to sovereignty over Selizean territory are
obnoxious to the aspirations of the Belizean people.
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"We wish to inform you, Mr. Presiclent, that the Belizean people go to
free snd democratic elections on 30 October nex0. Even during this perioil,
the people of Belize are united against the threat of Guatenalan absorpt ion
and rej-ct Guatenala's unfouniled clain. The Peotr)le'is United Party, the
paJty in governnent ' is preparing the Belizean people to assume the
responsitilities of intlelett-auo"". The nanifesto upon whictr the people will
be called upon to vote is entitled tThe Manifesto for the rndependent 3elize'.

"The Belizean Governnent repeats its message of last year to the
united Nations (A/9\66) that the peace-loving peopte of Setize wish onlv to
live in peace with their neighbours aJrtl to exercise their fundamental right
to self-deteyninat ion in accordance vith the unitecl Nations charter. lle
would. be obliged, Mr. President, if the members of the General Assenbly couLd'

receive this message f?on the Governnent of BeLize."

f shoul-d be grate flr1 if you ltou-ld have this message circulated as a clocument

of the General Assenbly unde" a6enda iten 23.

( Si84gq) Ivor RICHABD




