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Israel to tr-t" u"itEa- rlatio"J "qat"=""a 

to t

I have the honour to refer to your note of 17 September 1971 and to the

special report of the conni ssioner-General- of UNRWA (a/8183) and to enclose

herewith a copy of a statement issued' on IB Septenber I9?1 by the Permanent

l,4ission of Israel regarding recent developments in the Gaza area'

In this connexion I should J-ike to point out that dlLrine the nonth of

June 1971 agents of Arab terror organizations nurdered in t1"e Gaza avea 29 Arab

inhabitants and vounded 153. Tn July, they murdered ]3 Arab inhabitants ' and

the figure for August was five dead and 36 rsounded' i\iost of the victirng were

Tefugees. Du-ring the first three veeks of Septenber two pelsons vere ki1led

ard thTee vound ed..

The neasures ta,ken by the Israeli authorities in the refugee camps of the

Gaza are€,, and referred to in the above-nentioned report' aimed at putting an

end. to the acts of ter"or and nurder ' direeted against the local Arab population'

It is, therefore, noteworthy that, as indicated by the aforesaid figures ' bhe

Israeli measures have aLready met with considerable success and have' in fact'

saved. the lives of refugees and other Arab inhabitants vho othervise liouId have

fallen victim to the terror campaign'

t have tlre honour to request that this letter and the accompanying statement

be circulated as an official document of the General Assembl-y'

(sieneo) Yosef 'IEKoAII
peit-anent Repre s entati ve of lsrael

to the United Nations
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STATEMENT BY SPOKXSMAN OF' THE PERI,IANENT NIISSION OF ISMEL REGARDING
THE UNITD NATIONS REPORT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN GAZA AREA

Egypt and other Arab States have instigated and supported a campaign of
indiscriminate terxor in the Gaza area. The main victims of this campaign have
been ]ocal- Arab inhabitants. Terrori.st activities have invorved the throwing
of bombs into crowded streets " the kilring of innocent vomen and children and
the murder in hospitar-s of Arabs wounded in previous terrorist attacks. These
acts are aimed at spreading violence and insecurity anid.st the loca1 Arab
population so as to prevent improvement in its situation and to keep it in
the conditions of misery and congestion created during Egyptian occupation.

rn the period June 1957-June 19?r, Arab terror organizations killed
2I9 Arab residents of the Gaza area, including 51 women and 29 children. and
\r'ounded 1,311+ focal- Arab inhabitants, includ.ing 118 wonen and, p39 children"

ft is Israelrs responsibility, as stipulated also in Secr..rrlty Council
resolution 47 0967) of l-l+ June fg67, to ensure the safety, ffelfare and
seeurity of all the inhabitants in areas under its control_.

Because of overcrovding " the congested layout of houses and other
circumstances, such as the large number of dilapidated structures " refugee camps
have offered especially convenient cond.itions for terror operations. rnd.eedo
Tefugees resid.ing in camps have constituted a large part of the victims of
terrot attacks in recent months. rn view of this situation, rsraeli authorities
have been eompelled to take the necessary measures !o ensure safety and security
in refugee camps. This has necessitated the construction of access roads within
the camps, involving in certain places the demolition of some d,,re1lings.

A11 possible safeguards have been tsken to avoid undue hardship to
inhabitants of the houses thus affected. No dernolition has taken pr-ace unless
alternative housing, of at least equal standard.r was provided to the occupants
of the house. Tn most instances, the new accornmod.ations are of a higher
standard. If the occupants preferred new housing of their own choice to
acconmodations offered by the authorities, they were free to avail themserves
of such housing. The evacuees received financia.r grants to defray the cost of
raoving into the new acconmodations. Arrangements Lrere made to enable the
evacuees to continue in their old emplolment. lrhenever necessary, new empl-oyment
'i,ras provided.
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The Israeli authorities have informed the United Nations that those

refugeeswhohavemovedtohousingmadeavailableatEl-Arishandwhovishto
retuTntotheGaza'areav-i].fbeabletodosoassootlashousingfacilitiesare
ready for them in that area.

During the l-9 years of Egyptian occupation of the Gaza Strip the area

hadbeenvirtua]lyaconcentrationcamp:itspopulationsubiectedt'oendless
restri.ctions' deprived of freedom of movement, baTred flom sources of ]-ivelihood. 

"

terrorized by a railitary r6gine of repression' The jails Eere filled rdith

po1itical suspects and torture Inas connnonplace '

In contrast vith the oppression and expl-oitation of the 1ocal popuLation

by the Egyptian rulers, the Israeli authorities have fo]lowed a policy of

consistent efforts to prox0ote wel-l--being and d-evel-opment in the Gaza area'

Ninety-five per cent of iob seekers, including refugees' are provided' r'iith

work, as comparecl with the extensive forced unernplolment under Egyptlan

occupation. The number of ind.ustrial vorkshops has risen since 196T from 230

to600andthenuxdbelofworkersenployedinthemhasincreasedfronl"S00to
5,000. A new industrial centre is being constructedin the northern part of the

Gaza Strip, which at this stage slready provid'es enploynent for hundreds of

persons, most of them refugees. six vocational schooLs have been built providing

education for 1,500 trainees, J0 per cent of then refugees' Several hundred

othertralneeshavealleadycompletedtheirstudiesandhavegoneintoprod.uctive
work. A modern infrastructure is being establ,ished, including netvorks of roads

and electricity" The obsolete water system is being inproved and extended'

The construction of a wharf has begun in Gaza. It vill- constitute the beginning

of a Ioca1 port with a capacity to handle about 2O0,O0O tons of cargo annually'

A modern central dispensary vas recently inaugurated providing nedical services

of a 1evel previously unknovn in the area' There has been a considerable rise

in the general standard of living and in the average fanily income"

The Government of Israe1 carefully fo11oved. the €rave d.evelopments in other

countries such as Lebanon, vhere authority over the refugee camps passed in fact

into the hands of the terror organizations, and Jord-an ' where the Jordanian

authorities, in order to naintain government control in the camps ' "esorted 
to

extrene security measures including artillery bombardment of refugee canps

resulting in the killing and vounding of large numbers of refugees - menr women

and children. 
I
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Terqol an i+< naF+- has handled the security probfem in the camps in a

rnanner which caused to the refugees no more hardship than that which occu.rs

in any area und.ergoing the process of urban iuprovement.
It should. be pointed out that as a resul-t of the above measures, terror

activities in the Gaza area in general, including terrorist activities ained
at Arab refugees, have drastically dirninished.




