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UNTTED NATIONS PROTECTION OF THE HOLY PLACES,iN PATESTINE

The Gensral Assembly,

Having regard to its resolutions 181 (IT) of 29 November 1947 and
19k (III) of 11 December 1948,

Considering the obligation of the United Nations to emsure the

protection of, and free access to, the Holy Places in falestine, end to

preserve the peace in Jerusalem,
Recognizing the »rofound interests of the world commnity in this matter,
’Determinigg that for the purpose of the present resolution:

"Holy Places” shall be understood as those places, builldings and
sites which were regardsd on 1: May 1948 as holy places, religlous
buitdings end sites or which subsequently mey be acknowledged as such,

"Jerusalem area"” meens the city of Jerusalem as cefined in part ITI,
ssction B, of the Plan set out in resolutlon 181 {IT)} of the General
Agsembly dated 29 November 1947,

"Commissloner" means the United Netioms Cowmlsslioner sppointed under

| article VIT of the pressent resolution, '
Regolves '
1. To invite The Govsrnﬁents of the States In Palestine to pledge

themsélves-before the Unlted Nations to:

{a) Observe human rishts and fundemental fresdoms and, in particular,
freedom of worship and freedon of education}
{b) Refrain from any ac$ thatlwould endenger the saieguarding of Holy
Places in their territories; e
(¢} Guarantee to mationals of their ftates and non-naidionels iree
access to Holy Places in their territories;
(4) Observe and maimbein all the existing rights end privileges of
ghurches and religious commnities, especially those regarding Holy
Places in thelr tewritories;
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(e] Levy no tax in reepsct of aﬁy Holy Places which was exempt from:
such taxatioﬁ on 1k MayllQhS anc to make no change in the inéidane of
ény form of taxation Which‘would either digeriminate between the owners:
and. occupiérs of diffewvent Holy Places o woulé:place such owners and
occuplers In a pogition leass favouraﬁle in relation to the general
incidence of that form of taxation then existed on 1 May 19&8;

(£} Demilitarize the Jerusalem ares in progressive stages in
consultation with the mixed Armistice Commission, as provided for in
article XI of the Armistice Agreement of 3 April 1949, and to bring about
complete demiliterization of that area not latér then three months aiter
the coming into effsct of a peace settlement betwesn the States in
Palestine;

(t,) Carry out in good faith the obligations and provisions lald down in
sectlon 2 of the present resclution, and to co-operate fully with the
Commisaioner in the tasks imposed on him by the present resolution.

2. To establigh, in order to ensure the protection of and free eccess to

the Holy Pl@ces in Palestine, an international regime I'or ths Jerusalem.areé
ag set Torth in the following srticles: -
Article T

The supervision of the protection of and free access to the Holy
Places in Palestine shall remain the concern of the Uhited.Natibns.
The Commissicner eppointed pursuant to Article VII shell éxercise’this
supervision on behalf of the Uhited.Natidna.: |

Article IT

The Holy Places shall be preserved, and no act shall be permitted

which may in any way impeir thelr sacred cheracter.
Artlcle IIT _

1. 1If any question arises as to whether eny place, building or site
is to be regarded as a Holy Place, the Commissioner shall decide.

2, . If any quesﬁion arises between any religlous communities in
‘cormexion with any Holy Places, the Commissioner shall decide on the
bagls of existing rights. '

3. Any party affécﬁad.by a decislon of the Commissloner under
varagrash 1 or 2 above'maylappeal to the Special Court mentioned under
Article XIIIL,

Artlele IV

Should & visitor or pilgrim be denied access, visit and tranelt

to Holy Placés, the Government concerned gbell inform the Commissioner

of the ireagons thereof.

Rl

[hrticle V
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Article V
Rights and privileges of religious commmnities asg well as of
'eduoétional and cuitural eétablishments, cheritable institutions and
hosnitals which were in force on 1h May 1948, ghall be maintained.
Articles VI
1. Without prejudice to the provisions of the Lrmlgtlice Agreement
tke Jerusalem area shall be demilitarized in progressive stages in
consultation with the mixed Armistice Commission. Complete
demilita:ization will be ﬁut into effect not later than three months after
the coming imto effoct of & peace settlement between the States in
Pelestine. |
2. The jurlisdiction and control of each part of the Jerusalem area
will te exercised by the otate éoncsrneé; subject to the powers of tihe
Comulssioner with regard to this grea.
3. The States concerued shall not establish or maintain any
central nolitical or edminlstrative organs in the Jerusalem area.
Article VIT

1. There shell be & United Natlons Commissioner to be apoointed by

the:Secretary—Ganeral of the United Netions, on the nomination of a
Committee of the General Assembly coneleting of the eleveﬁ metbers of the
Security Council. He shall be responsible to the Gemeral Assembly and
wey bo dismissed by it. He shall report annually bto the General Assembly,
an mey also make special reports to the appropriate United NWations organs
whetiever he deems necessary. His tertn of office shall be five years.
His'Headquarters shall be Government House. There shall also be a
Deputy Commlesioner, appointed by & similar prbcess, whe shall be
regponsible to the Commissioner and may be dismissed by him, subjebt to
the approval of the Secretary-General of the United Nahions. His term of
office ghall be five years., The Deputy Commissioner shall asslst the
Commissioner and shall replace him in the event of his absence or
dimability. . ﬂ |

2. The Commissioner end the Deputy Commissioner shell not be
selected from amnng.nationals of the State of Israel ox of an .rab {tate
nor from among residenis of the Jerusalem arez.

3. The Commissionsr shall be authorized to appoint and erploy under
temborary contracts the euxiliery administretive persomnel necessgary for
the carrying out of his functions.

- Article VIIT

The functions of the Commisgsioner shell be:
(a) Those given to him by articleas I, III, and XII;

/(B) To supervise
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{b) To supervise the implsmentation of articles IT, ¥V and VI,
1 and 3;
(¢) To eneure the protection of and the free access to Holy Places
1n the Jerusalenm aiea.
Article IX
Th@ Commlssioner shall be empowered to employ undsr Lemporaly
contracts such guards as he thinks necessary for the verformance of his
functions In the Jerusalem ares as well as to assure his own security
and that of his staff. The salafies, allowances and adminlstrative
expenses of the Commissioner, Deputy Commiésioner end the staff of the
Commlgsioner including guards and administrative psrsonnel, shall be
included in the annual budget adopted by the General Assembly and shall
be paid by'the Unlted Nations., These salaries and allowances shall be
exempt from taxation.
Article X
The Commissioner shall be empowered:
(2) To defer or suspend the application of laws, ordinsnces,
regulations end administrative acts pertaining 4o the Jerusalem
area which ln his opinion impair the rights and Immmnltles and
privileges to be provected, or prejudice the interests of the
international commmnity; ‘
(b) To issue In gases in which, notwithstanding his reguest, the
eppropriate authorities fail to do so, orders or regulations for
the maintenance of public order and safety, necessary for the
protection of and firee access to the Holy Places in‘ths Jerugalem
aresa. |
Article XI
The police forces of the local authoritles concerned shall assist
the guards of the Gommissionef in the performance of their duties upon
the request of the latter.
o Article XTIT
If at any time 1t appears to the Commisa}oner that any Holy Place 1s
in nesd of urgent fepair, he mey call upon the community or denomination
or section of the community concerned to carry out such repair. If the
repair 1s not carried out, or is not completed within & veasomable time,
the Commissicoer may himself carry out or complete the repair. The
‘eXpensss incurred shall be charged to the Govermment conceimed. Such
exXpensaes méy be recovered from the commnity or denomination or section
of the commumity concerned, sﬁbject'to exisﬁing righits.

JArticle XIII
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Artlcle ¥TTT

1. For the Betdlement of any dispute arliging from the implementascion

of this resolutlon betveen the Commissioner and either or both of the
Governments conceined theire shall be established a special Court. This
Court will consist of the Consuls General or Consuls of Belglum, France,
Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Pcland, Union of Soviet Socialist “epubllcs,
Unlted Kingdom and Unilted States of Americe aceredited to the Jeruselem
area. -

2. Decisions of the special Court shall be binding upon the narties.,
3. The_Oourt ghall estebllsh ite own rules of procedurs.

Article XIV

Within the terms of this resolution concerning the Tunctions of the

Coumisgioner the General Asseibly mey fiom tims to time supdlement the
powers conferred upon him Tor the performance oi these functions.
N Aytlele XV .

The terms of section £ of the present resolution shell be reviewsd
by the General Asgembly after.a period of thiee years from'éhe date of
1te adoption.
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