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CELEBRATION OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

IMPLEMENI'ATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF 
INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL CO{.JTIJ"TRIES AND PEOPLES 

Letter dated 5 October 1970. addressed to the Secretary-General 
by the representatives of Algeria, Burundi. Cameroon. Central 
African Republic. Chad, Congo (Democratic Republic of). Ethiopia, 
Gabon, Gambia, Ghana. Guinea, Ivory Coast, Kenya. Lesotho, 
Liberia. Libya. Madagascar. Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius. Morocco, 
Niger. Nigeria. People 1 s Republic of the Congo. Rwanda. Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan. Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab 
Republic, United Republic of Tanzania. Upper Volta and Zambia 

to the United Nations 

On instructions from our respective Governments, we have the honour to transmit 

herewith the Declaration on the contribution of the Organization of African Unity 

to the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations and of 

the tenth anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples, adopted by the Seventh Ordinary Session of the Assembly of 

Heads of State and Government which was held at Addis Ababa from 1 to 3 September 

1970. We would be grateful if this text could be issued as an official document of 

the United Nations General Assembly in connexion with agenda items 21 and 23. 
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(Signed) M'hammed YAZID (Algeria) 

Felix MAGENGE (Burundi) 

Michel N1JINE (Cameroon) 

Michel ADAMA-TAMBOUX (Central African Republic) 

Bruno BCHIADI (Chad) 

Theodore IDZUMBUIR (Congo, Democratic Republic of) 

Y. TADESSE (Ethiopia) 

,Jean DAVH: (Gabon) 

B.O. SEMEGA-JANNEH (Gambia) 

Richard Kaximilian AKWEI (Ghana) 

El Hadj Abdoulaye TOURE (Guinea) 

Simeon AKE (Ivory Coast) 

Joseph ODERO-JOWI (Kenya) 

M.T. MASHOLOGU (Lesotho) 

T{a than BARNES (Liberia ) 

~ansur R. KIKHIA (Libya) 

Blaise RABETAFIKA (Madagascar) 

Seydou TRAORE (Mali) 

Sid-Ahmed OULD TAYA (Mauritania) 

Radha Krishna RAMPHUL (Mauritius) 

Ahmed Taibe BENHIMA (Iv:orocco) 

Soumana OUSSEINI (Niger) 

Olu ADENIJI (Nigeria) 

Nicolas EONDJO (People's Republic of the Congo) 

Fidele NKUNDABAGENZI (Rwanda) 

Ibrahima BOYE (Senegal) 

Charles E. WYSE ( Sierra Leone) 

Abdulrahim Abby FARAH (Somalia) 

FAKHREDDINE Mohamed (Sudan) 

Alexandre J. OHIN (Togo) 

Rachid DRISS (Tunisia) 

E. OTEMA ALLI MADI (Uganda) 

Mohammed Hassan EL-ZAYYAT (United Arab Republic) 

Salim Ahmed SALIM (United Republic of Tanzania) 

Louis-Dominique OUEDRAOGO (Upper Volta) 

Vernon Johnson Iv];lA.AJ.'V.GA (Zambia) 
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DECLARATIOlT m-r OAU CONTRIBl;TI.ON Tfl TPE CELEBRATHm OF TFE 

25th ANmVERSARY OF THE IJ~TITED N/1.TIONS, Nm OF THE 
10th ANNIVEr..S/:.RY OF THE DECLARATION m: THE GRAf1TING OF 

HlDEPEMDEt!CE TO COLONIAL COUt:TRIES Arm PEOPLES 

A. The Council of 'finisters recommends to the Seventh 0rdinary Session of 
the Assembly of Heads of State and Govern!'lent that the Organization of /,frican 
Unity celebrate the Twenty-fifth f..nniversary of the birth of the United nations 
Organization and the Tenth /\_nniversary of the Declaration on the ?,ranting of the 
Independence to eolonial countries and peonles by issuing a declaration and ~an­
dating the Chairwan of the Seventh 0rdinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of 
State and f,overnment to represent the Organization at these celebrations. 

B. The neclaration includes, inter alia, the following: 

1. Despite the fact that twenty-five years have elapsed since the inception 
of the United Nations Organization and ten years since the Declaration on the 
granting of Independence to colonial countries and peoples, millions of Africans 
are still under the yoke of colonialism and racist domination and are deprived 
of freedon and indenendence. Racial discrimination and anartheid still orcvail 
in South Africa and assuMes the most obnoxious forms. 

2. The ne~ation by colonialist and racist regi~es of the right to self-
determination and independence of African peonles and its resort to force and 
violence to crush down liberation movements is no douht the reason hehind the 
present tension orevailing in Africa. This ne~ation poses a threat to world 
peace and security, imnedes international co-operation and hinders the economic 
development of African States, since an atmsohere of security and peace is a 
pre-requisite for such a development. 

3. The escalation of military nrenarations by colonialist and racist re­
gimes threatens the security and territoria1 integrity of African States and 
jeopardizes the right of African peoples, which are explicitly set down in 
the United Nations Charter. 

4. The extension of econo~ic assistance to the racist and colonialist re­
gimes throueh foreign invcst~ents, and military assistance, throur.h shipment 
of arms of establishment of armament indus~ries on their territories is, in 
effect, an act designed to assist the oopressor and nerpetuate aggression. 
It is therefore a failure on the part of f(ember States to fulfil their obliga­
tions under the U. N. Charter. The latter bind the signatory n~1ers to sunpress 
aggression and enable oeo~lcs under foreign rule to practise their right to 
self-determination an:lindepen<lence. 

5. rroreover, the failure of sone Hember States and in particular some rnen­
bers of the Security Councjl to fulfil their international obliRations in ac­
cordance with the U.N. Charter and the obstinate refusal by the forces of 
aggression of racist and colonialist regimes to irnnlement the U.N. resolutions 
has led to a deterioration of the situation and to mountinp tension in North 
and South Africa , particularly in Angola, Hozarnbique, Guinea Bissao, South 
Africa, the occupied territory in the United Arab ~epublic, ~Tamibia and Zimbabwe . 
Had those racist regimes implemented the resolutions of the United Nations and 
observed the provisions of its Charter , these nroblems would have been Fell 
on the way to being solved and vorld peace and security soundly established. 
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6. Africa's fo.ith in th,: United nations as an instrument designed to mafo-
tain world neac0 ~nd s~curity, e11hnnce neHceful relations and nositive co-opera­
tion betwec!1 Henbci;::; ,:Z the .:.ntc1national community, and its faith in the prin­
ciples.of the Jnit~J nation~ CL~r~cr has been clearly expressed and confirmed 
by the Charter of the 0qcur,.i.. -:atfon of Africc;n TTni ty. Africa's dL:sire for peace 
on the continent, 11c:..- 11eo;,le;-3' lc:,:. r,in? for a neaceful, secure and calm life, 
drive her to exert all efforts in order to strenrthen the llnited ITations and 
enhance the prestip8 of th:tr, 0r ~_&ni:: 2.tion. 

7. The United T-J.'.lt:i c. 1.:, Cc",:-, n~·,cr he effective in ensurtng vorld peace and 
security unlE:ss itc r'e,..:;2 :..·c 2.:::-e ,~eten:1ined t0 enhance its nrestire, honour 
their obligations in co~f 0r~:ty t1ith the Charter end devote their efforts to 
imnos e its author~. tf. 

8. 'fer.1bers of the United nc:.:.:.: 11:_; s 110uld Gt:-ive with nll their might to save 
future zencrntions froi:i the rcc:.:·~· ,~e (,f ._ , 2.::.- ,ud e•,Tils of colonialisl!l and racial 
discrimination tl-:.:lt }:-rought Hn,;~l r.:c--..,ki.1el nlsfffY heyond descrjption. 

9. At the 24th session c,f the U.E. G<2ne :cal /,ssembly, Africa made an appeal 
to the racist ac1cl c0lonif:::.isL re1~i;,'.e3 to c.bs e rve their international obligations 
in the interest of Leacc. II~wcv~r, ttn~e re~imes turned a deaf ear to the appeals; 
indeed, they obstru::.i:\:!d 2lJ. E.ff,:irts l,:,, the: iut e:i. national co!l'.munity to bring 
about peace. 

10. In vieu of this, ~frica cnlls on all States hackin~ the racist and colo­
nialist regime:::, p:-.rtj cularly thc,se exteriding them military and economic assis­
tance to refl-nin frcrr: doing so. /',frica also .::.alls on all lJ. n. !1embers to take 
effective nens u:..cs , hc1th individually or collectively to cornnel those states 
defying U.N. authority to iMole~ent its resolutions. It finally invites the 
permanent riembers of ci,::: Sec:urity Council who have the main resvonsability of 
safeguarding international neace and security not to onnose measures likely 
to heln the colonial ncoo les and territories to achieve their independence, by 
making use of the:L:- pre:-O 3:H tives durin~ debates on colonialis1'1 at the Security 
Counci.1. 

11. The failu-::e oi: the U.!·1 • as .:-:.:1 instn .. r1ent for the maintenance of peace and 
security, and thE. ~~o~~:i0n of G ~~~i~e c o-0~cration ar~ng nations will lead to 
an inevitable cntf' . .:;i::-'loI:e . It wi ll euco1.:.rage the world to resort to force and 
violence and will c.arr:; f ·.:: to t~1 ,.~ bri.nk of a wa·r ~-1hich U .N. Charter has been 
trying, through its n;..-ovisic::s s..-:.d i,rntitutions, to prevent and save from Mankind 
its scourge and afflictions. 

12. The i',frican continent thus aryneals to the international community to start 
a new era in the history of international rela tions that should be distinguished 
by the prevalence of ;1ea.::e anrl secnri'.::y and by co-operation and friendship bet­
ween nations. Horeov,'.:!r , it :i:::f i -:: ·1s -Lt:, fir,n determination to liberate its terr­
itories from the :.e: ,;1_." 7ii°'i of col :~liali::;m, ::hat for:r. of domination which, for 
centuries has existed m::OL<('s!: •t.::;. Africa ;::_lso de clares that it will spare no 
effort and will mobili~e ~:i.1 1:'"r m:~flns to he :L') those African peonles struggling 
for their freedr;;:i c ,,d ~.::.:cr,c~1:1eu:c. 1'.f1. ic:.i ,,iilich lns exoerienced the bitterness 
of colonialism occ,..:pd:icn 2.nd r::.,: ti::l discrimin,::·.'.::ion, will certainly not shirk 
its resnonsibilities n11d o~:~gatio~3 tot1ar:c i~s sons~ still sufferinB under 
the yoke of colonialism, occuuation and racial discrimination. 
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13. This century ~hich nas witnessed the most atrocious wars ever known to 
mankind, has also witnessed the peooles of the t,10rld rising in solidarity to 
repell the Nazi aggression nerpetrated against Eurooe. 

14. Taking into consideration the responsibilities of the big nowers in the 
maintenance of international peace and security, Africa calls unon them to 
accelerate the advent of cornnlete disarmament. It commends the efforts alrea­
dy declared during the twenty-five years which en:l it hy the signing of the par­
tial treaty on limitation of nuclear armament. It hones that these efforts 
will continue and that the big oowers which nossess the mesns for massive des­
truction will reach an agreement with a view to nutting an' end to the armo­
ries in the interest of ryeace in the world. 

15. Comolete disarnament Hill release immense resources which will help 
to accelerate the efforts hein~ made by under-develoned countries in the 
field of economic development in puttinp, at their disposal in the context -of 
the U.tJ. Decade on Develonment, the necessary funds which thev need so much, 
This U. r1 • would have contributed to safeguardinp: international neace in res­
pect of the objectives and orinciples of the Charter. 

16. On the occasion of the Tu~nty-fifth tnniversary of the United Mations 
and the Tenth Anniversary of the celebration of the Declaration on grantinr 
independence to colonial peoples, we hope that the entire vorld will rise in a 
concerted effort to resist the ap,gression of the reactionary forces of racism, 
ignorance, economic exnloitation and political and social oporession throughout 
the world. 




