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PART IT

1. Under apenda item 76, the Fifth Committee considered the budget estimates
for the financizl year 1972. The Committee recommends a gross appropriation of
and an estimate for income (other than income derived from staff

assessment) of The net expenditure for 1972 is thus estimated at

2, Ags regards the Working Caﬁital Fund, the Committee recommends that the

fund should be maintained for 1971 at the level of $LC million.

3. The Committee also recommends an estimate of as staff
assessment for transfer in the course of 1972 to the Tax Equalization Fund, from
which credits are distributed to Member States in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 973 (¥) of 15 December 10955,

k, For its examination of the budget proposed for 1972, the Committee had
before it, as basic documents, the 1972 hudget estimates submitted by the
SecretarymGénerall/ and the related report of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions.gj Revised estimates for various
appropriation sections were considered on the basis of subsequent reports of the
Secretary--General and the Advisory Committee,

1/ Official Records of the General Assermbly, Twenty-sixth Sessien,
Surplement No. 6 {A/8L06).

2/ Ibid.. Supplement Fo. 8 (A/8408 &nd Corr.l and 2).
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GENERAL DEBATE

5. The general discussion on the budget estimates for 1972 took place in an
atmosphere of serious concern over the urgent financial difficulties of the
Organization. This concern was reflected in the preoccupatien of some delegatiens
with the necéssity for adopting austerity measures and by the concern of a number
of other delegations with ensuring the ability of the Organization to respond
effectively to the needs of developing countries in the spirit in which the Second

United Nations Development Decade had been proclaimed.

Financial situation of the Organization

6. In an oral statement {A/C.5/1376) before the Fifth Committee at its 1L42Tth
meeting., the Secretary-General informed the Committee that the Organization, after
10 years of deficit existence, was now in a state of "near and hoveless
insolvency'. Its cash resources were depleted to the extent that, in meeting its
most basic obligations, it was literally "living from hand to mouth" having to
resort to borrowing from special funds and accounts in his custcdy substantial
sums the repayment of which, in the ahsence of effective remedial measures, could
not be firmly assured. In fact, the Organization had reached the stage at which
it was difficult to continue its current activities, much less contemplate new or
expahded programme initiatives. The Secretary-General stated that in the absence
of voluntary financial support from the larger contributors, he would have no
alternative but to introduce a series of "restrictive measures' the objective of
which would be to arrest any further increase in the deficit by ensuring that
expenditures did not exceed the resources actually available. These measures
would, of necessity, be of an arbitrary nature and potentially disruptive of
important activities and services. The Secretary-General felt, however, that he
should refrain from making such recommendations while consultations were still in
progress under the geod off%ces of Ambassador Hambro, the President of the
twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly, in an effort to find a means of
resolving the Organization's urgent financial difficulties.

7. Ambassador Hambro, in an oral statement before the Committee at its 1k36th

meeting, recalled that he had sent an appeal in the form of an aide-mémoire to all

Member States earlier in the year in which he had outlined steps which in his

/...



opinion needed to be taken for an over-all solution of the deficit problem.
Ambassador Hambro's comprehensive plan included suggestions for the liquidation

of the "current deficit”, for the liguidation of the unamortized portion of the
United Wations bond issue, and for an acceptable settlement of the guestion
connected with perts of the regular budget which were the target of controversy.

. The basis of his approach had been that positions of principle which Member States
had taken must be fully respected but that, at the same time, it should be
realized that the safeguarding of the contimued functioning of the Uniﬁed Nations
in the future was in the common interest of the entire membership. Although he
did not think it appropriate at the time to give details of the progress of his
consultations, Ambassador Hambro felt that the major Powers had recognized the
seriousness of the problem and the necessity for voluntary contributions. A
number ‘of delegations, in the course of their general statements on the budget
estimates for 1972, expressed their appreciation for Ambassador Hambro's
initiative in trying to find a long-term solution to the Organization's financial
plight. Scen represehtatives announced their delegations' willingness to
participate constructively in Ambassador Hambro's consultations. An announcement
made by the representative of France at the 1434th meeting of the Committee that
his Government had decided to make the equivalent of approx1matelv $3.9 million
available to the Secretary-General as a voluntary. contrlbutlon was welcomed by
many delegations participeting in the general discussion.

8. In his statement (A/C.5/1376) before the Committee, the Secretary-General had
stated that more than $50 million of debts incurred for past and present -
peace-keeping operations remained unsettled. Some delegations called attention to
the fact that non-participation by some Member States in the financing of certain
peace-keeping activities for reasons of principle was largely responsible for the
chronic deficit., These delegations welcomed Ambassador Hambro's effort to restore
the Organizaticn's solvency without prejudice to positions of political or legal
principle. The validity of such positions was moreover no longer reievanﬁ to the
present problem. -What was at stake transcended any one Member State's position of
principle and all Member States should join in an effort to resclve the problem.
9. It was suggested by many delegations that only the major contributors could
bring about an easing of the financial crisis by making substantial foluntary

contributions. Others felt that if the major contributors took such an initiative
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smaller contributors would be stimulated into making some sacrifice on their part.
The survival of the United Nations was in the common interest of the entire
memberéhip. Moreover, some delegations observed, any solution of the problem
needed to take inte account the opinions of the smaller nations if it was to prove
effective. To this end, it was surgested that a small working group, representative
of all shades of opinion, might be organized to study all aspects and proposals on
the matter with a view to making concrete recommendstions thereon.
10, Certain delegations saw as a solution to the long-term deficit problem the
exclusion from the resurlar budget of those items of expenditure which they
considered to be in contravention to the Charter and to which they did not
cbnt ribute. ‘
11. ©Some delegations called for a régime of strict economy within the QOrganization.
One delegation pointed out that responsibility for the Organization's near insclvency
did not rest with a restricted group of countries but with all Member States,
ineluding the developing countries. Member States should be more realistic and Lear
in mind the limited resources at the disposal of the Organization; they should not
expect unlimited programme eXpansion. '
12. BSeveral sugpestions for achieving econcmy throuph administrative, financial
and programme restraint were advenced as solutions to the financial problem. These
suzgestions, inter alia, called for measures to curtail the level of staff and
increase its productivity, to re-examine programmes with a view to eliminating
low-pricrity areas, to eliminate to a great extent the use of gutside consultants
and temporary assistance, to reduce documentation and to decentralize some of the
units at Headguarters to parts of the world other than Hew York City. It was
pointed out, however, that while such measures could help reduce the level of
expenditure and thus improve the immediate cash deficit, they would be mere
palliatives that would not in themselves provide a solution to the long-term deficit.
13, 'The delays occcurring in the nayment of assessed contributions were mentioned by
several delegations as one of the contributing factors to the cash deficit:; the need
for Member States to pay their full assessed contributions on time was emphasized.
It was suggmested by one delegation that a deadline be set for the payment of yearly
assessments and that Member States failing to pey their assessment in full by
‘that date would then have their contribution for that year increased by the amount

of interest which would have otherwise accrued to the Organization between that
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date and the date final payment was made. This interest plus income from revenue-
producing activities and year-end surpluses could be used to replenish the

Working Capital Fund.

Level of the budget

14. Some delegations viewed with concern the continuing inerease in the level of
expenditure under the regular budget. It was anticipated that estimated gross
expenditure for 1972 would amount to approximately $215%5 million, an increase of
about 12 per cent over the 1971 expenditure appropriation. Such an increase wes
unacceptable and, in view of the Organization's present financizl difficulties
strict economy was called for. It was pointed cut, morecver, that the growth in
the United Fations budget was not in proportion to the increase in the national
incomes of the majority of Member States. As a result, many Member States were
finding it difficuit to pay their contributions and fell into arrears: this
situation, in turr, worsenesd considerably the precarious financial state of the
Organization. One delegation observed that the notion that there was an
cbligation on the part of Member States to support exaggerated increases in the
budgets of the United Nations was unacceptable, especially since it did not
necessarily follow that such increases resulted in proportionate increases in
miltilateral assistance to developing countries. ' ‘

15. Other delegationsg were of the opinion that the growth in the budget was a
natural and desirable outcome of the incréase in its membership and activities.

The sum of 5215 million estimated as the level of requirements for 1972 was not a
very impressive or significant sum for a world organization, especially when
compared with the colossal amounts spnent on unpreductive means of destruction. IT
a parallel had to be drawn between the growth of the United Nations budget and that
of national budgets, the comparison should rather be between the growth in defence
expenditure of national governments and that of the United Nations budget because
United Nations expenditure should be examined in the context of peace and security.
16, It was the view of many delegations that a linking of the financial situation
with the level of the budget was an unrealistic approach. It was not in keeping
with the princiﬁles of General Assembly resolution 2748 (XXV) which stated,

inter alia, that as a consequence of the zdoption of the International Development

Strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade it was desirable that
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there be a suitable growth in the Organization's activities, and itrged Member
States to consider devoting an increasing level of resources to its budgets. It
was pointed out by these delegations that the 12 per cent increase in the 1672
over the 1971 level of the budget was to a very significant extent a reflection
of the inflatory trends which had resulted in increased administrative and
construction costs, and to currency fluctuations arising out of an uncertain
monetary situation. The amount of increase attributable'to new and expanding
activities in 1972 hardly exceeded 1 per cent of the total increase. If the
Intérnational Development Strategy was to achieve its purpose in the next decade,
Member States should be prepared to face the fact that the budget would grow.

What was required was that s balance be struck between the needs of the Member’
States and their capacity to provide the Organization with the resources required
to meet the demands placed upon it. This balance should be maintained not through
the imposition of arbitrary ceilings or artificial rates of growth but rather
through budgetary discipline, co-ordination, planning, the setting of priorities
and, in light of the present financial emergency, through self-restraint.

17. One delegation observed that there was a need for Member States themselvgs
when making final recommendations involving expenditures in the various substantive
" Committee to adhere more strietly to the basic financial discipline called for in

rules 154 and 155 of the rules of procedures of the General Assembly.

Comments on other subjects

18. The various topics commented upon by delegations in their statements during
the general debate which were the subject of specific conaideratior by the
Committee at a later stage in its deliberations, are dealt with under "Special

subjects"” in paragraphs 20 to 150 below, or under the relevant agenda items.

Reservations expressed in certain sections
of the budget ’

19. Reservations were expressed by some delegations regarding the inclusion ip

the regular budget of some of the items under sections 12 and 17, including the -
United Nations bond issue, the financing of the United Nations Commission for the
Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea and the United Nations Memorial Cemetery
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-in Korea, and sections 13 and 14, Technical programmes; which they considered to

be in ¢ontraVention to the United Wations Charter. It was the views of some of

these delegations that the latter sections should be financed solely from

voluntary contributions and not from the regular budget. Other delegations

reserved their leng-standing position of principle with regard to chapter IIT,
section 12, United Nations bond issue that since in their view the funds raised
on these bonds were utilized exclusively to cover expenditure resulting from
peace—keeping operationg they should be financed on the principles approved by
the General Assembly for that purpose rather than on the same basis és‘the

regular expenditure of the Organizatibn.
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SPECIAL SUBJECTS

First reading

Section 3. Salaries and wages

20. The Committee consideréd section 3, Salaries and wages, in first reading, at
its 1hLEth-14both, 1452nd-1455¢h, 1457th and 1458<h meetings during the pericd

from 2 Hovember to 18 November 1971. In the course of the general debate on the
budget estimates for 1972, a number of delegations commented on the subject of
staffing reguirements and much of the concern expressed at that time was reilterated
during the first reading of the estimates under section 3.

21. Scme delegations objected to what they considered to be the constant increase
in staff and to the Seecretary-General's request for new posts in 1972 at a time
when the Organization found itself in critical financial difficulties., These
delegations were of the opinion that the growing needs of the Organization should
be met with the existing staff and that what wag really needed was increased
productivity through better management and redeployment of staff. Attention was
calied to the observations of the Advisoyy Committee on Administrative ard Budgetary
Questions in paragraph Y40 of its report~f on the budget estimates for 1972 wherein,
referring to the manpower utilization survey being conducted by the Administrative
Management Service, it suggested that in the next phase cof its work the Service
should place mere emphasis on productivity, particularly in areas where cutput
could bhe measured with some degree of accuracy.

2¢2. Certain delegations commenting on the surveys carried out by the Administrative
Management Service observed that contrary tg expectations the survey had not
succeeded in improving productivity and, by so deing, reduce the number of staff.

A good part of the Organization had been surveyed and there wés no evidence cof
reductions in staff; most of the new posts requested by the Secretary-General

were for units of the Secretariat which had already been surveyed.

23. A number of delegations wefe seriously concerned over what they considered

to be an undue reliance by the Secretariat on the use of outside consultants and
temporary assistance. These delegations concurred in the observations made by the

b/

Advisory Committee in paragraph 124 of its report— to the effect that individual
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experts and consulbtants should be erployed only when the necessary expertise 18 not
availabie in the Sccretuoriat. At the 14L8th meeting the delegation of Poland
proposed the following paragraph ror inscrtion in the present report:
"The Fifth Commitbee reguests the Joint Tnspection Unit to include
in its programme of work for 1972 an over-zll review of the question of
experts and consultants hired by different services of the United Nations

and to subnit its report, with any rcolated reconmerdations, to the General
Assembly at the twenty-seventh session.”

Other delegations supported this proposal and at its 1L5Tth meeting the Committee
decided to adopt the paragraph as proposed.
2k, At the 14LGth meeting, the delegation of the Union of Soviét Socialist

Republics, motivated by the fact that it found it unreasonable to consider further
increases in the Secretariat staff in light of the sericus financial situation,
introduced draft resolution A/C.5/L.1065 in the operative paragraphs of which it
proposed that the staff in 1972 be kept at the 1971 level, that the financing of
all provisional posts be discontinued as from 1 January 1972 and that the
Secretary-General urgently undertake a study and subtmit suggestions for reducing
substantially the number of cutside consultants and temporary staff by increasing
the preductivity of the permanent staff.

25. At the thBrd meeting, the representative of the United States of América

stated that he shared the concern expressed by maany delegations regarding the
constant increases in the staff of the Secretariat and its increasing reliance on
the use of consultants and temporary assistance as well as on overtime. In view
of the existing financial situation his delegation was of the opinion that
aasterity measures were called for and therefore proposedéj that the Fifth Committee
take the following decisions with respect to section 3 of the budget estimates for
1972:

(1) To approve, with respect 1o chapter I of the initial estimates for
sectioﬁ 3, only those new posts requested by the Secretary-General that have bheen

specifically recommended or approved by the Administrative Management Service (AMS);

Ej Circulated as a conference room paper.
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(2} To consider, on the basis of the special circumstances in each case,
reqguests for new established posts arising from decisions taken subsequent to the
preparation of the Secretary-General's initial budget estimates;

(3) To apply a turnover deduction of 80 per cent to new established
Professional” and higher-level posts approved for 1972, and a turnover deduction
of 40 per cent to new established General Service posts approved for 1972,

(4) To appropriate for 1972 for chapters II, III and IV of section 3 the
gsame amounts of money as were expended for those chapters in 19T7C; namely,
$1,770,424 for chapter IT, $2,821,548 for chapter IIT, and $1,419,874 for
chapter IV

(5) To approve no new provisional posts for 1972 but to approve the
continuation into 1972 of such posts provided for in 1971 and not converted into
established posts.

26. At the 1L54th meeting, the representative of Saudi Arabia introduced certain
amendments (A/C.5/L.1067) to the draft resolution of the Soviet Union (A/C.5/L.1065)

which he stated were primarily intended to make it more flexible by giving the
Secretary-General discretionary ﬁowers, after consultation with the Ccntreller,

to increase staff rescurces in 1972 if he felt it was imperative to do so and
provided the increase did not exceed the amount of new posts he had proposed in
his estimates for 1972. The amendments of Saudi Arabia also proposed, inter alia,
to modify the proposal made by the Soviet Union to discontinue all provisional
posts by calling instead for asn "aspproximate annual 5 per cent elimination of the
present staff, for a pericd of three years, without undue hardship if possible,

to be achieved by the pooling of professicnal and secretarial work in departments,
where feasible".

27. At the 14L5th meeting the delegation of the Soviet Union in proposing certain
amendments to its draft resoclution (A/C.5/L.1065) stated that it did so after
taking note of the cconcern expressed by some delegations that its

adoptidn would be detrimental to the implementation of the econcmic and soeial
programme for the Second United Nations Development Decade. The amended text of

the draft resolution (A/C.5/L.1065/Rev.l) read as follows:

fovs
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"The General Assembly,

"Noting the need for the intrcduction of greater restraining in the
expenditure of the resources of States Members of the United Nations for
administrative management purposes whieh, together with other measures,
would help to create a scund financial basis for the work of the United
Nationg, ‘

"Emphasizing that considerable opportunities exist for the successful
implementation of economic and social programmes by improving the efficiency
of the staff of the Secretariat of the United Nations, with better
organization, improved leadership and the elimination of duplicaticn,

"Decides:

{a) To maintain the manning table of the Secretariat of the United
Nations at the 1971 level in 1972;

(b) To include in the 1972 budget appropriations for the retention of
provisional staff engaged by the Secretariat before 15 November 1971;

{c) To discontinue in future, with effect from 1 January 1972, the
finaneing of all new posts for provisional staffing requirements;

(d) To provide that appropriations under chapter II (Temporary assistance
for meetings}, chapter IIT (Other temporary assistance) and chapter IV
(Ovértime and night differential) requested by the Secretary-General iu the
budget estimates for 1972 (A/8406), representing a total of $UST,525,000,
should be reduced by 20 per cent, the reduction to be distributed among the
three headings by the Secretary-General on the basis of practical
considerations;

{e) To request the Secretary-General to organize the work of the
existing staff of the Secretariat and the secretariasts of the regional
economic commissions in such a manner that the measures incumbent upon the
Secretariat in connexion with the implementation of the Seccnd Development .
Decade can be carried out in full.™

The amendments proposed by Saudi Arabia (A/C.5/L.1067) to draft resclution.
A/C.5/L.1065 were not incorporated in the revised text of the draft resolution.
28. At the same meeting, the delegation of the United States announced that in
order to meet the view of those delegaticns which felt that the retrenchment
“proposed in paragraph 4 of its proposal should apply to individual experts and
consultants rather than to temporary assistance in general, paragraph 4 had been

amended to read as follows: .
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"5 appropriate for 1972 for chapters IT, IIT and IV of section 3

the same amounts of money as were expended for those chapters in 1970;

namely, $1,770,42L for chapter II, $2,821,548 for chapter TIT and

$1,419,874 for chapter IV. In reducing chapter IIT by $1,155,452, an

attempt should be made to apply &5 per cent of the total reduction tc

'individual experts and consultants'.” '
29. Many delegations expresced sericus reservations concerning the twe proposals
before the Committee, i.e. that of the Soviet Union and that of the United States.
These delegations saw no 1ink between the level of budget expenditure and the
financial crisis. It was their opinion that, as was evident from the informaticn
furnished by the Secretariat at the reguest of delegations regarding the
administrative and financial implications of the two proposals, any reductions
beyond thoge already recommended by the Adviscry Committes would accomplish
nothing more than to seriously affect the work programme of the Organization
and hamper the objectives and achievements of the Second United Nations
Development Decade.
30. Some delegatisns were concerned with the effect of the United States proposals
of the three new posts requested for the establishment of the French-Language
Unit in the Press and Publications Division which were intended to respond to a
request expreased by the FPifth Committeeé/ during the twenty-fifth session of
the General Assembly after the Administrative Management Service (AMS) had completed
its survey of the Office of Public Information (OPI). The proposal put forward
by the United States would exclude those posﬁs gince they had not been recommended
by AMS. In renly to this concern, the representative of the Secretary-General
explained that following the survey of OPI, the Controller and AMS had recognized
that the posts in guestion would be'necessary. The delegations commenting on the
matter noted that the three posts which had been appro#ed for the French-language
Unit would not be affected by the proposal in paragraph (1) of the United 3tates
proposal., |
31. At the 1L58th meeting, the delegations of the Soviet Union and the United
States did not press for a voie on thelr proposals in view of the appeals
addressed to them by some delegations in the courss of the discussion. Many
dslegntions expressed their apprecistion for the splrit of co-operation and

understanding shown by both delegati&ns.

§/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-fifth Session, Annexes,
cazenda item 73, document A/8099, peras.fo-G2,

/..
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3z. 'The recommendation of the Advisory Committee for an appropriation of
$92,809,200 under section 3, Salaries and wages,was approved by 68 votes to
10,with 1 abstention.
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Section 15. DUnited Wations Conference on Trade and Development

33. During the first reading of the estimates for 1972 under section 153, United
iations Conference on Trade and Development, at the 1463rd meeting of the Committee,:
‘some delegations requested additional information on the arrangements covering '
overhead costs relating to the technical co-operation activities of the

International Trade Centre.

34, Some delegations called attention to and requested clarification of paragraph
15.68 under section 15 of the budget estimates for 1972 (A/8406, Vol. II) vherein

the Seeretary-General had statedd that in light of an agreement reached between the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and the Secretary-General of UNCTAD tb
increase the budget of the Inernational Trade Centre so that the Centre could

provide the necessary supporting services for implementing projects assigned by the
United Hations Development Programme (UNDP), no appropriation was being requested

for that purpose in 1972. One of these delegations commented that it was
indispensable that the Centre should continue to receive a part of the overhead

costs allocated to the United Mations for the execution of extra-budgetary projects.
35. Replying to the questions raised regarding the afrangements covering the

sharing of overhead costs relating to the Centre's technical co-operation

activities, the representative of the Secretary-General explained that in the past
the United NMations had; under procedﬁres established by the General Assembly,.
received the entire amount paid to it by the UIDP covering overhead costs relating

to technical co-operation activities and credited this amount to the organization's
income sections. The corresponding expenditures associated with implementing the
technical assistance projects were provided for in the regular budget and were thus
an offset against the overhead income. In 1971, an amount of $50,000 was included in
the nited Hations regular budget for the Centre, representing the estimated share of
overhead costs accruing to it in connexion with UNDP technical assistance projects
implemented by the Centre. This provision was not repeated in the 1972 estimates
because at the time the estimates were prepared it was not known what new UNDP
procedures regarding overhead costs might be adopted by the Governing Council. Since
then, the Governing Council of UNLCP had approved a prbcedure for reimbursing

overhead costs relating to hoth Special Fund and technical assistance projects at a
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rate of 13 per cent of project costs paid out in 1972, i.e. a single percentage
would apply for all projects and the overhead costs would be ineluded in the various
project budgets. An amount would bhe set aside for reimbursement of such costs
airectly to UNCTAD and the overhead costs of such projects would no longer appear

in the United Nations regular budget as a credit to income., A fair and esquitable
method of sharing overhead reimbursements between UNCTAD, the Trade Centre and the
United Hations would be established based upon the various services provided by each
in implementing projects. |
36. In reply to the question regarding the agreement mentioned in paragraph 15.68
of the budget estimates for 1972 (A/8406, Vol. II), the Secretary-General of UNCTAD
stated that it would have been more accurate to say that, given the circumstances
and, in particular, the current revisions in UNDP overhead procedures, the.
Director-General of GATT and the Secretary-General of UNCTAD had asrrived at a
provisional understanding to inelude in the Centre's budget for 1972 the services
necessary for implementing UNDP projects. WNo appropriation was being requested for
1972 under the heading of overhesad costs for the above reason. The matter would,
however, need t¢ be re-examined in 1972, when it was hoped that UNDP might agree to

assume a larger share of the overhead costs.
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Section 16. United Nations Indushrial Development
Organization

37+ During the first reading of section 16, United Nations Industrial Development
Crganization (UNIDO}, at the 14Thth meeting, the representative of Austria

apveared before the Committee to report on the progress made in the construction of
the provisional headquarters for UNIDO as well as on the planning of permanent
headquarters for UNIDO and the International Atomic Energy Agency {IARA) which
includes construction of a conference centre.

38. Concerning the provisional headquartérs of UNIDO, the representative of Austria
stated that the continuing growth of UNIDO had made it necessary to put a second
office building at its disposal which will bhe located next to the presently occupied
building. Work on the second btuilding was expected to terminate by the third
quarter of 1972 and would provide for about 200 persons.

39. As regards the planning and construection of the permanent headouarters for
UNIDO and IAEA, after thorough consultations with the two organizations, the
Austrian Government and the City of Vienna had decided to select for execution the
project submitted by the Austrian architect, Staber. In view of the importance and
size of the project the Austrian Government and the City of Vienna jointly
established a company whose purpose it would be to carry out this project
efficiently and within the shortest time possible. Subseguently, the Austrian
‘Government, in agreement with the City of Vienna, decided on the size of the
proeject.,

Lo. Accordingly, the Austrian authorities will, at their own expense, provide UNIDG
with office space to0 accommodate 1,813 persons as of 1977; 85-per cent will be
accommodated in the headguarters building and the remaining 15 per cent in the
common service area or in the separate conference area., Further accommodation will
be provided for U453 more persons in order to take intc account a possible 5 per cent
incresse in staff per year during the periocd from 1576 to 1682, A similar

amount of office space would be made available to TAEA. Thus, by 1981, the

Austrian Government and the City of Vienna would be providing UNIDO and IAFA with
office space to accommodate more than 4,500 persons. The representative of Austria

stated that, upon completicn of the btuilding project, which would bhe twice the size

/i



-17-

of that originally offered by his Government, the Government of Austria would
consider its obligations towards the United Nations in this regard as being fulfilled
and terminated.

41. Several delegations took the floor in order to convey to the Austrian
Government, through its representative, their thanks for the excellent contribution
it had méde to the United Nations Organization. The Fifth Committee decided to
express 1ts sinecere gratitude and appreciation to thé Government of Austria for its
generosity and for the efficient manner in which it had undertaken the establishment
of the provisional premises for UNIDO and the planning and construction of the

permanent premises for UNIDO and IAEA,



-18-

Honorarium of the Chairman of the Advisory Committee
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions

42. The question of the increase in the honorarium of the Chairman of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions was discussed in the Fifth
Committee at its 1bkk2nd and 1443rd meetings. The Secretarj—General, in his report
(A/C.5/1365), recommended that the honorarium of the Chairman of the' Adviscry
Committee be increased from $5,000 to $25,000 net a vear beginning in 1972,
provided the Chairman is not actively engaged on behalf of his Government or other
bod&. In making this recommendation, the Secretary-General had taken into
consideration the views expressed by several delegations in the Fifth Committee
during the twenty-fifth session and of the then Chairman of the Advisory Ccmmitteei/
to the effect that the honorarium should adequately refleect the considerable
responsibilities attaching to the post, the increased ﬁorkload of the Committee and
the necessity of maintaining its independent and objective character.

43. The Advisory Committee, in paragraph 7 of its related report (A/8408/Add.3),
concluded that the Secretary-General's recommendaticn could be regarded as
reasonable, on the understanding that the Chairman would not be actively engaged on
behalf of his Government or other body, that he would at all times give first
priority to the work of the Advisory Committee and that he would not accept other
assignments which might impair his objectivity.

LY, 1In the course of the discussion on this subject, one delegation expressed
certain reservations regarding the desirability of sueh an increase. Tt was the
opinion of this delegation that the independent character of the Advisory

Committee would be undermined if its Chairman were to receive an honcrarium which
had been equated with the salaries of the top echelons of the‘Secretariat staff.
Moreover, although it was doubtlessly true that the work of the Advisory Committee
had increased over the years, it was still of a sessicnal nature; there had been
no qualitative change. Furthermore, if a decision was taken to inerease the
honorarium to such an extent it might create a precedent for other bodies whose
members received similar emoluments. In the opinion of this delegation the
question reguired further study. Other delegations concurred in these views.
Attention was also called to the serious financial situation in which the

Organization found itself and te the urgent, need for economy.

T/ loid., aserda item 79, document A/8265, paras. 11 and 12.



45. Other delegations, however,.pointed out that the Chairman of the Advisory
Committee was not appointed by the‘Secretary-General and was independent of the
Secretariat. There could be no question of jeopardizing his independenhce and
integrity. The proviso that he should not be actively engaged on behalf of his
Government or any other body was an important one; .it tended to ensure his
independence and integrity. The Judges of the International Court of Justice
received similar emoluments without there being any doubt cast on their integrity
and independence. Taking into account the steadily expanding workload and the
qualifications and experience required for the Chairmanship of the Advisory
Committee, the recommended increase was in their opinion reasoﬁable. The payment
proposed, which was considerably less than the emoluments of the top echelons: of
the Secretariat, was an honorarium and could not be regarded as a salary. The
view was also expressed that the position of the Chairman was a unique one and any
deeision taken on the honorarium did not necessarily create a precedent for other “
similayr cases which should be decided on their own merits.

L6, At the 1442nd meeting, a proposal made by the representative of Argentina that
a decision on the matter in guestion be deferred until the twenty-seventh session
was rejected by a vote of 49 to 18, with 10 abstentions.

47, At the same meeting the representative of Belgium proposed that the Committee
might ineclude in its report to the General Assembly a statement to the effect that
its decision should he regafded/as a sui generis case in view of the very special
functiong of the Crairman of the Advisory Committee.

Lg. Af its 1413rd meeting the Committee adopted, by 47 votes to 1k, with 17
absténtions, the proposal that the honorarium »f the Chairman of the Advisery
Cormittee on Administrative and Budgectary Guestions should be increased from
$5,000 to $25,000 net per anpun effective 1 Janmuary 1972.

Lo, ™he Commithes nlso adopted, without objection, the reccmﬁendations cf the
Advisory Committee contained in paragraph 8 of its report (A/8408/2dd.3) defining
the circumstances in which a subsistence allowance is payable to the Chairman

(see para. 151, draft resolution I).
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50. At the same meeting, and without objection, the Committee agreed to include

in its report the opinion that, in view of the special character of the functions
of the Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,
the present decision in respect of the Chairman's honorarium should not be

considered =23 setting a precedent.

/...
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Arrangements concerning emoluments and pensions of members of
the International Court of Justice

51. At its 1438th meeting, on 25 October 1971, the Committee considered the reports
6f the Secretary-General (A/C.5/1364) and the Advisory Committes on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions (A/8408/4dd.2) on proposed increases in the emoluments and
pensions of the Judges of the International Court of Justice,

52. After a short aiscussion on the comparability of the salaries of members of

the Internaticnal Court of Justice with those of national Supreme Court Judges or
their equivalent, the Committee decided, by a vote of T2 to 9, to adopt the
recommendations of the Advisory Committee, which consisted of certain modifications
to the proposals made by the Secretary-General, The Committee recommended for
adoption by the General Assembly a draft resolution which would give effect to those

proposals (see pa:a. 151, draft resoclution II).

Programme of major maintenance of and improvements to the Palais des Nations,
Geneva and extension of the Palais des Nations

53. At its 1465th and 1466th meetings, the Cormittee considered the report'of.
the Secretary-General (A/C.5/1390 and Corr.l) on the progress of the programme of
major malintenance and improvements to the Palais des Hations, Geneva as well as
his report (A/C.5/1389 and Corr.l) on the extension of the Palais des Nations.
The comments of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions
relevant to both matters were contained in document A/840B/Add.10.

S,  As regards the programme of major maintenance and improvements to the

Palais des Nations the Secretary-General in his sixth progress report on this
prograrme {A/C.5/1390 and Corr.l), explained that although the cost of this
pregramme, as approved by the General Assembly at its twenty~fifth sessiongj had
been estimated at $6,353,847, because of the revaluation during 1971 of the SBwiss
franc in relation to the United States dollar, it was now estimated at

$6,773, 847, an increase of $420,000. 1In order to finance the additional United
States dollar cost resulting from the revaluation of the Swiss franc, the

Secretary-General proposed that the annual appropriation for the years 1972-197h

8/ 1bid., agenda item 73, document A/8099.
/..
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be inéreased by $140,000 per year. Accordingly, the annual appropriations would
amount to $1,238,000 in lieu of the instalments of $1,098,000 which had been
previcusly authorized. 8Should further changes cccur in the rate of exchange

theze figures would have to be further revised. _
35. The Advisory Committee in paragraph 7 of its related report (4/8408/Aad.10)
concurred in the propecsal of the Secreﬁary-General and suggested that the Genéral
Assembly {a) authorize the Secretary-General to continue with the programme, at

an estimated cost of $6,773%,847 and (b) authorize an appropriation of

$1,238,000 under section 7, chapter VII of the budget for 1972, instead of the
$1,008,000 as previously authorized and included in the initial estimates for

1972. Accordingly, further annual appropriations of $1,238,000 would be needed in
1973 and 1974 to finance the balance of the programme.

56. The report of the Secretary-General on the extension of the Palails des Nations
(A/C.5/l§89 and Corr.1 and 2} was the third since the General Assembly approved
the construction project in its resolution 2488 (XXIII). In his report the
Secretary-General stated that the construction work had progressed more slowly
than he had expected when he had reported to the General Assembly at its
twenty-fifth session.g/ It now appeared reasonable to foreecast that part of the
new conference facilities would be operational late in the summer of 1972 and that
the whole of the extension should be operational by the middle of 1973. The
Secretary—Ceneral attributed the delay mainly to manpower shortage-in Geneva. The
original estimate approved by the General Assembly for this project in

resolution 2488 (XXIII) was $22 million. The Secretary-Ceneral was now submitting
revised estimates in a total amount of $29.4 million. In paragraphs 19-25 of his
report (A/C.5/1389 and Corr.l and 2) he explained the reason for the net increase Of
$7.4 million in the estimates and in part IIT of the report, he set out in detail
his prepesals for revising the financing arrangements for the project.

57. In its related report (A/8408/Add.10), the Advisory Committee expressed its
concern at the steady rise in the cost of the project since it had first been
approved. It observed that although certain circumstances, such zs rising prices
which increased the cost of the projeet, were beyond the control of the Secretary-
General, it was nevertheless coavinced that some of the cost increases now foreseen

r

9/ Ibid., document £/C.5/1331.
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might have been avoided or minimized if greater vigilance had been exercised in
the execution of the project and contracts. Moreover, the Advisory Committee was
not convinced that the latest target date for the completion of the project as
well ag the latest cost estimate could he regarded as final since experiénce
suggested that the possibility of further delays and, consequently, further cost
increases could not be ruled out. Accordingly, the Advisory Cqmmittée in
paragraph 23 of its report (A/8408/Add.10) suggested to the General Assembly the
creation in Ceneva of a small ad hoc committee to review the progress of work and
to advise the Secretary-General on any special problems, particﬁlarly those which
might have a bearing on the cost estimates currently before thé Assembly,

58. In light of the increase in the estimated cost of the project, the Advisory
Committee recommended acceptance of the Secretary-General's proposai that the
budgetary appropriation for 1972 for the extension of the Palais be ircreased from
$1.5 million to %2.5 million. With regard to the financing arrangements for

' repayment of the loan to the Swiss authorities, the Advisory Committee concluded
that it would be to the interest of Member States if the repayment were spread
“over 10 years instead of over 5 years as recommended by the Secretary-General, and
it recommended that amortization should begin in 1975 rather than in 1973 and
continue until 1984, Finally, the Advisory Committee, bearing in mind its
reservations in paragraph 19 (b) of its report (A/84L08/Add.1k4) concerning the
proprietyfof increasing the fees of architects and engineers as a consequence of
the increase in the cost of the building as was being contemplated by the
Secretary-General, recommended that the General Assembly approve the continuation
of the construction project within the total of the new revised estimates as .
proposed by the Secretary-General,

59. At the 1465th meeting the Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions and the Deputy Director-General of the United Nations‘
Office at Geneva replied to questions‘raised by some delegations on this subject.

60. At its 1L66th meeting the Committee took the following decisions:

[
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(a) Extension of the Palais des Nations, Geneva

The Committee approved by 61 votes to none, with T abstentions, the
recommendation of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions
in paragraphs 25 and 26 of its report (A/84%08/Add.10) and agreed to the suggestion
contained in paragraph 23 concerning the creation of an ad hoe informal committee
in Geneva (see para. 151, draft resolution III).

{b) Programme of major maintenance of and improvements to the
Palais des Nations, Geneva '

The Committee approved by 61 votes to none, with 9 abstentions, the suggestions
contained in paragraph T of the report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions (A/8408/Add4.10) and drew attention to the cbservations
of the Advisory Committee in paragraphs 4—6 of the same report (see para. 151,

draft resolution IV).

United Nations Building in Santiago, Chile

€1. The report of the Secretary-General on this subject (A/C.5/1396) dealt with:
(a) the proposed constructicn of an additional United Nations building in
Santiago, Chile (b) the construction of a separate building for the Lccuments
Research Center, and (c) the programme of modification end improvement to the
existing premises in Santaago:. The comments of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions relecvant to these mavters were contained

in document A/8L408/Add.11.

62. 1In accordance with the terms of General Assembly resolution 2746 (XXV)} the
Secretary-General presented revised proposals and cost estimates for the
construction of a new building to meet the needs of the Beonomic Commission for
Latin America (ECLA)} and the Latin American Institute for Economic and Social
Planning. The revised plan described by the Secretary-General in his report
(A/C.5/1396) excluded the original intention of providing accommodation for the
Documents Research Center for which it was now proposed to erect a separate
building with funds provided by the Government of the Netherlands. Additionally,
the ides of vroviding a library and cafeteria in the new building was also dropped
as had varicus architectural featureg which did not contribute to the basic purpose

of the project. It was the intention of the Secretary-General that the new

foee
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building should be used by the Latin American Institute for Economic and Scecial
Planning, at least in thé initial stages. The Secretary-General estimated the
total cost of the project to be $1,935,000 but, bearing in mind experience with
other construction projects that were undertéken during‘periods of inflation and
rising prices, added a substantial contingency provision to the estimates and
suggested that the total cost of the project over the three-year period required
for its completion would likely reach $2.5 million. |

63. The Advisory Committee, in paragraph 10 of its report (A/8408/Adda.11},
taking account of the arigin and nature of the Latin American Institute for
Econcmic and Sccial Planning, as set out in the ammex to its report, believed
that the question of the future of the Institute and responsibility for its
accommodation should be decided before a final decision was taken to proceed
with the proposed construction. The Advisory Committee recommended, therefore,
that the General Assembly seek the views of the competent organs (ECLA, the
Feononmic and Social Council and the United Nations Development Programme) in this
regard. The Advisory Committee slso suggested that the General Assembly might
wish to approve the provision of $500,000 requested by the Secretary-General under
section T, chapter IIT of the 1972 budget estimates for this purpose, and empower
the Advisory Committee to authorize a start in the project hefore the
twenty_éeventh gegsion of the Assembly should it be the view of the competent
organs that the Institute should be continued and that ECLA should continue to
provide it with accommodation. ’ ‘
64, As regards the construction for the Documents Research Center, the Advisory
Committee recommended that the Secretary-General proceed with the construection,
but noted that it would not favour a request for funds for this purpose from the
regular budget and that the actual expenses involved should be limited to the
genercus donation from the Government of the Netherlands.

£5. Concerning the programme of modification and improvement to the existing
United Nations building in Santiago, the Secretary-General reported that it would
be largely completed by the end of 19?1 and that the few remaining projects would
be completed during 1972. The programme was originally estimated to cost
$1.328,800, %hut the actual cost was considerably less. In 1970, the Secretary-
General surrendered an amcunt of $250,000 that had been approved and now estimated

that, of the $121,150, which would remain unswvent at the end of 1971, only
, /...
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'$71,150 would be needed during 1972. The Advisory Committee noted the Secretary-
General's intention to surrender the balance of $50,000 and recommended that he be
authorized to carry forward the amoupt of $71,150 to 1972.

66. One delegaticn voiced its objection.to‘the appropriation of funds for the
construction of the ne# building which was, in its initial stages, to house the
Latin American Institute for Economic and Social Planning until the results of

the study recommended by the Advisory Committee in paragraph 10 of its re@ort
(A/8408/Add.11) appeared before the General Assembly at its twenty-seventh session.
67. At its 1466th meeting, the Fifth cbmmittee decided by T2 votes to 1, with 1
abstention, to recommend to the General Assembly that it comcur in the '
recommendations of the Advisory Committee as contained in paragraphs 10-12 of its
report (A/8408/Add.11) and that it authorize the Secretary-General to carry forward
into 1972 the unencumbered balance of the funds provided in 1971 for the programme
of modification and improvement to the existing premises (see para. 151,

resolution V).

United Nations accommodation in Bangkok and
Addis Absaba

68. At its 1465th meeting, the Committee'consideréd the report of the Secretary-
General (A/C.5/1392) on United Natibns accommodafions in Bangkok, Thailand and in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The comments of the Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questicns relevant to both subjects were contained in document
A/8L08/2d44.8. o
69. The General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session authorized the Secretary-
General to proceed with the construction of new premises for the Economic
Commission for Africa in Addis Ababa and for the Economic Commission for Asia

10/

and the Far East in Bangkok™ in accordance with the proposal in his reports omn

11/ : . : - 12/

these matters— and the related recommendations of the Advisory Committee.

10/ General Assembly resolution 2745 (XXV) of 1T December 1970.

11/ O0Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-fifth Session, Annexes,
agenda item T3, document A/C.5/1325, paras. 21 and 22, and document A/C.5/1328,
paras. 17 and 18

12/ 1Ibid., Twenty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 8, document A/8008/aa4d.12,
paras. 27~36.
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The report of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/1392) was concerned with the progress
achieved on these construction projects during 1971.

T0. In his report (A/C.5/1392) the Secretary-General stated that work on both
projects waé some months behind schedule and that expenditures during 1971 for
both projects was likely to be about one sixth of the appfopriation approved by
the General Assembly. Nevertheless, the Secretary-General expected that, barring
major unforeseen problems, construction at both sites would be finished by the end
of 1973 as planned. |

T1. The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, in
paragraph 3 of its report (A/8408/A44.8) expressed the belief that the Secretary-
General would have to proceed very vigorously in the coming year if the target
date for completion was to be met and that, in view of rising prices, this was a
matter of great importance if the cost estimates were not to be exceeded.

Ta. One delegation paid tribute to the generosity shown by Emperor Haile Selassie
of Ethiopia in transferring to the United Wations the title to the existing '
buildings occupied by the United Nations at Addis Ababa, to the lands on which
they stood and to an additional plot of land for new construction.

T3, The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, to recommend fc the General
Asgembly that it take note of the observations of the Advisory Committee as
contained in paragraph 3 of its report (A/8L08/Add.8), that it agree to modify

the schedule of budgetary payments for the two projects endorsed in resolution
27hs (XXV)’and that it approve the new schedule of financing the projects as set
forth in paragraph 4 of the report of the Advisory Committee {A/8408/Add.8) (see
para. 151, draft resolution VI).

/enn
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Headquarters accommodation

Th. The subject of leadquarters accommodation was discussed at the 1Lb3rd, Lhhlhth,
1hksth, 14615t and 1466th meetings of the Fifth Committee, during the period from
29 Qetober to 30 November 1972.

T75. Under paragraph 1 of its resolution 2618 {XXIV), the General Assembly
authorized the Secretary-General to proceed with the execution of.a project for new
construction and major alterations to existing premises at United Nations
Headguarters in New York. The cost of the project, exclusive of the wvalue of the
land, which was to be donated by the City of New York, was estimated at $80 million
and the share to be borne by the United Nations Budget was not to exceed a maximum
of $25 million to be spread over a period of 10 years beginning in 1971. An
appropriate contribution from the United Hations Development Programme and the
United Nations Children's Fund, which would be occupying office spcce in the new
construction, was envisaged, The remainder of the funds required were expected to
be met through contributions and donations. During the discussion of the project
in the Fifth Committee at the twenty-fourth session of the General Assembly, the
representative of the United States stated that if the General Assembly would
endorse tﬁe project in question, the Congress of the United States would be
requested to authorize and appropriate in respect of 1972 a contribution not to
exceed $20 million.léj The Mayor of the City of New York had alsoc authorized an
announcement that he would seek a contribution to match that of the Federal
Government. 7

76€. In a report on the subject of Headquarters accommodation (A/C.5/1381), the
Secretary-General informed the General Assembly that it had not been possible to
complete the financial package envisaged to implement the construction project in
question. Pledges of financial support for all parts of the package had been
received, except for the contribution of %20 mililion which it had been hoped would
be received from the United States., The Secretary-General had been advised by the
Permanent Representative of the United States that although the United States
Congress had authorized the appropriation of such an amount, 1t had notlin fact

13/ Ibvid., Twenty-fourth Session, Annexcs, opgenda item TL, documént A/TOLE,
rara, 136. e .

/..‘;
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appropriated the necessary funds. It appeared to the Secretary-General that, under
the circumstances, the pian which had been approved by the General Assembly, was
unlikely to be implemenfed. Meanwhile, the $2 million which had been appropriated
under the regular budget for this purpose in 1971 would not be utilized nor would
the $1 million requested in its initial estimates for 1§72 be pressed for
appropriation, except as the General Assembly might agree or direct.

f7. The question of the construction project at Headquarters was first raised
during the course of the Commititee's consideration of the supplementary estimates
for 1971 in connexion with the $2 million whiech had been appropriatgd for that
purpose but had not been utilized. At its 1kU5th meeting the Committee had decided
to reject a proposal to surrender the amount in question { s=e A/856k, para. 10).
78. 1In the course of the discussion on Headquarters accommodation, many
delegations were concerned with the fact that the Seeretary-General had not put
before the General Assembly any concrete alternative proposals for its
consideration. It was alsc peinted out bj these delegations that the studies
called for in paragraphs 3 and 4 of resolution 2618 (XXIV) concerning the optimum
distribution of Secretariat functions and the possibility and desirability of
relocating all or certain units of the United‘Nations had not been presented to the
present session as was called for.

79. The representative of the Secretary-General stated that there had not been
time for the Secretary-General to formulate any definite alternatives since until
just recently, 1t was hoped that the necesgsary financing for the project would be
forthecoming, The studies called for in resolution 2618 (XXIV) would not be
conpleted until the twenty-seventh session of the General Assembly.

80. BSome delegations gueried whether the decision of the United States Congress
was final or could be subject to modification or reverssl. The representative of
the United States replied that it was not possible to give an authoritative answer
to that question at this time.

81. Other delegations expressed their opposition to any further construction in
Wew York., They considered that Few York City was not a suitable location for
expansion of the United Nations; construction costs were constantly increasing,
the cost of living was too high and there existed in the City adverse conditions

for the functioning of some of the missions of Member States. Some delegations were

len.
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of the opinion thet it would be more suitable te think in terms of relocating
some of the units of the Organization to Burcope or to other iocations otﬁer than -
New York.

82. At the 1450th meeting of the Committee, the delegation of Brazil introduced
the following draft resolution (A/C.5/L.1063) on behalf of the delegations of

Argentina, Brazil, Canada, India, Irag, Kenya, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway,

Pakistan and Uruguay:

" The General Assembly,

"Recalling its resolution 2618 (XXIV) of 17 December 1969 on new
construction and major alterations at the United Nations Headquarters,

# Woting the reports of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions (A/8408) and of the Secretary-General (4/C.5/1381) on
this matter to the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session,

tYoting with regret that there are no prospects at the present time for
the execution of the projected new construction and major alterations to
existing premises at United Nations Headquarters as authorized by resolution
2618 (XXIV),

"*Recognizing that the space shortage at Headguarters, as well as at many
other major United KFations locations grows continucusly more acute,

"1, Decides to defer the question of new construction and major
alterations at Headgquarters until the twenty-seventh session of the General
Assembly, :

2. Requests the Secretarv-General to undertake a detailed and
comprehensive study of the situation created by the shortage of space at
Headquarters, including the prospects of executing the project referred to in
resolution 2618 (XXIV), and to report to the General Assembly at its twenty-
seventh session, together with the concrete proposals and recommendations he -
might consider appropriate to meet that situation in the light of any new
development, ‘

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to present to the General
Assembly at its twenty-seventh session, irn a detailed and comprehensive manner,
the studies mentioned in operative paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 of resolution 2618
(XXIV}, which were to be subtmitted at the twenty-sixth session.”

83. The representative of Brazil stated that the sponsors of the draft resolution
agreed with the many delegations which felt that a decision at the present stage in
such a complex matter would be premature and likely to run counter to the best

interests of the Organization. Their aim was to ascertain facts and secure

Jon.



information with a view to determining the best among the many possible courses
wvhich might be open to the Organization so as to meet the serious probiems posed by
the growing shortage of space at Headgquarters and elsewhere.

8L, At the 1461st meeting, the delegation of Cuba introduced the following draft
resolution (A/C.B/L.lOGh/Rev.l) on behalf of the delegations of Algeria,

Byelorussian Soviet Soeialist Republic, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Fquatorial Guinea,

Mongolia, Polaﬁd, Syrisn Arab Republic, United Republic of Tanzania and Upper Volta.

"The General Assembly,

wConsidering the repoert of the Secretary-Ceneral {(A/C.5/1381), in which he
informed the General Assembly that it had not been possible to complete the
financial arrangements to carry out the work on the expansion of premises at
United Nations Headguarters in New York, provided for in paragraphs 1 and 2 of
resolution 2618 (XXIV),

"Taking into account the statements made by the representative of the
United States of America during the consideration of this matter at the
1443rd and 1LLhth meetings of the Fifth Committee and in the letter of
20 September (menticoned in document A/C.5/1381) addressed to the Secretary-
General by the Permanent Representative of the United States,

"Noting that the United Nations alone is not in a position to bear all the
Costs entailed in the project for expansion of the buildings at Headquarters in
New Yorik,

"Considering that postponement of the work of expansion would involve an
appreciable increase in building costs, should financial resources for that
work be available in the future, and, consequently, would create major
financial difficulties for the United Nations and lead to a considerable
inerease in the contributions of Member States,

"Taking into aceount the fact that the Govermment of the host country, the
United Nations and cther agencies within the United Nations system participated
in the financing arrangements set out in document A/C.5/1246, :

"1. Decides to rescind paragraphs 1 and 2 of resolution 2618 (XXIV)
because they are inapplicable; i

"2. Decides to delete frem the budget of the United Nations the items in
section T pertaining to new construction and expansion of premises at
Headquarters, New York;

"3. Decides further that the appropriation of $2 million mede for that
purpose in the budget for the financial year 1971 should be transferred and

/ou.
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used for any work reguired on the premises of other United Nations offices
outside New York City and that the section on new construction for 1972 should
be reduced;

T, Reguests the SBecretary-General to submit to the General Assembly,
at its twenty-seventh session, the study and inquiry requested of him in
paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 of resolution 2618 (XXIV};

ne Requests the Secretary—General to transmit the text of this

resclution to the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) and to the Executive Director of the United Nations Children’s Fund

(UNICEF).®
85. The representative of Cuba stated that it was the opinion of the sponsors of
the draft resolution that paragraphs 1 and 2 of resolution 2618 (XXIV) were now
inoperative as a result of the lack of implementation of the project in question
and, therefore, should be rescinded. Furthermore, since the project in New York
was not iikely to be carried cut it seemed logical to the spensors to transfer the
$2 million appropriated for that purpose in 1971 to finance construction of United
Nations premises outside New York City. It alsc seemed proper that the General
Assembly bring the situation to the attention of UNDP and UNICEF since they had
entered into commitments for the project and the proposed draft rescolution
(A/C.S/L.lO6h/Rev.l) would at least enable the two bodies to take decisions to use
the funds that had been intended for the Headquarters coustruction projeect for
agssistance to developing countries.
86. During the first reading of section 7 at the 1L66th meeting of the Committee,
the representative of the United States of America proposed that the $2 million

appropriatéd for 1971 under gsection T for the proposed new construction at
Headquarters should be applied to the 1972 estimates under section 7, and that the
sum of $1 million allocated for that purpose in the 1972 estimates be deleted.
The representative of the United States stated that this seemed to his delegation
to be the best course since the new construction in New York evidently could not
begin in 1972. The propossls made by the United States were similer to those in
paragraphs 2 and 3 of dralt resclution A/C.5/L.1064/Rev.l which was before the
Committee for its consideration but, the representative stated, were being
submitted separately since his delegation could not support the intention of that

draft resolution to bar new construction in New York in the future.
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B7. At its 1LA6th meeting the Fifth Committee decided, by 39 votes to 20, with

11 abstentions, te adopt draft resolution A/C.5/L.1063 which had been sponsored by
11 Member States (see para. 151, draft resolution VII). Following its decision in
draft resclution A/C.5/L.1063, the Committee rejected by 36 votes to 27, with

9 abstenticns, a proposal by the delegation of Cuba, supported by other delegalions,
that draft resolution A/C.5/L.106L4/Rev.l also be put to the vote.

88. The Committee also adopted, by L2 votes to 5, with 19 abstentions, the
proposal of the United States that the amount of $1 million included in the 1972
estimates under section T, chapter T, be eliminated and that the amount of

$2 million which remained unspent in that chapter in the 1971 appropriations be

applied to chapters II to V of section 7 in the 1972 estimates.
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Commemorative mural to the World Youth Assembly

8%. At the 1466th meeting of the Fifth Committee the representative of Saudi
Arabia introduced a draft resolution {4A/C.5/L.1071) the operative paragraphs of
which read as follows:

"l. Decided that a mural be painted to commemorate the World Youth
Agsembly at the United Nations Headquarters in New York;

"2, Decides that the cost of such a mural shall be financed from the
surplus voluntary funds of the World Youth Assembly, within the maximum amount
of $10,000." '

Q0. During the discussion on the Saudi Arabian proposal, the view was expressed by
many delegations that it would have.been preferable to use the surplus funds of the
World Youth Assembly for the United Nations International School (umIs) of the
United Nations Children's Zmergency Fund (UNICEF), both of which were concerned with
youth and both of which wefe badly in need of funds, rather than for a mural. Some
delegations guestioned the Fifth Committee’s competence to decide on the disposal of
the surplus funds which had been contributed for the World Youth Assembly on a
voluntary basis. |

9l. Other delegations expressed the view that the participation of youth in

solving contemporary social and economic problems should be encouraged. The World
Youth Assembly:had been a step in the right direction and the proposed mural would
serve to associate the United Nations with that segment of.the world popuiaticn
which was soén to assume responsibility for it.

92. Oral amendments to the pfeamublar paragraphs of draft resolution A/C.5/L.1071
were proposed by Indonesia and accepted by the representative of Saudi Arabia. '
93, At its 1L66th meeting, thé Committee decided to adopt draft resolution
A/C.5/L.10T1, as orélly amended, by 27 votes to 19, with 32 abstentions {see

para. 151, draft resolution VITI).
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Review and reappraisal of United Nations
information policies and activities

OL. At the twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly, the Fifth Committee,
after discussion of the report of the Secretary-General on the review and

reappraisal of United Netions information policies,é&/ had decided to defer

further consideration of the matter until the twenty-sixth session.;z/

05. The Fifth Committee now had before it a revised version of the report on the
review and.reappraisal‘of United Nations information policies and activities
(A/C.ﬁ/lﬁEO/Rev.l) as well as an addendum tc the report consistinglof four
annexes (A/C.5/1520/Rev.l/Add.l). The addendum was submitted in response to the
observations of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,
contained in ité report on the budget estimates for 1972.3§/ After  congsideration
| of the Secretary-General's report (A/C.5/1520/Rev.l) during its summer session
in 1971, the Advisory Committee suggested that the General Assembly should be
provided with (a) the detalls of the financial implications of the revised report,
(b) information regarding the estimated additional volume of output which the
Office of Public Information (OPI) would hope to achieve should its request for
~additicnal revisions be granted, and {¢} additional informaetion regarding the
prcyosed work programme and procedure of the reglional producticn bureau which
‘the Secretary-General had contemplated to establish in Addis Ababa;
95, The Advisory Committee's cobservations on the cost estimates contained in
| A/C.5/1320/Rev.1/Add.]1 were summerized in its report, A/8408/2dd.4. 1In
| paragragh 3 of its report, the Advisory Committee states that in considering
the reports of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/1320/Rev.l and A/C.5/1320/Rev.1/Add.1)
it proceeded on the basis that the questicns of information policy raised by the
Secretary-Jeneral therein were not within its competence and called for
consideration by the General Zssembly. _
97. The discussion of this subject tock place in the Fifth Committee during its
4 7th, 1449th, 1450th-145Lth, 1456th, 1458th, 1462nd, 1464th, 1467th-14EGth

meetings during the period from 3 November to 2 December 1971,

;E/ Ibid. ., Twenty-fifth Session. Annexes, arenda item T3,
docunent A/C.5/1320/Rev.1l. N

15/ Ibid., document A/8099, paras. 108-11k,
16/ Ibid., Twenty-sixth. Session, Supplement No. 8 (A/8408), paras. 51-5h.
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98, The report of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/1§20/Rev.l) consisted of four
main parts: a reappraisal statement of the philesophy underlying thé mandate of
the Office of Public Information (OPIL) and the principles governing its
gctivities; an snalysis of 1ts organization and current activities; ccneclusions
reached as a result of the analysis, translated into a programme of action
comprising several suggestions and cost estimates related to the suggestions;
and a succinet summary of the main conclusions reached and recommendations made
in the foregoing parts of the report.

99. In the ccurse cf the discussion, three basglc issues of principle eVOlﬁed:

(a) was the Fifth Committee the competent organ to consider broad
information policy ﬁith all its ramifications;

(v) did the terms of reference established for the Office of Public
Information {OPI) by the General Assembly in its resolution 13 (I), of 1946
continue to be a valid and practical framework for United Nations information
activities; and

{c) - what was the essential role of OPI in disseminating information?

106. Some delegations expressed doubts regarding the competence of the Fifth
Cormittee to deal with questicons of substance relating to information activity.
The Fifth Committee was essentially an administrative and budgetary body. Tﬁe
cuesticon of informaticn policy was an important ore in 1ight of the ecrucial
political role of information in the modern world. In the view of these
delegations any decision on information policy should be taken only after the
varicus competent political organs of the Organization had formulated their
views on the role of OPIL. The view was also expressed that the guestion of
information policy might be considered by the General Assembly at its plenary
meetings.

101. In an oral statement before the Committee at its 1449th meeting, the
Aszsistant Secretary-General of the Office of Public Information, replying to
the question of which organ had been dealing with United Netions infcrmation
activities heretcofore, explained that, in one sense, the Fifth Committee was
the only organ responsible for the supervising and pronouncing upon OPI policies
end activities. It was on the recommendation of the Fifth Committee that the
General Assembly adopted resolution 13 (I) in 1946 which laid down the basic
principles for United Nations informaticn activities and defined the terms of
reference of OPL; and it was again through the Fifth Committee that these

" principles were reaffirmed by the General Assembly in resolution 595 (VI) in 1952.
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102. It was the view of a number of delegations that the Fifth Committee, having
dealt with the question of information policy and activity from the beginning of
the OrganiZatioﬁ, continued to be competent tc do se. Such questions were of
concern to a number of Committces and organs and the Fifth Committee, which was
representative of all geographic and political intereste would play a useful
co-ordinating role. Moreover, it was pointed out by one delegation, the review
and reappraisal of information policies and activities should be conducted in an
atmozphere of calm and in a2 body such as the Fifth Committee which would be able
to give weight to all aspects of the peolicies concerned.

103. At the 144Tth meeting the delegation of Canada proposed a textlzj to be
included in the present report which would reqguest the Secretary-General to
convene as soon as possible the Consultative Panel on United Naticns Information
Policies and Programmes, established under General Assembly resolution 1405 (KIV),
in order to cbtain advice on two recommendations contained in the report of the
Secretary-General (A/C.S/lﬁEO/Rev.l), namely the proposed acquisition and
replacement programme for telewision, radic and photeographic equipment and
installations as well as on the proposed establishment of & regicnal production
bureauw in Addis Absba. It was further suggested that the Secretary—Generai inform
the- Fifth Committee of the results of the consultations during the present ‘
session if practicable. It also noted that under paragraph © of resolution

1405 (XIV) the Secretary-General was requested to appoint, in consultation with
the Governments of Member States, a panel of qualified persons representative of
the various geographical areas and main cultures cof the world. When the Panel
was last convened in 1967 it consisted of the permanent representatives of

13 Member States.

104. A number of delegations commenting on the proposal of Canada to reactivate
the Consultative Panel expressed reservations regarding its role and membership.
The membership of the Panel éhould be increased to refleci the growth in
membership and activities of the Organization, and it should be representative

of the varicus geographic regions. Furthermore, its functicn should be to advise
the Secretary-General on the implementation of information pelicy adopted by the
General Assembly and not tc give advice. to the Assembly on what policy it should
adopt. It was also the view of these delegations that the convening of the Panel
should not postpone consideration of the Secretary-General's report by the Fifth

Committee to another session. The view was expressed by some delegations that

;Z/ Appeared as a conference rocm paper.
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the Panel should be reactivated in the near future. Other delegations took the
view that it was unnecessary for the Panel to review the Secretary-General's
report since the Secretary-General had stated therein that he had taken into
account the views of the Member States as well as those of the Consultative
Panel in preparing the original version of the report.

105. At the 1453rd meeting the délegation of the Union of Soviet Soclalist
kepublics introduced the’following draft resclution (A/C.S/L,1066):

"Phe Fifth Committee,

"Having heard the views of a number of representatives of States Members
of the United Nations on the guestion of the "Review and reappraisal of
United Nations information policies and activities" (4/C.5/1320/Rev.l) and
the statements by the Assistant Secretary-General for Public Information,

"l. Requests the Secretary-General to convene the Consultative Panel
on Public Information for the purpose of studying in depth the recommendations
made in the report and of "determining the extent to which they respond to the
need to improve the information activities of the United Nations, and to
submit his repert to the Fifth Committee, taking account of the view of the
above Panel; :

"2, Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the Consultative
Panel the summary records of the meetings of the Fifth Committee devoted to
the report contained in document A/C.5/1320/Rev.l;

"3, Reccmmends that the Secretary-General, in accordance with the
provisions of General Assembly resolution 1hQ5 (XIV), again review the
composition of the Consultative Panel c¢n Public Information to ensure that
it reflect the present situation in the United Nations.”

106; A number of deleéations concurred in the view expressed.by the Secretary-
General in sub-paragraph 57 (i) of his report (A/C.S/lBBO/ReV.l) to the effect
that the basic principles governing OPI as established by General Assembly
resolution 13 (I) and 595 {VI) did not need to be revised, amended or enlarged.
107. Some delegations expressed the view that 0PI shouid not aim to replace
national news media in the dissemination of information on United Nations
activities but should instead play a supporting role in that respect. The view
was also expreassed that since the resources avallable to the Organization were
limited, OPI wculd do best to simply complement national and promote information
needs. To go beyond that for the benefit of "activist" information peolicy would
be tamtamcunt tc giving up its breoad policy of objectivity.

.
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108. Many delegations concurred in the Secretary-General’s'interpretaﬁion of the
role of OPI as expressed in paragraph 52 of his, report (A/C.5/1320/Rev.l).wherein
he stated that the basic directive of its poliey must contimue to be to tell the
peoples of the world not what to think but what to think about.

109. It was pointed out by some delegations, however, that the Secretary-General‘
had at the same time expressed the view that, in certain fields, where the |
Organization, as a whole, had taken a definitive and "action-oriented" stand, OPI
should not restrict itself to merely neu@ral stances or statements; it should
actively identify itseif with those "universally approved causes and movements'.

A certain amouut of flexibility was needed in the well-defined principles goveraning
the information policies in order to take full account of the changing role of the
United Nations and its family of organizations. The United Nations could no longer _
be satisfied to adopt a passive attitude which did not fully accord with the
dynamic image which the Organizatiion had assumed in many fiélds. |

110. Many delegations expressed the view that the Office of Public Infermation had
not done encugh to promote and encourage the mobilization of public opinicn in
support of the Second United Nations Development Decade as requested under
resolution 2567 (XXIV). 1In this connexion, delegations commented on the Centre
for Economic and Social Information (CESI) which had been cstablished in 1968

as an attempt to respond to the needs of the Second Unjted Nations Development
Decade by co-ordinating activities in that field; In sub-paragraph 261 (XV) of
his report (A/C.5/1520/Rev.l) the Secretary-General asked the views of Member
States on the desirébility of transferring its activities, hitherto partially
finanged from the regular budget but to a larger extent by govermmental voluntary
contributions, to a more permanent place in the regular budget. Some delegations
supperted such an action but other delegations expressed the view that if CEST

was to continue to do special informaticn work it should be financed entirely by
means of voluntary contributions. f

111. Referring to the lack of clarity of CESI's position as indicated by the fact
that it had been shifted back and forth between the Department of Economic znd
Social &ffairs and OPI, one delegation commented that there existed a confusion as
to who réally controlled the Centre and what its relationship was to other secfions

of the United Nations. Furthermore, there was 2z good deal of useless duplicaticon
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of efforts between CESI and other bodies concerned with economic and social
developments such as UNDP, UNCTAD and UNIDO and the Department of Economic and
Social Affairs. CESI should receive policy directives and programme guidance
from the Economic and Sécial Council snd be completely integrated with OPI;

OPI would thus be in a positicn to render better service in the economic and
social fields. _

112. Other delegations expressed the view that CEST should not ve integrated with
OPT but should rather keep its own identity. The view was expressed that OFI's
gphere of competence was very general and should not exercise control over CESI
which deait specifically with the dissemination of information in the economic
and sccial fields.

11%. Regarding the Secretary-General's proposal to establish a regional production
bureau in Addis Ababa, the Advisory Cormittee, in paragraph 8 of its report
(4/8408/Add.L) expressed the view that a decision by the General Assembly on

this propesal would be facilitated if it were Lo be provided with an indication
of the views of those countries which the bureau would serve, 23 Tto the
practicability of the bureau's suggested Work programmexand procedures, including
its working relation with the information staff of the Econcomic Commission for
Africs (ECA). Delegations commenting cn this proposal concurred with the
observations of the Advisory Committee., One delegation cobserved that there was
no justification for the establishment of suech & bureau sinece it would be
competing with the information unit already existing in ECA. Some delegations
supported the proposal of Canada to the effect that the proposal be referred to
the Consultative Panel if reactivated.

11k, Seme delegations commenting on the need to strengthen the information centres
of OPI, expressed concern over the possibility that some of the Director posts

in the information centres would be sbolished and the duties incumbent upoﬂ them
would be entrusted to UNDP regional representatives. These delegations were
opposed to such action which would mean the elimination of information expertise
in the field.

11%. Considerable reference was made to the proposed acquisition and replacement
programme for television, radio and photographic equipment and installations.

Although it was genérally recognized that the proper functioning of 0PI was

fone
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clogely related to the equipment it used aﬁd that it was desirable that it have
new and up-to-date tools with which to work, the view prevailed that the present
financial situation of the Organization did not lend .itself to expenditure which
was not absolutely essential and that it would be preferabie to defer implementation
of the pfogramme.

116, The comments of delegations on the various subjects discussed in connexion
with the review and reappraisal of United Fations information policies and
activities, ag well as the oral statements made before the Committee by the
UnderwSecretaTY—Geheral for Administration and Management and the Assistant
Secretary-General for the Office of Public Information afe reflected in ther
summary records of the relevant Committee meetings.

117. At the 1L5Hth meeting,lthe representative of the United Republic of Tanzania
introduced the following draft resclution on behalf of the delegations of Algeria,
Ethicpia, Ghana, Iran, Irag, Kenva, Nigeria, Pakistan, Sudan, Syrian Arav Republic,

Uganda, United Republic of’Tanzania, Upper Volta and Zambia (A/Co5/L-lO58)-

"The General Assembly,

"Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the review
and reappraisal of United Nations information pclicles and activities ;@/
and the related reports of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions, ;2/

'"Reaffirming resolutions 13 {I) of 13 February 1946, 595 (VI) of
L February 1952 and subsequent resoluticns on public information in the
United Nations,

"Bearing in mind that various United Nations bodies make recommendations
on wolicy guidelines related to information in their area of concern,

"Reaffirming the importance of United Nations informastion centres,

"Stressing the need of maintaining uniformity in the implementation of
information policies and guidelines,

“l. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General
on the review and reappraisal of United Nations information and activities;

"Z, Decides that the basie principles laid down in resclution 13 (I)
and reaffirmed in resoluticn 595 (VI) ghall continue to be applied, subject

18/ A/C.5/1320/Rev.1 and Add.1.
19/ A/8408/mad.k.
/‘ L
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to such directives as the General Assembly has already given or may give
from time to time;

"3, L.Approves the Secretary-General's five-year Drogramﬁe of
acguisition and replacement of equipment as contained in annex 1 of
AfC.5/1320/Rev.1/Add.1;

nly, Endorses the proposals contained in sub-paragraphs 261 (111
(iv) (v1115 fxi, (xll) (xiii) and (xiv) of the Secretary-General's report;

"5. Reguests the Secretary-General to appeoint to the United Nations
information centres highiy qualified professional staff, who should give
their undivided attenticn to the dissemination of information and the
building of public support for United Nations activities, particularly in
the economic, social and pelitiecal fields;

"6, Reguests the Secretary-General to intensify his efforts to eliminate
any shortcomings that may persist in the formulation and execution of
information programmes and activities, particularly in the economic and
social fields; .

7.  Further requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the Office
of Public Information is allocated adeguate rescurces to meet effectively
~ additional needs of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization during the
Second United Nations Development Decade;

"8, Requests the Secretary-General to take immediate steps to integrate
the Centre for Economic and Social Information within the Office of Public
Information and to reorganize the 0ffice with a view to enabling it to
carry out its mandate more effectively;

g, Recommerds to the Governing Council of the United Nations
Developrment Programme, when it considers at its thirteenth session the
Administrator's proposal on Development Support Information Service, that
it should entrust as much as possible of its information activities to
the United Wations and other executing agencies;

"10. ERequests the Seécretary-General to report to the General Assembly
at its twenty-seventh -session on the implementation of this resclution."

in introducing the draft resolution and explaining the views of the spdnsors as

reflected in the different paragraphs of the comprehensive resolution, the

representative of Tanrzania drew particular attention to the second preambular

paragraph because it reaffirmed the early General Assembly enabling resolutions

on public information in the United Nations, ss well as the subsequent resclutions

on the subject.
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118. At the 1462nd meeting the representative of Tanzania introduced a revised

text (A/C.5/L.1068/Rev.1) of the 14-Power draft resolution, the operative
paragraphs of which read as follo#s:_
"1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General

on the review and reappraisal of United Nations information policies and
activities;

"2. Decides that the basic principles laid down in resolution 13 {I)
and confirmed in resolution 595 (VI) do not need to be -revised, amended or’
enlarged and should continue to be applied, subject to such directives as
the General Assembly has already given or may give from time to time;

"3. Approves the Secretary-General's proposals for the acquisition
and replacement of equipment for 1972, as set out in annex I t¢ document
A/C.B/lBEO/Rev.l/Add.l, and decides to consider at its twenty-seventh
session the balance of his programme of future acquisition and replacement;

"4, Endorses the proposals contained in sub-paragraphs 261 (iii), (iv),
(viii), (xj, (xii) and (xix) of the Secretary-General's report;

"5. Approves in principle the Secretary-General's proposal on the
establishment of a regional production bureau and decides to zonsider all
aspects of its implementation at its twenty-seventh session;

"6. Recommends that the Secretary-General in accordance with the
provisions of General Assembly resolution 1405 (XIV), should review the
composition of the Consultative Panel on Public Information to ensure
that it reflects the present situation in the United Nations;

"T. Reguests the Secretary-General to appoint to the United Nations
information centres highly gualified professional staff, who should give
their undivided attention to the dissemination of information and the
building ef public support for United Nations zctivities, particularly in
the economic, social and political fields;

_ "8. Reguests the Secretary-General to intensify his efforts to eliminate
any shortcomings that may persist in the formulation and execution of
information programmes and activities, particularly in the economic and
social fields; '

"9, Further requests the Secretary-General to ensure that adeguate
resources are allocated to meet effectively additional needs of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development and the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization during the 3econd United Nations
Development Decade; ' :

’

"10. Takes note of the Secretary-General's statement of 16 November 1971
and requests him to take immediste steps to integrate the Centre for Economic
and Scclal Informaticn within the Office of Public Information and to

foes
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recognize the Office with a view to enabling it to carry out its mandate
more effectively; :
"l1. Recommends to the Governing Council of the United Nations
Developrment Programme, when it considers at its thirteenth zession the
‘Administrator's proposal on Development Support Information Service, that
it should entrust as much as possible of its informaticn activities to the
United Nations and other executing agencies;

"z, Requests the Secretary-General to repert to the General Assembly
at its twenty-seventh session on the implementation of the presen
resolution.” . .
119. The representative of Tanzania explained that the revised text was an attempt
to accommodate the views of many delegations. The oral amendments suggested by the

delegaticns of Jordan and Colombia to paragraphs 1 and 5 of the draft resolution

had not been accepted by the sponsors as they felt that the proposedﬁwording did”
not add substantially to the text. Paragraph € had been rephrased to include a
reference to the Consultative Panel on Public Information as orally suggested by
India and supported by Italy. The new wording in the remaining paragraphs had
been the outcome of protracted negotiations. As regards paragraph 10 of the
revised text, the representative of Tanzania stated that the sponsors had no
intention of dismantling = CESI or of changing its mandate. Nevertheless, in
order to allay the fears expressed by some delegations in this regard and at the
same Time make it clear that the objectives being sought by the sponsors were not
being dropred completely, they had decided to offer an alternstive wording to
paragraph 10 which read as follows:
"Takes note of the Secretary-General's statement of 16 November 1971
and requests him, bearing in mind the relevant provisions of resoluticns 13 (1)
of 13 February 1946 and 595 (VI) of L4 February 1952, to take immediate steps
to review the present administrative arrangements for CESI and fto recorganize
the Office of Public Information with a view to enabling it to carry out its
mandate effectively”.
120, At the same meeting, the representative of the Hetherlands introduced
amendments (A/C.5/L.106G) to the_lh—Pdwer draft resolution A/C.5/L.1C068/Rev.l on
benalf of the delegations of Canada, Denmark, India and the Netherlands. The

delegations ¢f Sweden and the Fhilippines subsequently Jjoined the list of sponsors.

The amendments read as follows:

faoas



~hs-

"1. Add the Ffollowing new (sixth) preambular paragréph:

'Stressing also the importance of the implementation of the
rrovisions of the International Development Strategy for the Second
Development Decade as contained in section E of Ceneral Assembly
resclution 2626 (XXV).'

"2. Replace cperative paragraphs 8 and 10 respectively by the following
paragraphs 8 and 9:

'8, Endorses the view of the Secretary-General that efforts should
be redqubled in line with the objectives of General Assembly resolution
2567 (XKIV),

"9, Reguests the Secretary-General to make any further appropriate
sdministrative arrangements taking into account the comments made by
various delegations on this issue, in order to arrive at a greater
harmenization and co-ordination, particularly in the economic and social
fields;'

and renurber the existing paragraph 9 as paragraph 10."

In introducing the amendments, the representative of the Netherlands stated that
they were not controversial. Their purpcse was to endorse a significant decision
taken by the General Assembly in part E of resolution 2626 (XXV), and to endorse
also the internal administrative arrangements within the Secretariat made by the
Secretary-General in accordance with his responsibilities under the Charter,

121, At the 1h6lth meeting, the representative of Czechcslovakia introduced the
following amendments (A/C.5/L.1070) to A/C.5/L.1068/Rev.1:

1. Replace operative paragraph 3 by the following new text:

'Decides to consider the Secretary-General's proposals with respect
to the acquisition and replacement of equiplient as set out in annex to
document A/C.5/1820/Rev.1/Add.1 at its twenty-seventh session with an
expectation that these proposals would be first considered by the
Consultative Panel on Fublic Information.?

_ "2, Omit subparagraphs {xii) and {xiv) of paragraph b.

"3, Replace the initial words in operative paragraph 5 reading 'Approves in
principle! by the words "Decides to consider' and omit the words 'decides to
consider' following the words 'a regicnal production bureau'.

"L, Replace operative paragraph 6 by the following new text: 'Recortmends
that the Secretary-General fully in accordance with the provisicns of
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General Assembly resolution 1405 (XIV) and taking into consideration the
present situation in the United Nations, should review the composition of
the Consultative Panel on Public Information and to ecall this Panel to
regular meetings to consider most important guestions arising in the
field of information activities'.

"5, Add the word ‘political’ before the word 'economic' in operative
paragraph 8.

"6. In paragraph 9, after the words 'to ensure that' insert the following:
'within the budget allocations approved by the General Assembly are

earmarked’, omitting the word 'allocated’.

122. At the same meeting, the delegation of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist

Republic proposed the replacement of paragraph 7 of draft resolution
(A/C.5/L.1068/Rev.1) with the following text (A/C.5/L.1072):

"Requesting the Secretary-General to adopt measures to achieve the
necessary balance in the geographical distribution of the staff of the
Office of Public Information with a view to further improving the work
of the Office and, in particular, preparing and disseminating information
on United Nations activities concerning the strengthening of peace and

international security, disarmament, social and economic progress, and
the struggle against apartheid, racism and colonialism."

-~

123. At the same meeting, the representative of Tanzania anncunced, on behalf of
-the sponsors of draft resolution A/C.5/L.1068/Rev.l, that the oral suggestion made
at the 1hé2nd meeting by.the delegation of Australia to the effect that paragraph 6
be amended to reguest the Secrétary—General to convene the Consultative Panel
before the twenty-seventh session to advise him on information policies and
activities; was accepted provided that the delegation of Canada withdrew its
proposal relating to the Panel (see paragraph 103 above). The representative of.
Canada stated that, in the circumstances, his delegation withdrew the proposal

in question. |

12k. At the 1LATth meeting, the representative of Tanzania introduced a further
revision (A/C.5/1.1068/Rev.2) of the 1lh-Power draft resolution. With the-
exception of the last preambular paragraph and paragraph 10, the wording was
identical tb that of draft resoclution A/C.5/L.1068/Rev.l. The last ﬁreambular
paragraph had been amended to meet the oral suggestion of the representative of

Indonesia and now read as follows:
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"Stressing the need for maintaining central control and direction
in the implementation of information policies and guidelines,”.

Paragraph 10 had been expanded to include the idea expressed in the new last
preambular paragraphk. In order to meet some ofrthe views reflected in the
amendments prOPOSed in A/C;5/L.l®69 as well as those expressed during the
discuseion and in the course of censultations, the sponsors had cited
resolution 2567 (XXIV) in the new text, and deleted the word "irmediate™.
The new text of paragraph 10 read as follows:
"10. Takes note of the Secretary-General's statement of
16 November 1971 and requests him, bearing in mind the relevant provisions
of resolutions 13 (I), 595 {VI) and 2567 (¥XIV), to review the present
administrative arrangements for the Centre for Econcmic and Sccial
Information and to recognize the Office of Public Information with a
view to ensuring central control and direction in the implementation of
information policies and guidelines and thereby enabling the Office to
carry out its mandate more effectively;” .
The sponsors could not agree.to insert in thé revised draft resclution the
amendments submitted by Czechoslovakia (A/C.5/L.1070) and the Byelorussian
Soviet Sceialist Republic (4/C.5/L.1072}. While the objective of the latter
was commendable, the General Assembly could not infringe on Article 101 of the
Charter. As to the amendments proposed by Czechoslovakla, the co-sponsors felt
they were not approprlate because in their opinion it was absolutely essential
to take a firm decision at the current session on the Secretary-General's
recommendaticns; The proposed amendment 4o’ paragraph 9 was not necessary
because the Secretary-General could net in any case allocate funds to UNCTAD
and UNIDO unless they had been approved by the General Assembly. The co-sponsors
felt that the idea prorosed in the amendment to paragraph 9 was already included
in the paragraph.
125. At the same meeting, the representative of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic stated that his delegation, noting “the statement made by the
representative of Tanzanis and in a aspirit of conciliation, would not press
for a vote on A/C.5/L.1072. _, ‘
126. The following amendments were proposed to the revised 1h-Power draff
resolution A/C.5/L.1068/Rev.2.
127, The delegatlon of Somalla proposed the addition of the \0110W1ng new
paragraph 7 (4/C.5/L.1073):
foes
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"¥. Requests the Secretary-General to ascertain and report on the
publicity and promotional needs of the various bodies of the United Nations
which have undertalen universal causes approved by the General Asserbly in
order that these needs may be taken into account when considering the
budeetary requirements for the Office of Public Information for 1973.7

The delegation of Indonesia proposed the followine amendments (A/C.5/L.107h):

"1. Operative paragraph 2: (a) delete the words 'do not need to be revised,
amended or enlarged and': {(b) substitute the words 'in line with' for the
words ‘subject to!

"2, Operative paragraph T7: insert the words fin the field of information'
after the words 'professional staff',

"3, Operative paragraph 10: (a) delete the words 'and 2567 {XXIV) to review
the present administrative arransemesnts for the Centre for Feconomic and
Social Informatlon and*° () insert the words 'already laid down' after the
word 'puidelines’

The delegation of the Netherlands proposed (A/C.5/L.1075) that in varagraph 10

the words "ensuring central control and direction in the implementation of

information policies and suidelines and thereby" be deleted.

130C.

The delesation of Colombia prcposed the following amendments (A/C.5/L.1076):
. Insert the followins at the end of the first preambular paragraph:

‘and the statements made by the representatlves of the Secretary- General
and by the delegations of Member countries during the discussion in the
Fifth Committee on the review and reappraisal of Unitad Nations
information policies and asctivities'

"2, Insert at the end of the fourth preambular paragraph the words ‘as
appropriate instruments for informing the peoples of the world about
its objectives and activities'

“3. Add the followins new preambular paragraph:
'Recognizing the right of the Councils and the Main Committees of

the General Assembly to make recommendations and advise the
Seeretary-General on publie information.® "

131. At the 1468th meetine the representative of the United Republic of Tanzania

stated that the sponsors of draft resolution A/C.5/L.1068/Rev.? had accepted

the amendment provosed by Somalia (A/C.5/L.1073), subject to certain small

changes which Somalia subsequently accépted,
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132. The delegation of Indonesia orally added another amendment to A/C.5/L.10Th
to the effect that the words “to ensuring central control and direction in the
implementation of information policies. and guidelines and thereby enabling™ in

paragraph 10 to be replaced by the words "to enabline".

133. At the 1L68th meeting, the Committee proceeded to vote on the proposals
before it as follows:

(a) The draft resolution submitted by the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (A/C.5/L.1066) was rejected by 35 votes to 18, with 31 abstentions.

(b) The amendments submitted by (zechoslovakia {A/C.5/L.1070) to .the
14.Power draft resolution (A/C.5/L.1068/Rev.l) were rejected by 41 votes to 1k,
with 30 abstentions, _

(e¢) The amendments submitted by Indonesia {A/C.5/L.1074) to the draft
resolution (A/C.5/L.1068/Rev.2) were voted upon parasraph by paragraph, as
follows:

(i) Paragraph 1 was rejected by 34 votes to 30, with 21 abstentions:

(ii) Paragraph 2 was adopted by 35 votes to 21, with 32 abstentions:

(iii) Paragraph 3 was rejected by 32 votes to 3%, with 20 abstentions:

(4) The amendment submitted by the Netherlands (A/C.5/L.1075) was voted
upon by roll call and was rejected by 36 votes to 33, with 20 abstentions.

(e) The amendments submitted by Colombia (A/C.S/L.lOTG) were voted upon
paragraph by paragraph, as follows:

(i) Paragraph 1, as orally amended was adopted by 3U4 votes to 22, with
27 abstentions:
(ii)} Paragraph 2 was adopted by 23 votes to 17, with h3 abstentions:

(iii} Paragraph 3 was rejected by 21 votes to 9, with Sk abstentions.

“134. The Committee then proceeded to vote on the 1h-Power draft resolution as

amended.

135. As a result of a roll-call-vote on the words "with appreciation” in
paragraph 2, it was decided by 66 votes to 14, with 12 abstentions, to retain
the words.

136. A separate vote was requested on paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 7T, 9 and 10 and the
results were as follows:

(&) Paragraph 3 was adopted by 67 votes to 1k, with 10 abstentions;
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(v) Paragraph 4 was adopted by 67 votes to 12, with 3 abstentions;

(c) Paragraph 5 was adopted by 62 votes to 13, with 1L abstentions;

(d) Paragraph 7, as amended by Indonesia {A/C.5/L.10T4), was adopted by
T2 voteslto 1, with 19 abstentions;:

(e) Paragraph 9 was adopted by T4 votes to none, With 19 abstentions;

(f) Paragraph 10 was adopted by 51 votes to 19, with 23 abstentions.
137. At its 1L68th meeting, the Fifth Cormittee, by a roll-call vote of 59 votes
to 1, with 33 absten?ions, adoﬁted the 1Lk-Power draft resplution
(A/C.5/L.1068/Rev.2), as amended {see paragraph 151, draft resolution %) -

I



Restructuring of the Departiment of Economic and
Social Affairs: A response to the Second
United Nations Development Decade

138, At its 1472nd meeting on 6 December 1970, the Committee considered the
report of the Secretary-General (a/¢.5/1380 and Corr.l) on the restructuring of
the Department of Economic and Soeial Affairs which COnfained the conclusions of
the Secretary-General on this subject based on an initial study of the
Administrative Management Service (AMS) within the framework of the manpower
survey of the Secretariat as a whole. In that study, AMS had taken into account
‘the related report on the Department of Economic and Social Affairs by |
Inspector Robert M. Macy of the Joint Inspection Unit (A/8446, annex II). The
observations of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary GQuestions
were contained in its related report, A/8L0B/Add.13.

139. In the third section of his report (A/C.5/1380) the Secretary-General

set out his recommendations for strengthening the Department of Econoﬁic and
Social Affairs and in paragraphs 67 through 71 precposed the creation of five

new high-level posts which he intended to finance through the redeployment of
existing resources. .

140. The Advisory Committee, in paragraphs 8-11 of its report (A/8408/4dd.13),
stated that it found it difficult to Judge the merits of the proposed
reorganization and the creation of the five new posts at a point in time when
the detailed study of the Department was not yet completed. The Advisory
Coemmittee felt that any advantages which might accrue from the immediate
creation of the new posts would be more than offset by the loss of flexibility
which would cccur if the ultimate structure of the Department were tb be
determined vefore the AMS survey was completed; it was, therefore, not prepared
to recommend at this stage the creatlon of the five new posts requested hy the
Secretary-General.

141. In paragraph 11 of the same report, the Advisory CommitteeISuggested that
the Secretary-General might wish to return to this questioﬁ next year, at a time
~when he would be able to put forward firm recommendations on the organization of
the Department as a wholé, and on the total resources which it needs. BSuch a
course would have the added advantage of giving legislative bodies closely

concerned with the role of the Department, such as the Economic and Social Council

[eee
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and the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, an opportunity to consider, as
necessary, any aspects of the Secretary-General's report which might be considered
_tp have pelicy impliecations. It would also ensure that the recommendations
reflected the views of the next Secretary-General.

142. In baragraph 12 of the same report, the Advisory Committee stated that
should the (eneral Assembly not wish tc delay action until its twenty-seventh
sesgion, it could empower the Advisory Committee to authorize the creation of the
five new posts iIf the tetal level of staff and financial resocurces eventually
reguired for the Department would not exceed the present provisicns; if the
Secretary-General would be able to present his final proposals during the course
of the Advisory Committee's session in the spring and summer of 1%72; and if the
Advisory Committee was satisfied that the Secretary-General's proposéls werea
sound and would command the support cof the membership.

143, In the course of the discussion of this subject in. the Fifth Committee, oral
statements were made by the Chalrman of the Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions, the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social
Affairs and‘the.Under—Secretary-General for Administration and Management.

The delegaticns taking part in the discussion concurred in the observations of
the Advisory Commitiee in its report (A/8408/Add.13) and endorsed the suggestion
in paragraph 11 of that report. Some delegations, however, were of the opinion
that taking a decision on paragraph 11 alone would be tantamount to delaying
until next year the decision to be taken on fthe restructuring of the Department;
these delegations believed that the Committee should endorse hoth paragraph 11
and paragraph 12, which would constitute a balsnced whole.

1k, A vote was reguested on paragraph 12, and the Committee decided by 28 votes
to 15, with 25 abstenticns, net to endorse paragraph 12 of the report of the
Advisory Committee (A/8408/Add.13).

145, The Committee decided to recommend that the General Assembly should take note
of the reports of the Seeretary-General (4/C.5/1380 and Corr.l), the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/840%/8A42.13) and the Joint
Inspection Unit (A/84%45) and endorse the surgestion made in peregreaph il of the

repert of the Advisory Cormittec (A/8408/Aad.13) (see para. 151, draft resolution X).

i
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Klectronic data~processing in the United Nations
family of organizations

146. At its 1481st, 1483rd and 1485th meetings held, respectively, on 13, 14 and
15 December 1971, the Fifth Committee considered the report (A/C.5/1378 and
Corr.1) of the Secretary-General on electronic data-processing in‘the

United Naticns family of organizations. The Committee alsc had before it . a
related report (A/8408/Add.16) by the Adviscry Committee on Administrative

and Budgetary Questions.

147. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee and the Under-Secretary-General for
Administration and Management introduced these reports in statements to the
Committee at the 14818t meeting; the Under-Secretary-General, in subsequent
meetings, responded to questions posed by delegationms which took part in the
discussion of this matter.

148, During the course of his intervention, the representative of Brazil proposed
that the report of the Committee on this guestion should include a reiteration
of the views expressed by the Advisory Committee in paragraph 45 of its first

report to the General Assembly at the current session {A/8408),

Decisions of the Fifth Committee

149, By a #ote of 57 to 8, with 2 abstentions, the Fifth Committee approved

the recommendaticon of the Adviscory Committee, as set forth in paragrapns 3,

13, 15, 17, 20; and 22-24, and recapitulation in paragraphs 25 and 26 of its
report (A/8408/Add.16), and approved an additional appropriation of $%56,400 for
1972, consisting of Sectien 3: $287,000; Section 4: $60,000; Section 51 $5,000;
Section 8: $8.000; and Section 12: $9,600. Tt also thereby approved the inérease
in staff assessment income under income section 1 amounting to $63,000.

150, The Fifth Committee, taking note of paragraph 45 of the Advisory Committee's
first rerort to the twenty-sixth session (4/8408), as well as the subseguent
‘nformation made available by the Secretary-General and the Advisory Committee,
andorsed the views expresged by the Advisory Committee in that paragraph, and
recommended that the General Assembly urge all organizations concerned within

~he United Nations system to review their policies in the field of electronic
zata-processing so that the Interhational Computing Centre in Geneva may, at a
very early date, become a truly common facility for the United MNations family of

organizations. ;
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE

151. The Fifth Commititee recommends to the General Assembly the adcption of the

following draft rescolutions:

DRAFT RESOLUTION I

Honorarium of the Chairmaen of the Advisory Committee
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions

The General Asserbly,

Recalling its endersement, at its T29th plenary meeting on 13 December 1957,
of the recommendations made by the Fifth Committee regarding the amount of the
honorarium to be paid to the Chairman of thelAdvisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions,ggf as well as its resolutions 2489 (XXIII) and 2hko1 (XXIII)
of 21 December 1968 dealing respectively with the payment of honoraria and of
subsistence allowances to members of organs and subsidiary organs of the

United Nations,

Heving considered the report of the Secretary-General on the honorarium of
the Chairﬁan of the Advisory Committee on Admihistrative and Budgetary Questionsgl/
and the related repcrt of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions,gg/ : _

1. Decides that, with effect from 1 January 1972, the honorarium cof the
Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions shall
be $25,000 net per annum, provided he is not  actively enszaged on behalf of his
Government or ancther body; | '

2. Decides further that the provisions of paragraph 1 (b) of resclution

2491 (XXIII) shall not apply to the Chairman of the Advisory Committee if he is

entitled to the honorarium by virtue of paragraph 1 sbove.

20/ Official Reecords of the General Assembly, Twelfth Session, Annexes,
agenda item L1, document A/3766, para. 6 (d} (i).

21/ A/C.5/1365.
22/ A/8h0B/nad.3.

fonn
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DRAFT RESCLUTION IX
A

Pension scheme for members of the International Court of Justice:

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 1562 {XV) of 18 December 1960, 1925 (XVIII) of
11 December 1963 and 2367 (XXII) of 19 December 1967 on the pension scheme for
members of the International Court of Justice, |

23/

Having considered the relevant reports of the Secretary-General— and of

the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary QﬁeStions,gE/

Desirous of protecting former members of the International Court of Justice
and their eligible beneficiaries from the rise in the cost of living that has
occurred since their pensions were last adjusted,

Decideg that, with effect from 1 January 1972 and notwithstanding any
provision to the contrary contained in the Pension Scheme Regulations for members
of the Internaetional Court of Justice, the annual value of all pensions in course
of payment as of 31 December 1971, including the pensions of any members of the
Court who retire on or before that date, shall be increased by 1T per cent,
except that the maximum child's benefit payable under Article IV, pafagraph 1 (a),
of the Regulations shall remain $600 a year. |

B

Emoluments of the members of the Internaticnal Court of Justice

The General Assembly,

25/

Having considered the report by the Secretary-General—~ and the related

26/

report of the Advisory Committee on Administrativé and Budgetary Questions ,—

Decides that, with effect from 1 Jenuary 1972, the emoluments of the members

of the International Court of Justice shsall bhe as follows:

83/ A/C.5/136h.
24/ A/8408/naa.2.
25/ A/C.5/136k.
26/ A/8408/Aad.2.
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{US dollars)

President
Annual Sa8larY ¢ v e 0 s e 8 s s 2 o2 a4 v s s e e e 35,000

Special allOWANCE + + o o « s+ o « » & & s = & & 2 & 8,400

Vice-President

Anrmual S2lATrY  « + v e e v e v 0 = = s s e s e e e e s 35,000

Allowance of $53 for every day on which he acts as
President, up to an annual maximum of . « « & & « « & 5,300

Other members

Annual 88l8TF  « 4 s s 4 e 4 s o+ 4 s s 4 4 s ow s s s 35,000

Ad Hoe Jjudges referred fo in Article 31 of the Statute
of the Court

Fee of $67 for each day on which ad hoc judges
exercise their functions, plus, as appropriate,
a daily subsistence allowance of $29

/o-o'
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TRAFT RESOLUTION II1

Extension of the Palais des Natiocns, Qeneva

The General Assembly, _
Recalling its resolution 2488 (XXIIT) of 21 December 1968 on plans for the

extension of conference facilities at the Palais des Nations,

27/

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General=— and of the Advisory

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questionsgﬁ/on the extensicn of the
Palals des Nations,
1. Authorizes the Secretary-General to continue the construction project

within the total new revised estimated cost of $31,186,000;

2. Decides to increase from $1.5 millicn to $2.5 million the budgetary
appropriation for the project in 1972;

3. Decides that the repayment of the lecan of 61 million Swiss franes shall
be amortized over a ten-year period beginning in 1975:

b, Decldes that- the schedule of énnual budget instalments contaiﬁed in

paragraph 3 of General Assembly resolution 2488 (XXIII) shall be amended as follows:

: (US dcllars)

1973 4,905,000
197k 4,108,000
1975 - . 1,660,300
1976 1,960,300
1977 1,914,800
1978 . 1,868,800
1979 1,822,300
19680 : 1,775,800
1681 : 1,729,500
1982 1,683%,300
1985 | 1,636,800
1984 1,590,800

Se Approves the creation of an ad hoe committees in Geneva as recommended by
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions in paragraph 23

of its report.

27/ A4/C.5/1389 ana Corr.l and 2.
28/ A/8408/Aad.10.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION iV

Programme of mzjor maintenance of and improvements
to the Palais des Nations, Geneva

The General Agsembly,

29/

Having counsidered the reports of the Secretary-General= and of the Advisory

30/

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questicns= on the programme of major

maintenance of and improvements tc the Palais des Naticns,

1. Takes note of the observations of the Advisory Committee in
pnragraphs 4 to 6 of its report;

2. Authorizes the Secretary-General to continue with the programme of
major maintenance and improvements, at an estimated cost of $6,773%,8L7;

3. Decides that the budgetary appropriaticn for the programme in 1972
be increased from $1,095,000 to $1,238,000; l ‘

b.  Decides that further annual appropfiations of $1,238,000 should be
authorized in 1975 and 1974 to finance the balance of the programme.

29/ A[C.5/1390 and Corr.l.
30/ A/8408/add.10.



-59-

DRAFT RESOLUTION V

United Nations Building in Santiago, Chile

The General Assembly

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary—Generaléi/ dealing with the

proﬁosed new construction and the programme of modification and improvement of
existing premises in Santiago, as well as the related report of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions;Eg/ ‘

2. Concurs in the recommendations of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions as set forth in-paragraphs 10 to 12 of
its report;

3. Authorizes the Secretary-General to carry forward into 1972 the
unencumbered balance of the funds provided in 1971 for the programme of

modification and improvement of the existing United Nations building in Santiago.

31/ A/C.5/1396.
32/ A/8008/Add.11.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION VI

United Nations accomodation in Bangkok
and Addis Ababa

The General Assembly

1. Takes note with anpreciation of the report of the Secretary-General

dealing with United Nations accomodation in Bangkok and Addis Ababaié/ end of the

related report of the Advisory Committee on Administrativé and Budgetary

34/

Muestions —

2. Expresses its gratitude to the Governments of the host countries for

their generosity and co~operation;

3. Takes note of the observations of the Advisory Committee in paragraph 3
of its report:

I, Agrees to the modification of the schedule of budgetary pavments for
the two projects endorsed in General Assembly resolution 2745 {XXV) of
17 December 1970:

5. éggzgz§§_the new schedule for financing the two projects as set forth
in paragravh 4 of the report of the Advisory Committee onm Administrative and

Budgetary Ouestions.

33/ A/C.5/1392.
3L/ A/8408/844.8.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION VII

Headgquarters accormodation

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2618 (X¥IV) of 17 December 1969 on new construction
and major alterations at United Nations Headquarters,
Noting the reports on this matter submitted by the Advisory Committee on
35/

. . 6
Administrative and Budgetary Questions== and by the Seeretary—Generali—/ to the

General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session,

Noting with regret that there are no prospects at the present time fof the
execution of the projected new construction and major alterations to existing
premises at United Nations Headquarters, as authorized by resolution 2618 (XXIV),

Recognizing that the shortage of space at Headquarters, as well as at many
other major United Wations locations, grows continuously more acuteg.

1. Decides to defer the question of new construction and major alterations
at Headquarters until the twenty-seventh session of the General Agsembly:

2. Requests the Secretary--General to undertake a detailed and comprehensive
study of the situation created by the shortage of space at Headquarters, including
the prospects of executing the project referred to in resolution 2618 (¥XIV), and
to submit a report to the General Assembly at its twenty-seventh session, together
with the concrete proposals and recommendations he might consider appropriate to
meet that situation in the light of any new development:

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to present to the General Assembly

at its twenty-seventh session, in a detailed and comprehensive manner, the studies
wentioned in paragraphs 3, b and 7 of resolution 2618 (XXIV), which were to have

been submitted at the twenty-sixth session.

35/ Official Records of the General Assembly ., Twenty-sixth Bession,
Supplement No. B (A/BLOB and Corr.l and 2).

36/ AfC.5/1381.
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DRAFT RESQLUTION VIIT

Headquarters accommodation: commemorative mural
to the World Youth Assembly

~The General Assembly,
Considering that the World Youth Assembly, held within the framework of the

twenty-fifth anniversary of the United Wations, recognized the important role

that youth should play in the world,

Taking into account that youth constitutes more than half the population of .
the world, '

Recognizing that the World Youth Assembly served a most useful purpose in
bringing together the youth from nearly all the countries of the world irrespective
of the political or ideclogical systems to which those countries belonged,

Noting that the World Youth Assembiy paved the way for a better understanding
among youth designed to contribute to efforts for bringing about peace, justice
and progress in the world, ‘_

1. Decides that a mural- shall be painted to commemorate the World Youth
Assenbly at United Nations Headquarters in New York;

2. Decides that the cost of such a mural shall be financed from the sur@lﬁs

voluntary funds of the World Youth Assembly, within the maximum amount of $10,000.



DRAFT RESCLUTION TIX

Review and reappraisal of United Nations informaticn
policies and activities

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the review and
- 2T
reappraisal of United Nations information policies and activities,éij the related

38/

report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgefary Guestions,

and the relevant statements made by the representatives of the Secretary-General,
Reaffiyming resclutions 13 (I) of 13 February 1946, 595 (VI) of

4 February 1952 and subseguent resolutioné on public information in the United

Nations, .

Bearing in mind that various United Nations bodies make recommendations on

policy guidelines related to information in their area of concern;
Reaffirming the importance of United Nations information centres as appropriate
instruments for informing the peoples of the world about the Organization's -
objectives and activities,
Stressing the need for maintaining central control and direction in the
implementation of information policies and guidelines,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General on

the review and reappraisal of United Nations informaticn policies and activities;
2. Decides that the basie principles 1aid down in resolution 13 /I) and
confirmed in resolution 595 (VI) do not need to be revised, amended or enlarged and
. that they should continue to be applied, subjeect to such directives as the General
Assenmbly has already given or may give from time to time;
3. Approves the Secretary-General's proposals for the acquisition and
replacement of equipment for 1972, as set out in annex T to the Secretary-

Gereral's report, 39/  and decides to consider at its twenty-seventh session the

balance cof his programme of future acguisition and replacement
L. Endorses the proposals contained in subparagraphs 261 (iii), (iv), (viii),

(x), {xii) and (xiv) of the Secretary-Ceneral's report;

37/ A/C.5/1320/Rev.l and Add.l. -

/  A/8408/aad. k.
/ A/C.5/1320/Rev.1/hdd.1. /...

L0

L
\o



_6h-

5. Approves in prineiple the Secretary-General's proposal on the

establishment of a regional production bureau and decides to consider all aspects
of its implementation at the twenty-seventh session;

6. Recommends that the Secretary-General, in accordance with the provisions
of General Asscmbly resolution 1405 (XIV) of 1 December 1959, should review the
composition of the Consultative Panel on Publie Information to ensure that it
reflects the present =situation in the United Nations and request the Secretary-
General to convene the Panel before the tweﬁty—seventh session to advise him on
the information policies and activities of the United Nations:

7. Reguests the Secretary-General to ascertain the publiecity and promotional
needs of the various bodies of the United Nations which undertake universal causes
approved by the General Assembly in order that those needs may be taken into
account when considering the budgetary requirements for the O0ffice of Public
Information for 1973 and subseguent years: _

8. Requests the Secretary-General to appoint to the United Nations
information centres highly qualified proféssional staff in the field of information,
who should give théir undivided attention to the dissemination of information and
the building of public support for United Nations activities, particularly in the
sconomic, sacial and political fields;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to intensify his efforts to eliminate any
shortcomings that may persist in the formulation and execution of information
programmes and acfivities, particularly in the economic and social fields:

10. Further requegts the Secretary-General to ensure the alloeation of adeguate

resources effectively to meet additional needs in the information activities of
the United Nations Conference.on Trade and Development and the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization during the Second United Wations Development
Decade:

11. Takes note of the Secretary~General's statement of 16 November 1971 and
requésts him, bearing in mind'the relevant provisions of resolution 13 (T} of
13 February 1946, 595 (VI) of 4 February 1952, and 2567 (XXIV) of 13 December 1969,
to review the present administrative arrangements for the Centre for Economié¢ and
Social Information and to reorsanize the-Office of Public Informaticn with a view
to ensuring central contrcl and direction in the implementation of information-
policies and guidelines and thereby enabling the Office to carry out its mandate

more effectively;
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12. Recommends to the Governing Council of the United Nations Development
Programme, when it ébnsiders,at its thirteenth session,the Administrator's
proposal on the Development Support Information Service,‘that it should entrust
as much as possible of its information acvivities to the United Nations and other
executing agencies;-

13. Requests the Secretary-~General to report to the General Assembly at its

twenty-seventh session on the implementation of the present resclution.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION X

Restructuring of the Department of Economic and
Social Affairs: a response to the Second United
Nations Development Decade

The General Assembly

Lo/

1. Takes note of the reports of the Becretary-General—
b1/

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions— on the restructuring of

and the Advisory

the Department of Economic and Scecial Affairs and also the observations of the
Advisory Committee contained in paragraphs 8 to 11 of its report; '

2.  Takes note alsc of the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the
United Nations Department of Economiec and Social Affairé;kg/

3. Endorses the suggestion made by the Advisory Committee on Administrative

and Budgetary Questions in paragraph 11 of its report.

Lo/ A/1380 and Corr.1.
L1/ a/8h08/ad4.13.
&gf A/BLUE and Add.1.





