
UNITED NATIONS 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

Twenty-sixth session 
Agenda item 46 

IDENTIFICATION OF THE LEAST DEVELOPED 
AMONG THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

Report of the Second Committee 

Rapporteur: Mr. Salih Mohamed OSMAN (Sudan) 

Distr. 
GENERAL 

A/8521 
15 November 1971 

ORIGIIJAL: ENGLISH 

l. The General Assembly, at its l939th plenary meeting, on 25 September 1971, 

allocated to the Second Coi!llllittee agenda item 46, entitled nidentification of the 

least developed among the developing countries: report of the Secretary-General". 

2. Ihe Second Committee considered this item at its l399th to l404th meetings, 

on 8 to 11 November 1971. An account of the discussions of the Committee on this 

item is contained in the relevant summary records. At its l399th meetir.g, en 

8 November, the Committee heard an introductory statement by the Under-Secretary­

General for Economic and Social Affairs. 

3. When considering the item, the Committee had before it a report of the 

Secretary-General (A/8459) and the report of the Economic and Socjal Council.~ 
4. At the l400th meeting, on 9 November, the representative of the Sudan, now 

joined by Chad and R;,anda, introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/L.ll68), entitled 

"Identification of the least developed among the developing countries" which read 

as follows: 

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-sixth Session, 
Suppl;ment No. 3 (A/8403), chap. VI. 
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"Re-c;_allinG_ its resolution 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 1970 ln which it 
provided a separate section in the International Developffient Strategy for the 
Second United Nations Development Decade on special measures in favour of the 
least developed among the developing countries to enhance their capacity to 
benefit fully and equitably from the policy measures of the Decade, 

"Recalling further its resolution 2724 (XXV) of 15 December 1970 in which 
it affirmed the urgency of identifying the least developed among the developing 
countries in order to enable those countries to benefit as early as possible 
from the special measures in their favour adopted in the various forums~ 

"1. Commends the report of the Committee for Development Planning on its 
seventh session-2/' and that of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop~ent; lJ 

"2. Takes note of Economic and Social Council resolution 1628 (LI) of 
30 July 1971; 

"3. Takes note also of Trade and Development Board resolution 82 (XI) of 
18 September 1971; 

"4. Approves the list of hard core least developed countries contained in 
paragraph 66o-f--the report of the Committee for Development Planning; J:j 

"5. Requests the Economic and Social Council to instruct the Committee 
for Developroent-Planning to continue, in close collaboration with -the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the review of criteria now being 
used for the identification of the least developed countries, keeping in view 
the possibility of modi'fications in the list of those countries at the time of 
the mid-term reviPW of the progress in implementing the International 
Development Strategy; 

"6. Commends the decision of the Trade and Development Board in resolution 
82 (XI) that -the S9cretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development 1<0rk out a detailed and comprehensive action-oriented 
programme, within the competence of the Conference, for the implementation of 
the releYant prov1sions of the International Development Scrategy in favour of 
the least developed countries; 

"7. !'_e_q-llests other organi~ations in the United !lations system to initiate 
similar action-oriented programmes) within their respective fields of 
competence , in favour of the least dev~loped countries". 

2/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty-first 
Ses sian ,_§_-;;:pple;;;;;:;:t ]1)(;.--fTE/4990) , chap. II. 

]_/ TD/B/349. 

~/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty-first 
Session, Supple!nept-l·J0:--7 (E/499Clf:"'chap. II. 
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(a) The representative of Col~~bia proposed the addition of the following 

text (A/C.2/L.ll69) at the end of operative paragraph 7: 

"Such programmes and those referred to in paragraph 6 above should be 
viewed as complementary to the measures proposed to attain the general 
objectives of the International Development Strategy for all developing 
countries, and should not prejudice the develoiment efforts of other developing 
countries 11

• 

(b) The representative of Ecuador, later joined by Bolivia and El Salvador 

(A/C.2/L.ll74), proposed the insertion of the words "in their respective 

geographical regions' after the words "least developed countries" in operative 

paragraph 5; 

(c) The representative of Pakistan proposed the addition of the following 

additional operative paragraph (A/C.2/L.ll70) after operative paragraph 7: 

"8. Recommends that additional resources should be made available to the 
United Nations and its specialized agencies in order to ensure early and 
effective implementation of action-oriented programmes in favour of the least 
developed countries 11

• 

(d) The representative of r1adagascar proposed the insertion of a new 

operative paragraph 6 (A/C.2/L.ll7l), which read as follows: 

"6. ]>urt_her requests the Economic and Social Council, through its 
Committee for Development Planning, to refine the existing criteria and to 
establish new criteria, in close collaboration with the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development, with a viev to drawing up a list of 
countries which are relatively underprivilezed in certain sectors that are 
vi tal to their economic develop:r1ent' 1

• 

(e) The representative of Uruguay proposed the insertion, in operative 

paragraph 5, (A/C.2/L.ll72) of the words "as well as any other criteria which may 

in due course be deemed appropriaten after the words nnow being used". 

6. At the same meeting, the representative of the Sudan, also on behalf of the 

sponsors, revised the draft resolution (A/C.2/L.ll68/Rev.l) on the basis of the oral 

amendments proposed by France so that: 

(a) Operative paragraph 7 was reworded to read as follows: 

"7. Requests other organs and programmes of the United Nations, including 
the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization) to initiate similar action-oriented programmes, 
within their respective fields of competence, in favour of the least developed 
countries ;1

• 

/ ... 
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(b) The follm1ing new operative paragraph was added: 

"8. Further requests the international orp;anizations within the United 
Nations system to take fully into account the special needs of the least 
developed among the developing countries when formulating their prograrr®es of 
activities or selecting the projects they finance". 

7. Burundi, Ethiopia, France, India, Iran, Lesotho, Mali, the Niger, the Syrian 

Arab Republic, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and 

Yugoslavia also joined in sponsoring the draft r~solution. 

8. At the 140lst meeting, on 10 November, the Committee had before it the revised 

draft resolution (A/C.2/L.ll68/Rev.l). 

9. At the same meeting, the representative of Kenya introduced amendments 

(A/C.2/L.ll73) to the revised draft resolution which called for: 

(a) The addition of three paragraphs after the second preambular paragraph, 

which read as follows: 

"Considering the.t the criteria used so far for the identification of the 
1 hard cor~-least developed among the developing countries is far from being 
adequate, 

"Considering further the unavailability of necessary comparative data in 
most developing countries-, 

;
1Mindful of the varying stages of economic development among the 

developing countries as a wholelf. 

(b) The addition of a new operative paragraph 5 to read as follows: 

"5. Requests the Economic and Social Council, as well as all the 
international organizations concerned in the United Nations system, to consider 
according special treatment to all developing countries~ in a sliding scale, 
taking d'u.e account of the level of eccnoiliic development of each country'j. 

10. The representative of Guatemala also introduced an amendment (A/C.2/L.ll75) to 

the draft resolution, which called for the insertion, in operative paragraph 4, of 

the word "tentative" before the word "list". He also joined in sponsoring the 

amendment submitted by Bolivia, Ecuador and El Salvador (A/C.2/L.ll74). 

11. Ceylon and Nepal joined in sponsoring the revised draft resolution. 

12. At the l402nd meeting, on 10 November, the representative of Colombia revised 

the amendments (A/C.2/L.ll69/Rev.l) to add hm new operative paragraphs, which 

read as follows: 

/ ... 
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"10. Requests that any special measure taken in favour of the least 
developed countries would be supplementary to the general measures applicable 
to all developing countries;". 

"11. Requests that action on special measures taken in favour of the 
least developed countries must not result in injury or prejudice to the 
interests of other developing countries but should ensure due and equitable 
benefits in favour of the least developed among them". 

13. The representative of l1adar;ascar revised his amendment (A/C.2/L.ll7l/Rev.l) to 

read as follows: 

"6. Further_requests the Economic and Social Council, through its 
Committee for Development Planning, to refine the existing criteria and to 
establish new criteria, in close collaboration with the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development, with a view to drawing up a list of 
countries which are relatively disadvantaged taking into account the 
existence of critical major econo:m.ic sectors:, 11

• 

11;. The representative of Trinidad and Tobap;o introduced an amendment 

(A/C.2/L.ll76) to replace the existing operative paragraph 5 by the following 

text: 

"5. Requests the Economic and Social Coui)cil to instruct the Committee 
for Development Planning to continue, in close collaboration with the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, to review the criteria now 
being used for the identification of the least developed countries, keeping 
in view the possibility of modifications in the list of those countries as 
early as possible, and to work on criteria for the identification of the 
relatively disadvantaged countries in the context of a geographic region 
and taklng into account the existence of critical major economic sectors ;n. 

15. Afghanistan, Egypt, Uganda and the Upper Volta joined in sponsoring the 

revised draft resolution. 

16. The representative of the Sudan, also on behalf of' the sponsors, accepted: 

(a) The amendment proposed by Uruguay (A/C.2/L.ll72) to insert the words "as 

1<ell as any other criteria which may in due course be deemed appropriate" after 

the words "nmr being used" in operative paragraph 5 of the revised draft 

resolution (A/C.2/L.ll68/Rev.l); and 

(b) One of the paragraphs proposed by the representative of Kenya 

(A/C.2/L.ll73) to be added after the second preambular paragraph, which read as 

follows: 11Nindful of the varying stages of economic development among the 

I .. . 



A/8521 
English 
Page 6 

developing countries as a whole". He orally revised the draft 

resolution (A/C.2/L.ll68/Rev.l) to include the words "as appropriate" between the 

words "initiate 11 and 11 similar n in the seventh operative 

paragraph (A/C.2/L.ll68/Rev.2). 

17. The representative of Kenya revised his amendments (A/C.2/L.ll73/Rev.l), which 

called for: 

(a) The addition of two paragraphs before the third preambular paragraph, to 

read as follows: 

"Considering that the criteria used so far for the identification of the 
'hard core' least developed among the developing countries is far from being 
adequate, 

"Considering further the unavailability of necessary comparative data in 
most developing countries 11

; 

(b) The addition of a new operative paragraph 5 to read: 

"5. Requests the Economic and Social Council, as ''ell as all the 
international- organizations concerned in the United Nations system, to 
consider according appropriate treatment to all developing countries, in a 
sliding scale, established on the basis of the criteria referred to in 
paragraph 6 below, taking due account of the level of economic development of 

" each country . 

18. At the same meeting the representative of Pakistan withdrew his amendment 

(A/C.2/L.ll70). 

19. At the l403rd meeting, on ll November, the representative of Ecuador, on 

behalf of the sponsors, also withdrew the amendment (A/C.2/L;ll74). 

20. Australia, Bolivia, Ecuador, El Salvador and Guatemala joined in sponsoring 

the amendment submitted by Trinidad and Tobago (A/C.2/L.ll76). 

21. The Committee then voted on the revised draft resolution (A/C.2/L.ll68/Rev.2) 

and the amendments thereto as follows: 

(~) In a roll-call vote requested by the representative of Colombia, it 

rejected, by 35 votes to 34, 'with 46 abstentions, the amendments submitted by his 

delegation (A/C.2/L.ll69/Rev.l). The voting was as follows: 

/ ... 
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In favour: Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Gabon, 
Guatemala, Indonesia, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Libyan Arab Republic, Hadagascar, Hexico, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Peru, Philippines, Senegal, Singapore, Spain, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela, Zaire. 

Against: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bhutan, Burundi, Canada, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, France, Guinea, India, Iran, Ivory Coast, 
Japan, Lesotho, ]\,1ali, Nepal, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, 
Somalia~ Sudan, Sv:A.ziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, 
Uganda, United KingdoTI of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, 
Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Abstaipin~: Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Belgium, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Central African 
Republic, Ceylon, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Dahomey, Denmark, 
Fiji, Finland, Gambia, Ghana, Guyana, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, 
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Khmer Republic, Laos, Liberia, Malaysia, 
Hauritania, Mongolia, Hurocco~ Netherlands, Norway, People 1 s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen, People's Republic of the Congo, 
Poland. Portugal, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, South 
Africa, Thailand, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics. 

(E_) In a roll-call vote requested by the representative of Madagascar, it 

rejected, by 39 votes to 27, 1·1ith 51 abstentions, the amendment submitted by his 

delegation (A/C.2/L.ll71/Rev.l). The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Argentina, Australia, Bolivia, Central African Republic, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, Gabon, 
Guatemala, Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Madagascar~ 
Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, People's Republic of the 
Congo, Peru, Senegal, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Zaire. 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Bhutan, Burundi~ Canada, Ceylon, Chad, 
Cuba, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, France, Guinea, India, 
Iran, Iraq, Japan, Lesotho, Liberia, Malaysia, Mali, Nepal, 
Nicaragua, Rwanda, Somalia~ Sudan" Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Tunisia, Uganda, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States 
of America, Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

/ ... 
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Abstaining: Austria, Bahrain, Barbados) Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burna, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Chile, Cyprus, 
Czechoslovakia, Dahomey, Denmark, Finland, Gambia, Ghana, Guyana, 
Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Isr.ael, Italy, Ivory Coast, 
Jordan, Khmer Republic, Laos, Lebanon, Li"Dyan Arab Republic, 
Hexi co 'J l1ongoli a, Netherlands , New Zealand, Norvray, Panama, 
Paraguay, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Saudi Arabia, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, South Africa, Spain, Thailand, Turkey, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic., Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republ i •os , Uruguay. 

(c) On a separate vote, requested by the reprcsent~tive of Senegal, taken 

by roll-call at the request of the representative of Kenya, it adopted paragraph 1 

of the amendments submitted by his delegation (A/C.2/L.ll73/Rev.l) by 37 votes to 

31, with 50 acstenticr:s. Ihe voting was as follows: 

In favour: Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, Bolivia, Central African 
Republic, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dahomey, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, Guyana, 
Honduras, Indonesia, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, 
Khmer Republic, Kuwait, Lebanon, }/[adagascar, M:alavi, Nicaragua, 
People's Republic of the Congo, Senegal, Swaz~land, Thailand~ 
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, Venezuela, Zaire. 

Against: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bhutan, Burundi, Ceylon, Chad, Egypt, 
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Guinea, India, Japan, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Malaysia, Hali, Nepal, Niger, Panama, Rwanda, Somalia, 
Sudan~ Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, United Kingdom.of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, 
United States of America, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Abstaining: Austria, Barbados, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Canada, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Fiji, Finland, France, Gambia, Hunga~J, 
Iceland, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Laos, Libyan Arab 
Republic, Mauritania, Mexico, Nongolia, Morocco, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, ~ligeria, Norway, People t s Democratic Republic of 
Yemen, Peru, Phili~pines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Saudi 
Arabia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, South Africa, Spain, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics. 

(d) On a separate vote, requested by the representative of Senegal, taken 

by roll-call at the request of the representative of Kenya, it rejected 

paragraph 2 of the amendments submitted by his delegation (A/C.2/L.ll73/Rev.l), 

by 51 votes to 13, <lith 56 abstentions. The votine; was as follows: 

I ... 
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In favour: Bahrain, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Honduras, Jordan, Kenya, 
Khmer Republic, Kuwait, Laos, Malawi, Thailand, Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

Against: Afghanistan, Algeria, Belgium, Bhutan, Brazil, Burundi, Cameroon, 
Canada, Ceylon, Chad, Cuba, Egypt, E~uatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Finland, France, Greece~ Guinea, Guyana, India, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland, Italy, Japan, Lesotho, Liberia, Malaysia, Mali, Iqepal, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, Norway, People's Republic of 
the Congo, Rwanda, Singapore, Somalia, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Tunisia, Uganda, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States 
of America, Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Abstaining: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Barbados, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Central African 
Republic, Chile, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Dahomey, Denmark, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, 
Ghana, Guatemala, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Israel~ Iv'ory 
Coast, Jamaica, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Republic, Y!adagascar, 
l\'lauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco~ Nicaragua, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Panama, People's Democratic Republic of Yemen, Peru, 
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, South Africa, Spain, Swaziland, Togo, Turkey, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, Uruguay, Zaire. 

(~) It rejected by 37 votes to 31, with 52 abstentions, the amendment 

submitted by the representative of Guatewala (A/C .2/L.ll75), who re~uested a 

roll-call vote. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Argentina, Australia, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, 
Ghana, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, 
Khmer Republic, Laos, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Panama, People's 
Democratic Republic of Yemen, People's Republic of the Congo, 
Peru, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Venezuela, Zaire. 

Against: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bhutan, Brazil, Burundi, Cameroon, 
Canada, Chad, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, France, Guinea, 
India, Iran, Ivory Coast, Japan, Lesotho, Liberia, Y.1alaysia~ 
Mali, Nepal, Niger, Rwanda, Somalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Uganda, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, 
United States of America, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Zambia. 

I ... 
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Abstaining: Austria, Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Central African Republic, 
Ceylon, Chile, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Dahomey, Denmark, 
Finland, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, 
Israel, Italy, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Republic, ~ladagascar, 
Malawi, Hauritania, Hexico, Hongolia ~ ;.1orocco, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, South 
Africa, Spain, Thailand, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay. 

(f) In a roll-call vote, requested by the representative of Trinidad and 

Tobago, it rejected, by 43 votes to 32, with 45 abstentions, the amendment 

submitted by his delegation (A/C.2/L.ll76). The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Argentina, Australia, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Fiji~ Gambia, Ghana, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Indonesia, 
Jamaica, Khmer Republic, Mexico, New Zealand~ Nicaragua, Panama, 
Peru, Portugal, Spain, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Uruguay, Venezuela. 

Against: Afghanistan, Bhutan, Burundi, Cameroon, Canada, Central African 
Republic, Ceylon, Chad, Dennark, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, 
Ethiopia, Finland, France, Icelandj India, Iran~ Iraq, Ivory 
Coast, Japan, Lesotho, Liberia, l1alawi, Malaysia, 11ali, Nepal, 
Niger, Rwanda~ Singapore, Somalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Uganda, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, 
United States of America, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Abstaining: Algeria, Austria, Bahrain, Belgium, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Czechoslovakia, Dahomey, Gabon, Greece, Guinea, Hunsary, Ireland, 
I8rael, Italy, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Laos, Lebanon, Libyan 
Arab Republic, ~-1adagascar, Mauritania, Dlongolia, Morocco, 
Netherlands~ Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, People's Democratic 
Republic of Yemen, People's Republic of the Congo, Philippines, 
Poland, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South 
Africa, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, Zaire. 

(£) In a separate roll-call vote, requested by the representative of Peru, 

it adopted, by 120 votes to none with 1 abstention, paragraphs 1 to 4 of the 

joint draft resolution (A/C. 2/L.ll68/Rev. 2). The voting was as follows: 

/ ... 
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In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, 
Barbados, Belgium, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, 
Canada, Central African Republic, Ceylon, Chad, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Dahomey, Denmark, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, 
Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory 
Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Khmer Republic, Kuwait, 
Laos, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, 
Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi~ Malaysia, ~··1ali, Mauritania, 
I.!exico, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, People's 
Democratic Republic of Yemen, People's Republic of the Congo, 
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somal·ia, Spain, Sudan, 
Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, rurkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambiao 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: South Africa. 

(~) In a separate roll-call vote, requested by the representative of Peru, 

it adopted, by 105 votes to none, with 16 abstentions, paragraphs 5 to 9 of the 

joint draft resolution (A/C.2/L.ll68/Rev.2). The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Barbados, 
Belgium, Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Canada, Central African 
Republ~c, Ceylon, Chad, Chile, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, 
Dahomey, Denmark, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guyana, 
Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, 
Kenya 1 Khmer Republic, Kuwait~ Laos, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Libyan Arab Republic, Luxembourg, :.1alawi, Malaysia, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Fakistan, People's Democratic 
Republic of Yemen, People's Republic of the Congo, Philippines, 
Poland, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Yemen, Yug9slavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

I ... 
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Agnir:st: None. 

Abstaining: Argentina, Bolivia, Colo~bia, Costa Rica, Doninican Republic, 
Ecuador~ El Salva,dor, Guatemala~ Tl1adagascar, Mexico, Panama, 
Peru, Portugal, South Africa, Trinidad and Tobago, Venezuela. 

(_:iJ It adopted the revised draft resolution, as a >rhole, as amended, by 

116 votes to none, >rith 4 abstentions (see paragraph 22 belmr). 

RECOMl·1ENDATI OH OF THE SECOND C Oo1HITTEE 

22. The Second Committee reconmends to the General Assembly the adoption of the 

following draft resolution: 

Identification of th.e least developed among the developing countries 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 1970, 1n >rhich it provided 

a separate section in the International Development Strategy for the Second 

United Nations Development Decade on special measures in favour of the least 

developed among the developing countries to enhance their capacity to benefit 

fully and eQuitably from tne policy measures of the Decade, 

Further recalling its resolution 2724 (XXV) of 15 December 1970, in >rhich it 

affirmed the urgency of identifying the least developed among the developing 

countries in order to enable those countries to benefit as early as possible from 

the snecial measures in their favour adopted in the various forums, 

Considerinr, that the cri~eria used so far for the identification of the 

'
1hard core 11 least developed among the developing countries is far from adequate, 

Further considerinr, that there is a lack of necessary comparative data in 

most developin~ countries, 

Mindful of the varying stages of economic development among the developing 

countries as a whole, 

l. 

seventh 

Commends the report of the Committee for Development Planning on its 

session~ and that of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on special measures 

5/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty-first Session, 
Supnle-ncmt No.7 (E/le990), chap. II. 

I . .. 
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in favour of the least developed among the developing countries of the United 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development J:J 
2. Takes note of Economic and Social Council resolution 1628 (LI) of 

30 July 1971; 

3. Takes note also of Trade and Develom'lent Board resolution 82 (XI) of 

18 September 1971;1/ 

4. 
paragraph 

Approves the list of hard core least developed countries contained 

66 of the report of the Co~~ittee for Development Planning;~ 
in 

5. Requests the Economic and Social Council to instruct the Cow~ittee for 

Development Planning to continue, in close collaboration with the United Hations 

Conference on Trade and D2velop:0ent, the review of criteria now being used, as 

well as any other criteria which may in due course be deemed appropr late for the 

identification of the least developed countries, keeping in view the possibility 

of modifications in the list of those countries as early as possible; 

6. Commends the request of the Trade and Development Board in resolution 

82 (XI) that the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development work out a detailed and comprehensive action-oriented prograrmne, 

within the competence of the Conference, for the implementation of the relevant 

provisions of the International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations 

Develo~ment Decade in favour of the least developed countries; 

T. Requests other organs and programmes of the United Nations, including 

the United Nations Development Prosramme and the United Nations Industrial 

Development Organization, to initiate, as appropriate, similar action-oriented 

progra~es~ within their respective fields of competence, in favour of the least 

developed countries; 

8. Furth<er requests the international or§\anizations within the United Nations 

system to take fully into account the special needs of the least developed among 

the developinr; countries when formulating their programmes of activities or 

selecting the projects they finance; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to include information on the 

implementation of paragraphs 6, 7 and 8 above in the' reports to be submitted by 

him under paragra-oh 83 of its resolution 2626 (XXV). 

§_! TD/B/349. 
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