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~lana.tory Note fo:r U&e ~.n Conjunction w:l~'iih the Showing .of the 
I Film illustrating the Ee:port of the Readqnarters Comission 

On)/:!.4 February 1946, the .Ge!).eral Assel!ib:).y, lll$eting in Lond~n/ap:p6ii:rt'ed 
:. ,"~ ::· .. ,..; ~ 

a Eeadq~te:'.'S Col!l!ll'Lss:.oi:l ·:jQ J!!'C>vid.e informa.tlon qn the hwis of· which the 
I • , •. 

General:Aasemllly cou::!.d r•l'lltf.. a J!j:na!. Q.ecision as tel ·~he €l$B.ct e;'i.ze required 

for a :pill:'!lla"llettt Un.Hed llations h~d.dqua.t>tel•s and its e.u-.c·~ location, l1lni ting 
II . . . : . . , . . . 

the Comlnission 's choice to the Westchester (N.Y.) ·.and Fairfield (donn.) ,. 
II 

Count:l.e.,, that is, n~ar New York Ci~y. 
II , • 
II · . 

Thf·: Col!i!llission :was inst:ruoted. to draw u:p :plans based on the assumption 

,.that th~ Un:l.ted..Nations ~ll require a site of a:p;ro~imate:).y either 2, 5, .10, 
I, . ·. 

20 or: .lt.~ square miles for its headquarters. . The ~ol!llll:l.ssion aseU!ll$d that. this 
I . . • ' . .. •... , 

st!;e SA9uld be within one and a half hours travelf,ng t:l,Ine f'rom midto1m · · 
' ',. 

' Manhatti;m.; ,that it ,shquld have easy access to adequate railways and. roatis; 

;·and tha~ it shou1d.be close enough to other comrouriities, including New York 
' . 

Qity, tb utilize facilities not available at the site, 
. ' 

II - •. •. • ' .: : 

Th:!l Colll!lliseion instituted a study of the actual requirelll$nts of ihe 
• li . 

United. ~tiona and translated them into terms of s:pace, both 'ror the official 
" ' 

buil~s and. fo'1:; 1a J?O,Si!ible ooiLillll!li ty area~ A ~dium b;tll.alns height ~f' six 

·. stor:l,e~~ including a basement, was adopted to give future planners :maxi= 

:i're.edom in choosing between horizontal and vertical ty:pe of arohiteo~ 
, I· , . . • 

' . . 

·pJannj~. 
.. .: ···' ,. : . . .. 

·~·requirements for the official buildings area,were estimated for 
' ' . 

' ... 
· 7,000 ~~:r=ant. delegates ~d internationei!, pereopne~. Requirelll$nts ·:for a 

. ' 

coilllllUirli1tY buildings area, containing dwellings folr permanent and tranSient 

ii • 
50,000 people.· In '!;Jljl,even that nea;oby to'mfl couid ,supp:).y the needed service 

I • • • ' ' 
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personnel,' this figure could be reduced to about 27 ~ooo; s:pa4e caloulatiOil!l 
' " II 

• " - • <-'. :: •• - _. • : ' • •• ·- • • • " • '• ' : li ·--- . ~ ' . 
were made 9n the basis of both assumptions . In c.onve;M'.ing these population 
- , ·, - 1-: . ' II 

figures in~o land requirements 1 a density factor of 20: person' per net aore 1 

.if 
' 

The COmmission first considered 25 pote~tial l!!,it·eEI and t~en selected 

15 for cl01jler stud.y ~ 3 of each a1.za. Advantages and iJ.isa~vattasell were 

carefully yei,gbsd. Finally one site in- elil.ch group was Judged!lto be the best . ' 

for ita site. 'l'he final selections are all in Westche~ter Coi.lnty. 
1 

Combi;ling the ·two l!lain linea o:f' . inquicy • the ssed-ch fo~~~ a sui t&ble 
' . ,, II 

location e.Jld the ,study of apace requirements - the cOllll/liesionll came to the 

fOllowing oonoluaicns: 

2 Square Mpe S:tte 

This Site, .the cloeel!t to New Yox-k City,. lie.s sa~~ o; Wh~te Plains. 
,, ~ 

. . , I 

and has excellent location for the official buildingll !J,tld evetY type .o:f' 
I , • 1' il ' 

' • :: !! . I 

necessary. eervfoe is available. There is a railroad s'\;ation ~ Illiles W(llltl 

parkwa~e ai1d l. mila to the north is the large Weatoheaf,e:r o·o~ty Airp~;:· 

It also ha.$ natural boztder be;Lts, in the fo:nn o:f' parkl.iya a.ndi!roads:·-whioh .. 

·will not oh~e its character. Only 500 PEI:t'~ons might 'have' t~ be dll.aplaoed 

and the vaJI.ue· of the land an!). property is about fi~.e a4d a ·q~er ioillion 

dollars. ').'he site would accClllllllodate. all the official ~u:Lld~· but wo~ld ' 
, ' , II 

provid~_fo: only liiuted expansion. 

·" II 
• I . • • 

'!'his s:!.te is an extension; toward the east·, 
, II ... 

of the 2 SqU!f-"S mile site; 
1 ~ I 

" ' 

Ita ma:tn features ar~ p:racticS"lly the same.· About 1200 pe:raone might have 
.1 .. 11- 1 • 

, I 

to be disp~aced. The .value of the 1and ~d property is; abou~·lfo1 ooo,ooo 

dollar!!. This site would accommodate all the of:t'iQial :jlu:Lldiis with an 

al1oweno~ for.·expansion, dele~atiOn build:tnSs, hotels, );lnd-res~de:J~oes ·fo:t> 

about :Ll,!5® people. 'l'here would _be .a minimum of land ~o:rc ~er parks, 

10 Square MUs Site 

ntis she ,1uat east of Peekskill and is su:rrotmded,: completel;r b;r natural 
' ' • ' I, II 

border belts formed by parkways and one rsaervatiQ!l. ~i_s sitf. 

WOuld aoe~date all the Offio:f.al buildinss, With an aliowanQ~ 
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;;:-or elicPansion1 build.ill81'1 :f'or delegations, 'hotel!IJ, and residences :f'or about 

'301000 people, Jl.I>~tely 1200 .:People woul~;'®ve to be displaced and the 
. •·. . ' , . I•; ·. -. 

valua o~ th,e l~'•and ~party is about jtav~ mllUon d~s: ·' r ·· ·.· .. 

his site is rs:J,ative:cy- iU.frta.tit frO!ll Now ~rk 'e.tU'i othor large supporting 
1 ,: • • • :11 

' 7 ~omt11Uifl"-. ti$.~, Slio~ e.rea P%-dv:od to'be toO sm4-':for s~if~eutficianoy, ah. 
_· .. : : :.: 'I_ • _., . ~ '. . .. .-_ ... • •, •· !li.... _·,.. . . ... .:_- '·, . ~' /f: 

i~t . tive 10 7c;,~s mil.a site n~er t() iev .~r ;. also aoc~ting a : 

.·.i~.. · ~If' •. a.b~~t .. ~?~ 000 :people - might be avai"ble by. eJilarging the 5 aq~ . 
;mila lpite, . . · .. 

·'2o·~pMUe ~ite 
• '' '. ~: ' 1_-, . ' '.' ' . . ·. . .i jO_, r.:.'\t.l. •'· . .iji.- '' .. . ... - : ' . ' . : 
. ~'a site lies ~even m.Uea· ea.at ot :fil~eks~ ·ax:ld has a natural border 
,' _·~{· . '., , . •\ ~-· _ , -,._·111 · .. ·,,- · -~ ..• ·.' 

'bait ~s site ~a a.cc01110d£t~ a:Li tl:le ot:t'i~~ol bUildings With. an allowe;ru;:e 
•·:. 1:.;·.. ., ·./ _):_,· ;_~- i :. __ ·_;. ._ _ _ · _; __ ' _ )' ' ... · ...... _ .. • !1 

'far ion; b~ldings fill' ~$gp.ti~~ hote~~~ residences fox- abOU:t 47,5oQ 
; . ' ;·d[ ' ' - ". ._, .- ·. . • • • 

:pao e or a substantially oomp34te Of'llllll11m1ty1 f,tthout alJ.O'WMCG for .expansi$ 

! of ~ 1e · latter: ~a:t'~ woUld. be. e. total :populat~~n ·displacement at· ~b~ut · ., . 

2,6 ~I ;Peopl;, ~. tbto.l' ~ue J th~ •land. ~.!~o~~Yis about twe+ve mUli01: · 
'· . -- .~- - . 

/ ·l- ·." -.) -' ,-· _.;:. _:~'- :·-, •• -. : ~ • . _,_ . • • ... _:~:li .·.;. ,_.'.' ·_: . ' : ,.- .. _ :·· 
is site iii! llll1 extension ot .the 26 qtla.X'IN mile site t~ the east. 

!._·.' ·. ·.;· -.) ,}<: __ · . : ._-. -- . -~ ,,til _.. . ~-. ' ..... _ .... 
:This site will aeo~te B:J.:( of the o~ioie.l:l~uiJ.di:nss, and a· cailpiete . 

. ' - · .... _~ :' 'l-_.; : ' .. ' ' ~- ·. ;:. : -·_ ·. ·. • . . ., ' '.. lf: :. . '' ' :_ - ' ' . -, ' . . . . - . " : ' . 
: o · ity, with EiJlowanoe for expansion, toget~ w!th a.deqtinte ·land :f'or 

' . . ,. . ' . ' 111- ' . 

1 :::t:o:.~::::eb::;.~:e :at:ti:e:::;p:o:~ ,would 

i twa'll~;t-seven and'a·half million dOlla:t'a. 

. ... .. ~~ ~er sites have .to b,s,do~e to Na~,~~ark alld, othw ~6mmnn1~ies ii 

i wio eoUlli. supply hottstilg and service fM:tlit:lies, '!'he la:t'ger sites ;nElY be 
.. .-- .. _.,.:~- -~- _';' .' _.!:· .. ,, ._·- _ .. _);. .· :·- ', : . . ·.:!i. ;_; .: ' \ ·-:. 1i. 
'fart away sin(le i;Jley Of!Jl be :made pa;i'tly or ~ sel:f'~,c~tain~. '' 
: ": .. ·:· .. - . ,-, . . . ': . ~ ,' ,;~ .· . . : . ·~. . . : . . .).:. . . . ' .. ,_ --

. . · The n:oer ~f ,~ted. Nations delosa:es 4 :pers0ll1lel requ!:'i:ng if 

: p · · t qUixrt~a ,emounts to about 17 ,~00 perfona. · The :nimt'!>er Qf 50, ooo 
I , ::,..·_, _· -~ _,!_:1_:• • .' ·-:· .. ,. :-- '- ~. __ ····, ;"·_ ,_._·:.>!Ji·: ·_. :· .-~•_'~._..· :-· , 
: 0 .. I Sill$ ~he dflega~es, the ~rs~al am , to~ servicing~ ~ . . . ' 

at ion tar a • salt ~ailffioient community~ wo¢l.d be su,bstd.nf;ially z:eduoed 

· in o ae o~ a (site nearer to exi~til).g cml.mm:tt~~s provid.fll8 a g:t'$~t' ~ 
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ot: the n~ssa:r:r eerrloes. 

Th&. C:,¢1llllii!IS1on, . thersfore1 dl'B,lm the ,oo;lloJ.ueion ~t j;ji~t • !$d. :Looaticn 

are ~:l,:reotb rela1i&d. . 
. .: -- ._-. ··. ,I"., ',. , 




