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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The building of institutional machinaries for the advancement of women is considered as one of the
twelve areas of critical concerns of the Beijing Platform for Action.

In the Arab region, it was noticed that most Arab countries have established machinaries, before and
after Beijing Conference. Most were within the ministries of social affairs and few established ministries to
address women’s issues and concerns.

Moreover, Arab institutions and machinaries, are not unified in a standard formula for the structure
and location, and have been varied and diverse in other factors which are considered prerequisites for good
governance. Among those are: location, leadership and terms of reference, human and financial resources
and coordination with the civil society and regional organizations. The lack of unclear strategies and goals
in some countries, have created different schools of thought, in relation to empowerment of women and the
gender concepts, in order to encourage greater involvement of government and NGOs, concerned with
women’s issues, permanent and stronger institutions should be established or strengthened.

In this connection, the major aim of this paper, addresses such ideas, it aims at recommending a
uniformed set of principles and guidelines, which would be followed in institutionalizing the national
machinaries in the Arab region. It is hoped that such action would help governments and national bodies in
accelerating the implementation of Beijing platform. This however have been included in Chapter five
along with checklists, based on the information discussed in four chapters. In chapter one, the introduction
includes background information on women’s participation as both active agents and beneficiaries of the
development process, which improve the quality of life for all, as stated in the strategies adopted in Nairobi
and Beijing Conferences.

Chapter Two, introduces selected theoretical framework within which National Machinaries, are
assessed to function effectively.

In this connection, Chapter Three, reviews existing national machinaries in eight Arab countries,
namely, Jordan, Palestine, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Tunis, Yemen and Sudan. It examines its structure,
location, human and financial resources, its objectives and terms of reference, also its relationship with
regional and international organizations.

As a result and conclusion of this study, Chapter Four, summarizes the findings and lessons learned
from the positive and negative aspects which were helpful to suggest the basic set of principles and
guidelines in Chapter Five.
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