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34. His delegation would like the words "Expresses 
the hope" in paragraph 5 to be replaced by the stronger 
term "Recommends". 
35. In conclusion, he said that his delegation warmly 
supported the proposal to establish an international 
University on the basis of the principles in the draft 
Charter and was willing, subject to the amendments it 
had suggested, not merely to go along with the draft 
resolution but even to support it strongly and urge its 
unanimous adoption. 
36. Mr. VERCELES (Philippines) recalled that his 
delegation was a sponsor of draft resolution 
A/C.2/L.l300 and fully supported the idea of locating 
the University Centre in Tokyo; it attributed signifi
cance to the choice of Asia, the cradle of civilization. 
He expressed appreciation to the Government of Japan 
for the guiding role it had played in the development of 
the United Nations University concept and, more 
especially, for its generous offer of financial and mater
ial support. 
37. The University must be assured of a stable finan
cial base if it was to carry out effectively the task 
expected of it. Since the developing countries were not 
in a position to contribute substantially to the financing 
of the University, it was to be hoped that the 
Secretary-General would be able to find the necessary 
financial support from private institutions and in
terested Governments. 
38. Under the terms of the draft Charter, the United 
Nations University would be a research-oriented in
stitution, but its role with respect to training had been 
!eft somewhat vague. His delegation considered that it 
was important to maintain a balance between research 
and training and that training was of primordial impor
tance for the developing countries. 

39. His delegation was in agreement on the fields of 
research enumerated in artide I of the draft Charter 
and felt that the research should be oriented to specific 
problems and lead to programmes of action designed to 
resolve global problems. The continuing growth of 
academic and scientific communities everywhere, and 
particularly in the developing countries, must be a 
paramount concern of the University, for it was one 
means of alleviating the brain drain. 
40. The relationship between the University and 
UNIT AR, which had been closely associated with the 
preparatory work on the University, needed to be clari
fied. His delegation considered that there should be 
close co-operation between the two organizations on a 
regular basis in order to avoid duplication. The Univer
sity Council should consider arrangements to ensure 

i collaboration and consultation with UNIT AR. 

41. Consideration should also be given at the proper 
time to the participation of young scholars in the Uni
versity and to some form of association of youth or
ganizations with its work. His delegation hoped that it 
would be possible to establish an advisory youth coun
cil within the University. 

42. In conclusion, he hoped that draft resolution 
A/C.2/L.1300 would be adopted unanimously. 
43. Mr. CORDOVEZ (Secretary of the Committee) 
noted that the adoption of draft resolution 
A/C.2/L.l300, and hence of the Charter, would not 
involve any financial implications for the regular budget 
of the United Nations, under either article 9 of the 
Charter or paragraph 6 of the draft resolution. 
44. He announced that Uruguay had joined the spon
sors of the draft resolution. 

The meeting rose at 12.25 p.m. 

1549th meeting 
Tuesday, 6 November 1973, at 3.20 p.m. 

Chairman: Mr. Zewde GABRE-SELLASSIE (Ethiopia). 

AGENDA ITEM 52 

United Nations University: report of the Secretary
General (continued) (A/9003/Add.1 (part III); A/9149 
and Add.l and 2, A/C.2/L.l300) 

I. Mr. ABDEL MEGUID (Egypt) said that he had 
been a member of the Founding Committee of the 
United Nations University. There was general agree
ment on the purposes of the university and the general 
subjects to be included in its research and training pro
grammes. The Action Programme for Economic 
Co-operation, 1 adopted by the Conference of Heads of 
State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries held at 
Algiers from 5 to 9 September 1973, drew attention to 
the particular importance of non-alignment as a re
search subject, and his delegation considered that spe
cial attention should be given to that subject in the 
University's curriculum. 

1 See document A/9330. 

A/C.2/SR.l549 

2. The training and further training of highly qualified 
specialists from all countries, particularly the develop
ing countries, was one of the means that the University 
would adopt in order to achieve its objectives. It would 
not duplicate the work of existing institutions but would 
take on entirely new responsibilities. Under articles V 
and VI of the draft Charter (see A/9149/Add.2) the 
Rector and the University Centre would ensure co
ordination and, under article IV, the University Coun
cil would maintain liaison with the General Assembly, 
the Economic and Social Council and the Executive 
Board of UNESCO. 

3. Article II of the draft Charter made provision for 
the academic freedom and autonomy necessary for the 
achievement of the University's objectives. In order to 
avoid a brain drain from the developing countries, his 
delegation considered that scientific personnel should 
be employed at the University on a short-term basis. It 
was gratifying to note that Arabic would be an official 
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language of the University (A/9149, annex I, 
appendix II, section 5); he agreed with the Spanish rep
resentative that specific mention might be made of the 
University's official languages in the Charter. It went 
without saying that Arabic would also be a working 
language in the centres, programmes and meetings or
ganized for the benefit of the Arab or Moslem world. 
4. As stated in annex II to the report of the 
Secretary-General (A/9149), the Egyptian Government 
was considering the possibility of affiliating an institute 
as a regional unit of the University. Each Member State 
should establish a national committee, which would 
channel the information and data necessary for the 
smooth.functioning of the University at the national 
level, collect and transmit information of use to the 
University, set criteria for affiliation, assist in the re
cruitment of highly qualified personnel, and help to 
screen applicants for participation in research pro
grammes. Each State would be free to decide on the 
composition of its committee. 
5. His delegation was impressed by the generous offer 

·from the Japanese Government concerning the estab
lishment of the University Centre at Tokyo and of 
research and training units elsewhere in Japan. It hoped 
that draft resolution A/C.2/L.1300, of which it was a 
sponsor, wpuld be adopted unanimously. 
6. Mrs. YOUNG (United States of America) said that 
her Government, which had endorsed the principles 
and objectives of the University as laid down in General 
Assembly resolution 2951 (XXVII), was impressed 
with the progress made subsequently by the Founding 
Committee. At the ninety-third session of the Execu
tive Board of UNESCO, the first draft of the Charter 
had been significantly strengthened in respect of 
academic freedom, autonomy and organization. The 
revised draft (see A/9149/Add.2) was acceptable to· her 
Government, which also agreed with the 
Secretary-General's recommendation that the Univer
sity Centre be located in the Tokyo area. She welcomed 
the reference made to UNIT AR in draft resolution 
A/C.2/L.l300 and supported the measures envisaged in 
operative paragraph 2, which would give the General 
Assembly a further opportunity to examine the Char
ter. 
7. A world-wide university could have a long-range 

· effect on stemming the brain drain and ending physical 
and intellectual isolation. It could provide co-ordinated 
action for solving social and economic problems in 
developing countries, and should be beneficial to highly 
developed countries too. The University would not be a 
panacea for all the· problems before the General As
sembly, but it would and must grow in size and influ
ence. 

8. Of the key decisions yet to be taken, that concern
ing the selection of Council members and the Rector 
was probably the most important. In particular, the 
Council must be strong and representative. Another 
matter of particular concern to her delegation was the 
type of arrangements that would be made for associat
ing existing academic institutions with the University, 
since that was the most likely area of her country's 
future involvement. Adequate account must also be 
taken of the relationship between the University and 
existing United Nations research and training facilities. 
The University would play an important role as catalyst 
in the global academic community, and one of its first 

tasks should be to bring order to that area of activity 
within the United Nations family. Through its system 
of associated institutions, the University would con
eeivably offer services 'and opportunities beyond or 
superior to existing arrangements for global co
operation. 

9. The University should be financed solely from vol
untary contributions, which were likely to provide a 
larger and more reliable source of financing than any 
alternative source more closely linked to tl1e United 
Nations budget. In addition, education should be free of 
political fetters and influences, and true academic free
dom would be facilitated if the sources of money were 
dissociated from the possible sources of influence. 

10. Mr. CA V AGLIERI (Italy) said that his Govern
ment had given constant support to the action in favour 

·of establishing the United Nations University as a new 
focus for collaboration between peoples. The work of 
UNESCO, the main international agency concerned 
with culture, was complemented by that of several 
more specialized agencies and bodies. In particular, 
UNIT AR had always performed valuable work. It was 
his delegation's hope that the University, if created 
along the lines of the draft Charter, would contribute 
much to the United Nations effort to bring together the 
scholars of the world. Cultural and technological col
laboration, in which the United Nations was rightly 
becoming more deeply involved, was the key to the 
solution of complex material and moral problems facing 
all States. 

I 1. The research programmes of the University 
should include subjects such as coexistence between 
peoples, peaceful relations between States, the mainte
nance of peace and security and other main tasks of the 
United Nations. Scientific research and the application 
of science in the interests of development belonged 
more specifically to the academic and technical world. 
A decentralized system of institutions, if effectively 
operated, was a means of establishing a stable and 
mutually beneficial association between the University 
and the various countries which were hosts to its units. 
Efforts to achieve close international collaboration be
tween scholars of all nations should be as universal and 
powerful as possible. 

12. His Government had proposed receiving one of 
the University units to demonstrate not only its support 
of the University but also its specific interest in interna
tional collaboration among scholars and research 
workers. Adequate financial, administrative and or
ganizational arrangements had already been made for 
the establishment of a scientific unit of the University at 
Trieste. 

13. Turning to the question of co-ordination between 
the University and other United Nations bodies, in 
particular UNIT AR, he expressed the view that the 
provisions in the draft Charter and in paragraph 5 of 
draft resolution A/C.2/L.l300 were adequate for the 
time being. Further measures could be adopted at the 
appropriate time by the respective managing organs, 
and it would always be possible to submit suggestions 
and proposals to the General Assembly. His delegation 
hoped that the Assembly would approve the draft Char
ter and the draft resolution. His Government would 
co-operate in every way possible with the new Univer
sity. 
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14. Mr. GORITZA (Romania) said that the draft 
Charter was a synthesis of the opinions, comments and 
proposals formulated by many States over the past four 
years. His delegation appreciated the work done by the 
Founding Committee of the University and the valuable 
comments made by the Executive Board of UNESCO. 
The time had come to put the final touches to the draft 
Charter and adopt it. 

15. An essential prerequisite for the success of the 
University was that all its activities should be directed 
towards furthering the goals and basic principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations. Another fundamental 
objective of the University was to deal with problems of 
particular interest to the developing countries. 
16. The research and training centres located in the 
various countries would have an important role to play 
as the University's basic units. That type of organiza
tional structure would in all likelihood encourage scien
tific institutions throughout the world to participate in 
the studies and research undertaken by the University. 
His Government had already expressed the desire to 
associate an educational research unit with the Univer
sity. That unit might undertake work connected with 
basic scientific research and the application of the re
sults of science and technology in the interests of de
velopment. His delegation had noted with interest the 
offer by the Japanese Government to establish the Uni
versity Centre at Tokyo, and was in favour of that offer 
in the light of the fact that the location of United Na
tions establishments in various Member States could 
contribute to increasing the effectiveness both of those 
institutions and of the United Nations as a whole. 
17. With regard to the relationship between the Uni
versity and other international organizations, his dele
gation shared the view of the Founding Committee 
(A/9149, annex I, appendix II) that the University 
should co-operate closely with non-governmental or
ganizations, especially youth and student organiza
tions. The draft Charter should include a more precise 
definition of the University's relations with UNITAR. 

18. Mr. SKOGLUND (Sweden) said that it was en
couraging to note the will for co-operation between 
UNESCO and UNIT AR in bringing into being the 
United Nations University. 
19. His Government supported the planned Univer
sity but had not taken any decision regarding active 
Swedish participation. It was satisfied with the work of 
the Founding Committee and agreed with the broad 
outline of the Charter. 

20. The Executive Board of UNESCO had submitted 
comments on the draft Charter (see A/9149/Add.l), 
which should be discussed later by the University 
Council and perhaps be reflected in the statutes 
adopted for the application of the Charter. 

21. He hoped that the members of the University 
Council and the Rector would try to promote a close 
relationship between the University and the world 
academic community, establishing links with univer
sity systems everywhere. 

22. There should be a close relationship between 
UNITAR and the University, as that would, amongst 
othePlhings, avoid duplication of effort. The role of 
UNITAR as specified in General Assembly resolution 
2951 (XXVII) should be plainly stated in the Charter. 

Similarly, in draft resolution A/C.2/L.l300, paragraph 
5 could be made more explicit if the words "Expresses 
the hope" were replaced by "Recommends", as the 
representative of India had suggested at the 1548th 
meeting. On that basis, his Government would vote in 
favour of the draft resolution. 
23. Mr. MILLS (Jamaica) said that the establishment 
of a United Nations University was of particular in
terest to his country, and expressed appreciation of the 
work done to elaborate the details and over-all design of 
the proposed institution. 

24. The University had been conceived as a truly 
international institution, which could contribute to the 
achievement of the objectives of the Charter of the 
United Nations, particularly those relating to peace and 
progress. It could have an independent voice in world 
affairs of crucial interest and concern, where a non
partisan, objective view was sometimes badly needed. 
Its areas of study could relate to some of the new issues 
being taken up by the United Nations system, such as 
the peaceful uses of the sea-bed, the environment, 
transfer of technology, natural resources and trade be
tween developing countries. 
25. In arranging the University's association with ex
isting international institutions and any new ones com
ing into being, care should be taken to minimize dupli
cation and confusion. It would not be feasible to inte
grate all the United Nations bodies involved in research 
and training into the University, but a good working 
relationship with them would be of the greatest impor
tance. The University should be sensitive to the needs 
of the international community and of the United Na
tions and should help to meet such needs within the 
scope of its terms of reference. It must, however, avoid 
becoming merely an agency receiving assignments. In 
its relationship with national universities and regional 
institutions, its best guarantee of success would be its 
dedication to excellence and its unique ability to ex
plore areas and relationships between the diversity of 
cultures and interests. The University must have a 
considerable degree of autonomy, expressed both in 
the funding arrangements and in the system of appoint
ing academic and other staff and the terms and condi
tions of such appointments.lt must as far as possible be 
free from pressures which would prevent it from being a 
truly universal institution. 

26. The University of the West Indies, serving about 
14 countries, had many of the features of the institution 
now being contemplated. The pr:oblems of territorial 
representation on the University Council, assessment 
of financial contributions, a~ademic freedom, location 
offacilities and decentralization had been dealt with in 
setting up the University ofthe West Indies. The close 
parallels with the proposed United Nations University 
should be studied by those involved in establishing the 
latter. 

27. His delegation supported the draft Charter, on the 
understanding that there would be an early opportunity 
for revising it and that discussions would be held at the 
thirtieth session of the General Assembly. 

28. He expressed appreciation to the Government of 
Japan for its generous offer for the siting of the Univer
sity. His delegation had noted the suggestions put for
ward by other countries regarding association between 
their universities and research bodies and the new Uni-
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versity, and in particular the strong interest expressed 
from the outset by Colombia in the establishment of the 
University. 
29. Mr. POERWANTO (Indonesia) welcomed the 
encouraging trend towards deeper understanding of 
and greater support for the concept of the University 
from many Governments and non-governmental in
stitutions all over the world. The time was ripe for the 
idea to become a reality, but certllin conditions must 
still be fulfilled. Although some countries had stated 
their firm intention to make significant financial con
tributions, a generous endowment was very much 
needed. He hoped that funds from Governments and 
non-governmental organizations would be forthcom
ing, and endorsed the view that the Secretary-General 
should be requested to continue his fund-raising efforts. 
He hoped that after the adoption of the Charter of the 
United Nations University by the General Assembly, 
prospective donors could make their contributions to 
the University funds. 
30. His delegation wished to thank the Government of 
Japan for its generous offer to establish the University 
Centre at Tokyo, a city which could fulfil the require
ments envisaged. Since the affiliated institutions were 
to be situated all over the world, he stressed the need 
for proper co-ordination between the central organ and 
the decentralized bodies. 
31. He congratulated the Founding Committee on the 
draft Charter, noting with pleasure the close co
operation maintained with UNESCO and UNITAR. 
His delegation broadly agreed with the draft Charter as 
submitted, but kept an open mind regarding any further 
improvements. 
32. He was pleased that the University would devote 
its work and research to the pressing global problems of 
human survival, development and welfare which were 
of paramount importance to the developing countries. 
The University could serve a useful purpose in provid
ing training and research opportunities for nationals of 
those countries, helping to give them a broader basis for 
performing their subsequent tasks in their respective 
countries. 
33. The concept of academic freedom for the U niver
sity also covered the selection of persons and institu
tions to participate in its work, and equitable geo
graphical representation on the basis of recognized 

-competence_IJlUJ:!t al~~~ be taken into account. Ways 
should be sought of directlngihe felTo\vshipswhich the 
Rector was empowered to accept from various organs 
towards trainees from the developing countries. 

34. In conclusion he wished to stress the importance 
of paragraph 4 of draft resolution A/C.2/L.l300, which 
his delegation whole-heartedly supported. 

35. Mr. DELIV ANIS (Greece) said, with reference to 
paragraph 1 of article I of the draft Charter, that it was 
essential for the time being to limit the University to the 
post-graduate level If the project was successful, the 
possibility of undergraduate courses could be consid
ered. It was important, in relation to paragraph 6 of 
the same article, that the University should offer re
fresher courses for post-graduate and post-doctorate 
studies for persons from the developing countries, pro
vided of course that their national Administrations 
would allow them to absent themselves. He supported 
paragraph 2 of article III, adding tha1: ~.s many develop-

ing and developed countries as possible should have 
affiliated University centres. In that respect, he hoped 
that other countries .would follow the example of Japan. 
He was not quite clear whether the three ex officio 
members of the Council mentioned in paragraph 2 of 
article IV were in addition to the 24 members of the 
Council or included in that number. The question of the 
nomination of alternates and of the quomm of the 
Council should also be considered. He supported the 
idea that members of the Council should not serve for 
more than six years, and added that it ought to be stated 
when the elections would be held. In relation to 
paragraph 2 of article V, he expressed doubts about the 
wisdom of extending the Rector's five-year term of 
office: a fixed term was an incentive to greater effort. 
With reference to paragraph 3 of article VII, he sug
gested that there should be not one Conference of Di
rectors of research and training centres and pro
grammes but two separate Conferences-for the social 
sciences and the natural sciences. He agreed with the 
representatives of Egypt and Spain that the official 
languages of the University should be explicitly stated 
in the draft Charter. 
36. The United Nations University should be free to 
act as experience and circumstances dictated, and 
should be able to implement any measure it had-planned 
if, after a period of two months, the Secretary-General 
had expressed no objection to it. 
37. He welcomed the generous contribution pledged 
by the Government of Japan and appealed to private 
foundations, particularly those in the United States, 
and to Governments to follow that example. Govern
mental contributions should be appropriate, however, 
to the per capita income of the donor country and 
should be made regularly, because a modern University 
had unlimited needs and scholars would work for it only 
if it could honour the obligations it assumed. His dele
gation would soon be in a position to state the amount 
of his country's contribution. 

38. In conclusion, his delegation wished to become a 
sponsor of draft resolution A/C.2/L.I300. 

39. Mr. MITIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) 
said that the revised text of the draft Charter (see 
A/9149/Add.2) was an improvement over the first ver
sion (A/9149). Paragraph 5 of article I reflected to a 
certain extent the proposals which the Soviet delega
tion had made in the Executive Board of UNESCO. 
However, the text of the paragraph would be further 
improved by the inclusion of the words "purposes and" 
before "spirit"; moreover, in view of the importance of 
the paragraph, it should be moved up to follow 
paragraph I, and the remaining paragraphs should be 
renumbered accordingly. 

40. The wording of article VIII had also been im
proved, and now reflected the view expressed by the 
Soviet delegation in the Executive Board that represen
tation of the various social systems and geographical 
regions must be taken into account in the selection of 
personnel. 

41. The purposes of the University outlined in 
article I should be made more precise, in particular in 
relation to the scope of research. The list of subjects for 
research programmes in paragraph 3 was too broad, 
and analysis of the purposes of the University and the 
problems with which it was to deal confirmed the 
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doubts expressed by his delegation at the twenty- that the adoption of draft resolution A/C.2/L.l300 
seventh session of the General Assembly as to the would have no financial implications for the United 
desirability of establishing the University. The subjects Nations regular budget. His delegation therefore 
it was to cover were already being dealt with by many wished to stress yet again that the University should be 
organizations of the United Nations, such as UNESCO financed only from voluntary contributions, and funds 
and UNIT AR. The draft Charter was worded in such a from the regular budget of the United Nations system 
way that from the outset the University would duplicate should not be used. Contributions from non-govern-
the work of existing United Nations institutions, and it mental sources should not be accompanied by any con-
would be more reasonable to make maximum use of the ditions relating to the nature of research or the direction 
possibilities already existing within the United Nations of the University's activities; otherwise there was a 
system. The establishment of new institutions would danger that the University might be used for narrow 
inevitably lead to pointless and expensive duplication. interests having nothing in common with the purposes 
The University should also not duplicate, much less and objectives of the United Nations. 
replace, the work of individual sections of the United 46. In short, the draft Charter contained serious 
Nations Secretariat or of the specialized agencies. It short-comings which must be removed in order that the 
should not conduct research on questions discussed by idea of a United Nations University could be accepted 
the Security Council, the political committees of the without reservation or doubts by those with whom it 
General Assembly or the committees on disarmament, would have to co-operate. 
outer space and the sea-bed. 

47. Mr. AHMED (Sudan) said that effective im-
42· According to paragraph 6 of article I, the Univer- plementation of the project would not be an easy task. 
sity was required to help solve problems in the scientific All efforts would be needed to overcome the complex 
field facing various countries, particularly the develop- problems and to bring reality as close as possible to the 
ing countries. The last sentence of the paragraph indi- ideal. The United Nations University should be dedi-
cated that the University should contribute to solving cated solely to furthering the aims of the Charter of the 
the problem of the brain drain, to which the United Nations, and its ultimate aim should be to mould 
Secretary-General had also referred in his statement to human intellectual and scientific activity into an inte-
the first session of the Founding Committee, noting that grated and harmonious whole subservient to the cause 
most scholars would participate in the University's of man's progress. It should be completely free from 
work on the rotation principle, and not on a permanent all forms of political pressure; in that respect, it would 
basis, which would offer at least a partial solution to be necessary to adhere very strictly to the provisions of 
that problem. He had also indicated that the same end article 11 of the draft Charter. 
would be promoted by the "dual appointment'' system 
whereby some scholars would work in their national 48. The conditions in developing countries provided 
institutions and make periodic visits to the University. inexhaustible material for theoretical and applied re-
Those proposals, however, like the last sentence of search. In that connexion, paragraph 4 of draft resolu-
paragraph 6, remained mere declarations, and could tion A/C.2/L.l300 was of particular interest since it 
scarcely be considered real measures to prevent the provided for direct contact with those conditions and 
brain drain, whose causes went much deeper. The pas- for the widest possible participation by scientists from 
sages of the draft Charter referring to the brain drain the developing countries in the University's activities. 
should be made as specific as possible. Decentralization of the University's operations was 

therefore crucial. 
43. His delegation had already mentioned the lack of 
clarity in the provisions relating to academic freedom 49. The relationship between the University and 
and autonomy. Article II was open to various interpre- UNITAR was a matter of major concern to his delega-
tations, and the result might be that the selection of tion, which considered that the spheres of jurisdiction 
subjects for study and of persons and institutes to par- of each of t~ose bo~ie~ should be clearly spelt out in 
ticipate in the University's work would be.affecte_d by order to avmd duplicatiOn. 
subjecti:y~ fa~tors, with_ the r~sult that the interests oc--·-su.- He-srressed the necessity. of including Arabic as 
the part_rcrpatmg ~oun!nes mrght_ often not be fully re- one of the languages to be used throughout the · 
fleeted m the Umversrty's practical work. University's activities. At some future stage, the 
44. Paragraph 2 of article III referred to the possibility ne~essary steps s~o~ld be taken to ensure that that 
of designating associated institutions of the University, pomt was dealt wrth m the draft Charter. 
but the draft Charter gave no information on the terms 51. The basic conditions for successful launching of 
and conditions for such designation. The relevant pro- the University were largely fulfilled. Any minor reser-
visions should be made more precise. vations on the draft Charter which his delegation might 

45. The question of financing remained a major point 
of principle. Article IX of the draft Charter envisaged 
the possibility of using not only voluntary contribu
tions, but also assistance from the United Nations and 
the specialized agencies, particularly fellowships. Ap
parently, then, the regular budgets of the United Na
tions and the agencies would be used to finance the 
University; his delegation maintained its opposition to 
such a practice, and noted in that connexion the state
ments made by the representative of Japan and the 
Committee Secretary' to the effect that the University 
would be financed from voluntary contributions and 

have would not prevent it from supporting the draft 
resolution. 
52. Mr. KEEBLE (United Kingdom) said his 
Government supported draft resolution A/C.2/L'.1300 
and had voted for General Assembly resolution 2951 
(XXVII). His delegation welcomed the draft Charter 
but felt that a few points required clarification. 

53. Article VIII provided for three categories of per
sonnel, with the Rector and certain senior staff receiv
ing, in effect, diplomatic privileges which the remaining 
staff would not enjoy. His delegation doubted whether 
that was desirable in the case of an academic institu-
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tion, particularly in the context of academic freedom work on social sc1enc:es, biomedical questions and en-
an~ autonomy which the Charter envisaged in gineering. 
art1cle II. In terms of prestige, it would also be inap- 59. The link between the University and UNIT AR 
prop~ate, sin?e the kind of immunity appropriate to was very important,· similar links could well be estab-
pohttcal and mtergovernmental organizations should 
not apply to an academic institution. A demarcation fished with other organizations with similar aims. 
between groups of staff members would also have dis- 60. Mrs. DERRE (France) said that her delegation 
advantages; there was an opportunity to create a uni- had supported all initiatives designed to bring the 
fled staff devoted to academic inquiry, and it would be United Nations U Diversity into being. Accordingly, she 
preferable to avoid divisions from the outset. congratulated all those responsible for the preparation 

of the draft Charter, particularly the members of the 
54. The procedure outlined in paragraph 2 of Founding Committee and the staff of UNITAR and 
article III for associating academic institutions and UNESCO. 
centres with the University was not entirely clear. As 
the Charter was drafted, the University Council would 
both designate the institution and decide on the terms 
and conditions of the association. Would existing 
academic institutions be required to hand over to the 
Rector of the University their land and buildings, and 
perhaps the appointment of their staff, while retaining 
responsibility for meeting the current costs of the in
stitution itself? If so, reservations might be felt. To 
avoid such ambiguity, it would be useful to spell out the 
idea behind the paragraph, which was presumably that 
there should be agreement and flexibility in negotiating 
the form of association. To that end, the words "to be 
decided on by the University Council" should be re
placed by the words ''to be agreed on by the University 
Council and the institutions and centres concerned". 

55. With regard to article IX, his Government had 
consistently maintained that the University should be 
financed from voluntary contributions, and his delega
tion interpreted paragraph I (a) in that sense. With 
regard to paragraph 6 of draft resolution A/C.2/L. 1300, 
his delegation recalled that General Assembly resolu
tion 2951 (XXVII) had singled out the Executive Direc
tor of UNIT AR as having a special role to play in 
co-operation with the Secretary-General and the 
Director-General of UNESCO. UNITAR's expertise 
in research and academic administration should be used 
to the fullest. His delegation therefore suggested that 
the words "and the Executive Director of UNIT AR" 
should be added before the word "including" in 
paragraph 6. · 

56. In conclusion, his delegation wished to pay a trib
ute to the generosity of the Japanese Government's 
proposed contribution to the University. A challenging 
venture was beginning, which his delegation hoped 
would in time make a distinctive contribution to co
operative academic inquiry throughout the world. 

57. Mr. GALLARDO MORENO (Mexico) felt that 
resolution 2951 (XXVII) was significant in that, byes
tablishing the United Nations University, it helped to 
promote the aims and principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations. His delegation supported the work of 
the Founding Committee and the spirit of the draft 
Charter of the University. He expressed satisfaction at 
the work of the Director-General of UNESCO and at 
the willingness of various countries to co-operate in the 
project. 

58. Mexico welcomed the offer made by Japan to 
establish the University Centre at Tokyo, and would 
itself be studying practical arrangements for collabora
tion with the Un!versity. One possibility was a national 
committee to -.:o-ordinate high-level Mexican scientific 
institutions and take part in the University's research 

61. The definition of the University in article I as "an 
international community of scholars'' did not appear to 
constitute an adequate legal definition. Her delegation 
therefore welcomed the clarification given in the sec
ond sentence that it would in fact comprise a world
wide network of research and training centres and pro
grammes. At the end of that sentence it would be pref
erable to replace the words "in the developed and de
veloping countries" by "in the member countries of 
those organizations". 

62. Article II did not provide for autonomy of the 
associated centres and programmes; her delegation had 
understood that the system was to be decentralized 
administratively as well as geographically, but the legal 
structure proposed was in fact very centralized. Her 
delegation therefore proposed that the principle of ad
ministrative autonomy of the centres and programmes 
should be mentioned either in article II or in article III. 
The idea had been referred to by the Executive Board 
of UNESCO in paragraph 6 (b) of decision 4.3.2 of its 
ninety-third session (see A/9149/Add.l), and her dele
gation regretted that the Founding Committee had 
not acted on that comment. 

63. The centres and programmes should also be better 
defined. Were the centres mentioned in article III, 
paragraph 1 (d), only the associated institutions re
ferred to in paragraph 2, or could there be other forms of 
association such as integration or control of temporary 
services. Perhaps paragraph 3 answered that question, 
when it referred to contractual or other arrangements, 
but clarification was still needed as to whether the 
internationally co-ordinated research referred to cor
.responded exactly to the research programmes referred 
to in paragraph l (d), or would merely be a part of them, 
as the beginning of paragraph 3 suggested. In general, 
the centres and programmes appeared to be distinct 
entities. Her delegation would welcome clarifications, 
which should if necessary be reflected in the Charter. 

64. From paragraphs 4 (c) and 6 of article IV it ap
peared that the Founding Committee had envisaged 
two classes of centres: integrated centres and as
sociated centres. The first would be financed by the 
University and have their staff appointed by it. The 
second would be linked to the University by contrac
tual arrangements. That distinction had not been made 
before, and her delegation found it somewhat disturb
ing. The establishment of centres entirely financed by 
the University might place a heavy burden on it. In 
addition, such centres would be cut off from national 
realities and needs, thus contradicting the University's 
objective of international academic co-operation. Inci
dentally, it was regrettable that that objective was not 
reflected in the Charter. Her delegation would there-
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fore welcome an explanation of all the practical implica
tions of the establishment of centres by and for the 
University. 

65. With regard to the personnel of the University, 
her delegation considered that the principle of 
academic freedom was somewhat incompatible with 
staffing the University with international civil servants. 
While possibly the personnel should be given certain 
immunities, it did not seem appropriate to give 
academic staff the status of United Nations officials, 
which would imply undesirable permanence and the 
creation of an international academic body cut off from 
its roots. Her delegation therefore welcomed the pro
viso introduced by the Executive Board of UNESCO 
that certain personnel of the University should be con
sidered as staff members of the United Nations until the 
Council adopted its statutes. 

66. According to article IX, the University's capital 
costs and recurrent costs would be met in the manner 
specified by General Assembly resolution 2951 
(XXVII), which her delegation had assented to with a 
certain apprehension. That apprehension persisted, 
and she therefore wished to state her delegation's in
terpretation of paragraph 1 (a) as meaning that, for 
specific operations conducted for a specific period of 
time, certain United Nations organs such as UNDP, the 

Fund for Population Activities and the specialized 
agencies could make a contribution in the form of study 
or research fellowships or reimbursement of costs, but 
in no other form. 
67. With regard to draft resolution A/C.2/L. 1300, her 
delegation welcomed the Japanese Government's invi
tation to the University to establish its Centre at Tokyo. 
The choice of site was an excellent one in view of its 
location in a dynamic and progressive country, and of 
the intellectual traditions of Asia. Her delegation had 
no objection in principle to the draft resolution, but 
detected a certain contradiction between operative 
paragraphs 1 and 2. Paragraph 1 simply adopted the 
Charter, although some delegations, including her own, 
had proposed amendments. Her delegation did not find 
the Charter fully satisfactory, but did not feel it would 
be desirable to postpone the establishment of the Uni
versity. Paragraph 2 then invited the University Coun
cil to examine the comments made on the Charter with a 
view to enabling the General Assembly at its thirtieth 
session to consider amendments. She therefore pro
posed that for the sake of logic paragraph 1 should read 
either "Adopts provisionally ... " or "Adopts, subject 
to such action as may be taken pursuant to operative 
paragraph 2, ... ". 

The meeting rose at 5.15 p.m. 
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Chairman: Mr. Zewde GABRE-SELLASSIE (Ethiopia). 

AGENDA ITEM 52 

United Nations University: report of the Seeretary
General (continued) (A/9003/Add.1 (part Ill), A/9149 
and Add.l and 2, A/C.2/L.1300) 

1. Mr. DAVID (Liberia) said that his delegation had 
voted for General Assembly resolution 2951 (XXVII), 
by which the Assembly had decided to establish the 
United Nations University. The Liberian Government 
attached great importance to education, to which it 
allocated a large percentage of the national budget. The 
doors of the University of Liberia were open to foreign 
students and teachers, who were entirely free to use its 
facilities. 

2. There was every reason for satisfaction with the 
work ofthe Founding Committee. The establishment of 
a world institution for research and training could have 
only beneficial consequences for the whole of mankind. 

3. His delegation wished to thank the Government of 
Japan for its generous offer and supported draft resolu
tion A/C.2/L. 1300, of which it would like to become a 
sponsor. 

4. Mr. VEROSTA (Austria) said that his delegation 
had supported the United Nations University from the 
beginning. It therefore welcomed the final stage of the 
efforts to develop a feasible concept of a university 
system. 

A/C.2/SR.1550 

5. The idea of an international centre of scientific 
research was not a new one. A number of such centres 
had been created in the past in the field of international 
law, including the Institute of International Law, 
founded at Ghent in 1873, the International Law As
sociation, founded in the same year, and The Hague 
Academy of International Law, whose activities had 
started in 1923. In the period of the League of Nations, 
the co-ordination of efforts in the cultural and scientific 
field had been entrusted to the Institute of Intellectual 
Co-operation in Paris. During the Second World War 
many people had advocated the establishment of inter
national scientific centres throughout the world, includ
ing, in 1943, the Polish sociologist Feliks Gross. In 
1947, UNESCO had been founded to serve as a centre 
of co-ordination and aid in the, fields of education, sci
ence and culture, but the creation of an international 
university had not been considered in that connexion. 
6. Several private associations, among which he 
wished to mention the International Association for the 
promotion of the world university, which had its seat at 
Stuttgart, had proposed an international university, but 
it had been the merit of U Thant, the former 
Secretary-General, to put forward the idea now under 
discussion. 
7. The UNESCO study had shown from the beginning 
that the United Nations University could not be a 
"super-university". Many universities were now in
ternational, teaching students of many countries. The 




