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1. The Gemeral Assembly, at its 478th plenary meeting on 25 September 195k,
allocated to the Second Committee the agends item "Establishment of & world food
veserve". The Committee considered the item during six meetings (A/C.2/SR.528,
329, 335 to.335 end 337). WNime delegations, us well as the representative of the
Food and Agriculture Orgenizetion, took part in the general debate.
2. The cbmmittee had before it a letier dated 22 August 195% (4/2710 and
Corrs. 1 and 2) from the Permanent Representatives of Coste Rica to the United
Retions addressed to the Secretary-General, requesting the inclusion of the item
in the agenda of the session and enclosing an explanstory memorandum; it also
received, at its 334th meeting, a joint draft resolution submitted by Bollvia,
Costa Rica, EL Salvador, Indonesis, Ssudi Arebia and Urugusy (A/C.2/1.250).
Undar the operétiﬁe part of the draft résdiﬁtion the General Assembly would
{a) state that it was desirable that the following questions should be studied:
(1) the desirebility of establishing & world food reserve within the framevork of
the United Nations; (ii) the poselbility of that reserve acting as an institution
to relieve‘emergenéy situations and as an organ for étabiliziﬁg Fricés in an
anti-cyclical direction; (b) request the Secretary-General -to meke that study in
to-operation with the Food and Agriculiure Orgenization, bearing in mind the
roposals on the sﬁbject previously mede in verious organs; and (c) reguest the
scretary-General to report to the General Assembly the results of this study and
he-conclusions‘reacheﬁlfor consideration et its tenth regular session.
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3. At its 335th meeting, the Committee received a revised text (A/C.2/L.250/Rev. j,"‘
of the Joint draft resolution, sponsored by Australia, Bolivia, Costa Rica, ‘r
El Salvador, France, Indonesis, Netherlaends, Peru, Ssudi Arablie and Uruguay.
The revised text reed ss follows: |
"The Ueneral Asgsembly,
"Being convinced of the need for continued mstional sction end
international co-operation:
"(a) To raise the levels of production and stendards of consumption
of foocd in meny ereas of the world vhere famine or chromic malnutrition
is & méjor problem,
"{b) To seek practicebls metliods of preventing unduly large short-
} term fluctuations in agrlcultural prices and to this end to promote
‘the rational disposel of intermittent agricultural surpluses,.
"Considering that in some countries the éstsblishment of e food reserve
for various purposes has been operated efflclently, "
"Recalling the various resolutions adopted by internationsl imstitutions
upon this subject in the past, ‘
"Coasidering that no factual and comprehenaive study hes been made
of the following:
".(&) The feasibility of establishing & world food reserve within
the framework of the United Netions,
"(b) The feasibility of such a reserve acting as an institution
- vhich would contribute to relieve emergency situstions snd to

counteract excessive briee fluctuations,
"1, ggfesses -i'hs sppreciation of the valuable work being done in these
fields by the Food amd Agriculture Orgenization;
"2. Asks the Secrets :¥-General to request the Food ard Agr:.eulture
Orga.nization , taking into account the discuss ions at ‘t.he ninth session
of the General Asserbly and the proposals previously made on this 'aubje
to prepare a factuel and congfrehensive réport- of whet has been and is bej
done in this comnexion for submission to the Feonomic and Social Council ¥
"3. BRequests the Economie and Social Council to report on this metter,
with its conclusions, to the General Assemb
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L. At the same meeting verbal emendments were submitted by:

' (1) The Union of South Afrieca, proposing to replace in sub-paragraph (b}

of the firet paragreph of the preamble the words "to seek practicable

methods of preventing” by the vords "to prevent";

(ii) Australie, proposing that the second peragrsph of the preamble should

reed "Considering thet in some countries a food reserve has been established

for various purposes and has operated efficiently".
Both these emendmenis were a.ccep’ced. by the CO-GRONSOrS of the joint draft
resoluticn.,
5. Various other verbal 'ame'ndménta wereé suggested, particularly with regerd
to the fourth peragraph of the preamble, and it wes egreed at the 3%5th meeting
that the Chefrman should submit to the Commititee, in a further revised text,
his proposed modificetions in the light of the suggestions made in the course -
of the discussion. At its 336th meeting, the Commitfee received the further
revised text (A/C.2/L.250/Rev.2). ‘This incorporsted the two modifications:
proposed by the Union of South Africe and Austrelis end accepted by the
sponsors, and also the proposed changes made by the Cha.:l.rma.n. The fourth
paragra.ph of the preamble of the new text read a.s follows:

"Considering that no factusl report has been made dealing comprehensively

with the following: . | |

"(d} The feasibility of establishing a world food reserve ‘within the

framework of the United Nations, /

"(v) The feasibility of such & reserve acting as an insti‘bution

which would contribute to relieve emergency situations snd to

counteract excassive price fluctuations .

In operative paragreph 2 of the revised text the Genéral' Assembly would
"request” the Secretary-General to "invite" the Food and Agriculture Organization,
teking into account the discussions at the ninth session of the Gemeral Assembly
and the proposais previously made on this subject, to prepare & factual. end
comprehensive report of what has been end is being done in this comnexion, for
submission to the Ec_bnomié and Sociel Council. The Committee also received at
the same meeting & statement, submitted by the Secretery-Genersl, of the fipancial
‘iwplicetions (A/C.2/L.250/Rev.2/Add.1) of the draft resolution.
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6. The revised joint draft resolution (A4/C.2/L.250/Rev.2) was voted upon
at the 337th meeting as follows, & separate vote being taken, at the reguest
of the representative of the Unlon of Soviet Soelalist Republics, on the second
and fourth paragrephs of the preamfile and operative pavagraph 1. |
The second paragreph of the vreamble waa alopied by 38 votes to none,
with 6 sbetentions. ‘
The fourth paragraph of the presmble was adepbed by 35 votes to¢ none,
with 9 abstentions, } | :
Operative paragraph 1 was adopted by 39'VOtes ‘to none, with 6 abstentions.
The joint dreft resolution as @ whole was adopted bﬁ 43 votes to none;
with one ebstention.
7. The Second Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adqption of
the following resolution:

ESTABLISHMENT OF A WCRLD FOOD RESERVE

The General Asgenbly U .

Being convinced of the need for continued nationsl action and
international co-operation:

(a) To raise the levels of production and standards of consumption of
food in meny areas of the world where famine or chronie malnutrition is
a major problem,

(b) To prevent unduly large short-term fluctuations in agricultural
prices and to this end to promote the rational aispoaal of intermittent
agricultural surpluses, ’

Considerigg that in some countries B food reserve has been establlshed
for varioug purposes and hes operated effieiently,

Recalligg the various resolutions adopted by international 1natituticmq
upon this subject in the past,

Ccnsidérigg that no factual report has been made dealing comprehensiﬁ
with the following: , '

(2) . The feasibility of establishing a world food reserve within the
framework of the United Nations,

(b) fThe feasibility of such & reserve acting es an institution which -

would contribute to relieve emergency situations and to counteract
excessive price fluctuations,

e
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- 1. Expresses its appreciation of the valueble work belng done in these

fields by the Food and Agriculture Orgenilzetion;

2. Reguests the Becretary-General to lnvite the Food end Agriculiure
Organization, teking into ascount the discussions at the ninth session of
the General Assembly end the proposals praviouaiy mede on this subject,
to prepare a factual end comprehensive report of what hes been and 1is
being done in this connexion, for submlgsion to the Eeccnomic end Socisl
Couneil; } ‘

3« Further requests the Economle and Scelal Counceil to report upon this
matter, with its conclusions, to the General Assembly.






