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1. The General Assembly, at its 478th plenary meeting on 25 September 1954, 
allocated tq the Second Committee the agenda item "Establishment of a world food 
reserve". The Committee considered the item during six meetings (A/C.2/SR.328, 
3291 33~ to .335 and 337). Nine delegations, as well as the repreo;entative of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization, took part in the general debate. 
2; The Committee had before it a letter dated 22 August 1954 (A/2710 and 
Corrs. J,. and 2) from the Pe:rmanent Representetives of Costa Rice. to the Uriited 
Nations addressed to the. Secretary-General, requesting the inclusion of the item 
in the agenda of the Session and enclosing an explanatory memorandum; it also 
received, at its 334th meeting, a joint draft resolution submitted by Bolivia, 
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Indonesia, Saudi Arabia and UrUguay (A/C.2/L.250), 

. . ... I 
Under the operative part of the draft resolution the General Assembly would 
(a) state thet it was desirable that the following questions should be· studied: 
(i) the desirability of establishing a world food r~serve within the framevrork of 
the United Nations; (ii) th~ possibility of that reserve acting as an institution 

emergency situations and as an organ for stabilizing prices in an 
a.m~;J.-c-y<cJ.J.ce.J. direction; (b) reque~t the Secretary-GenerSJ. ·to make that study in 
:o-ope~ra.ticln with the Food and Agriculture Organization, bearing in mind the 
ro:po1laJ.s on the subject previously made in various organs; and {c) requa~t the 
:aci·et~r-Gfen•:arai.l to report to the General Assembly the results of this study and 

·conclusions reached for consideration at its tenth ·regular session, · 
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3- At its 335th meeting, the Committee received a revised text 
I 

( A/C • 2 /L. 250 jRevJ.') 
' 

of the joint draft resolut:Uon, sponsored by Auatralia, -Bolivia, Costa Rica, 
El Salvador, France, Indonesia, Netherlands, Peru, ·saudi Arabia and UruguaY· 
The revised text read as follows: 

"The Ge!leral Assembly,_ 
"Being convinced of the need for continued national action and 

internationa.l co-operation:-
"(a) To raise the levels of production and standards of consumption  
of food in many areas of the world where famine or chronic malnutrition  

 
is· a maJor problem, 
"(b) To seek practicable methods ot preventing unduly large short-

1 term fluctua-~ions in agricultural prices and to this end to promote 
the ratiooa.i disposal of intermittent agricultural surpluses, 
"£21:tsidering that in some countries the establisbment of a food reserve 

for vaZ-ious purposes has been operated efficiently, ,I

"Recalling the various resolutions adopted by international institutions 
upon thi.; subject in the past, 

nconsidering.that no factual, and comprehensive study has been made 
of the following: 

8 (a.) The feasibility of establishing a wrld food reserve within 
the framework of the United Nations,· 
"(b) ·T!ie feasibility of such a reserve acting as an institution 

· ~hich would contribute to relieve elllergency situations and to 
counteract excessive price fluctuations, 

"l. lj:xpresses its appreciation of the valuable work being done in these 
fields by the Food Wld .1\griculture Orga.ni2:ation; 
"2. ~the Secretr :y-General to request the Food and Agriculture 
Organiza.tioti, taltin!> into. account the discussions at the ninth session 
of the General Assembly and the proposals previously· made on this subje 
to prepare a factual a.nd comprehensive report of wha.t bas been and, is be' 

' . done in this con,nexion for submission to the Economic and Social Council, 
.~ 

"!i• Requests the Economic and Social Council to report on this ma.tter, 
with its conclusions, to the General Assembly." 
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(i) The '(.Inion of South Africa, proposing to replace in sub-paragraph (b) 
of the first paragraph of the preamble the words "to seek practicable 
methods of preventing'' by the words "to prevent"; 

(ii) Australia., proposing that the second paragraph of the preamble should 
read. "Considering that in some countries a food reserve ha;~ been established 
-for various purposes and has operated efficiently" • 

Both these amendments were accepted by the co-sponsors of the joint draft 
resolution. 
5· Various other verbal amendments were suggested, particularly with regard 
to the fourth paragraph of ihe preamble, and it was agreed at the 335th meeting 
that the Chairman 'should submit to the ·eo!Dillittee, in a further revised text, 
his proposed modifications in the light of the suggestions mede in the course · 
of the discussion. At its 3:;6th meeting, the Committee ·received the further 
revised text (A/C.2/L.250/Rev.2). ·This incorporated the two modifications· 
proposed by the Union of South Africa. and Australia and accepted by the 
sponsors, and also the proposed changes made by the Chairman. The fourth 
paragraph of the preamble of the new text read as followe: 

"Considering that no factual report has been mede dealing coillprehensively 
with the following: _ 
"(a) The feasibility of establishing a world fqod reserve w:i.thin the 
f'ramewqrk of the United Nations, 
"(b) The feasibility of such a reserve acting as an institution 
which would contribute to relieve emergency situations and to 
counteract excessive price fluctuations". 
In operative paragraph 2 of the revised text the Genara.liiSaembly 1rould 

"reque~t" the Secretary-General to "invite" the F~ and Agriculture Orsaniwtion, 
taking into account the discussions a.t the ninth session of the G&leral Assembly 

. and the proposals previously .mede on this subject, to prepare a factual and 
' comprehensive report of what has been and is being done in this connexion, for 

submission to the Economic and Social Council. The Committee also received at 
the same meeting a statement, submitted by the Secretary-General., of the financial 

.• ilrplice.tio.na (A/C.2/L.25.0/Rev.2/Add.l) of the draft resolution. 
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6, The revised joint dx;U't resolution (A/C.2/L.250/Rev,2) was voted ll,llOn 
at the 337th meetinS as follows, .a SeB~te vote being taken, at the requept 
of the representative of the ~on of SoViet Socialist Republics, on the second 
and :fourth paragraphs of the pream'l)le a.ru'J. operative paragraph l. 

The second pa.ragre.ph of the _l)reanible was ~ted by 38 votes to none, 
;nth 6 abstentions, 

The fourth paragraph of the preamble was e.der>ted by 35 _votes to none, 
with 9 abstentions, 

gpera.tive paragraph 1 was adopted by 39 votes to none, with 6 abstentions. 
The joint draft resolution a.s a. whole was adopted by 43 votes to none, 

;d th one abstention. 
1· The Second Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of 
the following-resolution: 

ESTABLISHMEN'l: OF A WORlD FOOD .RESERVE 

The General Assembly 
Being convinced of the need for continued national action and 

international co-operation: 
(a.) To raise the ievels of production and standards of consum.Ption of 

food in many areas of the ;rorld vrhere famine or chronie malnutrition is 
a major problem, 

(b) To prevent unduly large short-term fluctuations in a.grieultura.l 
prices and to this end to promote the rational disposal of intermittent 
agricultural surplus-es, 

Considering that in some eountries a food reserve has been established
for various purposes and has operated effieiently1 

Recalling the various resolutions adopted by international ilisti Vl4l,J.VL1,

UPOn this subject in the past 1 

Considering that no factual report has been made dealing coJI!Prehensi 
with the follo;dng: 

(a), The feasibility of establishing a. ;rorld foOd reserve within the 
. ' .. . 

framework of the United Nations, 
(b) The feasibility of such· a reserve acting a.s- ari institution whicn 

Would contribute to relieve emergency situations ana' to counteract 
excessive price fluctuations, 

I 
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1. E;Presses its appreciation of the valuable work being done in these 
fields by the Fo~ and AgricUlture Organization; 
2. Reggests the Secretary-General to invite the Food and Agriculture 
Organization, taking into account the discussions at the ninth session of 
the General Assembly and the proposals previously mde on this subject, 
to prepare a factual and comprehensive report of what has been and is 
being done in this connexion1 for submission to the Economic and Social 
Council; 
3. Further requests the Economic and Social Council to report upon this 
mtter, ~lith its conclusions, to the General Assembly • 

......... 

L_ ____________________________ _ ----- ----------- --------




