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1. In the course of twenty-seven meetings held during the period 
October - December 1954, the Fifth Committee considered the budget estimates 
of the United Nations for the finencial year 1955· As a result of its 
deliberations, the Committee recommends that the General Assembly should approve 

' appropriations for 1955 in the .total amount 'of $46,963,8oO. It further 
recommends that' Miecellaneous Income for the financial year 1955 should be 
approved at an estimate of $6,832,600, which amount, applied as an offset 
against estimated gross expenditure for 1955, will produce a ilet figure of 
$40,131,200. . 
2. The net expenditt:re amount will be subject to adjustments in accordance 
with the terms of financial regulation 5.2, estimated as follows: 

Increase: 
(a) Supplementary appropriation for the financial year 1954 
Decrease: 
(b) Appropriations to be surrendered under financial 

regulations 4.3 and 4.4 in respect of the ftnancial 
year 1953 . • • . • • • • • • • • . . . . . ~ . • • • 

Net_additional decrease • • • • • • • • • • • • 

54-34612 

Dollars (US) 

701,870 

1,193,070 
491,200 
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As a result of these adjustments, assessment of contribution from Member States 
for the financial year, if appropriations are approved as recommended, will 
amount to $39,640,000 as compared with $41,3001 000 for 1954, a decrease of 
$1,66o,ooo. 
3.• The Committee had before it as basic working documents the budget estimates 
and information annexes submitted by·the·Secretary-General,!/ and the second 
report to the ninth session'of the General Assembly of the Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and BUdgetary Questions,Y e.s well as a statement. of the 1954 
budget expenses to 31 August 1954 (A/C.5/577). 
4. The Committee also examined revised estimates reflecting the decisions 
taken by the Economic and Social Council at its seventeenth and eighteenth 
sessions (A/C.5/562 and Corr,l) and detailed estimates for various field missions 
under Section 51 for which o~y a token global provision had been presented in 
the original budget estimates. Details of the Committee's action under these 
headings are given below in the sections of the present report relating to the 
relevant sections of the budget. 
5. Throughout its meetings, the Committee had the assistance 9f the Chairman 
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and BUdgetary Questions who as in 
past years, participated in the Committee.ls discussions. The Committee desires 
to record its high appreciation of the help it has rece_ived from the Advisory 
Committee, whose forty reports on matters dealt with by the Fifth Committee 
during the ninth session greatly facilitat.ed the successful completion of a 
long and difficult agenda, 
6, The present report is not intended to be an exhaustive review of the 
Committee 1s budget discussions 1 a more detailed summary of which, including the 
points of view expressed by individual delegations, is contained in the Of~icial 
Records, Its purpose is to provide a synopsis of the main paints emerging from 
the Committee 1s review of the budget proposals for the financial year 1955. 
7. Since, in accordance with the General Assembly's earlier instruction, the 
Secretary-General's budget estimates for 1955 had been prepared within the broad 
framework of his reorganization proposals, and both items were therefore· closely 

Y See Official Records of the General Assembly 
Nos •. 5 and 5A, document A 2 7 and Add.l. 

g/ Ibid., !h!PJ;>lement No. 7, document A/2688. 
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related, the Committee decided to deal with them simultaneously in the course o:f 
the general debate which, in keeping with past practice, preceded the :first 
reading o:f the budget estimates :for 1955, The Co)llmittee Is discussion and 
recommendations in respect o:f the organization o:f the Secretariat which had 
been referred to the Committee by the General Assembly under item 53 o:f the 
agenda, have been recorded in a separate report (A/C.5/L.325). The present 
report is limited to the Committee's discussion o:f the budget estimates, 
8, The general discussion was preceded by statements made by the Secretary-
General (A/C.5/580) and by the Chairman o:f the Advisory Committee (A/C.5/581) 
which summarized the budget situation in general and made specific reference to 
those recommendations o:f the Advisory Committee which differed :from the proposals 
submitted by the Secretary-General, In the paragraphs recorded below, :further 
detailed comment is given on these questions. 
9. The opinion was widely shared ambng delegations that the Fifth Committee's 
examination o:f the budget estimates was greatly facilitated by the considerable 
area of agreement between the Secretary-General and the Advisory Committee, both 
of whom assumed a significant responsibility in guiding the Fi:fth Committee in 
the discharge of ita functions, 
10, The majority of the Committee's members expressed the view that the 
Secretary-General should be commended for presenting estimates which showed a 
reduction of over $1,0001 000 by comparison With 1954. Members recognized that 
budgetary savings should not be sought as an end. in themselves, but experience 
had shown that an expanding bUdget and an increasing staff did not necessarily 
provide the best conditions for the proper functioning o:f the Secretariat. The 
1955 budget estimates, presented at a reduced level end providing for a reduction 
in total staff 1 marked a praiseworthy reversal of the trend of previous years, 
and many delegations recorded their tribute to this achievement of the Secretary-
General, The Secretary-General believed that the reorganization plan, when 
fully implemented, would lead to a saving o:f two mil.lion dollars by comparison 
with the 1954 level of ~propriations, That policy of retrenchment, it was 
noted, contrasted sharply with the steady increase in expenditure of some of the 
specialized agencies, 
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11, It was considered that the further reductions recommended by the Advisory 
Committee, which, if approved, would reduce the estimates by a sum of $4201 550, 
should be carefully weighed by the. Collll)littee, Although the validity of the 
Secretary-General's statement that his estimates as presented left little margin 
for further cute was appreciated, a number of Members urged that the Cormzdttee 
should take the necessary steps to remain within the lower figure recommended by 

the Advisory Committee, since it appeared that the modest economies recommended 
could be achieved without detriment to the efficiency of the Secretariat. 
12, Several delegations reaffirmed the view they bad expressed at previous 
meetings that nothing should be done to impede or retard the work which the 
United Nations was carrying out for the promotion of economic and social 
advancement, particularly in the matter of economic development of under-developed 
countries, and in the field of trusteeship, They were not prepared to give their 
support to any reduction in expenditure for these purposes without the unqualified 
assurance that the. programmes of the United Nations in these fields, would go 
fopward. as planned, 
13, Other delegations remained convinced that the 1955 budget estimates could 
be further reduced and they indicated the manner in which, in their opinion, the 
objective of attaining a budget at a figure of $35,0001 000 could be achieved, 
They considered that Sections 5 and 5A (Field Missions and the Field Service) and 
Section .19 (High Commissioner for Refugees) provided for the maintenance of organs 
which had bee.n set up illegally and that they shoulii be deleted from the estimates, 
A speeding up of the reorganization programme to achieve its full implementation 
in the shortest possible time, together wttb the reductions recommended by .the 
Advisory Committee and the effecting of the proposed deletions and of other 
economies in a number of particular cases to which they drew the Committee's 
attention, should make possible an overall reduction in expenditure of some 
$5, OO!):iOOOLoJ.lc·,l·co. 

14, Favourable comment on the manner of presentation of the 1955 budget was made 
by a number of delegations, Some P7ged however that while the .concentration 
into single sections of budget provisions for temporary assistance and consultants, 
and for travel of staff, mitot have a useful effect in·permitting a closer control 
to be maintained on overall expenditure for those items,. facilitating their 

 
 



A/288~1
English
Page 5 

eventual stabilization at a reasonable amount, more detailed information on the 
apportionment of these expenditures among the various departments should be· given 
in future budgets. It was also hoped that future estimates for the Publications 
programme would be accompanied by a schedule of details similar to that given 
in.previoue years. 
15. The Committee undertook an initial examination of the budgetary requirements 
of the United Nations for the year 1955, for each section of the estimates, using 
as a basis for its discussion the recommendations contained in the second report 
of the Advisory Committee to the ninth session of the General Assembly. The 
Committee's decisions relating to individual sections are recorded below. 
16. Apart from the discussion of the budget sections, the Committee considered 
a number of other administrative and financial questions with a direct bearing 
on the budget. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF DECISIONS TAKEN BY 
OTHER COMMITTEES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

17. In the course of its proceedings, the Committee was requested to deal with 
a number of items resulting from action in other Committees, The recommendations 
made in the present report provide for the implementation of the decisions of· 
the General Assembly on those items, 
18, The Fifth Committee made its separate recommendations on these items to the 
General Assembly, · In most of the cases, such recommendations involved an 
amendment to the resolution on unforeseen and extraordinary expenses; in 
several cases, however, the recommendations made necessitated either an increase 
in the 1955 budget, or an indication that any resulting expenditures could be met 
within the budget total as recommended, These actions covered the following 
items: 

(i) Treatment of people of .Indian Origin in the Union of South Africa: 
report of the United Nations Good Offices Commission L2gl draft 
resolution adopted by the Ad Hoc Political C~ittee; A/2785; 
resolution relating to unforeseen and extraordinary expenses -

(ii)· Report of the International Law Commission· on the work of its Sixth 
Session L~2T draft resolution adopted by the Sixth Committee; A/2821; 
resolution relating to unforeseen and extraordinary expenses -

(iii) International co-operation in developing the peaceful uses of atomic 
energy: report of the United States of America Lb1T draft resolution 
adopted by the First Co~ttee; A/2820; resolution relating to 
unforeseen and extraordinary expenses -

(iv) Economic development of under-developed countries: question of 
establishment of a spe~ial United Nations fund for economic development 
L25 ~; draft resolution adopted by the Second Committee; A/2848; 
sections 1. and.24; 

( v) Report of the Economic and Social Council (Chapters IV and V): United 
Nations Narcotics Laborato~y ~lg!; draft resolution adopted by the 
Third Committee; A/2e/)5; no specific provision; 

(vi) The question of race conflict in South Africa res~ting from the,policies 
of apartheid of the Government of the Union of South.Africa L22J; dr~ 

resolution adopted by the Ad Hoc Political Committee; A/2858; 
resolution relating to unforeseen and extraordinary expenses; 



(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

(x) 
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The question of +,he frontier between the Trust Territory of Somaliland 
under Italian Administration and Ethiopia [I~; draft resolution 
adopted by the Fourth Committee; A/2859; resolution relating to 
unforeseen and extraordinary expenses; 
Establishment ·of a world food reserve ['bfl; draft resolution adopted 
by the Second Committee; A/2863; no specific provision; 
Economic development of fisheries and que·stion of fishery conservation 
and regulation ['b2J; draft resolution adopted by the Sixth Committee; 
A/2870; resolution relating to unforeseen and extraordinary expenses; 
The Togoland Unification problem and the future of the Trust Territory 
of Togoland under United Kingdom Trusteeship ~5 and ~; draft 
resolution adopted by the Fourth Committee; A/2874; section 4. 
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VISI'I'ORS 1 SERVICE 

19. At its 478th meeting, the Fifth Committee discussed the budget action to be 
taken upon a new section of the budget - Section lO.a: Visitors• Service -
on the basis of a report by the Secretary-Genepal dealing With the Guided Tours 
Programme (A/C.5/603) and a report on the subject by the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/2811), 
20. The principal features of the Secretary-General's proposals were: 

(a) to bring under the immediate' and exclusive responsibility of the 
United Nations Secretariat the Guide.d Tour Service which is at present 
managed by the American Association for the United Nations on a contractual 
basis; 
(b) to combine the service with that part of the Interne Programme which is 
related to the training of university students, Professional guides would 
continue to be employed, In the initial stages the number of guide-inte~
would be about forty, providing for an establishment of twenty working 
guides eaily as against between sixty-nine and eighty professional guides 
at present employed, Subsequ~ntly, however, the ratio of guide-internes 
to professional guides might be increased, 

21. As regards point (a} above, the S&cretary-General took the position, in 
which the Advisory Committee concurred, that a question. of principle was at issu~
namely, "whether so vital a part of the total public relations programme of the 
United Nati~ns should continue to be handled by a non-governmental organization 
of a Member State". When initially consulted on the subject during August 1951, 
the Advisory Committee had recommended to the Socretary-General that, as a matter 
of principle, the guided tour service should be placed under the direct control 
and operation of the United Nations, and more recently it had expressed the view 
that, as the service was essentially in the nature-of a public relations 
programme, it would be appropriate, from the standpoint of orthodox 
administrative and budgetary practice, that it should· form an integral;.part of 
the Secretariat. Both the Secretary-General and the Advisory Committee, howeve; 
paid tribute to the manner in which the guided tour programme had been conducted 
by the American Association for the United Nations. 
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22. As regards Point (b) above, the Secretary-General proposed that each year a 
certain number of students should be appointed to interneshipa at Headquarters, 
to be combined with duties as guide-lecturers. Other points of difference with 
the existing programme for university students would be the extension of the 
term of the interneship from approximately two to twelve months and the payment 
by. the United Nations of the travel expenses of the internes, at present.defrayed 
by the Governments concerned, The Secretary-General indicated that promi~ing 
results were obtained under a similar arrangement during the s\lmlllers of 1953 and 
1954 when "with a view to broadening the multi-national character of the 
regular guides, a group of students from vaFious countries ~s included in the 
Guide Service". 
23. On this question, the Advisory Committee suggested that while any lowering 
of the present standard of efficiency or any avoidable increase in operating 
costs of guided tour service would be undesirable, the desirability of 
expanding the Interne Programme was a question of importance. that required 
exhaustive study in isolation from the question of the guided tour programme, 
In this connexion, the Advisory Committee also asked whether the results 
achieved under the present Interne Programme and those anticip~ted under a 
revised programme providing for an·extended tenure in fact promoted the broader· 

I 

objectives of the programme, which were to contribute to a more informed 
understanding of the purposes and work.of the Organization and to afford the 
internes an opportunity of practical training in techniques of many kinds. 
24, The Advisory Committee, ac·cordingly, felt unable to recommend a combination 
of the Guided Tour Service with any part of the Interne Programme.· It 
considered that entirely separate processes of budgeting and administration for 
these two activities offered distinct advantages and would ensure a clear 
presentation of respective costs. In this connexion1 that Committee also 
suggested that the heavy indirect costs (estimated at some $90,000.) attributable 
to the operation of the Guided Tour Service should be a charge against receipts. 
25, The Advisory Committee also suggested that with the integration of the 
Guided Tour Service in the Secretariat, it would be open to the Secretary-General 
to assign to that service, as one of many Secretariat units, students coming 
to Headquarters under the Interne Programme, and in that·way to test, on an 
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experimental and provisional basis, the merits of a scheme under which the use 
of professional guides and internes might be combined. 
26, At the 478th meeting of the Committee, the Secretary-General stated that 
he was prepared, for the time being, to accept the Advis.ory Committee's 
recommendation with regard to the separation of the Interne Programme from the 
Guided Tour Service, Further, while the present eight-week programme of 
student interneship would be retained, ·he .. · proposed to have a small additional 
group of internes for a longer period. This group would be assigned from time 
to time, on an experimental basis as sugge.sted by the Advisory Committee 1 to 
the Guided Tour .service. To facilitate the plan, the Secretary-General 
requested an additional appropriation of $32,000 in Section 15, Chapter IV, 
towards the cost of the additional interneship programme. 
27. In the discussion on this matter in the Committee, the proposed integration 
of the Guided Tour Service in the Secretariat of the United Nations received 
much support. At the same time appreciation was expressed for the valuable 
work which had been carried out by the American Association for the United 

• 
Nations. The point was also made that the service .had been efficiently and 
properly run by that organization and there appeared to be little advantage to 
be gained in making the radical change now proposed. Several delegations also 
supported the Advisory Committee's recommendation on the desirability of keeping 
the Interr-e Programme separate fr?m the Guided Tour Service. 
28. The Committee took the following budget actions based on the recommendations 
of the Advisory Committee and the revised proposals made by the Secretary-Geneml: 

(a) Approved unanimously the Secretary-General's proposal for the inclusicn 
in the appropriation resolution of an additional section lO.a, Visitors' 
Service, to the amount of $2901 000 which was the amount originally 
requested by the Secretary-General for the Service excluding the 
guide-interne programme; 
(b) Approved by 35 votes to 5, with 3 abstentions, the Secretary-General's 
proposal that the appropriation for section 15 (Common Staff Costs) be 
increased by $32,000 to facilitate the extension of the interne programme; 
(c) Approved by 35 votes to none, with 5 abstentions, the '•· ·c· 

Secretary-General's proposal that the estimate for Miscellaneous Income for 
1955 from the Guided Tour Service, which had earlier been approved at 
$225,000 1 be increased to $525 1 000. 



A/2Se6 
·English 
Page 11 

29. In connection With the question raised by the Advisory Committee, regarding 
the allocation of indirect expenses to the cost of this service as well as to 
other commercial-type activities, the Committee noted that it ms the 
Secretary-General's intention to study this matter and to report upon it when 
presenting the budget estimates for 1956 • 
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PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS OF INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS UNION 
AND WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION 

30. At its 480th and 482nd meetings, the Committee considered, in connex:l.on 
with the 1955 budget estimetes, the question of the permanent headquarters 
~f the International Telecommunications Union and the World Meteorological 
Organization. The Committee had before it a report (A/C.5/6o4) by the 
Secretary-General and the Advisory Committee's comments (A/2812) on the 
Secretary-General's report. 
31. The Secretary-General, in his report (A/C.5/6o4), gave an account of the 
developments in the matter and of the solutions that had been envisaged. In 
tbe Spring of 1954, both the specialized agencies concerned received offers 
from the Canton of Geneva for the erection either of a single building to house 
both of them or of two separate buildings to be rented to the· agencies at an 
annual rent of three per cent of the cost of construction. In both events, the 

, building( a) ~ould be outside the precincts of the Palais des Nations. These 
arrangements, if implemented, would effectively and permanently prevent the 
installation of the agencies on United Nations ground and thus render more 

' difficult tbe development of common services by the United Nations and the 
agencies. The Secretary-General, therefore, informed both the agencies that if 
they on 'their part were willing to envisage .the establishment of their permanent 
headquarters within the United Nations prenincts and to enter into an agreement 
on common services with the United Nations, be would undertake to consult the 
General Assembly on its willingness eventually to consider financing construction 
of the necessary accommodation from United Nations funds. Both agencies 
expressed interest in this alternative proposition and agreed to defer their 
decision on the offer made by the Canton of Geneva until the 1955 meetings of 
their administrative bodies. Accordingly, the Secretary-General asked the 
General Assembly whether it was willing to give at this stage an assurance that 
it would, in principle, be prepared at its next regular .session to approve 
expenditures estimeted approx:l.metely at between one and three quarters and two-
and a half million dollars to finance the erection of a blJilding or buildings 
on United Nations ground in Geneva to accommodate the headquarters of the two 
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agencies provided that, in the meantime, the appropriate bodies of these agencies 
had agreed to suitable plans a.nd to reasonable arrangements in the matters of 
finance and,common services. The Secretary-General emphasized that the 
declaration of intention now requested from the Assembly would leave to the 
Assembly its freedom of action, if the final plana and other proposed 
arrangements did not meet with its approval. 
32. Tbe Advisory Committee, in its report (A/2812) recommended that, subject to 
certain reservations including those stated in paragraph 2 above, the 
General Assembly should give the suggested assurance. 
33· During the discussion of this matter in the Committee, there was general 
recognition of the need to develop common services by the united Nations and the 
specialized agencies. From that point of view several delegations supported 
the suggestion that, the pe~ent headquarters of the. two agencies in question 
should be located on United NationS ground. One delegation, however, expressed 
the view that the financial arrangements involved should be the responsibility of 
the agencies themselves and that, althouga it would be in'order for the 
United Nations to·assist them by means of an adva.nce or loan from the Working ·. . 
Capital Fund, the costs should not be a direct charge on the regular bud&et of 
the United Nations. 
34. The Director of the European Office of the United Nations explained in a 
statement he made before the Committee at its 480th meeting the importance of 
the building(s) being owned by the United Nations. "Otherwise, the position would 
be complicated from the legal point of view as United Nations territory was 
extra-terr,itorial., He also estimated the annual rent which would be received 
from the agencies. at approximately' $50,000, 
35· At its 482nd meeting, the Chairman of the Advisory Committee further 
explained that Committee's position in this matter. He emphasized the need 
for action by 'the Assembly if the Assembly's stated policy of developing common 
services and of concentrating resources was to be realized. 
36. In the ligat of the clarifications provided, some delegations which bad bad 
misgivings at an earlier stage about the assurance requested by the Secretary-
General expressed their willingness to support the suggestion, provided that 
the costs of construction were financed out of tbe.Working Capital Fund rather 
than from the regular budget of the Uhited Nations. 
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:57. ~e Committee approved by ;il votes to 5, with no abstentions, the 
Secretary-General's proposal subject to the reservations made by the Advisory 
Committee in its report (A/2812), It was also understood that the agencies 
concerned would be informed that they should not reject the offer of the 
Canton of Geneva until the position of the United Nations had been determined 
by the General Assembly at ita tenth session. 
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USE OF INCOME DERIVED FROM THE STAFF ASSESSMENT 
PLAN 

38. At the 47lst to 474th meetings, the Committee considered the question of 
the use of income derived from the Staff Assessment Plan in relation to the 
problem of national income taxation levied on salaries and emoluments paid by 
the United Nations to its officials. It may be recalled in this connexion 
that during the eighth session of the General Assembly, the Fifth Committee 
concurred in a recommendation made by the Advis0ry Committee that the Secretary-
General be requested to submit to the Assembly at its ninth session a report 
aimed at a solution of this _problem. 
~9· The Committee had before it a report ~y the Secretary-General (A/C.5/584 and 
Corr.2), the nineteenth report of the Advisory Committee to the ninth session 
of the General Assembly (A/2799) and a further note by the Secretary-General 
(A/C.5/L.~l5). 

40. In his report (A/C.5/584) the Secretary-General pointed out that although 
equality among staff members had been achieved through reimbursement by the 
Organization of any national taxes paid by them on salaries and emoluments they 
received from the Organization, equity among Member States in their burden in 
reFd to such national taxation had not been attained. As a long step 
towards achieving such equity among Member States the Secretary-General suggested 
a possible solution under which the reimbursement of national tax levied by a 
Member State on the salaries received by its nationals in the Secretariat would 
be charged against that Member State's share of the income derived from the 
Staff Assessment Plan. 
41. The Advisory Committee while commending the Secretary-General for his 
determined efforts to find a·so1ution to this problem stressed that the only 
fully satisfactory solution was that all Member States should accede to the 
Convention on Privileges and Immunities. It therefore recommended that the 
Secretary-General be requested to continue his conversations with the seventeen-
Member States who had not acceded to the Convention on Privileges and Immunities 
with a view to their.acceding to the Convention or at least adopting alternative 
measures, whether legislative or administrative, whereby all United Nations . 
officials might be granted the necessary tax exemption. The Advisory Committee 



A/2006 
English 
Page 16 

further reaOIIII!Jended that no action be taken on the Secretary-General's tentative 
plan for the time being. 
42. At an early stage of the discussion of this matter in the CO!llmittee, the 
delegation of the United States expressed its preparedness to give the following 
undertaking: The United States Government would give careful study in 1955 to 
the various methods by which the problem could be solved. If no better method 
were found, it would have no objection if the General Assembly decided at its 
tenth session that. all Member States who, on·the date on which the session 
opened, had not ratified the Convention on Privileges and Immunities or granted 
the necessary tax exemption to their nat~onals who were United ~ations staff --·· 
members, should cease on l Januari-1956 to receive the benefit of the revenue 
derived from the application of the Staff Assessment Plan. 
43. ~re was general concern in the Committee that the unsatisfactory situation 
resulting from the fact that certain Member States had not exempted their 
nationals in the Secretariat from taxation on the salaries paid to them by the . 
United l!ations continued to exist in spite of several resolutions of the 
Assembly requesting such exe~tion or alternative relief from double taxation. 
It was noted that as regards the practical aspects of the problem, the position 
of the United.States in the matter had placed a financial burden on·the fifty-nine 
other Member States in meeting the expenditures for reimbursement of taxes 
levied by the United States Government on_the salaries paid to its nationals 
in the Secretariat. In this connexion, it was ~oted that,in respect of the 
years. up to and including 1953, a total amount of about $9,000,000 had been 
expended or obligated for tax reimbursement. 
44. Nevertheless, many delegations were prepared to accept the Advisory . . 
Committee's recommendation and postpone consideration of the Secretary-
Gener~l•s· tentative plan until the tenth session of the Assembly on the basis 
of the under'iald.ng given by the United States delegation. The views of these 
delegations were reflected in a draft resolution (A/C.5/L.316) proposed by the 
Netherlands delegation. 
45. O:ome delegations, on the other hand, thought that further postponement of the 
solut,ion to the problem which had remained unsolved for more than eight years 
could not be justified. In this connexion it was pointed out that the Secretary-
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General had offered a tentative solution expressly at the request of the Fifth 
Committee at the eight session of the Assembly, based on a recommendation by the 
Advisory Committee. The view was expressed that the Secretary-General 1 a plan 
should be adopted penditlg access:i.on by Member States to the Convention on 
Privileges and Immunities. A formal proposal to this effect was made by the . - . 
Polish representative who also requested that the Secretary-General's plan, 
being farthest removed from the existing system, should be voted on first. 
In this connexion, .it was further pointed out that the Netherlands draft 
resolution concerned the subl!ta.nce of' the question, and was not procedural, 
inasmuch as its adoption would imply the Committee's approval of the payment 
of about $1,650,000 in reimbursement 1of taxation in 1955· 
46.- The Netherlands representative pointed out that he had merely proposed. 
that the examination of the Secretary-General' a report should be postponed and 
that the question should be referred to the tenth session of the Assembly; as 
such' it was procedural in character. 
47. The Chairman then put to the vote the Netherlands dra.:f't resolution 
(A/C.5/L.~l6) which was adopted by ~5 votes to 5, with 6 abstentions. The 
Polish proposal was, in the circumstances, not proceeded with. 
48. The Committee accordingly recommends for adoption by the General Assembly 
the draft resolution contained in Annex D to this report • 
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INCREASE IN THE DEPENDENCY CREDIT UNDER THE STAFF ASSESSMENT PLAN 
FOR THE STAFF AT HEADQUARTERS 

49. At its 482nd meeting, the Committee considered, in connexion with the 
1955 budget estimates, a proposal made by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/612) 
for an increase in the dependency credit under the Staff Assessment Plan for 
staff members at Headquarters. The Committee had also before it a report on 
the proposal from the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
~estions (A/2845). 
50. The Secretary-General's proposal which was submitted as a temporary 
measure, pending a comprehensive review of the system and rates of dependency 
credit which would be undertaken during 1955 by a committee of experts to be 
appointed by the Secretary-General in consultation with the executive heads of 
the specialized agencies, sought to increase the dependency credit for 
Headquarte.s!fstaff in the following manner effective 1 January 1955: 

Present dependency credit 

(a) A credit at the rate of $200 per 
annum shall be granted for a wife 1 

~ a dependent hus·oand, ~ a dependent 
child; 
(b) A credit at the rate of $100 per 
annum shall be granted for a dependent 
parent, brother, sister or 
incapacitated child over 16 years of 
age; 
(c) A credit shall not be granted 
under both paragraphS (a) and (b) 
above. 

Proposed dependency credit 

(a) A credit at the rate of $200 per annum 
shall b.e granted for a wife 1 ~ a dependent 
husband, .2:: a dependent parent, brother or 
sister,~ a dependent chil~ or a mentally 
or physically incapacitated child over 
16 years of age; 
(b) An additional credit at the rate of 
$100 per annum shall be granted for each 
additional ·dependent child, for whom 
credit has not been granted under 
paragraph (a) above. 

y In this context, the term "Headquarters'1 includes Washington, D.C. 
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The Secretary-General's main reason for making the proposal was the inequity 
under the present system between· staff members without dependents or with one 
dependent and those with several dependents. This inequity had become 
increasingly significant at Headquarters partly because of the elimination 
of certain allowances and partly because of increasing costs of housing, 
medical and dental care, household help and transportation, all of which were 
very substantial for staff members with dependents. The Secretary-General 
had also submitted an appropriate draft resolution incorporating his proposals 
for consideration by the General Assembly. 
51. The AdVisory Committee, in its report (A/2845), recognized that there was 
a case, particularly in view of the high cost of accommodations in the New York 
area, for some increase for staff at Headquarters in respect of the expenses 
of maintaining dependents. That Committee, therefore, recommended approval of 
the' plan proposed by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/612), subject to the: 
following, reservations: 

(a) that it should come into force for one year only and it would then 
be reviewed in the light of the findings of the expert committee (paragraph 2 
above); 
(b) that the rates of assessment laid down in the Staff Assessment Plan 
(article 3 of General Assembly resolution 359 (IV) of 10 December 1949) 
should als'D be reviewed during 1955. 

52. In the discussion of this matter in the Committee, it was generally 
recognized that there were inequities in the treatment accorded to married staff 
members with dependents under the Staff Assessment Plan. There was also a 
large measure of support for the conclusions of the Secretary-General and the 
Advisory Committee. Some delegations, however, thought that as the matter 
would shortly be reviewed by an expert committee (paragraph 2 above), any 

decision should·be deferred until the report of the expert committee became 
available. The view was al'so expressed, in this connexion, that any decision 
on this question that might be taken as a result of the review by the expert 
committee could, if necessary, be implemented with some measure of retroactivity. 

L_. .......... ----------------------------------------
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53. The representative of the United States suggested the insertion in the 
draft r.esol.ution proposed. by the Secreta.ry-Gen~ra.l. of a pre134bl.e reading: 
"The General. Assembly 1 recognizing that an inequity of treatment exists under 
the Staff Assessment Pl.a.n between staff members with dependents and those 
without dependents". He further suggested that the first paragraph of the 
operative part of" the draft resoLution be amended to read: "Resolves that, 
as a temporary measure, notwithstanding article 4 of resolution 359 (IV) of 
l.O December 1949, the fol.lowing dependency credits sha.l.l be given between 
1 January 1955 and 31 December 1955 to staff memDers stationed at Headquarters 
or at Washington, D.C.". There was no.objection in the Committee to the· 
insertion of the preamble or to the rewording of the operative part. 
54. At the request of the representative of' the United States, the p~esmble 
and the operative part were put to the vote separately. The preamble was 
adopted by 48 votes to none, with 1 abstention, and the operative part, as 
amended, by 40 votes to 8, ·With 2 abstentions. 
55. The Committee adopted the draft resolution, as amended, by. 39 votes to 9· 
Accordingly, the. Committee recommende for adoption by the General. Assembly the 
draft resolution included as Annex E to this report. 
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56. At its 48oth meeting, the Committee considered, 'on first reading, the 
estimates for miscellaneous income for 1955. The Advisory Committee in its 
main report (A/2688), had. recommended an estimate of miscellaneous income in 
the amount of $6,783,100 1 an increase of $101 000 to the estimates submitted 
by the Secretary-General (A/2647). 
57. Referring to the fact that the cash position of the Working Capital Fund 
had been somewhat better in recent experience, the representative of 
Czechoslovakia proposed that the estimate for income from investments be 
increased by $40,000. 
58. The representative of the Byelorussian JSl>Rl proposed that the estimate 
for income for reimbursement from specialized ~gencies and others for services 
furnished them should be :j.ncreased by $15,000. 
59· The Fifth Committee rejected, by 34 votes to 5, With one abstention, the 
proposal by Czec~oslovs.kia; and by 32 votes to 6, With 2 abstentions, the 
proposal by the Byelorussia.n @SB,F. 
60. The Committee approved, by 35 votes to 5, the initial recommendation of 
the Advisory Committee for an estimate of $6,783,100 for miscellaneous income 
for 1955, noting that this amount was subject to a number of adjustments in · 
respect of items on which it had already taken or was to take decisions. 
61. For its second reading of the estimates for miscellaneous income, the 
Committee had before it, at its 483rd meeting, a report by the Secretary-General 
on the budgetary position (A/C.5/614/Rev.l). As Annex B to that report, there 
was a statement of the adjustments required to the figure of $6,783,100, With 
references to the decisions resulting in these adjustments. The major 
adjustments arose from the decisions of the Committee on (i) the creation of 
a Special Indemnity Fund for the payment of awards made by the. Administrative 
Tribunal on which the Fifth Committee had reported separately to the General 
Assembly (A/C.5/L.324), and (ii) the Visitors 1 Service and the increase il:l. 

dependency credits on which the Committee's action is reported in the general 
,introduction to this report. An increase of $1001 000 in the estimates ws.s 
occasioned by the contempla~ed arrangements for the financing of paper purchases. 
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under which stocks on hand in the value of $1001 000 would be charged against 
an advance from the Working Capital Fund with a corresponding credit to be 
reflected in the estimates for miscellaneous income. ~e contemplated 
arrangements in this regard had the concurrence of the Advisory Committee. 
62. ~e Fifth Committee approved, by 36 votes to 5, the revised estimate of 
$6,832,600. ~is amount has accordingly been included in paragraph 2 of the 
draft appropria~ion resolution for 1955, set out as draft resolution A below. 
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63. At its 483rd meeting, the Fifth Committee considered the draft resolution 
relating to the Working Capital FUnd as submitted by the Advisory Committee on 
pages 16 and 17 of its report A/2688. 
64. The representative of the USSR, pointing to the fact that the appropriations 
for 1955 would be lower than those for 1954 with a consequent decrease in demands 
for working capital, proposed that paragraph l(b) of the draft resolution 
submitted by the Advisory Committee should be deleted, and that the Working 
Capital Fund should be reduced accordingly for 1955 to a level of $20,000,000 
rather than maintained at the figure of $21,500,000 as recommended by the 
Advisory Committee. The representative of the Secretary-General informed 
the Fifth Committee that, though the cash position of the Organization had been 
somewhat better during 1954 than in previous years, there was as yet, in the 
opinion of the Secretary-General, insufficient experience to inC'.icate that a 
reduction in the level of the Working Capital Fund would be prudent. 
65. The Committee rejected, by 28 votes to 5, with 1 abstention, the proposal 
of the USSR; and approved, by 30 votes to 5, the draft resolution recommended 
by the Advisory Committee. 
66. The Fifth Committee accordingly recommends to the General Assembly the 
draft resolution relating to the Working Capital Fund as set out in draft 
resolution C at the end of this report. 
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FIRST READING OF THE 1955 BUDGET ES~IMATES 

Section 1 - The General Assembly 
Commissions and Committees 

67. The Committee at its '45cth meeting examined the estimates for section 1. The 
Advisory Committee had recommended in its main rep1rt an appropriaticn of 
$313,000 for this section as proposed by the Secretary-General: 
68. This section contained provision, inter alia •. under Chapter IV, in the amount 
of $501 000 for the 1955 session of the International Law Commission estimated on 
the ~eis of an eight week sessi01:1,sto•be "held at.lNew .;York. •· _ · ;Sub!3e(J_ueqtly,.~. · · 
the International Law Commission had decided in accordance with the provisions 
of its Statute, that its 1955 session should be held in Geneva, that the 
duration of that session should be ten weeks, and that simultaneous interpretation 
in S:Pal:li.sh should be provided. Thus, the Secretary-General had submitted 
revised estimates (A/C.5/587) fer this purpose, involving an increase under 

' 
section 1 of $14,300 and unde_r section 18 (European Office of the United Nations)· 
of $12,500 •. 
69. The Advisory Colcmittee, in its tenth report (A/2766) had agreed with the 

I 
revised cost estimates submitted by the Secretary-General but had recommended, 
an administrative and budgetary grounds, that the additional cost involved in 
meeting in Geneva 1 as an item of avoidable ' expenditure 1 should not be approved. 
The Advisory Committee had pointed out that in any case the extension of the 
duration of the·l955 session of the International Law Commission would involve 
an additienal eXPenditure ef $7,350 if that meeting were held at.Headquarters, 
and had recommended that this additional amount be provided, thus raising the 
total recommended for section 1 to $380,350. 
70. The Committee, while recognizing that the International Law Commission had 
acted in accordance with its Statute, reaffirmed the authority of the General 

. ' . 

Assembly to take under consideration the decision to meet in Geneva, and, in so 
far as the financial ~lications of that decision were concerne~ the Fifth 
Committee 1 a COilq)etence to expres,s its agreement or disagreement. 
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71. Several delegations. supported the view expressed by the Advisory Committee 
that the additional expenditure involved should not be apprcved. other 
delegations, however, pointing out the importance of the work of the 

' . 
International Law Commission, and the facilities at Geneva, including those of the 
Library, particularly suitable for that work, felt .that the decision of the 
International Law Commission sbobld be upheld. 
72. The Committee approved, by 26 votes to 18, with i4 abstenticms, a proposal 
by the Netherlands that the amount rec~mmended by the Advisory Committee for 
section 1 be increased by $6,950, from $380,350 to $3871300, which would provide, 
inter alia, sufficient funds for the International Law Commission to meet in 
Geneva in 1955. 
73. Subsequently the Committee approved, in connexion with a draft resolution 
adopted by tbe Second Committee concerning a United Nations Fund for economic 
development, a statement of financial in\Plications (see''A/2848) involving an 
increase of $15,400 for this section. Tbe draft resolution concerned having 
been adopted by the General Assembly, the appropriation for this section was 
accordingly increased by $15,400.to $402,700. 

Section 2 - The Security Council, 
Commissions and Committees 

74. At its 45lst meeting, the Committee approved unanimously the maintenance 
of Section 2 pro forma in tbe 1955 budget, noting that should funds be required 
under this section, supplementary estimates would be submitted. 

Section 3 - The Economic and Social Council, 
Commissions and Committees 

75· The original estimates fdr Section 3 having been prepared before the 
eighteenth session of tbe Economic and Social Council, revised estimates for this 
section bad been submitted by tbe Secretary-Ganeral (A/C.5/582 and Ccprr.l), 
reflecting tbe effect on tbe estimates of certain decisions taken at that session. 
The Advisory Committee bad reported its views on the revised estimates in its 
eighth report (A/2763 ~d Corr.l). 
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76. The Advisory Committee, in its main report, had recommended that the 
Secretary-General's original estimates ~or this section be reduced by $9,500 to 
$150,000. While recognizing that a substantial reduction had been made in the 
staff assigneu to meetings held in Geneva under the approved pattern of 
conferences, which included the annuai summer session of the Council, the Advisory 
Committee was of the opinion that some further reduction was possible. The 
Advisory Ccmmittee also considered it possible to reduce the number ~f staff to be 
sent to the United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime &nd Treatment 
of Offenders • 
77. The decisions cf the eighteenth session of the Economic and Social Council 
had resulted in a net reduction of $6,900 in the funds required for section 3· The 
Advisory Committee had concurred in the revised estimate of $143,100 for the 
section. 
78. The Committee considered the estimates for section 3 at its 45lst meeting. 
79· Certain delegations were of the opinion that the activities of the United 
NationE Congress on the Prevention of Crime and Treatment of Offenders (Chapter XV) 
and the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee of Experts on the Prevention of qrinle and 
Treatment of Offenders (Chapter XVI) constituted an unjustified interference in 

the domestic affairs of Member States and were contrary to the principle and 
' purposes of the Charter, One delegation, however, pointed out that it would be 

difficult to reach any conclusion on this matter until rec~mmendations or proposals 
w·ere made by these bodies. A proposal by Czechoslovakia that provision for 
meetings of the two bodies concerned sh~uld be deleted from the budget was 
rejected by 26 votes to 5, with 3 abstentions. 
So. In the course of consideration of other items in the budget, the Committee 
was informed that it had been assumed by the Secretary-General, when calculating 
the effects of the decisions of the eighteenth session of the Economic and 
Social Council, and proposing a reduction in the provision for the summer session 
of the Council itself, that the shortening of that session from six weeks to four 
would mean that there would be fewer items on the agenda and that thus the 
number of substantive officers to be sent to Geneva would be smaller. There was 
no intention, however, to reduce the quality of services to the Council. 



' 
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The Adviso~y Committee, in commenting on the shortening -f the length of the 
·summer session. of the Council, had drawn attention to the fact that on the basis 
of the pattern of conference for 1954-1957 which had been established at the 
seventh session of the General Assembly,_ certain transfers of French and Spanish 
translation staff from Headquarters to Geneva had taken place. Care w•uld have 
to be exercised that changes in the conference pattern did not result in an 
imbalance of workload between Headquarters and Geneva staff. This could be offset 
by changes in the allotment of translation work not pertinent to current meetings. 
82. The Committee approved, by 39 votes to 5, with 1 abstention, the 
recommendation of the Advisory Committee that $143,100 be appropriated for 
Section 3. 

Section 3a - Permanent Central Opium Board 
and Drug Supervisory Body 

83. The Advisory Committee, ir its main report, had recommended an appropriation 
for section 3a in the amount of $22,400, a reductien of $1,900 from the Secretary-

' General's estimate. The Advisory Committee had also noted that should the 1953 
Opium Protocol come into force in 1955, an additional session of the Central Board 
~ght be necessary, at an estimatjd additional cost of $9,700, to be financed out 
of the Working Capital Fund as an extraordinary commitment. In such a case, the 
Advisory Committee would review the related estimate prior to an advance from 
that Fund. 
84. At its 45oth meeting, the Fifth Committee had approved payment ef certain 
honoraria to the Presidents, Vice-Presidents and members of the Permanent Central 
Opium Board and the Drug Supervisory Body on the basis of a scale of payments 
recommended by the Advisory Committee in its twelfth report (A/2780) issued 
under agenda item 47. This approval required an increase of $4,800 to the amount 
eriginally recommended by the Advisory Committee, or a total under section 3a of 
$27,200. 
85. At its 45lst meeting, the Committee approved, by 37 votes to 1, with 
6 abstentions, the recommendation of the Advisory Committee for an apprepriation 
of $27,200 for section )a. 
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Section 3b - Regional Economic Commissions 

86. For Section 3b, covering costs of sessions of the Economic Commissions for 
Asia and the Far East, and for Latin America, the Advisory Committee had 
recommended in its main report, an appropriation of $101,700 representing a 
reduction of $8,000 from the estimates submitted by the Secretary-General. The 
$81 000 reduction was to be distributed e~ually between the two C~mmissions. 
87. In its report the Advisory Committee had pointed to the fact that the 
sessions of each of the Commissions were being held away from the seat of the 
Commission, and noted that it had not been pessible for the Committee to be 
provided with information on the extent of the contribution of hG:·St countries, 
in cash or services, to the costs of these sessiens. The report also drew 
attention to the fact that ECAFE had not so far accepted a suggestion that in 

alternate years its sessions should be held at its head~uarters, and to the fact 
that the Advisory Committee had previ~s~y commented on.the economy resulting 
from the practice followed by ECLA of scheduling a plenary .session in alternate 
years only, with a Committee of the Whole meeting in the interval. The 
reductions proposed by the Committee were based on its opinio~ that it should be 
possible to reduce the ntmjber ef staff to be moved to the respective meeting 
places. 
88. The Fifth Committee considered the estimates for section 3b at its 
451st meeting. Several delegations re~uested an assurance that the proposed 
reduction would not affect the work of the two commissions. The Committee was 
informed th&t the Secretary-General submitted his original estimates as 
reasonable calculations of the funds re~uired to previde particular services. On 

the other hand, the Secretary-General was always prepared t~ make economies, and 
could not state a priori that the savings suggested could not be achieved. He 
would attempt to provide ECAFE and ECLA with the necessary services within the 
sums recommended by the Advisory Committee: if that were found impossible, he 
would rely en the Advisory Committee to approve additionai previsions by transfer 
"f funds or by granting him authority te make commitmenb under the resolution on 
unforeseen and extraerdinary expenses. 
89. The Committee approved unanimously the recommendation ef the Advisory 
Co®cdttee for an appropriation of $101,700 under Section 3b. 
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90· At ita 45lst meeting, the Committee app;oved without objection the 
recommendation of the Advisory Committee for an appre~riation of $50,000 for 
section 4, as estimated by the Secretary-General, noting that ~e amount was 
subject te .adjustment if necessary when the actual requirements for the 1955 
Visiting Mission became known. 
91. SUbsequently the Fifth Committee approved, in connexion.with a draft 
resolution adopted by the Fourth Committee on the Togoland unification problem and 
the future of the Trust Territory of Togoland under United Kingdom Trusteeship, a 
statement of financial implications (see A/2874) involving an increase of $50,000 
for this section. The draft resolution concerned having been adopted by the 

. General Assembly, the appropriation for this section was accordingly increased 
by $50,000 to $100,000. 
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Section 5 - Special Missions and related activities 

92. To provide for the reg_uirements of the United Nations missions and related 
ac'.;ivities, the Advisory Committee, in its main report (A/2688) had recommended, 
on a provisional basis, a global appropriation of $1,900,000. Subsequently, 
detailed estimates were submitted by the Secretary-General in' amplification of the 
global appropriation, in addition to •rhich the Cormnittee, as a basis. for its 
consideration, had before it, in respect of each item, separate reports of the 
Advisory Committee. 
93. For reasons set out in the summary records of the Fifth and other Committees, 
certain representatives expressed their opposition to the provisions of credits for 
some of these activities. 
94. The Fifth Committee took the following decisions with regard to the several 
activities in the order set out in the budget estimates of the Secretary-. 
General (A/2647): 
95· Advisory Council for the Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italian 
Administrction: Having examined the estimates submitted by ·the Secretary-
General (A/2647) and the report of the Advisory Committee (A/2824), the Fifth 
Committee, at its 477th meeting, rejected by 37 votes to 5, c:. :proposal of the 
Byelorussion SSR that ~he' provision of the Advisory Council be deleted from the 
1955 budget. It approved by 38 votes to 5 an appropriation of $130,500<for:the 
Advisory Council for the Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italian Administration. 
96. United Nations Tribunal for Libya: Having considered the estimates submitted 
by the Secretary-General (A/2647) and the report of the Advisory Committee.(A/2823), 
the Fifth Committee, at its 477th meeting rejected by 37 votes to 5,with 1 abstentio~ 
a propo~al of the Byelorussian SSR that the provision for the Tribunal be deleted 
from.the 1955 budget. It approved by 36 votes to 5: with 1 abstention, an 
approrpriation of $104,500 for the United Nations Tribunal in Libya. 
91· Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan: At its 467th meeting, the 
Fifth Committee, having before it the estimates by the Secretary General (A/C.5/585) 
and the report of the Advisory Committee (A/2787), rejected by 34 votes to 5, with 
1 abstention, a proposal by Czechoslovakia that the provision of $462,000 for this 
activity be deleted from the 1955 budget, It approved, by 36 votes to 5, an 
appropriation of $462,000 for the Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan, 
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98. Repatriation of' Greek Children: The Committee considered, at· its 467 meeting, 
the estimates by the Secretary~General (A/C.5/589) and the report of' the Advisory 
Committee (A/2768) on this item. It rejected, by 36 votes to 5, a proposal by 
Czechoslovakia that the provision of' .$5,000 for this purpose be deleted from the 
1955 budget, and approved, by 36 votes to 5, an apprcpriation of .$5,000 for 
e~enditures in 1955 in connexion with the repatriation of' Greek children. 
99· Truce Supervision Organization for Palestine: At its 467th meeting, the 
Committee considered the estimates of' the Secretary-General (A/C.5/592) and the 
report of' the Advisory Committee (A/2791) on this item; and approved, by 36 votes 
to 5, an appropriation of' .$644,000 for the Truce SUpervision Organization :f'or 
Palestine. 
100. United Nations Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea: 
At its 482nd meeting, the Committee considered the provisions for this Commission 
on the basis of the estimates of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/6l?J) and the r,eport 
of the Advisory Committee (A/2851). It rejected by 33 votes to 5, with 2 abstentions, 
a proposal by the USSR that provision for this Commission be deleted from the 
1955 budget, and epproved, by 37 votes to 5, an appropriation of .$163,000 for the 
Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea. 

' 101. United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine: On the basis of the 
Secretary-General's estimates (A/C.5/590) and the Advisory Committee's report (A/2790) 
tl:te Fifth Committee, at its 467th meeting, approved by 35 votes to 5 an o.ppropriation 
of $52,100 for the Conciliation Commission for Palestine. 
102. Koreoo Service Medals: The Committee considered ·this item at its 467th meeting, 
having before it the estimates of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/593) and the report 
of the Advisory Committee (A/2802). The Committe~ (i) rejected, by 32 votes to 5, 
with 3 o.bstentions, a proposal by Poland that no provision be made in the 1955 
budget for Korean Service Medals, (ii) approved by 34 votes·to 5, with 3 abstentions, 
that $215,000 be appropriated for 1955 for these medals, and (iii) decided by 
34 votes to 5, with 3 abstentions, that an additional paragruph be inserted in the 
resolution relating to unforeseen and extradordinary expenses which would authorize 
the incurring of additional commitments not exceeding a total of $165,000 for tbe 
purchase of these medals. 
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103. At the 483rd meeting of the Fifth Committee, during the second reading of the 
budget for 195,5 1 the above amounts for section 5 were confirmed in the total of 

· $1,776,~00, as recommended by the Advisory Committee. 

Section 5a - United Nations Field Serviqe 

104. For its consideration, at its 482nd meeting, of the 1955 requirements of the 
United. No.tionq Field. Service, the Committee had. before it the budget estimates of 
the Secretary-General (A/2647) and two reports of the Advisory Committee (A/2688 and. 
A/2850). Ill the latter report, the Advisory Committee confirmed its previous 
provisional recommendation that $484,000 be appropriated. for 1955 for the Field 
Service. 
105. A proposal was made by Czechoslovakia that no budget provision be made in 

' . ' 

1955 for the Field Service, since in the opinion of that delegation the Field 
Service was inconsistent with the provisions of the Charter. The Czechoslovak 
proposal was rejected. by 38 votes to 5. The Committee approved, by 38 votes to 
5, wn appropriation of $484,000 for section 5a. 
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106. In considering Part III of the budget estimates, which in sections 6 to 12 
deals with the headquarters departments, the Committee had regard to its 
exhaustive debate on organization of the Secretariat. Many of the points made in 
the course of that debate had particular pertinence to the budget estimates for 
1955, both general and with regard to specific activities. 
107. Following an extensive debate on the question of salaries and allowances of 
Under-Secretaries and officials of equivalent rank, the Committee decided at its 
449th meeting to amend the staff Regulations to provide salaries for Under-
Secretaries and officials of equivalent rank in the amount of $181 000 gross 
($12,500 net) and allowances of $3,500 net. The effect of this decision on the 
budget estimates as originally submitted, on a different basis, was communicated 
to the Committee by the Secretary-General in document A/C.5/6oo, and explained 
orally in greater detail as the various sections of the budget affected were 
considered, 
108. Further, the Committee, in its decision on salaries and allowances of 
Under-Secretaries and officials of equivalent rank had also authorized additional 
payments to be made for the purpose of reimbursing representational e~enditures 
of these officials at Headquarters, not to exceed a total of $50,000, A new 
section, section 23a, was included in the estimates to give effect to this 
decision. 
109. In its main report on the budget estimates, the Advisory Committee had made 
its recommendations with reservations on the salaries and allowances of the high 
officials of the Secretariat, pending the proposals of the Secretary-General in 
this regard, The decision of the Fifth Committee, and the consequent adjustments 
referred. to above, resolved these reservations. 
110. As regards the number of Deputy Under-Secx:etaries, the Secretary-General had, 
in the course of the consideration of the Organization of the Secretariat, made 
proposals which similarly resulted in adjustments to the budget estimates, These 
adjustments were also reflected in document A/C.5/6oo and explained when the 
pertinent sections were discussed. 
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Section 6. Offices of the Secretary-General 

111. The Advisory Committee 1 in its main report 1 had recommended an appropriation 
for section 6 in the Emount of $2,117,900, as requested by the Secretary-General, 
As a result of the decision on salaries and allowances of Under-Secretaries and 
officials of equivalent rank, this figure had been reduced by $850 to'$2,117,050. 
112. The Committee considered the estimates for this section at its 452nd meeting. 
On Chapter I, Executive Office of the Secretary-General, particular attention was 
paid to the Secretary-General's proposal to create a post of Social Counsel in 
the Executive Office and to the Advisory Committee's doubts on the proper 
location of the post. The Advisory Committee had expressed a preference for the 
post to be located in the Office of Personnel, but had agreed to the arrangement 
proposed by the Secretary-General on the understanding that the creation of the 
post itself and its location would be on an experimental basis and would be 
subject to review in the light of experience. 
113. Sevel.l delegations, while agreeing with the Secretary-General1 s proposals 
in this regard, emphasized the fact that the arrangement should be considered 
experimental and should be reviewed in the light of experience. The Committee 
rejected by 38 v~tes to 5 with 3 abstentions, a proposal by the USSR that 
provision for the Social Counsel and his office be eliminated with a consequent 
reduction of $231 000 in Chapter I, 
114. On Chapter II - .the Office of Legal Affairs, the Committee was assured that 
the attachment of the secretariat of the Administrative Tribunal to that office 
was for administrative purposes only, and that the necessary independence of that 
secretariat in the substance of its work would be carefully preserved. Further, 
the Chairman of the Administrative Tribunal had been consulted and bad raised 
no objection, The Committee rejected, by 36 votes to 5 with 3 abstentions a 
proposal by Poland that one general service post which was eventually to be 
suppressed under the reorganization plans of the Secretary-General be eliminated 
from the 1955 budget with a corresponding reduction of $5,200. 
115. On Chapter III - Office of the Controller, the Committee rejected by 
41 votes to 5 with 3 abstentions, a proposal by Poland that five posts eventually 
to be suppressed be eliminated in the 1955 budget with a saving of $3o,ooo. 



A/2886 ... 
English 
Page 35 

116, On Chapter IV - Office of Personnel - the representative of Argentina made 
certain proposals for reductions in the estimates 1 feeling that recruitment 
examinations 'could more inexpensively be held at Information Centres or premises 
lent by Governments, and that savings would accrue if the International Civil 
Service Advisory Body met at New York rather than at Geneva. Following an 
explanation from the secretariat, he withdrew his proposal, hoping that his 
remarks would be taken into account in the preparation of future budgets for these 
items. 
117, The representative of Poland proposed that the five posts scheduled for 
elimination under the reorganization plan be deleted from the 1955 budget with a 
saving of $25 1 000 in this Chapter. The. Committee rejec~ed the proposal by 
41 votes to 5 with 1 abstention, 
118. On Chapter V - Internal Audit Service, the representative of Poland proposed 
a reduction of $131 000 on the same grounds as had applied in the reductions 
proposed for Chapters II, III and IV. The Committee rejected the proposal by 
41 votes to 5 with 1 abstention, 
119. A similar proposal by the representative of Poland on Chapter VI - Health 
Service, for a reduction of $3,000 was rejected by the Committee by 4o votes to 51 

with 1 abstention. 
120. The Committee approved by 40 votes to 5 an appropriation for. section 6 of 
$211171 0501 as submitted by the Secretary-General and recommended by the Advisory 
Colll!llittee, 

Section 6a. Office of the Under-Secretaries without portfolio 

121. The Advisory Committee had recolll!llended, in its main report, an appropriation 
in the amount re~uested by the Secretary-General of $85 1 000 for section 6a, under 
which provision was made for a new office. The decision on salaries and 
allowances of Under-Secretaries and officials of e~uivelent rank had resulted in 
a net reduction of $8,350 in the Secretary-General's estimate, thus bringing to 
$76,650 the amount recOill!llended for this section. 
122. At its 452nd meeting, the Committee approved unanimously on first reading an 
appropriation of $76,650 for section 6a. 

~'1·----------------· 
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Section 7. Department of Political and 
Security Council Affairs 

I 

123. The Se~retary-General had requested an appropriation of $657,300 for 
se~tion 7, and the Advisory Committee in its ma.in report had re~=ended an 
appropriation in that amount. This se~tion had not been affected by the de~ision 
on salaries and allowances of Under-Se~retaries· and officials of equivalent rank. 
In its report, the Advisory Committee had drawn attention to the reduction in the 
establishment of this department proposed by the Se~retariat and to the ~tention 
of the department to use its staff flexibility without narrow reference to 
divisional or sectional functions. 
124. However, in the consideration of this section by the Committee at its 
452nd meeting certain delegations felt that the further reductions eventually 
envisaged under the Secretary-General's organization plan for this department 
c.ould be ~hieved ;l.n 1955. The representative of Poland prqposed that the 
amount recommended by the Advisory Committee be reduced by $8o,ooo. other 
delegations, while expressing their satisfaction with the plans of the Secretary-
General for the organization of'the department felt that those plans should be 
carried out gradually, and the prqposal of Poland was reje~ted by 38 votes to 5· 
. ' 125. The Committ .... e approved, by 38 votes to 5, the recommendation of the Advisory 
Committee that the Secretary-General's estimates for section 7' for 1955 in the 
amount of $6571 300 be accepted, 

Section 7a. Secretariat of the MiLitary staff Committee 

126. The Committee considered se~tion 7a at its 452nd ~eeting, The Advisory 
Committee had recommended tpe appropriation of $109,200· for the Secretariat of 
the Military Staff Committee, as estimated by the Secretary-General, 
127. The Advisory Committee's rec0111mendation had been made, however, subject to 
reservations regarding the most efficacious organizational arrangement to ensure 
full-time emplo~ent of the staff of the Secretariat, Recognizing the security 
aspects of the work of the Military Staff Committee, the Advisory.Committee was 
nevertheless of the opinion that the secretariat of the Military staff Committee 
could be transferred to Conference Services, subject to immediate recall whenever 
their services were requested by the Military staff Committee, 



A/288f:~ · ~ ~ ~ 
English 
Page 57 

128. The Fifth Committee was informed by the Principal sec:retary of the Military 
Staff Committee that the Military Staff Committee could not agree. to an 
arrangement which would in effect deprive the Committee of its own secretariat. 
On the other hand; -the Military Staff Committee was anxious that its secretariat 
be kept fully emPioyed and discussions would take place with the Secretary-General 
to that end-. 
129. Several dalegations expressed their concurrence with the Advisory Committee's 
concern that the Secretariat of the Military Staff Committee be fully utilized. 
and hoped that the discussions would prove effective, The Committee approved, 
unanimously, the recommendation of the Advisory Committee for an appropriation of 
$1091 200 for the Military Staff Committee, 

Section 8. Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs 

130. The Committee considered the estimates for section 8 at its- 452nd and 455rd 
meetings, The Advisory Committee had concurred in the estimates proposed by the 
Secretary-General amounting to $3,7171000 for the_ combined departments. 
Subseg_uently1 the Secretary-General hed revised his estimates in deleting one post 
of ®eputy Under-Secretary from those estimates thus reducing them by an amount of 
$21,500. The decision on salaries and.allowances of Under-Secretaries and 

officials of eg_uivalent rank resulted in a further reduction of $8,500. Thus, the 
estimate before the Committee totalled $31 6871 000. 
1)1, Members of the Committee noted that the Secretary-General had reported to the 
Economic and Social Council on the progrsmme of work of the organization in the 
economic and social fields (E/2598).at the eighteenth session of the Council and 
that the Council hed generally approved his proposals. Certain delegations, while 
repeating that they were in agreement with the concentration of efforts on 
economic developments of under-developed countries, cautioned against neglect of 
social questions, some of which were of an urgent nature. 
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132. Delegations welcomed the merger of the two departments of Economic Affairs 
and Social Affairs, and expressed their interest in the study that was to be 
undertaken by the Secretary-General. of the operations of the Technical Assistance 
A&ninistration1 particularly in this context, in the relationships between the 
newly merged department and the TAA1 as well as the question of a·turther merger 
including the TAA. 
133. A number of delegations, while expressing satisfaction with the reduction· in 
the combined establishments of the two departments, felt handicapped for lack of 
details in the Secretary-General's estimates in so far as work programmes and 

divisional responsibilities were concerned. · Certain of these delegations stated 
their view that larger reductions were possible, The representatives of the 
USSR and Czechoslovakia were of the opinion that the Secretary-General's 
reorganization plan which envisaged further reductions should be given full effect 
in 19551 and the representative of the USSR:proposed a reduction of $4301 000 in 

the estimates for this section. 
134. After rejecting by 38 votes to 5, the proposal of the USSR the Committee 
approved, by 38 votes to 51 the appropriation for section 8 as requested by the 
Secretary-General and recommended by the Advisory Committee in the amount of 
$3,687,000, 
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Section 9 - Department of Trusteeship and Information 
from Non-Self-Governing Territories 

135, Tbe Advisory Committee, in its report, bad concurred in tbe Secretary-
General's estimate of $867,700 for section 9, Tbe decision of tbe Fifth 
Committee on salaries and allowances of Under-Secretaries and officials of 
equivalent rank bad tbe effect of reducing this amount by $8,500 to $859,200, 
136. The Fifth-Committee considered the estimates for section 9 at its 453rd 
meeting-, In response to a question by tbe representative of Iraq, tbe 
Committee was assured'tbat tbe department could carry out its necessary work 
within tbe establishment proposed by tbe Secretary-General in bis plan of . . 
organization but only on condition that its workload would not increase over tbe 
present level, 
137. Tbe representative of Poland proposed tbat tbe appropriation for 
section 9 'be reduced by $115,000 wbicb would be the savings tbat would accrue 
if tbe total reduction enVisaged under tbe Secretary-General•s organization 
plan was given effect in 1955. 
138. The Committee rejected tbe proposal of Poland by 38 votes to 5, and 
approved, by 38 votes to 5, the recommendation of tbe AdVisory Committee for an 
appropriation of $859,200 under section 9 for 1955. 

Section 10 - Department of Public Information 

139. Tbe Advisory Committee bad recommended an appropriation of $2,542,500 
for section 101 a red.uction Of $20,000 from tbe estimates submitted by the 
Secretary-General. Tbe.Fiftb Committee•s decision on salaries and allowances 
bad reduced this amount by a further $8,500 to $2,534,ooo. 
140, Tbe Fifth Committee considered these estimates at its 453rd meeting. 
Several delegates supported the intention of tbe Secretary-General to use more 
extensively self-liquidating and outside contractual arrangements in the public 
information field to compensate for tbe reduction in establishment. These 
delegates, however, expressed tbe hope tbat care would be taken in such 
arrangements, to ensure that tbe principle that tbe function of disseminating 
information regarding the United Nations should be carried out strictly under 
United Nations supervisory safeguard, 

~-----~----~~----.~---.-~ ---
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i41, The representative of Poland was of the opinion that greater savings 
could be achieved in the department of Public Information, He proposed that 
the recommendation of the Advisory Committee be reduced by $2201 000, The 
Fifth Committee rejected. this proposal by 37 votes to 5, 
142, The Committee approved, by 38 votes to 5, the recommendation of the 
Advisory Committee that $2,534

1
000 be appropriated under section lO.for 1955, 

Section lOa. - Visitors• Service 

143. At its 478th meeting, the Fifth Committee, in connexion with its discussion 
of the Guided Tours Programme which is dealt with in. the general introduction to 
this report approved without objection the proposal of the Secretary-General 
that, in connexion with the assumption by the United Nations of the full 
responsibility for the ~uided Tours Programme, a new section lO,a - entitled 
Visitors• Service, should be provided in the 1955 budget and that the 

· appropriation for 1955 for this section should be $290,000, 
144, In the course of the second reading of the budget, the rep;esentative of 
the United States explained that, as his delegation was of the opinion that the 
Service had been efficiently and properly run by the voluntary organization 
previously responsible for it, he would abstain in the vote on this section, 
He was further given assurance by the representative of the Secretary-General 
that the titling of this section as lO,a did not prejudge the administrative 
location of the Service, 

Section 11 - Department of Conference Services 

145. The Advisory Committee had recommended an appropriation of $61168,300 for 
section 11, as proposed by the Secretary-General, In the course of the debate on 
organization, the Secretary-General had made proposals regarding the number of 
deputy Under-Secretaries which provided inter alia for the appointment of a 
deputy for the department of Conference Services. for which no provision had been 
included in the original estimates. The increased cost in this proposal 
($21,500) was partially offset by a reduction ($8,500) resulting from the 
Committee•s decision on salaries and allowances of Under-Secretaries and 
officials of equivalent rank, 
$6,181,300. 

The figure before. the Committee was thus 
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l46. The representative of Argentina and China requested assurances that the 
proposed reductions in eta:!':!' in the department would not impair the language 
services in Spanish and Chinese respectively. They further requested assurance 
that the backlogs in these languages would be liquidated. The Committee 
was informed that one of the difficulties SJqJerienced in achieving and 
maintaining a satisfactory pace in the liquidation of the backlog 'had been in 
the recruitment of qualified language staff, The situation was im;proving and the 
establishment proposed would be adequate to provide for an orderly liquidation 
of the backlog if all the posts could be kept filled, 
147. Certain delegations drew attention to paragraph 1.16 of the report of the 
·Advisory Committee, in which the Advisory Committee had expressed its opinion 
that the procedure and the supervision in the language sections of the department 
should be given closer attention, believing that thereby both.the output and the 
quantity of the work might be enhanced, 
148. The representative of the Byelorussian SSR proposed that the appropriation 
.recommended by the Advisory. Committee be :r:educed by $75, 000; $431 500 of which 
would be provided by the elimination of a post of deputy Under-Secretary, one 
post of first officer in the language service and one general service post, the 
remainder to be distributed at the discretion of the Secretary-General. This 
proposal was supported by the representatives of Czechoslovakia and the USSR. 
149. After rejecting by 36 votes to 5 w1th 1 abstention, the proposal of the 
Byelorussian SSR, the Committee approved, by 34 votes to 5, with 1 abstention, 
an appropriation of $6,1811 300 for section llo 
150. Consequent to the recommendation (A/2815) by the Fifth Committee to the 
General Assembly in connexion With agenda item 55 - Trans.lation of some official 
documents of the General, Assembly into the Arabic language in accordance with 

' 
rule 59 of the rules of p:r;ocedure of the General Assembly, and the adoption of 
this recommendation by the General Assembly the appropriation for this section ' ' 

was subsequently increased by $55,500 to $6,236,800. 



A/2886:_ ::'26 
English 
Page 42 

Section lla.. Library 

151. The Fifth Committee considered section lla at its 454th meeting. The 
Secretary-General had requested in his budget esti~tes an appropriation for 
the Library at Headquarters, in the amount of $489,000. In its report, the 
Advisory Committee, drawing attention to what it considered a somewhat liberal 
provision in the staffing at the supervisory level, and to the fact that the 
Secretary-General had proposed that less emphasis be placed in future on pure 
research or factual compilation, proposed a reduction of $14,ooo to the 
Secretary-General•s estimates. The Secretary-General, in his statement on the 
1955 estimates (A/C.5/580) ·had said that he could not agree with the assumptions 
on which the Advisory Committee had based its recommended reduction, and that 
he could not see, at least at the present time, how any reduction in the staff 
of the Library could be achieved without a corresponding reduction in services, 
152. A number of delegations expressed the importance that they attached 
to the necessity of having a comprehensive library, and effective library 
services, With that in mind, they could not, in the light of the Secretary-
General's commen~s, concur in the reduction proposed by the Advisory Committee. 
153. During the discussion of this section, the representatives of the 
Secretary-General replied to a number of questions, The Committee was assured 
that the transfer of the Library to the Departmentof Conference Services would 
have no adverse effects on its efficiency. The Committee was also informed 
that though the Library would attempt to absorb the functions of legislative 
indexing, previously done in several departments, it was not possible without 
experi.ence under this new arrangement proposed by the Secretary-General to 
state that this could be done without additional staff - it being pointed out 
that the transfer of the operation to the Library had enabled savings to be 
made under other departments, 
154, In its report, the Advisory Committee had drawn attention to the fact that, 
in. spite of a strict policy of discard, with which is combined a practice of 
makin~ gift deposits in other libraries in the New York area, the problem of 
library space was likely to become acute in the next two years. A number of 
delegations referred to this point, and it was.agreed that the Secretary-General 
would submit a report to the tenth session of the General Assembly on the 
principles by which the Library was guided in the matter of acquisiti~ns, 
measures to solve the problem of available space and the possibility of 
discarding unneeded works by giving them to other libraries. 
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155. The Committee approved, by 40 votes to 51 with 2 abstentions, a proposal 
by Yugoslavia for an appropriation for the Library for 1955 in the amount of 
$489,000 ae.regueeted by the Secretary-General. 
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Section 12. Office of General Services 

156. The Advisory Committee, in its report, had concurred in the Secretary-
General's estimate of $2,9761 000 for 1955 for the Office Of General Services. 
The decision of the Fifth Committee on salaries and allowances had resulted 
in an increase of this amount by $150 to $2,9761150. 
157. The Fifth Committee considered the estimates for Section 12 at its 
454th meeting, The representative of the Ukrainian SSR stated that his 
delegation, while appreciative of the savings the Secretary-General· bad 
achieved, felt that further reductions were possible. Referring to the 
increase in the n~er of posts in the Office of the DireCtor, the possibility 
in his mind of a further reduction in vart~us units and the provision for 
overtime in the amount of $105 1000 1 he proposed that the appropriation 
recommended by the Advisory Committee be reduced by $401 000, 
158. The representative of Czechoslovakia, in addition to support~gg the 
proposal of the Ukrainian SSR 1 stated that his diUegation considered that the 
Field Operations Service was a paramilitary organization contrary to the 
provisions of the Charter, He therefore proposed the deletion of the 
$911 000 included in Section 12 for that service, 
159. The Committee rejected by 40 votes to 5 the proposal 
and by 40 votes to 51 the proposal of the Ukrainian SSR. 

of Czechoslovakia, 
It approved 1 by 

41 votes to 51 the recommendation of the Advisory Committee for an 
appropriation under Section 12 for 1955 in the amount of $219761150. 

Section 13. Temporary Assistance and Consultants 

160, Section 13 provided a consolidated section for temporary ·assist~ce and 
consultants, expenditures for which in previous years had been provided in the 
departmental sections. The Advisory Committee, noting that this consolidation 
reflected the measures that had been taken to·administer these accounts 
centrally, had expressed its appreciation of the action that had been taken and 
had concurred with the Secretary-General's estimate of $5101 000 for these 
accounts, 
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161. The Fifth Committee considered this section at its 454th meeting. Certain 
members expressed their appreciation of the new arrangements and noted the 
savings that had been effected, The representative of Argentina requested that 
in future estimates an indication be given of the anticipated requirements of 
the several departments under these headings on which the total request had 
been formulated. 
162. The representative of the Ukraini.an SSR, whi:leJexpressing t~etil.ppreciation 
of his delegation for the savings that had been achieved, stated the 

' 
opinion of his delegation that (i) by more careful scheduling of annual leave 
the expenses for replacement of steff members o,n leave could be reduced, and 
(ii) that after nine years of experience, the Secretariat should be able to 
dispense with the services of consultants save in quite exceptional cases. 
His delegation further supported the ·suggestion of the Advisory Committee that 
the scale of remuneration for consultants should be reviewed, In the light of 
these considerations, the representative of the Ukrainian SSR proposed a 
reduction of.$6o,ooo in this section, of which $4o,ooo would apply to temporary 
assistance and $20,000 to consultants, . 
163. The Commit~ee rejected by 37 votes to 5, with 1 abstention, the proposal 
of the Ukrainian SSR1 and approved, by 39 votes to 51 the Advisory Committee's 
recommendation for an appropriation of $510,00p under Section 13, 

Section 14. Travel of Staff 

164, This section ca@Prises for 1955 the requirements for Headquarters for 
(i) travel on appointment, transfer and repatriation; (ii) travel on ·home 
leave, and (iii) travel on official business, The Secretary-General had 
estimated re~rements for these three items at $265,000, $?45 1 000 and 
$90,000, respectively. The Advisory Committee pointed out that the total for 
these three items was $3001 000 below the provision for 1954 due to the uneven 
incidence of home leave, and expressed the opinion that 3ome reduction could 
be made in the other two items covered, Accordingly, the Advisory Committee 
had recommended a reduction of $201 000 in the estimates submitted by the 
Secretary-General. 
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165, During the discussion of this section by the Committee at its 454th 
meeting, additional information was given to the Committee by the representative 
of the Secretary-General in ~egard to the contractual arrangements for travel, 
The representative of the United Kingdom, pointed out that the uneven distr~bution 
of home leave between any two years might add to temporary assistance costa, 
requested the Secretary-General to furnish the Fifth Committee at the tenth 
session with a report on the steps he proposed to take to remedy the si.tuation. 
166. The Committee approved unanimously the recommendation of the Advisory . 
Committee that $980,000 be appropriated under Section 14, 
167. Consequent to the recommendation (A/2815) by the Fifth Committee to the 
Gene~al Assembly in connexion With agenda item 55 - Translation of some 
official documents of the General Assembly into the Arabic ;t.angllB.ge in 
accordance with.rule 59 Of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, 
and the adoption of this recommendation by the General Assembly, the 
appropriation for this section was subsequently increased by $7,500 to $987,500, 



A/2886 
English 
Page 47 

Section 15, Cammon Staff Costs 

168. The Committee considered this section at its 454th meeting, The Advisory 
Committee, in its report, had recommended a reduction of $7,400 in the Secretary-
General's estimates of $3,392,400 for this section, This reduction related 
entirely to the provision in 
United Nations International 

those estimates for a grant of that sum to the 
School. The Advisory Committee, noting the fact 

that in the past such payments had been authorized solely on a year to year 
·basis, expressed the view that provision for them should not be included until 

a specific decision on the grant for 1955 had been.taken by the General Assembly. 
169, In addition to the budget estimates and the report of the Advisory Committee, 
the Fifth Committee had before it a report by the Secretary-General on the 
United Nations International School (A/C.5/60l), in which he proposed that the 
grant to the International School in the amount of $7,400 be approved. The 
Committee also received further information on the operations and financial 
situation of the School from the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the School, 
who replied to· various questions and, inter alia, undertook to provide to the 
tenth session of the General Assembly, information on the number of children 
whose parents were members of delegations, accredited press representatives, 
and members of the diplomatic corps, the number of children of different 
nationalities and the number of children of staff members who attended American 
schools. 
170. A number of delegations, while agreeing that continuing efforts should be 
taken to make the School self-supporting, expressed their support for 1955 for 
the grant, The representative of Australia proposed that the appropriation 
requested by the Secretary-General for this purpose be approved, 
171. The representative of the Ukrainian SSR stated that his. delegation was 
of the opinion that the estimates for common staff costs were too high, citing 
the Advisory Committee's suggestion that installation payments might usefully 
be reviewed, as well as the fact that separation payments were high and the 
estimates contained provisions for staff training even though the Secretariat 
has already acquired great experience, He proposed that the estimates for 
common staff costs be J:"educed by $501 000, 
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172, The Committee rejected by 39 votes to 5 the pr~osal of the Ukrainian SSR 
and approved, by 38 votes to 6, with one abstention, the pr~osal of Australia 
that the Secretary-General's estimate of $3,392,400 be appropriated for 1955 
for Section 15. 
173• At its 478th meeting, the Fifth Committee, in connexion with its 
discussion of the Guided Tour Programme which is dealt with in the general 
introduction to this report, app~oved by 35 votes to 5, with 3 abstentions, a 
proposal of the Secretary-General that the amount approved on first reading under 
section 15 for the Interne Programme be increased by $32,000 to allow for an 
expansion of that programme. With that decision, the tota1 for this section 
was increased to $3,424,4oo. 
174. Consequent to the recommendation (A/2815) by the Fifth Committee to the 

. ' 
General.Assembl;y: in connexion with agenda item 55 - Translation of some .official 
documents of the General Assembly into the Arabic languege in accordance with 
rule 59 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, and the ad~tion of 
this recommendation by the General Assembly, the appr~riation for this section 
was subsequently increased by $131 000 to $3,437,400. 

Section 16, Cammon Services 

175· The Fifth Committee considered section 16 of the 1955 budget at its 
455th meeting. The Advisory Committee had recommended a reduction of $35,000 
in the" Secretary-General's estimates of $3,66o,ooo for this section and had 
given indications of where the reductions mig'l:lt bP. applied. The Secretary-
General had, in his general statement on the budget, said that he would not 
contest the reduction recommended by the Advisory Committee, but had stated 
that he woulQ. desire authority to apply the reduction over the various chapters 
and items of the section at his own disc~etion, The Fifth Committee heard from 
the Chairman of the Advisory Committee that the Advisory Committee agreed with 
the request. of the Secretary-General, 
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176, The representative of Argentina, referring to a number of specific items 
in the section proposed reductions in the Secretary-General's estimates totalling 
$62,4001 this reduction to substitute for that re.commended by the Advisory 
Committee. 
177• The representative of Czechoslovakia also commented on items within the 
sections Where, in the opinion of his delegation, further savings could be 
effected, His delegation supported the Advisory Committee's recommendation of 
a reduction of $35,000, and proposed an additional reduction of $8o,ooo. It 
agreed with the prOJ?osals of Argentina, which could be offset, where appropriate, 
against the Czechoslovak proposal, 
178. The representative of the Secretary-General stated that the Secretary-
General would bear in mind the comments of the representative of Argentina when 
administering the 1955 a;pprOJ?riations, but that he feared that the proposals 
vrould result in a deficit for 195~· He assured the Committee that the Secreta':'y-
General would do his utmost to achieve economy Wherever possible. 
179• The representative of Argentina reiterated that his delegation was in 
favour of economy where economy was feasible but that it would not support any 
reductions which were considered incapable of fulfilment. Therefore, in the 
light of the statement of the representative of the Secretary-General, he would 
not insist on his proposal. 
180. The Fifth Committee rejected by 36 votes to 5, with 3 abstentions, the 
proposal of Czechoslovakia and a:p:proved, by 40 votes to 51 the recommendation 
of the Advisory Committee that, for 1955, $3,625 1 000 be apprOJ?riated under 
Section 16. 

Section 17. Permanent Equipment 

181. The Advisory Committee had recommended in its report an apprOJ?riation of 
$170,lCO for section 171 a reduction of $21,500 in the Secretary-General's 
estimate, and had indicated in its report the amounts recommended for reduction 
in the various chapters of the section. .The Secretary-General, in his O]?ening 
statement, while not contesting the reduction pi'b]?osed>-·hadc:reCJ,Uested that he 

-~~~---------------------------
-~{¥'!'1:~.·. 
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be given authority to apply the reduction within the section at his aiscretion. 
When the Committee considered this section at its 455th meeting, the Chairman 
of the Advisor;j· Committee stated that the Advisory Committee concurred with 
the Secretary-General 1s re~uest. 
182. The representative of the Secretary-General pointed out to the Fifth 
Committee that the reduction proposed was substantial in relation to the total 
amount re~uestea, ana statea that if e~ui:pment were not re:placea currently, 
the costs in later years might be substantially larger. He proposed in 1955 
to submit a :programme for the gradual replacement of furniture ana e~uipment 
which he hopea would meet with the ap:proval of the Advisory Committee ana the 
Member States. In reply to ~uestions by various aelegations, he assured the 
Committee that the e~uipment was of high ~uality, but :pointed out that the wear 
ana tear to which it was subjected in the new pui1ding was much greater:, in 
view of the large number of visitors; than it had been at Lake SUccess. 
183. A nUmber of aelegations expressed their view that the expenses were, 
nevertheless, unduly high, :particularly since large sums had been expenaea in 
the initial e~uipp:l.ng of the builaing, ana hence they su;p:portea the Advisory 
Committee 1s rec6mmend.ation•. The representative of Argentina suggested thet an 
inventory of the e~uipment might be provided perioaically to the Member States 
so that they could better review the estimates for this section. 
184. The representative of Israel referred to the a1scussions in the Committee 
on section lla, Library, ana :pointed out that the views thus expressed should 
be borne in mind in connexion with the application of any :part of the reduction 
to Chapter II of the section, Library Books ana E~uipment, 
185. Tllre representative of the Ukrainian SSR :proposed that the estimates be 
reduced by $20,100 in adaition to the reduction recommended by the Advisory 
Committee, pointing to the fact that a:p:proximately one million dollars had been 
expenaea in the past three years on the :purchase of e~ui:pment. 
186. The Fifth Committee. rejected the :proposal of the Ukrainian SSR by 
41 votes to 5, with 2 abstenti.ons, ana a:p:proved, by 4o votes to 5, with 
3 abstentions the recommendation of the Advisory Committee that $170,100 be 
appropriated for 1955 under Section 17. 

1 
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187. Consequent to the recommendation (A/2815) by the Fifth Committee to the 
General ASsembly in connexion With agenda item 55 - TranSlation of some 
official documents of the GenerB.l. Assembly into the Arabic language in 
accordance With rule 59 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, 
and the adoption of this recommendation by the General Assembly, the 
appr~riation for this section was subsequently increased by $1,500 to 
$171,600. 
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Section 18, European Office of the United Nations 

188, The estimates for the European Office bf the United Nations at Geneva were 
considered by the Committee at its 455th meeting, The Advisory Committee, in 
its main report on the budget estimates for 1955, had recommended an appropriation 
under this section in the amount of $4,682,100, a reduction of $39,900 from the 
estimates submitted by the Secretary-General, Revised estimates had been 
submitted by the Secretary-General in conne~ion with the 1955 session of the 
International Law Commission (A/C.5/587) and the financial implications of the 

\ 
decisions taken at the eighteenth session of the Economic and Social Council 
(A/C.5/582 ahd Corr,l) which had been considered by the Fifth Committee under 
sections 1. and 3 respectively (see those sections above) and which also affected 
section 18. The Advisory Committee reports on these two revised estimates 
were contained in documents A/2766 and A/2763 and Corr,l respectively, and the 
action by the Fifth Committee on the first reading of those two. :r;eports 
hai resulted in a net addition of $1,800 to the estimates for Chapter I of 
section 18, so. that the recommendation of the Advisory Committee as adjusted 
by these decisions was $4,683,900, 
189, In addition to the estimates for this section, the Committee also had 
before it a report by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/597) in response to a request 
made by the Fifth Committee at the eighth session of the General Assembly that 
the situation with regard to reimbursement by specialized agencies and others 
for the use of Geneva facilities should be reviewed and a report 'submitted to 
the ninth session of the General Assembly. The Secretary-General had reported 
that following a discussion between the Secretary~General and the Advisory 
Committee in the Spring of 1954, negotiations had been initiated with the 
sp~cialized agencies concerned in order to reach agreement on possible modifications 
in the methods of. calculating reimbursement rates in Geneva, and that those 
negotiations were still in progress. In the course of the .discussion of Chapter I, 
General Services, regret was expressed by .one delegation that a more definitive 
report had not been possible, 
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190, The Fifth Committee discussed the estimates for Section 181 chapter by 
chapter, and decided, in accordance with previous practice, to consider 
chapter IV, Economic Commission for Europe in conjunction With sections 21 and 22 
relating to-the Economic Commissions for Asia and the Far East and for Latin America. 
191. In the consid.eration by the COJI1lllittee of Chapter I - General Services, a 
number of delegations ~ressed the hope that the forthcoming-review of the 
European Office by the Secretary-General would yield economies, In connexion 
with that review, they made specific reference to the responsibilities and 
emoluments of the Deputy-Director of that office, the grading of the posts in 
the Liaison Unit, the strengthening of the supervisory levels in Geneva, and 
the ~uestion of the transfer to Geneva of a full-time legal officer from 
Headquarters, The representative of the USSR made a proposal that the amount 
recommended by the Advisory Committ~e for chapter I should be reduced by a 
fUrther $70,0001 noting that the estimates for this chapter for 1955 were 
$50 1 000 higher than the appropriations for 1954 and $1001 000 higher than the 
expenditures for 1953, After rejecting the proposal of the USSR by 38 votes 
to 5, the Committee approved, by 39 votes to 51 with 1 abstention, the 

.recommendatiop. of the Advisory Committee as adjusted (see above) of $21 362,800 
for Chapter I, 
192. As regards Chapter II - Information Centre, the Advisory Committee had 
recommended a reduction of $61 400 in the Secretary-General 1s estimate of 
$102 1 900. In his opening statement to the Fifth Committee on the budget for 
1955 (A/C.5/580), the Secretary-General had stated that he did not Wish to 
contest this reduction but reserved his final position on the staffing re~uirements 
of the Information Centre at Geneva; should he find in the course of his review 
of that .office that the establishment initially re~uested by him was necessary, 
he would re~uest additional credits in 1955 to meet that need, The Fifth 
Committee approved unanimously the Advisory Committee's recommendation of 
$96,500 for Chapter II. 
193. In connexion With Chapter III - Joint Secretariat of the Permanent Central 
Opium Board and Drug Supervisory Body1 the Advisory Committee had recommended a 
reduction of $111000 in the S~cretary-General's estimate, relating to the 
proposed restoration of the post of Deputy Secretary to those two bodies. At 
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its 444th meeting,.the Committee had heard a statement from the President of 
the Permanent Central Qpium Board on the reasons why that Board considered the 
restoration of that post necessary, and it waa noted that the Secretary~eneral 
could not agree with the proposed reduction, The Committee approved the 
rec.ommendation of the Advisory Committee of $54,500 for Chapter III. 
194. For Chapter V - Common Staff Costs, the Advisory Committee had concurred 
in the Secretary-General's estimate of $655;200. · Czechoslova.k:ia proposed the 
deletion from that chapter an amount of $50, 000 which related to the common staff . 
costs of the Geneva elltablisbment of the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Refugees (Chapter 19 ). This proposal was rejected by 37 votes to 6, with 
l abstention, and the Committee approved by 39 votes to 5, the recommendation of 
the Advisory Committee, 
195. For Chapter VI - Comnion. Services, the amount of $389,400 recomm~Iided by the 
Aqvisory Committee was a reduction of $5,000 in the estimate submitted by the 
Secretary-General, The representative of Czechoslovakia proposed a further 
reduction of $18,000, that being the amount for common services in respect of the 
Office of the High Commissioner .for Refugees. The proposal by Czechoslovakia was 
rejected by 36 votes to 5, with 2 · abstentions, and the recommendation of the 
Advisory Committee was approved by Ito votes to 5. 
196, Under Chapter VII - Permanent Equipment, the Advisllry Committee •a 
recommendation of.$150,000, a· reduction of $5,500 in the estimates submitted by 
the. Secretary-General, was approved Unanimously, 
197. The Committee then approved, by 41 votes to 5, an appropriation of 
$3,708,400 for section 18, excluding chapter IV, Economic Commission for Europe, 
on the understanding that this figure woUld be increased by the amount approved 
for Chapter IV to constitute the appropriation·for section 18 as a whole, 
198. At its 456th meeting, in its consideration of the 'Regional Economic 
Commissions (see relative paragraphs below), the Fifth Committee approved by 
24 votes to 20, with 5 ab~tentions, a proposal by Yugoslavia that the 
recommendation of the Advisory Committee for the Economic Commission for Eur~pe 
of $975,500 be increased by $9,500 to the figure requested by the Secretary-
General, $985,000. 
199, The Committee thus approved, on first reading, an appropriation of 
$4,693,400 for section 18, 
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200, At its 482nd meeting, the Committee considered revised estimates subiliitted 
by the. Secretary-Genere.l for Section 18 :!,n.connexion with the purchase of a radio 
transmitter and auxiliary equipment at Geneva, and had before it for this purpose 
a report by the·Secretary-Genere.l (A/C.5/6o6) and a report by the Advisory 

' COllllllittee (A/2828), The Committee approved, by 31 votes to 5, the recommendation 
of the-Advisory Committee that the estimates for section 18 be increased by 
$27,900 for this purpose, to a tote.l of $4, 721, 300, 
201, In the course of the second reading of the budget, statement~ were made on 
section 18 by severe.l delegations on the provisions for the Joint Secretariat of 
the Permanent Centre.l Qpium .Board and Drug Supervisory Body; and the 
representative of the Secretary-Genere.l replied to certain questions on those 
provisions. The Committee rej.eated, by 16 votes to 14, with 9 abstentions a 
proposal of Norway that the estimates for that Secretariat be increased by 
$11,000; and approved by 17 votes to 10, with 12 abstentions, a propose.l by 
Belgium that pending his review of .the European Office in 1955, the Secretary-
General should be authorized to aontinue, on a temporary basis, the post.of 
Deputy Secretary of those bodies. 

Section 19. O:ffiae of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

202. For seation 19, the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees, the 
Advisory Committee had recommended an appropriation of $685,000, a reduation of 
$12,000 from the estimates submitted by the Secretary-Genere.l, The Fifth 
Committee considered this section at its 44oth meeting. 
203. In the aourse of the discussion of this section, the High Commissioner for 
Refugees replied to a number of questions by various delegations, and the 
representative of the Secretary-General gave further detailed explanations of 
particular items in the estimates, 
204. The representative of Czeahoslovakia, supported by the U.s.s.R., proposed 
the deletion. of provisions in the budget for the Office of the High Commissioner 
for Refugees. This proposal was rejeated by-_40 votes to 5, wi-th 3 abstentions, 
205. The Committee approved, by 39 votes to 6, with 2 abstentions, the 
recommendation of the Advisory Committee that $685,000 be appropriated under 
section 19 for 1955. 
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Section 20, Information Centres 

2o6, At its 456th meeting, the Fifth Committee consid,erea the estima.tes for 
section 20, Information Centres, It was noted. that this section aid. not include 
provision for the Information Centre at Geneva, which was included. as Chapter II 
in section 18,· European Office of the United. Nations, 
207, In' its report on the estimates, the Advisory Committee had. reaol!llllend.ed., an 
appropriation for 1955 for section 20 in the amount of $905,1001 as proposed. b,y 
the Secretary-General, The Advisory Committee had noted. that the Secretary-
General would. be reviewing in early 1955 the overseas · activities of the Ubi ted. 
Nations, Thus, the Information Centres .would. come under review, both as to their 
functioning ana their geographical locations, and. ~alia, the review would. 
cover the Postal. Administration ana Travel Unit attached. to the London Centre, 
Further, the system of aifferentia.le applied. to the salaries .of professional 
staff serving away from Headquarters would be studied, In view of these facts, 
the Advisory Committee did not wish to make anr far-reaching recommendations at 
thill stage , 
208, The Fifth Committee approved, by '7 votes to 5,· the recommendation of the 
Advisory Committee that $905,100 be appropriated for section 20. 

l 
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PART VI, Secretariats of the Regional Economic Commissions 

Section 21 - Secretariat of the Economic Commission 
for Asia and the Far East 

Section 22 - Secretariat ot the Economic Commission 
for Latin America 

and including 
Section 18 - Chapter IV - Secretariat of the Economic 

Commission for EuroEe· 

209. At the time of its discussion of Section 18, European Office of the 
United Nations, the Fifth Commtttee had decided to consider Chapter IV of that 
Section relating to the Secretariat of the Economic Commission for Europe 
together with the provisions for the Secretariats of the other two regional 
economic commissions. 
at its 456th meeting. 

These estimates were considered by the Fifth Committee 

210. The Advisory Committee in its report had recommended the following 
appropriations: 

(i) For the ECE, $975,500, a reduction of $9,500 from the estimates 
submitted by the Secretary-General; 

(ii) For the ECAFE, $1,137,300, a reduction of $15,000 from the estimates 
submitted by the Secretary-General; and 

(iii) For the ECLA, $960,000, a reduction of $10,200 from the estimates 
submitted by the Secretary-General. 

211. In addition to giving its reasons for the reductions recommended, the 
Advisory Committee in its report had taken note of the Secretary-General's 

· view that the budgets of the ECAFE and ECLA liad, on the basis of the 1955 
estimates, reached a point of stability, that of ECE having shown no increase 
of establishment ov:er the past few years. . The Committee fUrther noted that 

· the work and sta.ffiiig of the regional commissions would be reviewed by the 
Secretary-General early in 1955· 
212. The Advisory Committee had indicate·d that with respect to ECAFE and ECLA, 
the reductions proposed ahould·be applied to the accounts for temporary assistance, 
consultants, ana. travel on . official business • The Secretary-General, in his 
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opening statement to the Committee (A/C.5/5BO), had stated that he would 
attempt to make the savings proposed by the Advisory Committee but that, for 
reasons which he gave the COil!IJJittee, he could not agree to undertake to achieve 
those savings in the particular accounts which the Advisory Committee had 
indicated. 
213. At the opening of its discussion, the representative of the Secretary.· 
General pointed out to the Committee that the Committee's decision on salaries and 

'· 
allowances of Under-Secretarie.s anO. officials of equivalent rank applied also 
to the offices away from Headquarters. In its application to the Executive 
Secretaries of the Regional Economic Commissions, the amounts recommanded by 
the Advisory Committee for ECAFE and ECIA would be increase.d by $500 each, 
to $1,137,800 and $960,500 respectively. 
214. . In the discussion by the Committee of the Secretariats of the 
Economic Commissions, a number of delegations ~eiterated the great importance 
that they attached to the work of these Commissions. These Commissions were 
important instruments in the work of the Organization for the acceleration of 
the economic development of· underdeveloped countrie~ 1 which wa.S one of the 
priority projects of the Organization. Particularly in respect of this 
character• of the work of the Commissions, considerable attention was paid to 
the estimates for ECAFE and ECLA. 
215. A number of delegations stated that even though the Secretary-General 
had indicated that he was prepared to accept the redu0.tions proposed by the 
Advisory Committee for ECAFE and ECIA, they themselves could not agree with 
those reductions. Specifically, the work of the Commission was such that the 
use of consultants and the carrying out of extensive travel was of great 
importance to the success of that work. More generally, they were not in 
agreement that any chances should be taken with the work of the Commission~, 
and certainly not since the amounts recommended for reduction by the Advisory 
Committee would not result in large savings on the budget. Argentina proposed 
that the appropriation of $970,200 requested by the Secretary~Genera1 for 
Section 22, ECL.\1 should be approved. El Salvador, in supporting the proposal 
of Argentina, proposed that the Secretary-General's requested amounts both 
for ECAFE, Section 21, and ECLA, Section 22 be· appropriated for 1955. 
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216. A number of other delegations, while expressing their sympathy With the 
point of view expressed above, felt that the Committee should not take the 
step of increasing the AdVisory Collllllittee 1s recommendations H the Secretary-

.General had agreed to atte~t to make the saVings proposed. They felt that as 
the Advisory Committee had been set up to guide the Fifth Committee, and as 
it had discharged its duties With the greatest care, the Committee was bound to 
give close attention to whatever ~·ecommendations it found fit to make. They 
further noted that the Secretary-General would-not have agreed to make the 
saVings recommended if he had felt that such proposals would seriously damage 
the work of the Regional Economic Commissions. 
217. The rep;r>esentative of YugoslaVia, expressing the importance which his 
delegation attache& to the work of the Economic Commission for Europe, proposed 
similarly that the appropriation requested by the Secretary-General for that 
Commission be restored, and he associated himself With the Argentinian and 
El Salvadorian proposals. 
218. Th~ Committee approved, bj 24 votes to 20, With 5 abstentions, an 
appropriation for Section 18 Chapter IV (Secretariat for the Economic Commission 
for Europe) in the amount of $985,000. 
219. The Committee approved, by 28 votes to 19, with 2 abstentions, the 
proposal of El Salvador and Yugoslavia, that the estimates recommended by the 
Advisory Committee for Section 21 (Secretariat of ECAFE) should be increased 
by $15 1 000 to $1,152,800 •. 
220. The Committee approved, by 28 votes to 19, with 2 abstentions, the 
proposal of Argentina, El Salvador and Yugoslavia, that the estimates recommended 
by the Advisory Committee for Section 22 (Secretariat of ECLA) should be 

. . 
increased by $101200 to a total ·of $970,700. 
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Section 23, Hospitality 

221, At its .456th meeting, the Committee approved unanimously the 
recommendation of the Advisory Committee for an appropriation for hospitality 
expenses for 1955 in the amount of $201 000 as re~uested by the Secretary-General, 

' 

Section 23a. Special payments under Annex l, paragraph 2, 
of the Staff Regu1a.tions 

222, At its 45Gth meeting1 the Fifth Committee took note of the fact that 
the implementation of its decision on the saleries and allowances of 
Under-Secretaries and officials of equivalent rank at Headquarters necessitated 
the a.ppr0va.l of an amount of $50 1000 for the special payments to these officers 
approved in lieu of the representation allowances previously reflected under 
the various Headquarters sections of the budget and of the Seeretery-Genera.l1 s 
proposal (A/Co5/6oo) that this amount be sho'Wil under a. new section, section 23a1 

to be titled "Special payments under Annex 11 paragraph 21 of the 
Staff 'Regulations", 

1 
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223. The Advisory COllllllittee had recommended in ita report an appropriation 
of $7001000 each for sections 24 a.nd 251 or a total of $11400 1000 as 
compared with the Secretary~General 1 s estimate of $11 4391 000, That Committee 
had further recommended that the Secretary-General be authorized to administer 
the two sections as a single unit and to transfer funds between them at his 
own discretion, 
224, In its report, the Advisory Committee had also dealt with certain 
general questions of control of documentation, which was in effect the basic 
consideration underlYing the budgetary provisions for contractual printing, 
The Committee noted that this problem had bad the continuing attention of the 
General Assembly, of the Councils 1 and of the Advisory Committee itself, 
and that a number of suggestions and recommendations had been ma.de 1 including 
resolutions by the General,Assembly1 on the question. The problem had also 
received continuing attention by the SecretaryMGeneral and the Publications Board. 
With regard to the, Secreta.ry-Gene.ralls concern, the Advisory Committee referred 
to the importance given to the question by the Secretary-General in his review 'of 
the work programme in the economic and social fields as evidenced in his report 
to the eighteenth session of the Economic and Social Council on the organization 
of the work in those fields (E/259~). In that report, as well as in his 
'budget estimates, the SecretaryMGenera11 in addition to stating certain general 
premises, ha.d indicated that his 1955 requests for contractual printing had 
been formulated under a decision to attempt to maintain requirements in 1955 
at a level no higher than the 1954 appropriations. 
225, The,Fifth Committee considered the estimates for these two sections 
at its 457th meeting, The members of the Committee generally expressed 
concern at the growing volume in documentat,ion of the United Nations and 
other in~ernational or@SDizations 1 in spite of the careful attention that had 
been given the problem in preceding years, Concern wa.s expressed not only 
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with regard to contractual printing costs 1 which were the illlmediate question 
before the Committee, but also as regards internal reproduction, and the 
concern was based not only on financial grounds but also as regards the 
effect of the large volume of documentation on the ability of the Governments 
and the Secretariats efficiently to operate and to concentrate on priority 
problema. 
226, In the course of the discussion in the Fifth Committee, a number of 
suggestions wer.'e made wl th regard to possible technical measures which might 
be taken to reduce the costs of contractual printing, su.ch as ( i) placing 
of printing contracts in "soft currency" areas (which also had advantages 
to Member States in the payment of contributions); (ii) format and style 
of publications; (iii) the possibility of establishing a United Nations Press, 
and (iv) the possibility of foregoing the publication of some items in the 
backlog with the agreement of the delegations concerned, Certain delegations 
pointed to certain delays iri documentation, both in original and translated 
language versions, which hampered the work of the delegations; and the 
representative of Denmark stated that his delegation considered it would be 
useful to Member States to have.a schedule of the dates of publication Of 
important Assembly documents in 1953 and 1954, with reasons where appropriate 
for undue delays, One delegation made suggestions xegarding information 
that should ~e contained in the estimates in order to provide the Governments 
with the necessary facts on which to review those estimates. The Chairman 
of the Publications Board informed the Committee of the extensive action 
that had already been taken by the Secretariat in the exploration of technical 
measures whereby savings could be effected in contractual printing and assured 
the Committee that this aspect of the problem would receive constant attention. 
227, The Committee ap:preciated1 however, that the basic problem involved 
was control of documentation at the substantive level, both as regards 
decisions by various organs which resulted in additional documentation, and 
as regards the scope given to these decisions by the Secretariat in its 
interpretation of the action required, 
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228, As regards the first of these questions, it was pointed out that 
of the $11 400 1 000 recommended for these two sections, $1,3001 000 related to 
printing of official records, which were controlled by specific decisions of 
the General Assembly, and. recurrent publications which had over the course 
of years been requested by competent organs and reviewed by them as to their 
scope and content. The Secretary-General had not only a right, but also an 
obligation to review requirements in those areas, and make recommendations thereon; 
but it was only in respect of special publications accounting for $100 1 000 of the 
total that the Secretary-General had any very wide degree of discretion, and 
even there, the publications were specifically related to desires expressed 
in various bodies of the Organization. 
229, In this general area of control, considerable attention was paid to 
the publication of the Treaty Series. It was in regard to this Series, which 
was published under a provision of the Charter. and specific interpretative 
decisions of the General Assembly that the Secretary-General had, in his budget 
estimates, entered a reservation as to his ability to maintain the 1955 expenses 
at the 1954 level of appropriations, The Advisory Committee, in its report, 
had pointed out the fact that i;he question had been given specific attention 
by' the General Assembly in the past, and that without a new decision on 
the part of .the General Assembly, little action could be taken to reduce the 
costs occasioned by the publication of the Treaty Series. The Fifth Committee 
was, however, informed at its 457th meeting by the Chairman of the Publications 
Board that more recent experience indicated that the rate of registration 
of treaties might be such that the provision originally requested for 1955 

· would be sufficient, and that the Secretary-General would not therefore 
himself raise at this session the general question of printing of the 
Treaty Series, · A number of delegations commented on the problem and the 
Committee approved, by 4o votes to 31 with 3 abstentions, a proposal by Australia 
that the Secretary-General and the Advisory Committee be requested to examine 
questions raised in connexion with the publication of the Treaty Series in the 
light of the experience gained since 1950 and to report thereon to the 
General Assembly at its tenth session, 
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2)0, As regards the question of the Secretariat's control of documentation, 
a number of delegations welcomed the Secretary-General's proposal to establish, 
as a part of his organizational proposals, a position of Director as 
Chief Editor to co-ordinate and controlth~ implementation of the United Nations 
publications programme. The Advisory Committee in its report had commented 
on this proposal, stating that in its opinion, this position would more 
appropriately be located administratively in the Department of Conference 
Services, where the Editorial Control Unit was placed, than in the Executive 
Office of the Secretary-General as was proposed by the Secretary-General, 
That Committee had, however, noted that the Chief Editor would have ~o 
have free access to the Secretary-General in cases of differences with 
substantive departments, The Chairman of the Publications Board, however, 
reiterated the Secretary-General's conviction that the Director would be able 
better to perform his duties if he were directly responsible to the Secretary-
General, Similar arrangements had worked well in the past in other areas 
and the question could always be reconsidered in the light of experience, 
2)1. In the course of the discussion of these sections, the United States 
propos~d a further reduction of $50 1000 in the figure of $11 4oo,ooo recommended 
by the Advi~ory Committee, stating that such a reduction would strengthen 
the position of the Chief Editor, Several delegations supported this 
proposal but a number of others . indicated that they were not prepared to support 
such a global"reduction after the detailed review made by the Advisory Committee 
had led to that Committee's recommendation, and the proposal was rejected 
by 28 votes to 101 with 8 abstentions. 
2)2, Czechoslovakia proposed the deletion of the provision of $31000 for 
printing of' publications for the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees, 
his delegation being of the opinion that the activities of that Office were 
contrary to resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its first and 
second sessions calling for the early repatriation of refugees, The 
Czechoslovak propwsal was rejected by 41 votes to 4, with 2 abstentions, 
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(i) approved, by 43 votes to 5, the recommendation of the 
Advisory Committee for an appropriation of $700 1 000 under 
section 24; 

(ii) ·approved, by 42 votes to 51 with 1 abstention, the recommendation 
of the Advisory Committee for an appropriation of $700 1000 under 
section 25; · 

(iii) approved unanimously1 the recommendation of the Advisory Committee 
that the Secretary-General be given authority to administer 
sections 24 and 25 as a unit and thereby to transfer funds 
between them at his direction, 

234. Subsequently the Committee approved, in connexion with a draft 
resolution adopted by the Second Committee concerning a United Nations Fund 
for Economic Development, a statement of financial implications (see A/2848) 
involving an increase of $51100 for section 24. The draft resolution concerned 
having been adopted by the General Assembly, the appropriation for this 
section was accordingly increased by $5 1100 to $7051100, 
235· Consequ~nt to the recommendation (A/2815) by the FifthCommittee to 
the General Assembly in connexion with agenda item 55 - translation of some 
official documents of the General Assembly into the Arabic language in 
accordance with rule 59 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, 
and the adoption of this recommendation by the General Assembly, the 
appropriation tor section 24 subsequently increased by $111 000 to $716,100, 
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PART IX. Technical Programmes 

Section 26 - Technical Assistance Administration 
Section 27 - Economic Dev~lopment 
Section 28 - Social Activities 
Section 29 - Public Administration 

236. The Committee, at its 458th meeting, considered Part IX of the budget for 1955, 
sections 26-29, comprising the contribution made from the regular United Nations 
budget to technical assistance activities as set out above. These contributions 
are treated as lump-sum grants-in-aid to the UNTAA and merged with funds allocated 
to that Administration by the Technical Assistance Board from the Special'Account 
for the Expanded Programme for Technical Assistance. 
237. The Secretary-General had rec;tuested, and the Advisory Committee had 
recommended, appropriations for these sections in the amounts that had been 
approved for 1954, in a total of $1,779,600. 
238. With regard to the operation of the .United Nations portion of the Technical 
Assistance Programme, a number of delegations commented appreciatively on the work 
that was being done. As regards the administrative and :financial. aspects of the 
work, the delega~ions referred to their. comments on the possibilities of a merger of 
the Technical Assistance Administration with the newly-fo~ed Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs during the general debate on organization of the Secretariat. 
While the delegations which participated in the discussion generally favoured a 
merger of these two organizational segments, they were prepared to ~ait the finding1 
of the Secretary-General after the review of the TAA which he would undertake in 
the course of the coming year. 
239. With particular reference to Section 26, Technical Assistance Administration, 

' the Committee noted that while 'the amount proposed for appropriation in the regular 
United Nations budget formed only a part of the establishment expenditures of the TAA, 
the total costs involved were, under resolution 594 (VI) of the General Assembly, 
subject to the same scrutiny on the part of the AdVisory Committee as applied to 
activities wholly financed from the regular budget. On this point the Advisory 
Committee had noted that the $386,700 appropriation proposed was a contribution 
to an establishment estimated to cost in total $1,336,000 gross, or $1,146,500 net. 

II 
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The net figure of $1,146,500 represented _18per cent of the' total fund& expected to 
be available for the United Nations activities in technical assistance; and the 
Advisory Committee, referring to its report on the Technical Assistance Programme 
(A/2661), reiterated its view t.hat the ratio of administrative and indirect 
operational costs to total costs should not exceed 12 per cent. Recognizing, 
however, that difficulties were involved in a rapid reduction of that figure, 
the Advisory Committee expressed the hope that the Secretary-General could achieve 
a further $30,000 reduction on the expenses of the Technical Assistance 
Administration, 
240. The Fifth Committee was informed by the. representative of the Secretary-
General that reductions had been made in 1953 and 1954 in the amounts of $100,000 
and $250,000 respectively. It would be difficult to give a definite undertaking 
to save a further $301 0001 but the Secretary-General would continue his efforts, 
particularly in the course of the review he was to undertake, to achieve whatever 
savings were possible within the TAA. He also pointed out to the Committee that 
further studies were to be carried out on the proper coverage of the terms 
'administrative' and 'indirect• operational costs, Pending a gene~ally agreed . . 

definition of these terms, comparisons of ratios of these costs to total costs 
were always subject to differences in evatuation. 
241. A number of delegations, referring to the savings that bad been achieved, 
expressed their satisfaction and their assurance that the Secretary-General would 
make every reasonable effort to effect as_ far as possible the reduction recommended 
by the Advisory Committee, particularly as all savings in administrative costs 
freed additional funds for technical assistance projects. On the other hand, 
several delegations cautioned against marginal savings which might affect the 
effectiveness of the programme. They also expressed their interest in the study of 
definition of administrative and operational costs, 
242. The representative of the USSR stated that the vote by tee USSR in favour of 
the.estimates as recommended by the Advisory Committee would be made on the 
understanding that the TAA would be reorganized and amalgamated with the Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs, 
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243. The recommendations of the Ad.visory Committee on the j.lrovisione to be xnade 
in the United. Nations. bud.get for technical assistance activities were approved 
unanimously, as follows: 

Section 26 -Technical Assistance Administration- $386,700; 
Sectipn 27 - Economic development 
section 28 - social activities 
Section 29 - Public Administration 

- $479,400; 
- $768,,500; 
~ $145,000. 



I. 

PART X. Special Expenses 

A/2886 
English 
Page 69 

Section }0. Transfer of the assets of the League of Nations 
to the United Nations 

Section 31. Amortization of the Headquarters Construction Loan 

244. At its 458th meeting the Committee approved, unanimously, the recommendations 
of the Advisory Committee for appropriations for this part of the budget for 1955, 
as follows: 

Section 30 - Transfer of the assets of the League of Nations 
to the United Nations - $649,500; 

Section 31 - Amortization of the Headquarters Construction 
Loan - $2,000,000. 

Section 32. Joint Staff Pension Board and United Nations 
Staff Pension Committee 

245. The Committee considered the estimates for this section at its 458th meeting. 
It was ~oted that thE provision requested provided for the secretariat of the Joint 
Staff Pension Board, the costs of which were chargeable to the Staff Pension Fund, 
and the United Nations Staff Pension Committee, the costs of which were chargeable 
to the United Nations budget. The basis for distribution of costs of this 
secretariat had been agreed, generally speaking, at two-thirds being charged to the 
Fund and one-third to the United Nations budget, More specifically, it was 
estimated that $78,o6o of the $117,600 requested would be reimbursable by the 
Fund, and that amount bad been taken into account in the estimates for miscellaneous 
income. 

' 246. The Advisory Committee, in its report, had noted in particular that $7,690 
was estimated as the amount required for the attendance at the annual meeting of 
the Board, to be held in Paris in 1955, of the nine members of the United Nations 
Staff Pension Committee. It appeared to the Advisory Committee that, in view of 
the costs involved, consideration should be given to the possibility in a reduction 
of the frequency of sessions of the Board, or in the membership of the United Nations 
Staff Pension Committee, Such a change would require an amendment of the Pension 
~.Regulations. 



i-\.j28EC 
English 
Page 70 

247. Certain delegations, referring to the point raised by the Advisory Committee, 
expressed the hope that the Secretary-General would give attention to the question 
and report thereon at the tenth session of the General Assembly. The Committee 
was informed by the Chairman of the Joint Staff Pension Board of the reasons for 
the composition of the United Nations Staff Pension Committee, and why it had so 
far been considered necessary for the Board to meet annually., He further informed 
the Committee that the question of annual meetings would be given due attention 
by the Board at its 1955 session, 
248. The repres~ntative of Denmark expressed satisfaction that the matter had 
received and would continue to receive attention. On the question of number of 
representatives, he suggested that.a system of voting by proxy might also be 
studied, 
249. The Fifth Committee approved, by 44 votes to none, with l abstention, the 
recommendation of the Advisory Committee that $117,600 be appropriated under 
section 32 for 1955. 
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250. The Advisory Committee had recommended, in its report on the budget 
estimates for 1955, a reduction of $164,150 in the estimates submitted by the 
Secretary-General for the International Court of Justice under section 33 of the 
budget, $16~,150 of that reduction related to the provision in the Secretary-
General's estimates for the funding of the pensions of the members of the Court, 
which provision had been included pursuant to the Fifth Committee's decision on 
this question at the eighth session .of the General Assembly, The Advisory 
Committee had recommended deletion of this provision on purely budgetary grounds, 
being of the opinion that the proposal involved too heavy an outlay at a ~ime 
when strenuo)ls efforts were being made to reduce the general costs of the 
Organization, The Advisory Committee recommended the continuation for 1955 of 
the method of providing for the pensions of the members of the Court as had been 
followed in previous years, i,e, provide for the pensions already awarded in the 
annual appropriations for the Court and for the pensions that might result from 
the non-re-election of any judges by a provision therefor in the draft resolution 
relating to unforeseen and extraordinary eXpenses. 
251, The Secretary-General had said in. his opening statement on the budget 
estimates (A/C.5/580) that he would very much regret a decision yet again to 
defer the funding of members' pensions and had pointed out that a postponement 
of that operation would not be a saving and would not reduce the financial 
commitments of the Organization, The Committee was also infovmed by the 
Registrar of the International Court of Justice that the position of the Court 
on this question corresponded to that exPressed by the Secretary-General,· 
252, The Committee considered the estimates for section 33 at its 45Bth meeting, 
A number of delegations, emphasizing the fact that the members of the Court could 
be confident that the Organization would not fail them in its pensions 
obligations, concurred with the recommendation of the Advisory Committee. 
Certain delegations also pointed to the fact that, with so small a base, 
actuarial calculation of the size of the fund required for the payment of the 
pensions was difficult; and that with the passa@B of time the amount required 
would necessarily increase. They wondered whether or not it might be well to 
reconsider the practicability of funding arrangement for these pensions which had 
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bee.n decided in principl.e at the first session of the General Assembly although 
deferred in application, They felt, in any case, that the wisest course at the 
time would be to continue the present arrangement. 
253. The Committee approved, by 44 votes to none, with 2 abstentions, the 
Advisory Committee ;recommendation for'an appropriation of $600,450 under 
section 33 for 1955• 

Pension entitlement of the Registrar of the International Court of Justice 

254. At its 482nd meeting, the Committee considered, in connexion with 
Section 33 (the International Court of Justice) of the 1955 budget estimates,· 
the question of the pensi~n entitlement of the present Registrar of the Court, 
The Committee had before it a memorandum on the subject by the Secretary-General 
(A/c.5/605) and a report on the, item by the Advisory Committee (A/2836 and Corr,l), 
255, The Secretary-General, in his memorandum, stated that the present Registrar 
of the Court who was elected to that office on 23 October 1953 .could not 
participate in the United Nations Joint,Staff Pension Fund because of his age 
althougn otherwise he would be eligible for such participation. However, 
paragraph 7 of Article 32 of the Statute of the Court provides that "regulations 
made by the General Assembly shall fix the conditions under which retirement 
pensions may be given ·to members of the Court and to the Registrar, • , , "• In 
this connexion, the Secretary-General enumerated the several factors which, 
apart from the age of tbe present Registrar, indicated in the opinion of the 
Court the desirability of carrying out the intention of the framers of the 
Statute by regarding the Registrar's pension as comparable to the Judges' 
pension, Following consultations with the representatives of the Court, the 
Secretary-General had proposed in paragraph 7 of his memorandum (A/C.5/605) 
certain special provisions in respect of the present Registrar, 
256, The Advisory Committee, in its report (A/2836 and Corr.l), while refraining 
from making any reco~endations as it was reluctant to question any opinion 
expressed by the Court, suggested that should the'· General Assembly decide that 
exceptional treatment was warranted, the terms and conditions for participation 
in the Joint Staff Pension Fund should apply ~ toto, with the exception of the 
age limit as provided in article II of the regulations of that Fund, to the 

----------

i ' 

' 

I 



:l/?326 
English 
Page 73 

present case, The Advisory Committee further suggested that in the event the 
Assembly approved the Secretary-General's proposal, an express reservation should 
be made to the effect that the provision was of an exceptional character and did 
not constitute a precedent for the future, 
257, During the discussion of this question in the Fifth Committee, the 
representative of the United Kingdom proposed an emendwent by which the Advisory 
Committee's suggestion would be approved '~roviding that the charges other than 
the contributions paid by the Registrar end the Organization fall against the 
Pension Fund and that arrangements are made accordingly", The amending proviso, 
which was, voted on separately, was approved by 18 votes to 5, with 17 abstentions. 
The Committee then approved by' 36 votes to 5, with l abstention, the recommendation 
of the Advisory Committee, as amended; 
258. It was understood that in pursuance of the Committee's decision the Joint 
Staff'Pension Board would be requested to make appropriate recommendations, in 

terms of Article XXXVII of the Regulations of the Pedsion Fund, for necessary 
amendments to the regulations and transmit them to the Fifth Committee for 
consideration at the tenth session, 
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Section 34. Global reduction in respect of gegrading of established posts 

259. In its report on the budget estimates, the Advisory Committee had expressed 
its view that the number of upgradings proposed in the 1955 estimates w~s somewhat 
high and it had accordingly recommended the establishment of a new section, 
section 34, providing a global reduction in respect of upgrading of established 
posts in the amoupt of $3,000, the amount to be applied at the discretion of the 
Secretary-General. In his statement to the Fifth Committee (A/C.5/58o) 1 the 
Secretary-General had said that while he did not contest the inclusion in the 
budget of a new section envisaging a reduction of $31000 in the funds appropriated 
for established posts, he would ask for the Committee's understanding that in 
agree:ing to the recommendation he ,;auld in no way be hampered in deciding, in 
the light of particular organi~ational requirements, on a suitable level for 
particular posts, within the limits proposed in the estimates. 
260. The Committee considered section 34 at its 458th meeting, Certain 
delegations, in endorsing the recommendation of the Advisory Committee, expressed 
concern in what they .considered a gradual upward trend in United Nations salaries, 
It was their opinion that upgradings should be covered by the normal Within-grade 
promotions and the promotion of staff to posts which fall vacant, 
261, The representative of Argentina sought information as to ><here the reduction 
would be a;pplied1 stating that should it be applied to the proposed upgradings at 
the Economic Commission for Latin ~erica, his delegation could not support the 
Advisory Committee's recommendation, The representative vf the Secretary-General 
stated that the Secretary-General intended to revie>< the proposed upgraaings in 
the light of the comments of the Advisory Committee and the Fifth Committee, but 
it could not be stated at this point bow the reduction would be applied, 
262, The Committee approved unanimously the rec.ommendation of the Advisory 
Committee that a new section 34 should be included in the 1955 estimates, to 
provi!le for a global reduction of $3 ,ooo in respect of upgradings of established 
posts, 
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263. At its 483rd meeting, on the basis of a s~ary of the budget situation 
submitted by the Secretary-Gsneral (A/C.5/614/Rev.l), the Fifth Committee 
undertook a second reading of the estimates, in the course of which it approved 
appropriations for each section ·in the amounts, and by the vot~s specified below: 

Recommended 
Section appropriation 

Dollars (US) 
Yes No · Abstentions 

1 .• 402, 700* 34 5 1 
2. No provision proposed 
3. 143,100 34 5 0 
3a. 27,2CO 35 0 5 
3P. 101,700 Unanimous 
4 .• 100,000 Unanimous 
5. 1,776,100 35 5 0 
5a, 484,000 33 5 0 
6. 2,ll7,050 33 6 0 
6a,. 76,650 Unanimous 
7. 657,300 34 5 0 

7a• 109,200 Unanimous 
8.. 3,687,000 35 5 0 
9. 859,200 33 5 0 

10, 2,534,000 33 5 0 
lOa,, 290,000 39 0 1 
ll. 6,236,800 35 5 0 
1la, _489,000 34 5 0 
12 .• 2,976,150 34 5 0 
13.. 510,000 35 5 0 
14. 987,500 Unanimous 
15 .• 3,437,4oO 35 5 0 
16 .• 3,625,000 34 5 0 
17.. 171,600 34 5 0 
18. 4,721,300 33 5 0 
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Section 

19 .•. 
20 .• 
21, 
22. 
23. 
23a. 
24, 

25 .• 
26, 
27.. 
28 .• 
29 .• 
30 .• 
31 .• 
32 .• 
33. 
34. 

Total 

* See paragraph 264 below. 

Recommended 
appropriation 
Dollars (US) 

685,000 
905,100 

1,152,800 
970,700 
20,000 
50,000 

716,100 
700,000 
386,700 
479,400 
768,500 
145,000 
649,500 

2,000,000 
117,600 
6oo,45o 

(3,000) 

$46,863,800* 

Yes No Absten,tions. 

34 5 
35 5 
'34 5 
34 5 
Unanimous 

33 5 
34 5 
35 5 
Unanimous 
Una.Ilimous 
Unanimous 
Unanimous 
Unanimous 
Unanimous 
Unanimous 
Unanimous 
Unanimous 

35 5 

l 

0 

l 

l 

2 
0 

0 

0 

264, The amounts approved above under section 1, and accordingly the total, would 
be adjusted as required as a result of the· decision to be taken regarding the 
proposal for the holding in 1955 of a Commemoration of the tenth anniversary of 
the United Nations, At its 484th meeting, the Fifth Committee approved an amount 
of $100, 000 fpr this purpose, as set out in the Fifth Committee's report on that 
item (A/2885), The llJ]lount recommended for appropriation for section l was thereby 
increased to $502,700, and the amount recommend.ed for the total 1955 appropriation 
was. increased to $46,963,800. 
265 • In the course of the second reading, delegations made specific interventions 
on sections ;LOa and 18 which are reflected in paragraphs 144 and 201 above 
respectively, 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION ON BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS 
FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1955 

266, At its 484th meeting, the Fifth COllllllit:tee h,ui before it a draft resolution 
relating to the 1955 appropriations (A/C.5/L.328), That draft embo~ed the 
dec~sions taken by the Committee on the sections of the 1955 budget, 
267. The Committee approved the draft appropriation resolution by ;6 votes to 4. 
Accordingly, the Fifth Committee recOlllDlends to the General Assembly the adoption 
of the draft resolution on the budget appropriations :f'or the financial year 1955, 
as set out in annex A to the present report. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION BELATING TO Ul'lFORESEEN AND EXTRAORDINJ\RY 
EXPENSES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1955 

268. At its 484th meeting, the Fj.fth Committee considered the resolution relating 
to unforeseen and extraordinary ex;penses for the financial year ;1.955. For this 
purpose, .the COlllDlittee had before it a draft resolution {A/C.5/Lo328) which 
incorporated in the draft resolution recommended by the Advisory Committee 
(A/2688, page 16) the additional provision~ require~ as a res1il.t of the General 
Assembly decisions on a number of resolutions proposed by other COl!IDlittees on the 
financial ~lications of which the Fifth COl!IDlittee had submitted reports 
(see paragraphs 17 and 18 above ) • 
269.. The COl!IDlittee approved the draft resolution contained in docUffient A/C.5/L.328 
by 34 votes to 4, with one abstention, Accordingly, the Fifth COl!IDlittee recommends 
to the General Assembly the adoption of the draft resolution on unforeseen and 
extraordinary !'!:x;penses for the financial year 1955 as set out in annex B to the 
present report. 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE 

270. The Fifth COl!IDlittee accordingly recommends to the General Assembly the 
adoption of the resolutions set out in annexes A to E which follow. 
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Draft appropriation resolution for the financial year 1955 

The GenerDJ. Assembly 
Resolves that for the financiDJ. yeur'l955: 

1, Appropriations totalling $US 46,963,800 are hereby voted for the following 
purposes: 

A. UNITED NATIONS 
PART I, SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE COUNCILS, COMMISSIONS 

AND COMMITTEES 

Section Amount in US dollars 
l. 
2. 
3· 

The General Assembly, commissions and cornmitteeo.,, •• 
The Security Council, commissions and committees ••••• 
The Economic and SociDJ. Council, commissions and 
coirliilittees ••• ~ ••••••••••••• , •• , ..... ~~: •.••• , ••••••••••••• 

3o.. Permanent CentrDJ. Opium Board and Drug Supervisory 

502,700 

143,100 

Body . .••• , • , ••••• , ••..••.•.••••••••••.•••.•.••• , • • • . • • 27,200 
;b. Regional economic commissions.~··•••••••••••••••••••• 101,700 
4. The Trusteeship Council, commissions and committees •• 100,000 

TOTAL, PART I. 

PART II. SPECIAL MISSIONS AND RELATED ACTIVITlliS 

5, Special missions and related activities., •• , •• , ••• ,. ,l, 776 ,1p0 
5a. United Nations ·Field Service.. .. • .. • .. • .. .. .. • .. .. • • • 484,000 

TOTAL, PART II. 

874,700 

2,260,100 
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Sec-tion Alliount in US dollars 

6. 
6a.. 
7. 
7a.o 
8. 
9· 

10. 
lOa.. 
11, 
lls..' 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 

18. 

19. 

P 1\RT III. llEADQU.I\.RrERS, NEW YORK 

Offices of the Secretary-General ........ G ••• • •••• , •. ·•• -. •. 

Of1'ice of Under-secretaries without JiO:rtfolio ••• ,,,,,,,, 
Department of Political and Security Council Affairs •••• 
Secretariat of the Military Staff COIIlllli ttee ............ . 
Department of Economic a.nd Social Affairs ••••••••••••••• 
Department of Trusteeship a.nd Information from Non-

Self-Governing Terri toiies •.....•.•• I. fl •••• s'• It •••.• " ••• 

Department of Public Information • ••••••••••••••• ·• ••••••• 
Visitors 1 Service •••••. , •••••••••••. ,.,.,·, •••• ,', •••••••• 
Department of Conference, Services ••••••••• •• , ••••• ~ ••••• 
Li bra.ry. , ••• • •••••• e ..... , , •••• , , •, , • , •• , • , ••• • • • • • • • ·, • • • 

Office of General. Services •.••• ,. • .... , • ••••• , •••••••••••• 
Temporary Assistance and consultants •••••••••••••••••••• 
Travel of staff • ••• , ........ , •.••• ·• ••.• ,. .... "' ••• • •• • • • • ·• • • 
Comm.on staff costs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •. •. ·• •• 
Com.on services • •••••••••••••••••••••••• ft •. • • • •• ·• • • • • • • • • 

Permanent equi:pznent ••••••••••••• · ••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••• 

TOTAL, PART III. 

1'1\RT rv, EUROPEJ\N OFFICE OF THE ~El) NATIONS 

European Office of' the United Nations (excluding 
d.irect coats, chapter III, Joint Secreta.riat of 
the Permanent Central OJiiUI!l Board and Drug SUJier• 
Visory Bod.y) •••••••••••• '•••••••••••••••••••••••416661 800 
ChaJiter I!I, Joint Secreta.ria.t of the Permanent 
Central OJiiUI!l Board end Drug Supervisory Body.. 54,500 

Of:t'ice of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees•••oeoeeoee•••••••••••••••••••••• 

TarAL, P/Jif1 IV, 

F.A:Rr V. INFOBMATION CENTRES 

Infornta.tion centres (other thllll the information 
services, Euro~ea.n Office of' the 
United Nationa) ••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••• o 

TOTAL, PART V, 

2,ll7,050 
76,650 

657,}00 
109,200 

,,687,000 

. 859,200 
2,5}4,0()0 

29G,OOO 
6,2;,6,8oo 

. 489,000 
2,976,150 

510,000 
987,500 

,,4:57,4oo 
,,625,oo0 

l7116oo 
28,76,,850 

4,721,:300. 

685,000 

905,100 

'ol I 



Section 
PAM VI. SECREl'/IBWS OF THE REGIONAL ECOl'iOMIC 

comr:ssiONS (other than the Economic 
Commission tor EUrqpe) 

21, Secretariat of the Ec01101!11c Commission· tor 
Asia and the Far East· •• , ••• ••••••• • •••••••••• 

22, Secretariat of the Economic COlDIII1ssion tor 
Latin ltr4erica ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,,, ••• • • 

PAM m. HOSPITALm 

23. Hospitality •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
23a. Special peyments under .Annex It pe.l'fl81'aPh 21 ot 

the sta.tf RegulationS •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tat'AL1 PART VII. 

24. ., Official Recorda ( excludillg Chapter V 1 Pe:nnanent 
Central Opi\1111 Board and Drug Supervisory 
Body) ........... -••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••• 0 7o4J910 

Chapter V. Permanent .Centl7eJ. Opium Board and 
Drug Supervisory ~~··••••••••••••••••••••• 

25· Publieations ••••• , •• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

PAM IX. 'l'EOBNIC.AL PROGRAMMES 

llal90 

26. 'l'echnical. Assistance Juimizl:ist:re.tion· .................. .-.. .. 
'Z7. Economic development • • •. ·• ·•• • ·• ·, ·, • ·, -, ·• ·, ·, · •• , • • -, • • • ·, • ·, • ·• ~ •-. • • 
28. Social. Act1vit1es.·.,,-•••••• -.-•• -•.• -................... -•••• , .•.••.•• -•.• 
29· Public Administration •••••• , ............................ . 

PART X. SPECIAL EXPENSES 

10. Transfer of the assets of the Lee(:!Ue· of Nations to the 
.United Nations •••••••• ••, ..... , •••.•• ••• ... •••• •••• .-.-.·.-.·. 

il.. .Amortization ot the Headquarters const:ru.ot1on Loan. ••• • • 
Trl.rAL1 PARr X~ 

A/2.886 . 
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l,l52,8oo 

20,000 

so,ooo 

386,700 
479,4oo 
768,500 
145,000 

2,12},500 

70,000 

1,416,100 
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Section 
PART XI. JOINT STAFF PENSION OOARD AND UNI'l'ED NATIONS 

STAFF PENSION COMMITTEE 

32. Joint Sl;a,ff Pension lloard and United Nations Stat1' 
Pension Committee •••••••• ~s••••••••••••••••••••••o 

~O'l!J\L I p AR'f XI. 

PPm XII. THE INTERNM!ONAt COtm OF JUSTICE 

33, The International Court of Justice •••••••••••••••••• 
MAt I PART XII. 

;4. Global reductions in· ree:pect oi' Upgra.d1nga of 
establiShed po&t!••••••o•G••••••••ai&•••••··~·•••9 

Amount in US dollars 

ll7,6oo 
U7,6oo 

600,450 

(3,000) 
. * GRAND T~AL••••••••••••••••••••46,8631~oo 

•:' 

2. The SP,Vropriatione voted by paragraph l shall be financed by contributions 
from. Members .after adjustment as provided by the :Fina:ncia.J. Regulat:l <lnB, subje<lt 
to the provi.sion ef paragraph l of the resolutions relating te the Workitlg 
Capital Fund. For this pur:pose, miscellaneous -income for the tine.nc:l.al year 1955 
is eetims.ted e.t $US 6,832,600. ' 
;. The Secretary-General is authorized:· 

(:1.) To e.drg1n1ster as a. unit the tollowiris !l.l'Propriat:l.ons: 
(a.) Provisions wder Section 3e.; Section 181 Cha:Pter III; and. 

Section 24, Chapter V; 
(b) Provisions wder Section lO; Section 18, crulpter II; Section 20 

and in reSJ?ect of Section 25 :f'or items relating to public 
in:f'onoation; 

{e) Provisions under Sections 24 and 25, 
(i:l.) To apply the reduction under Section 34 to va.rieus Sections of the 

~et; • 

(iii) 'With the pr:l.or concurrence o:r the Advisory Cotmnittee on Al!m1rrlstra.tive 
and Bullgete.ry Questions, to tranafer credits between sectione •f the 
llud£tet. 

lEI 
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4, In addition to the appropr:i.atioM voted 'by :paresraph l 1 an amount of 
US $1,1 000 is hereby rw:>ropr:tated for the purcllalle of books, pe:r:i.odioaJ.s, maps 
and library e$11:pment 1 f'rOlll the inOOllle. t'tf' the Library Endoll.ment F\.lnd.j in 
aocordanoe with the objects and provision!!! of the endowment. 



ANNEX B 

BUDGET ESTIMATES FCR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1955 . 

A/2886 
English 
Annex B 
Page 1 

Draft resolution relating to unforeseen and extraordinary e~enses 

The General Assembly, 
Resolves that, for the financiai year 19551 

The Secretary-General, with the prior concurrence of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions and subject to the Financial Regulations 
of the United Nations, is authorized to enter into commitments to meet unforeseen 
and extraordinary expenses; provided that the concurrence ,of the Advisory 
Committee shall not be necessary for: 

(a) Such commitments not exceeding a total of$ us 2 1000 1000 if the 
Secretary-General certifies that they relate to the maintenance of peace and 
security or to urgent economic rehabilitation; 

(b) Such commitments as are required for the Ad Hoc Commission on prisoners 
of war; 

(c) Such commitments as may be required for the United Nations Good Office 
Commission on the treatment of people of Indian origin in the Union of South 
Africa; 

(d) Such commitments as are required for the convening of an 
International Conference on the peaceful uses of atomic energy; 

(e) Such commitments not exceeding a total of $ US 1651000 as are required 
for the purchase of Korean Service medals; 

' (f) Such commitments not exceeding a total of $ US 25,000 as are 
occasioned by the holding of an inter-governmental Commodity Conference; 
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(g) Such commitments duly certified by the President of the International 
Court of Justice, relating to e~enses occasioned: 

(i) By the designation of Ad Hoc Judges (Statute, Article 31); 
(ii) By the appointment of ;-s~ors (Statute, .CU:ticle 30), or 

. . 
by the calling of witnesses and the appointment of e~erts 
(Statute, Article 50); 

(iii) By the maintenance in office of judges who have not. been re-elected 
(Statute, Article 131 paragraph 3); 

(iv) By the. holding of sessions of the Court avm.y from The Hague 
(Statute, Article 22); 

(v) By the payment of travel and removal e~enses of judges not 
re-elected, and travel end removal e~enses of new members of the 
Court; 

(vi) By the payment, as necessary, to judges of pensions not awarded 
prior to 15 JUly 1954, 

and not exceeding $24,ooo, $25,000, $4o,ooo, $75,000, $4,000 and $26,000 
respectively under each of the above six headings. 

(h) Such commitments not exceeding a total of $181 000 as may be required 
in the event of the coming into force during 1955 of the ,Protocol fo~ Limiting 
and Regulating the Cultivation of the Poppy Plant, the Production of, 
International and Wholesale Trade in, and Use of Opium. 

(i) Such commitments not exceeding a total of $15 1 000 as are occasioned by 
the convening of the International Technical Conference on the conservation of 
the living resources of the sea, 

The Secretary-General shall report to the Advisory Committee and to the 
General Assembly, a~ its next regular session, all commitments made under the 
provisions of the present resolution, together with the circumstances relating 
thereto, and shall submit s~plementary estimates to the General Assembly in 
respect of such commitments. 

1 
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WORKING CAPITAL FUND FOR TEE FINANCIAL lEAR 1955 

The General Assembly, 
Resolves that: 

1. The Working Capital Fund shall be maintained to 31 December 1955 at the 
amount of $US 21,500,000, to be derived: 

(a) As to $20,000,000 from cash advances by Members in accordance with 
the provisions of paragraphs 2 and 3 of the present resolution; 
(b) As to $1,500,000 by previously made transfers from surplus account 
as follows: 

(i) $1,239,203, being the balance of surplus account as at 
31 December 1950 not already applied against Members' assessments 
for 1951, in accordance wit4 General Assembly resolution 5~5 A (VI); 
(ii) $260,797, as part of the balance of surplus account at 
31 December 1951 not already applied against Members' assessments 
for 1952, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 676 (VII); 

2. Members' shall make cash advances to the Working Capital Fund as required 
under paragraph 1 (a) above in accordance with the scale adopted by the 
General Assembly for contributions of Members to the tenth annual budget; 
3. There shall be set off against this new allocation of advances the amounts 
paid by Members to the Working Capital Fund for the financial year 1954, under 
General Assembly resolution 788 (VIII) of -9 December 1953, provided that, should 
such advance paid by any Member to the Working Capital Fund for the financial 
year 1954 exceed the amount of that Member's advance under the provision of 
paragraph 2 hereof, the excess shall be set off against the amount of contributions 
payable by that Member in respect of the tenth annual budget, or any previous 
budget; 
4. The' Secretary-General is authorized to advance from the Working Capital 
Fund: 

(a) Such sums as may be necessary to finance budgetary appropriations 
pending receipt of contributions; sums so advanced shall be reimbursed 
as soon as receipts from contributions are available for the purpose; 
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(b) Such S1llllS as may be necessary to finance collllDitments which may be 
duly authorized under the provisions of the resolution relating to 
unforeseen and extraordinary expenses. 
make provision in the budget estimates 
Capital Fund; 

The Secretary-General shall 
for reimbursing the Working 

(c) Such S1llllS as, together wi tli net s1llllS outstanding for the same 
purposes, do not exceed $125,000, to continue the revolving fund to 
finance miscellaneous self-liquidating purchases and activities. 
Advances in excess of the total of $125, 000 may be made with the prior 
concurrence of the AdvisorY. CollllDittee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions. The Secretary-General shell submit, with the annual accounts, 
an explanation of the outstanding balance of the revolving fund at the end 
of each year; 
(d) Loans to specialized agencies and preparatory collllDissions of agencies 
to be established by inter-govei'DI!lental agreement under the auspices of 
the United Nations to finance their work, pending receipt by the agencies 
concerned of sufficient contributions under their own budgets. In making 
such loans; which shell normally be repayable within two years, the 
Secretary-General shall have regard to the proposed financial resources 
of the agency concerned, and shall obtain the prior concurrence of the 
Advisory CollllDittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions for any cash 
issues which would increase ·the. aggregate balance outstanding (including 
amounts previously advanced and outstanding) at any one t~ to an·amount 
in excess of $1,500,000 and for any issue which would increase the balance 
outstanding (including amounts previously advanced and outstanding) in 
respect of any one agency to an amount in excess of $500,000; 
(e) Such S1llllS not exceeding $35,000 as may be required to finance 
payments of advance insurance premi1llllS where the period of insurance 
extends beyond the end of the financial year in which payment is made. 

This amount may be increased with the prior concurrence of the 'Advisory 
CollllDittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions. The. Secretary-
General shall make prov;tsion in the budget estimates of each year during 
the life of the related policies to cover the charges applicable to each 
such year. 

1 
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Use of income derived from the Staff Assessmen-t Plan 

The General Assembly 1 

Having considered the report of the SecJ;"etary-General entitled "Use of 
income derived from the Staff Assessment Plan" (A/C.5/584 andCorr.2) and the 
report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
thereon (A/2799), 

Having regard to the deliberations of the Fifth Committee on this subject 
during the n-inth session of the General Assembly, 

Requests the Secretary-General to continue his negotiations with those 
Member States which have not yet become a party to the Convention on Privileges 
and Immunities of the Un-ited Nations or adopted alternative measures under which 
appropriate relief would be granted all United Nations officials in so far as 
national income taxation is concerned, and to submit a report thereon as soon 
as possible before the opening of the tenth session of the General Assembly, 
together with the comments of the Advisory Committee on that report, 

Decides to postpone to the tenth session of the Assembly further consideration 
of measures to be taken by the General Assembly towards a solution of the problem, 
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Increase in the dependency credit under the Staff Assessment Plan for the 
Staff at Headquarters. 

The General Assembly, 
Recognizing that an inequity of treatment exists under the Staff Assessment 

Plan between staff members with dependents and those without dependents, 
Resolves that, as a temporary measure, notwithstanding article 4 of 

resolution 359. (IV) of 10 December 1949, the following dependency credits 
shall be given between 1 January 1955 and 31 December 1955 to staff members 
stationed at Headquarters or at Washington, D.C. 

(i) a credit at the rate of two hundred dollars per annum shall 
be granted for a wife, ~ a dependent husband, ~ a dependent parent, 
brother or sister, ~ a dependent child, ~ a mentally or physically 
incapacitated, child over 16 years of age; 

(ii) an additional credit at the rate of one hundred dollars per annum 
shall be granted for each additional dependent child, for whom 
credit has not been granted under paragraph (~) above. 




