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I, TEtT OF '1'llE llECO~IONS OF· 'J,'BE HAGUE 
! COl'lF.l!:BENCE FOR THE CODIFICATION OF Dl'fERNATIONAL LAW, 1930 

Tllb Conference 

a the att~nti~n of the League of Nations to the necessity of 

the work of the next conference for the codification of 

tn.te Eional 1sw a s~ficient time in advance to enable the discussion 

;o be ied on w:ttll i;;he necessary rapidity and in the light of the 

lnfo ion which is essential. 

F this purpose the Conference ·would consider it desirable that the 

lreparl
1

~ry wo:rk should! be organized on the following basis: 

1. The Committee en~sted with the task c?. selecting a certain 

nufber of subjects suitable for codification by convention might 

~jw up a report indicating briefly and clearly the reasons. why 

iti!a.;ppeara possible and desirable to conclude internations:. 
I .. 

eemente on the subjects selected. This report should be sent 

I the Governmenta,'for their opinion, The Council of the League 

o I Nations ~ght then draw up the list of the subjects to be 

ed, having regard to the opinions expressed by the Governments. 
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2.. . An apPropriate body might bE> given the task of' dre.wfns up, · 
' ' - . u 

, II 

in the light of' all the data furnished by lesal science 1 l,iland 
'1 : ' ' :1 

actual practice, a draft· convention upon each question SE~lected 

f'or s~udy. 

3. 1'he draft conventions should. be CO!llll!1lllioated to the ;Govel'lllllents 
. - ~·l_i., . •' 

" ' w~th a request f'or their observations uP0n·the.essential ra:tnts. 
·'. -,. • . ' ' :! 

The. Council would endeavour to obtain replies :f'rom as la.ri36 a 
' I \ I• 

•' -:! 
nUlllber of Goverranents as possible~ . · · i

1 

.-.l,i 

4. The replies so received should be comnnmioated to el)l. the 
i': . . ' '-' . ' ; '~ ' . ' . ' . . ! i 

Govern!Rellts With a rerauas~ both f'or their opinion as to. tJ?:e 
•:' I t ,· . • • ill, 

desirabili t;r of' placing such ~.a.:rt conventions on the. a.gep . . . . . . .:··· - ~ 

I - 11 

of' a conference and· also · f'or any fresh observations which I', might 
. il 

. ' ' 'i 
be s~ested to them b;r the replies of the other Governme~ts 

II 
upon tlle dre.f'ta. Jl . . l 
5· The COuncil might then ;p1ace on the progralD!Ile of thfil :1 

' . . . .• I' 

Conf'e~nce such -subJects as were f'or:mal.ly approved b;r a v~I!:Y· 
··:. 'I 

large Jll8,1or:tty o:f' the Powers wl\ich would take part there~ •.. . . . . . . . . . . . • . !j•' 

_.·. 
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II. RI!EOLU'l'IOl'il OF THE ~ASSEMBLY OF TilE LEl\.GUE OF NATIONS, 
•. 25~1931 .. 

RECOIIDS . OF THE P!..ENABY ~ P ,lJ6 

The Assembly recalls that the resolution of 22 September 1924, 

1has~_zed the progressive cheJ;'a.cter of the codification of international 

r which should be undertal!;en, end, in view of the reo0lll!ll6ndations of the 

~at Conference fer the Codification of International Law held at The Hague 

1930, it decides to continue the work of codification with the obJect of 

Ming up conventions ~hich will place the relations ?f States on a le~l 

and secure basis without Jeopardizing t!w cuetcl!Jary international law which 

should result progressively from the practice of States! and the development .. 

of international. ,1Urisprudence. To this end, the Aesell!bly decides to establ;:!.,!lh 

the following 1>•-.. ~edure for the f-qt~, except in so far lils, in particular . : .. · 
oases, speci~l re!!olutions prov:l,de to the contrary ; . ' . . . ' . 

1. Alr:! State or group of States, whether Mellibe:rs of the League 

or not, may prop9ee to .the, Assellibly a su'b.ject or eubjects w.ith: .·. 

respect to which codification by international conventione·ehould . . . ; ·-· 

be un~rta,ke~. Such prQl)osals, toget;~er ~nth~ ~randum oontai~ 

the necessary explanatory •tter, &;Jhould be sent, before 1 March, .,,.. 
~ I . '•. •, • 

to the Secretary-General, in order that he may corpnnm1cats the.m to,,;-·1 ,.,,,., 

Governments and insert them in the agenda of the Assembly. , , 

2. Alr:! such proposals will be considered by the Assembly~ which 

will decide whether., the subJects proposed appear prima i'ac:te 
. 'I '• . '· ' 

suitable for codification. '· 

3· If tbe investigation o~ a proposed subJect is approved by 

the Ass~.ly and if no exie:l;ing .organ of the ;t.eague. is. c~11t 

, .. 

to deal with it, the Assembly will. requ.es:t the Council to !'J.Bt up , ~.; 

a co.mmittee of expe:rts, which Will be asked, wi~ the assistance 

of the Secretary-General of the LEiague of Nations 1 to make the 

necessary enqUiries and to prepare a draft convention on the subJect, 

to be reported to the Council with an explanatory statelnent. 
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4. The Council will tranemi t such report to the Assembly, which. . . , . . . . .·rr 

will then decide whether the. subject is provisionally to be retained 

as a subject for codification. If' this is decided affirmatively, 

the Assembly will e,sk the. Secretary-General· to tranemi t ·the said 

report to the Governments of the Members or the League and non~~ef: 

States for their comments. 

5. The committee of eX;perts, ' if it considers 1 t desirable to 
• . . '+I 

. do so; will rav.ise 'the draft in the light of the commfints l!IB.de 
' .. ' 

If. the committee qf experts· revises the draft, the reviseifarat't 

will be submitted to the Governments for th&ir coiJllilemts and, together·' 

·with· the cOIJllilents received, Will be transmitted to the Assembly, which 

will then· _decide f!p.ally whether e:ny further action should be taken in the 

l!IB.tter and, if' so, if the draft should be submitted to a codifice.1X6n 

conference. .' .,,. 

If. the committee- · doe·s :not see any reason to revise the ·draft, it 

will be :tra.nsmitted1 together With the co:mrilents of the Governments:, to 

the Assembly, which. will theri decide finally.whether any further action 

should be taken and1 :if so; ·if the draft shoUld b'e sublllitted to a 

codific~tion conference .. 

T1tE ASSEMBLY ;RECOMMENDS: 

l. Tb!l.t,. :in relat:l;on with· the further work in eoiuiection . 

w1 th the _codii'ication of international 1ii.w 1 the inte:Mia.tiona.l 

and national scientific institute ·should collaborate' 'in the 

work undilrtaken by :the·I>eague of Nations; ·'•· 

' ... 

2. That.the work·of cOdification undertaken by the League or··'·' 
·' •. 

Nations should be carried on iri concert with the conferences 

of the Alllarican States. 

. •. ,, 




