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Jl :ztiT REPORT OF 'l!'HE SEpllll!iT.ARY -GE.l'lERAL .AND OF THE NEGOTIATING 
COMMITTEE ON THE AGREEMENT CONCERLmqG TEE PREMISES 

OF THE PEACE P .\LACE Nr TRE HAGUE 

(Item 27 (d) of the Provisional Agenda 
for the ~ part of the; First Session) 

Tb 1 General Assembly at its 28th plenary meeti.Ilg, held 10 Febl'llary 1946, 

lnst~~~ed the Secretary~eral to conduct preliminary negotiations with 

llie Boe ~d of Directors of the CarMgie Foundation at T-he Hague or other 

~nvenlant place in order to ·fix the conditions on which the premises in 

the Pe1 ce Pelace at Th'l H.9gue,, which are required by the Intel"llational 

Court <f Justice, could be placed at ita disposal, the conditions being 
' 

embodi~ d in an agreei!I€;nt sub~ect to the approval of the Genel•al Assembly. 

The Gel eral Assembly ~t ita 29th plenary meeting, held on 12 Fsbrue.ry 1946, 

rpprov' d of the setting up of a. small Negotiating Committee, consisting of 

pne re a:-esentativs desl.gneted by the delegations .for Chile,' .China, France, 

·~a Union of South Africa, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 

:...tlited Kingdom and United States of America, to assist the S<:lcretary-General 

in nas )tiating agreements in: connection with the premises in 'the Peace 

Palace at The Hague. 

~le Secretary-General has the honour to submit for approval of the 

Gem~re L Assemb]J' the i'ollow:l.tlg ,agreement between the United Nations and the 

.carneeio Foundation ooncerning the use of the Peace Palace and. the agreement 

betwel~ the United Nations and the Carnegie Foundation concerning refund. of 

loans. The Report o~ the negotiations wit.b the Trustees of the Carnegie 

Foundl tion ie attache.cl. hereto as Annex A. 



.. ,., ... 

.1\mlEXA 

N.EGOTIATING :JOMM!TTEE ON lEAGUE OF NATIOJ,'IS .ASSETS . 

. . REPORT ON 'l'R'E mrooTIATIONS 'WlTH. 'I'!£iE T.ROS'I'EES OF TEE 
CJUOO!',GIE FOUND.ATION 

'i'l: ~ agreements between the United Nations and the Trustees of the 
I ,+ •· 

Camegl ~ Foundation are' drawn up on the aaJI!a lines ae the existing agreement 
•: I • ' 

~twee~ I the Foundation .and the teague of Nations ;t'or the use of the premi~ee 
I ,, • • 

Jn the raace Palace fo~ the Permanent Court of International Just~ce • 

.I Tl r maw pointe dJ.scussed were the rent to be paid and the payment 

of the remaining instalments on the two +cans grante(l. by the 

Carneg: .~ Founda.tion to :'the League of )l!at;!.!PilS '!,;o ~eet the eX,pansee of 

alterac .~o~e to the :Pea~l'l Palace to aeeollllilP®te the Judges. 
' I 

\ 

Tl f first agreeme~t proVides that the premiees in the l'eaee Palace 

, ar~ :rel L~ed as frOI!l 1 APril 1946 at a rent of fl. .48, 000. After' d:l,eouasi~n 
\t wee bsr~ed to raise!: the rant of fl. 40,000 a year by twenty per oe~t to 

t1." 48/ooo. This pero~ntage rise does not seem unreasonable .in v:ie~ of the 

faqt t: )at in FebruarY iJ.946 et;Llaries in The Netherlands had risen . 

I
. fiftee: r- .t-wenty per c~nt as oompared wi~ 1939, weges by forty per c~nt 

tm.d. ra jioned foods by !ilixtY~five per· cent. The Oo:mm:l.ttee wee however 
• . I . ,, . . . 

of the lqpinion that th~re should be some stability in the ;t'ent, 
i •. ' . . 

~er.e:f' 1re, in ordeli' to': avoid new negotiations on. rent aftar eacl'.l year 1 

\

' . the ne r agreement has ~.' een conclu. dfld for an init;!.al period of three years. 

Only a tter that time ~ll the agreement be subJect to renewal from year 

\,to yea 1 ~ . The Trustees: qf the Olor.negie Foundation on their side desired. 
• I 11 

to be rotected .againE!t any exoeeeive chiUlge .. of oircUIIll!tances •. The . 

Oo!lllllit ree :felt unable !ito proVide against thie oontingeney in the agreel!l9nt, 
. I . •• . . . . . 

A so1u rion was :fOUiid b;r agreeing, in the notes exchange!\ at the til!le 

of sig ~ins the .mei~ ~huments, tllat ~ elt~eseive increase in the cost 

of upl! tep of the l'eac"j, Paleo~ ltould constitute a ground for new conversntions • 

. II I ' • 
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In Ol'jier to prevent a deadlock ocom:Ting if the abeemen~ l."ere 
. . .. ·. lj 

to· .be denoi.moed by one .of tli.e parties .on ·account of th~: rent ~d. the 
. . ;! ;I 

' : ' ' ' ' ': lj 
parties faTled. to agree on the ·?~unt of the ye~rly .r~t to bt paid, 

.. ·.' ' . . :! II 
Article ~t ~graph 2 provides for settlement of ~s- queslion by 

1 • ! , I ~ I ! 

arbitratioA. A simi;lar arbitration clause has been inqluded ~n ~a 
;, ' . ' ' ::· ;: ' ' ' ' : :' '1'1 ' 

notes exchanged. · · 
'.' 

It isii ex:pressly stated that furniture, books and archive~ taken 

over by th~ Un:l. ted Nat:toll.S from. the . League become th~ pop~tl of 

the fol:'lllSr: Organizat:!,on. It is fW:.ther stipulated that the 

Trustees of the Oar:'lagie Founw;,t1on chal,;L contribute to the 

maintenance of the Ubrary. 

\· !!;he agre~m.snt betw~an ~e Carnegie Foundation imd the Le1~e of Neti~ 
/·:included an article on' the repaym.snt of a lo:m arante<l)to mea~ the 

, I 'I 
I • II . 

• •., · · II il 

ex:penses of. alterations to the Poace Palace. The te~ of a Elf3COnd 
; . ·.. ., . 'I . . 

loan, having been drawn up aft~r this agreement, ware a;ppande& in the 
' ' !: . 
II • . , ~~ . , ·, , 

form of ~;~. ¥der. The COllllllittee considered that tbe!le loans ~buld not be 
. !i " ' li • 

ment;Loned :tn the body of the n&w agree!!Wilt on the rentip.g of· tips premises 
• " , ;_ I , , 1 

' . . . . . ' ' . ' 

in the Peace Palace but that ·tney should be the supject' of a ~~parate 
: , I! .' , 

agreement, 

It ;:e.li!: agreed th~t the United Nutions would ·take o<ve;r th~: 
' : ,, II • 

liability fol;' the J;"efunding of thee a· two loans, Th Trustees 'Of 
'·. ... ' • I• '1 ' 

the Carnegie Fol,lndation during negotiations with the League of1, Nations 
' . . . :i• . • 

had accepted ths vie~r that a m.oratcriUl'll on tM loans sl1¢>uld be!! grMt<~d' 
~, - : • - -__ • ·-. - ! • ·- • • ;, ji . 

during the years o:f the war. As a o<::'nsequ9noe the finat pe.yinept on 
• . • . • , I 

each of thai' loans will be postponed for six years. ~he: y~a;r;o-l3j: 
• •I • • .:- • • . •.• -.- .• _ .'jl • : -11 

payments to, be made by thtt United Natiems are +..o cont:l.nj,l.e. as 
,I • , . · i' . ;. 

prescribed ~n the original contract. .In order to cove~: the 
' . . ·' 

United tfatiqns in the event o:f thelinternational Co'Qli't ol Justi:pe 
' .~ I .. I • 

. - ' l 

ha~ to Have the l;'eace Palace owi:Qg to e denunoiatio1jl ·of th~ 

~~e~nt by the Trustees of the Carnegie Jl'pun&lt:lon a. provis~~n 



, been inserted in; tl:le'· agreemsnt to the effect tl)s.t the obligation 
'' " :: ., ' ' I . 

pay t e inStalments or tb.e loen&i ehall cease try- the t:llne the 

rt ce see ueins the J#emieee ih 'the Peace PaJ..aC!il on !llcoount of 
! • ii . . ' ' . ·:. ' ' . ' 

,ion t ken ,by the 'J'rue#taes. , 
. ,' ~ 

, The 
1 

CClllll!li ttee is o:t:_, the opinion that on ba~ this settlement 
.. ., . II : . 

;sat is aetory to all t;be interests concerned ana:: :reco:mmands tha. t 

; agre~ments be. ei~e~ by the Secre~~:~rY".General} . . 
I

I • :; ' 
; ! ' ' !: ,: 
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cAG~ between. th~ United. ~Iationq and the C~egie Foundation 

concerziing the 1.1ae of tbe p.eace p!l.laoe 
• • ,, '< ·~ ' • . • 

Al<TICLE. I , 
- . I • 

Thel Carnegie FoUndation· sha.ll allow the· International Court of Justice, 
' :! .• . . ' . • "~ ~ 

for a?~ ng as ,the liJaid::court, shall be :'ittin~ at. .The .. E:aglle, the .l.lSe of ~he 
Peace 1' ace as frolJ). l 1\\.pril 1946, s11bject to t)le following conditions., ..... ''''·\ :, . ' . -' 

~--., : .. 

reepect 

I;', 
" AllTICLE II 

;._ .. , 
~l.lal contri~~tion payable ,by the International Cou.rc of Justice in 
•·· ..• ' . • • ! .•. ,. • . • . . ; . . ·. ·' • .. 

.f the use of t~e Peace Palace, is here'py.f'ixed .at ,481.000 fJ,orins. 
~ . . . . . " . . . . ' . . . ,' ·; , .... ' \ . . . . . . ·--~- . 

ARTICLE III 

. . Th~ said co.ntribution sha.:i.l be payable in q1.1~eriy inetaJ.ments, .each of 

.:~~t qlla,1 ~~~-~f ~~e to~~Lsum, ~nl Jul!,·l Octo~:~~' l"Janua%7 ~ 1M;~l.· 
"'he fir~ • pa.ym.ent shall;).1Je ~e on .l July 1946; 

ARTI~ rv 
>~··. ·. ·- .. .. 

T)l Co1.1rt shall hare the pel'!Jll.1.nent anA e~clus~re use of .the 'following · , , 

~oms: . ., ... 

" No . 8, 9, 10, .11,;.13, 27, 28, 38, 20.0, 201, 202, 203, 2o4, 205, 206, 207, 
I ' ' ' 

~.~.~,~~w,·~.~.~.m.~~~.~.m,2~,~; ', ~.1 li . 
. ,; 22i, 225, 22·6·, 227/.228, 229, 230, ,231, 232,:'3011 3.q2, }03,. an,d 3o6, .a.a. 

we L as the room known as tho "Ref0QtOI7n· and the adjacent pre,miaea 
h J ; • ' I " ··: • •. -

·. apl ·~~i~~n~· ~]le;rero. . . . ··'· . ' ' .. . " ' 
Whl' Lst the Court and ita chambers are in aeaeion, the Cot:lrl,eh!).ll have th~ 

~~ ~~ :~::' . .:!;t~!~ :,::;~':~~~"':':, s::,:~~ ;:,;; , , 
I · 1: • • 

e sal.! premiaoea. m,ay b,~ l.lSed by other inati tutions. 
il, • ·1 . . · . . ·· ,, · · · . . . 
', ~h~ Co1.1rt .aha!~ b.~: entitled. .to t~e joi~t 1.1s~ of .al~ the othe:r,- premj.see of.; 

the Pall oe ~~oesse,xt fqZ, its war]\: in accordance with agreements. to b.e oonclwied 
'' -•. '•, ·' ,; • . • .. I' ' - , . . • ' . ' !• ' ' ,, ' , 



A/109 
Page 6 

Pulaoe~ 

With 

(a) tile entrances and exits, vestibules, corridors\ and 
li 

l'l 
s~airways, 

(b) the cloak-roO!llB and lavatories adjacent to the':';:premis$s occupied, 

(c) the lifts and similar :parts ·or the Palace inte~ed fot general use/. 

'ARTICLE V 
: • ' j· I! 

The existing library shall be kept carefU:Uy u:p-to~date and supplied 

additi~ns as necessary_. The Foundation will' give iavoura~~e consideration 
,, . 

to eny sugg"!stion on this subject from the Court or its :Jlle:m:ben 

The Sei~etS:ry-General expresses t1le hope that the ]'~und.at~fn i/ill assign 

adequate fu:t\ds for bringing and keeping th<;l library at the Peaol~ Palace 

up-to-date. 'i 

M6mbers. and officials of tile Court may consult bo.o:ks in th~ library at all 

tim,es p:rovi<ied they com;ply With the regulations in force'; a:part!i from the houn 
II :1 ' , , 

! • ·, .!I 
during· whicb the library is open to the public, they shall have II aoqeiss theretc 

~', ,j ,, 

from 9 a.m. :~mtu 6130 p.m. on every working day during or immelj.iate.ly befol"l:" 

meetings of the Court or ita chs:m:bers • 

·, I!. . '~ 
Fur.nitUlt'e and other objects bought by the Loegu0 of, 1Nations on behalf of·': 

i I • 

" 
the Permanent Coctrt of International J"stice and now intended f~r the use of' , • ,, •I 

' " '·'. '· 1 
of which· th.o 'court has the :pennanent or temporary use, both with;: one another 

,, .', 

and With the 1ito'IJil1 as WOll as the costs Of USing the telephone ejCChange Which 
' ' ' 

is not ll.irec-G~ connected With the t6~; shall be bo~e by the Fbundation. 

In the a,bsence 'of an agreomont_.to th<;; contrary in ea?h J;>arttcu1ar case, 
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~ ·: .. exc. hElllge s¥J.l!! .. be in OJiera.tion until 5 p,l!Ji. aud, whUst the Court or 

• l~~ c )era are ;ill sesil!ion, until 7 p .m; · 
. , i i I ~ : 

.. !t j cs t:rndorsto.:a trt the expenses rsforl:'oil ·tip above &ro ·entirely covered 

by :\the lited Nati~s e~tribution rsfe;tTed to. in ::Art idle II :above. 
r · :1 r. 

" ' :! ,AlflJICLE VIn 
)' 1! 

Th '1/nitea· Nations:iaasumee no reepon~ib:l,lity :for the maintone.nce of tho' 
" ,, 
I 

buU.d and. tho gr<;lundS !j.ppertainipg thereto. 
I " ' 

heatmei, light~ e.nd. cloe.ning of those :Parts. of tbe building of ~icl 

; has the Plf!~nt or temporary use ellaJ, be defrayed by the · · · 
, II . 

)n. The. tE!lll;per~tu.re of tho prt>m:Lsos used •as offices or conference 

:J.ll no.t be belo~. 18°C. The cleaning shru.;i. 'be car;t'ied out in such 

co&titi 1s and at such ~ours that the occu:~~ants ~ not disturbed in their . 

., 
.. rooms a 

won. 

. Th1 Found.a.tion' shafl bear tho costa arising ~ut of the mu:q.ioipaJ. water 

li!I,UJ!?Ply t !ed by mal)lbers ~r officials of the Court. ' · 

'. It' ls unCI.erstoo··.:.d t~at tho sum referrPd to in:·
1

·'A·. rtiole II. above oensituteS. 

tu;u. en complete paYlllElt of th~t charges heroin roferrod to ; . · . . · · 

I Th, 

d.:ispos 

institu 

.A:RTICLE !X: 

sul,'Vic.e po.~omiwl hired by the. Foundatio!), eho.ll bo a't the Court1 s 
', .1,1 • • .. 

II . . i . 
under the ea.me , condi tiona aa it is at the disposal of exr:f ·other 

1: . .. ' ' ,, . 
I' . , 

Lon ostabliallcd:i in the l'~taco l'f.llac.e, 
!: 

ls ~Jgrsed that the working hours of at le!lst one member o:f this 

l ,shall b.e aete~~d- With due regard, so ;far as possible, to the 
!i 

" :1 ' ·• 

require!I!Onts of:: '!;he International Court of Jt~stice. ,, ' 

• , I, ' I · 

Th Court snal.l be 11 free to e:ng~Jge at. ·its own cost aud for. its .own 
!i ' 

' II ' ' ' . 
ex(;lusi. > s~rvioo· o:!!'f:Lcll.a.J..s belonging to the category of service personnel. 

'lj d 1'- .. : 

such of LciaJ..s shall in:' no Wf>:S' be ~ the Rthor1ty of atf¥· othe~ institution.' 
1: . ' - ' ' ,. 

,,.. - ' ' .. ' ' ,. 
It La agreed that. 'j;he expenses :1.n · res;pect of :.ad.di tiezml ·service pel'!lonnel ·. 

' I, . I 
" 0 ' ·,. "• l en8ased >s a result of ~he estcablisbment of· the lri,temational Court of Je~stice ' 

) at the )ace PaJ.£\ce' ilrei; fully· covered by -t;~ei oont~bution ·:referred to 1n Artic~o 

\ II abov .• "' :-• 
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ABICLE X 

The ofif'icials of the Fo.und.ation shall hand· Without;~ delay ) the chief 

registry c],~>rk of tho Court or his deputy any postal or:'· te;Legr phic 

colll!llunicat:LQn deliovared to tho Poooo Palace and addressed to 10 CoUrt or( to 

one of its lllo:rlllwrs or of;f'i.cials. 

ARTICLE XI 

'Whlle the Court or its chlllllbers ere in session, paying or lth<Jr visitors 
. '• 

not connected With one of the institutions established ~t the : :laco·may not, 

without agroement to the c~ntrary in oe.ch particular ca!jo, ent• ~· tho Peace 
I • I, 

Palace oxce:Pt botwen l p .l'll. Emd 3 p.m. T!:loy !11£,y not enter ro• lS whiph they· 
i • ,, 

': lj .. 
have been f()rbidden to ental· by the competent officials :or the :ourt. 

ARTICLE XII 

Any pa~nt Which may bo required and ;Levied by th9:, Nothal .a.n!ls authoritie 

wllather govE;Irnmontal or municipal, out of funds paid. to :the FOt .dation by the 
. " II ,, . 

United. Nati~s or on the occasion of the payme;nt of sucl:j
1 

funds, or in respec o:t 

the PE>ace Pthaco or the grounds appertaining thoroto, sl'l,9J,l be .ef:I'eyod by t a 
! 

Fot.m.d.ation. 

Am'ICLE XIII 

Tli:e prE1$ent agreement is concluded for a period of ~hree '3 ars and shall be 
~ ,', 'i'. . 

I - ,[ 

automat.icall$ runewable for .further periods of one year jilnless rior notice . of 
i: 
I 

termination )!.s given bY one of the partios within three J11onths t'ecodil:ig th<? 
,, 

expiration of el:).ch -period. 

In cO.Sejl of differences of opinion r~arding tho po~sibla »ification of. 

Article II, ~he parties shall hnvc recourse to arbitratidn. 
! 

llllTICLE XIV 

It is ef.pressly undorstood that tho question of the 'tostabl lhmont of t~e 

!ntemll:l;iona:).. Court .. of Justic.e et tho Pence Palace exclu~ively ' mcorns tho 

Uiiited Nations and the Carnegie· Foundation, W1d ·is conseq!uently ,utside tho. 
', 

Jurisdiction of WlY other orgMisation; thO Foundation dekllc.ros .ts ;road.inoss tc 
'I " 

aogopt· all ~ res~ibilities arisiilg out of this prindiple, 
!! 
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To e~b1e the Carnegie Foundation to 1·efund to th~ Nethez lands 
I I ' ' 

Govemment::the balances of the loans contracted by it :J.P. l927 aJJII.' 1932 
' ~ ;I 1 

' !' ' ' 

for the p~osa of maAt~ cer~in alterations 'to 1:ib.$ p~elllises 'f the 

Pel'lllallellt Court of Inter:ca.tional Justice, whiph are now. to be lSed by 
:: ·: 

the Iin;e~i;ionsl Court of Juet:toe, the Uni.ted Nations '.Shall ;p~.Y to the 

Carnegie rdimdation the follodng eum.s: 

(a.) . On l July 1946 and ther~taf'ter every six monthS a sum of · 
,, 

5,000 ;if;';Lorirul until the total aliiOIUlt of' 125,000 fl?rins b !.S 

been ziefu.tlded • 
. , ' 
~ I ' I 

(b) O!l l JuJ.;r 1946 and thereafter every eix months a. sum of 
' ' ' II 

5,000 b.o:ctne until the total amount of 170,000 norirul hoe. 

been tiefundad, followed by a final ineteliJmt ot.l1 ~49~26 
' 

fJ.<»:'in\! , payable on l JuJ.;r . 196 3 • · 

This oh:tga.tion shall cease if the Ce.rneg.te Foundation gi1 ee the 
• I ~ : I 

Interna.ti~ Coul't of_ Justice notiC/i) of terminstion, 11?- a.cco:rt anoe w1 th 

Article :x:u± par~ph 1 of the Agreement ooncel'lling th~ . use oj the . 
,, 

Peace Palac~. 
': ' i!· 

The :pr$sent flc!:'eement shall. come into force on the .date of its 

approval by ;the ~raJ. Assembly of the United Nations. 

·----




