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Summary of information transmitted by the Government of Francel/'

In accordance with paragesph 4 (b) of General Assembly resolution
218 (III) of 3 November 1948, the Secretary-Genersl submits the following
sumary showing such changes in statistics and other agpreéiable changes as
have occurred in recent years in standards of living in Morocco.' This summary
supplemeﬁts document A/265M/Add.2,.which contains genersl information transmitted

in respect ~f Morocco for the year 1953.

1/ This summary is submitted als> to the Committee on Informatien from
Nm-Self-Governing Territories.

This infrrmatinn supplements the summary of informatisn transmitted in 1952
which sppears in dercument ST/TRI/SER.A/7/Add.l (United Naticns: Non-Self-
soverning Territories; summaries and analyses of information transmitted to
the Secretary-General during 1952, volume II, 1953).
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STANDARDS OF LIVING IN MOROCCO

In sdditién to the statistical iﬁformaxion relebing to Moroceo, which
is summarized in document A/2654/Add.2, the French Government has transmitted
to the Secretary-General a report on standagds of living in French Morocco,

& synopsis of which is glven below,

The full effects of the work done durlng the last flve years under the
first development plan.will not: be felt for some 1little time,}but the results
already obtained incéicate that the standard 6fnliving of Mcroccans is improving
at a more repid tempo.

For the purpose-of appraismng the: developmen’ of standards of living, the
report transmitted by the French Government makes use of statistics obtained
from the folloW1ng sources: )

l, gldbwl estimates,

2s direct investigatlons; .

’ e changeshin"tﬂe cost of livihg in relatidn'to purdhasing péwer.

The uniform results obtained by the use of these three sources show that
the purchasing power of the Moroccan worker has effect:vely doubled since
before the war.

1. Global estimstes .

This method has, emong other defects, that of vrouping all sections of the
opulation toget \er in order to obtain an averagea ?he figures given below

-have therefore been selected because they relgte to products which are of .
particular importance for the standard of li&ing of the bulk of thé Moroccan
populatioﬁ.

The annuel per capita consunption of suger rose from 9,091 kg in 1946 to
31,6 kg in 1953,

The annual per capita consumptlon of tes rose from 800 grammes in 1926
to 1.750 kg in 1953.
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In the case of cereéls, the corresponding figures are 378 kg per capita
in 1953 as against 294 kg in 193%6. It sheuld also be noted that deliveries of
vheat flours (which are, with advantege, tending to replace barley) to

bakeries in Moroccan towns have itripled since before the war, rising from
L3, 000 quintals to 1,355,000 guintals in 1953, wherses deliveries to European
bakeries increased by only 50 per cent Guring the same period,

In regard to meat, pre-war consumption was estimétéd &t 10,75 kg per capita;

in 1950 it was 16.50 kg. The latier figure does not take into sccount the
consumptibn of’poultry, vhich is particularly high in the case of the rural
pdpulatibn, being estimated at 10 kg per cspita in 1950, Further evidence of
the increased consumption of meat by the rural population is feund in the fact
that Morocco, which before the war was a large-scale exporter of sheep, nov
exports very few and is dn fact béginning to iﬁport beef.

. Annusgl per capite consumption of fresh fish rose from 1.32 kg before the
war to 3 kg in 1952.

There has been a definite improvement in regard to clothing. A study of

textile statistics reveals a substantial increase in consumption, particulerly
of' cotton fabrics, which are traditionsally end exclusively used by the Moreccan
.section nf the population,

Imports of pharmaceutical products rose from 98h tons in 1950 to 1,152 tons
in 1953, despite the development of a dcmestic pharmaceutical industry.

The number of bicycles imported from 7,L00 in 1950 to 14,676 in 1953.

The number of radie recelving sets »swned by Moroccans rose from 7,000 in
1938 to 131,195 in January 195k, : |

2« Direct investigations

In 1949, an investigation was carried out among s purely working-class
section of the population of Casablanca. The resulis obtained accordingly provide
a good exemple of the standard >f living of the Moroccan population at its
lovwest.



A/2654/Ad4.3
English
Page U4

According to this investigation, changes in the distribution of
expenditure and the number of calories consumed were as follows:

TTEMS : 1557 1949
: (distribution of expenditure)
FOOd ';.0‘00.000..QOO.I.O"Q.‘OO : 75.0 : 58‘5
ClOthing SseBecasoredRITEBNROERRTRTE f 700 i 17‘1
Miscellaneous expénditure csence : 9.1 : 10.5
HouSing .'.‘..Ql.l.l..q..‘..QOO'. i 1009 E 15.9
. Total sesesss - 100 ' - 100
A ! . Calories .
Adult CONSUMPEION eeevasssvessss 3 2,210 " 2,560

The fall in the average proportion of expenditure on food is an indication
of the rise in the standard of living; there has also been a striking
lmprovement in the qualitative ccomposition of the energizing food consumed, by
comparison with that before the war.

In addition, a monograph was produced in 1952 by the Sociéte d'Etudes

Economiques, Soclales et de Statistiques with the assistance of members of

. the teaching profession in daily contact with the Moroccan population, Two
hundred family questinnneires were used covering all parts of Morocco and
dealing ﬁith over forty occupations.

The average .annual income of the small landowner wes found to have risen
from 2,250 francs in 1935 to 300,000 francs in 1952 and that of the rursal
worker or khammes, from 1,500 francs im 1935 to 105,000 francs in 1952, In
the case of tradesmen and craftsmen, the corresponding figures are approximately
7 Yo 10,000 francs in 1935 as against 200 -~ 500,000 francs in 1952,

The purchasing power of these incomes, as represented by the above
figﬁres, is shown in the following teble, in terms of three basic foodstuffs:
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Small landowners ' : 193 - - 1952 o

2,142 Xg : 6,250 Kg
548 1 + 1,694 1,
930 Kg 2,500 Kg

Bread seesesecasssrorsnunsRetasns

0il evocaNeIn0ePIIsEPYSIREROEEYS S A

se v o2 e

Sugar LE R NI RN E NN N NNENNANRNERNZESNE XN

Rural workers

Bread .vevieesseconssrennacnenes 1 1,428 XKz + 1,666 Kg

QL)  iiiiiiiresescratentaseanes 4 365 1. L1 1.

SUBAL vivvevsvenvnsnronrensonsse & 625 Kg 666 Kg
Urban workers

Bread .eeevecsenesscnsnssonnnase 0 1,428 XKg 3 2,187 Xs

0Ll sevvnnseisncsvnransassoene 3 365 1. ¢ 598 1.

BUZBY .ieesecccssacsorsaenssnens ° 625 Kg @ 875 Kg

The figures relating to rural workers, the majority of whem are in the
service of Moroccan landowners, require sdjustment in view of the fact that
such workers always receive gsome remunergtion in kind.

3. Cost-of-living and_pprchasing;power

The retail price index et Casablance stood at 2,792 in January 195k,
taking 1939 as 100, At the same dabte, the wege index for an unskilled worker
at Caseblanca was 6,082, again taking 1939 as 100,

The purchasing power of the Moroccan worker, as lndicated by the ratio
between these two figures, has therefore doubled since before the war. It
should also be borne in mind thet the sociel benefits available to workers
are consldersbly more extensive then before the war, thus increasing their
purchasing power still further.

- The following table shows the comparstive changes in the minimum guaranteéd
wage at Casablanca and in the retail price index there:

:  Minimun gusranteed wage ¢ Reteil price

+ ot Cassblanca (daily  : index at

s wage) : Cassblanca

: : 1939 & 100
January 1951 ceeeveevesoreseossocens ! 277 : 2,225
Janu&ry 1952 TR RREEE XN I AN I : 3’4‘2 : 2,7’4’8
Ma'y‘ 1952 S s 0P s EEPBE LSRN RIEETNBEEOITOTE : 576 : 2’725
November 1953 .eevecssronnsvacasacsss . hik : 2,792
Increase between January 1951 and : :
JERUETY 1954 4 ouerrranerotonnsntnons & Lo,k % * 528,19






