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INFORMATION FROM NON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES: 
SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS OF INFORJ.v1ATION TRANSMITTED 
UNDER ARTICLE ·73 e OF THE CHARTER. REPORT OF 
THE SECRETAHY -GEf.\TERAL 

Summary of information t.ransmi tted by the Government of Fra:nceY . 

In accordance 1vi th parag:f&;ph 4 (b) of General Assembly resolutj,.cn 

218 ( III) of 3 November 1948, the Secretary-GeneraJ. ~ubmi ts the following 

surmnary showing such changes in statistics and other appreciable changes as 

have occurred in recent years ip standards Af living in Morocco. This summary 

suppleme~ts document A/2654/Add.2,' whic~ contains general infor.mation transmitted 

in respect Af Morocco for the year 1953.gj . . 

~ This summary is submitted als)· to the Committee on Infor.mati~n from 
N0n-Se1f-Governing Territories. 

y 'I'his infr;rmatir,n supplements the sUlrl.mary nf' informatil!)n transmitted in 1952 
which appears in df1cument ST/TRI/SER.A/7/Add.1 {United Nati<"ns: Non-Self'- · 
~overning Territories; smmnaries and analyses 0f information transmitted to 
~he Secretary-General ro~ing 1952, volume II, 1953/. 
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STANDARDS QF.LIVING IN MOROCCO 

·In a.ddi tion to the statisticaJ. ;in:t'o1~n1a.tion relating to Morocco, which 

is surnrilarized in document ·A/ 2654/ ACid. 2.1 ·the· Fl·encli .. Government has · tra.nsnn tted .. 

to the Secl"eta.ry .. General a. report on stand~ds of living in French Morocco, 

a synopsis of which is given below. 
The fUll effects of: the "r6;1~·- don~ ·.durin~ . the last ~1 ve: ye~s under th,e 

first development plan .will not· be felt for some. little time, but the results 

already obtained in~.ca.te that the standard of living of Moroccans is improving 

at a. more. rapid tempo. 
'. . . 

For ~1e··purpose ·of appl"ai-sing ·the· developmen'~ of standards of' ·living, the 

report transmitted by the French Gover!'.ment makes use of statistics obtained 

from tlle f~llowi~ sou~ces: 
. . 

1.. gl'obo.l cstin:atea; 

2.. direct investigations; 

;. cha.nges .. i:ri.the cost of livil-lg :i.n rela.ti~n.to purchasing power, 

·The 'uniform results obtained by the use of.these three. sources show that 

the purchasing power of the Moroccan worker has effect:i:vely doubled since 

before the war. 

1. Global estimates· ., 

This method has, among other defects, that of grouping all sections of the 
. ;, . : .. 

population tqgether in order to obtain an average3 The figures given below 
' • • · ~. I '• 

·have ~therefore been selected because they re~a.te _to products 't-lhich are of . 
. . . ' 

particular importance for the standard of 1i ving of the bulk of the Moroccan 

population. 

The annual Rer ca.pit~ consumption of sugar rose from 9.091 }~ in 1946 to 

31.6 kg in 1953. 
The annual ~~~ca~ita consumption of tea rose from 800 grammes in 1926 

to 1.750 kg in 1953, 



A/2654/Adti.3 
English 
Page 3 

In the case of cereals, the corresponding· figures are 378 kg ~er capit~ 

in 1953 as against 294 kg in 1936. It she'\uld also be noted that deliveries of 

wheat flours (which are, with advantage, t_ending to repla~e barley) to 

bakeries in Moroccan towns have tl'ipled. since before the war, rising f:t'om 

443,000 quintals to 1 1 355,000 quintals in 1953, w.nereas deliveries to European 
. . 

bakeries increased by only 50 11er cent dux·ing the same period. 

In regru."d to meat, pre-\mr oonstmiption ,.ras estimated ,at 10.75 kg :p~r capit~; 

in 1950 it was 16.50 l~g. The latter figtu~e does not take into account the 

consl.miption of poultry 1 which is l:>articuiar:iy high in the '~ase of the rural 

population, being estimated a.t 10 1~ l2_er c-ajti ta iri 1950. Further evidence of 

the increased consumption of xneat by tl!e rw.'a~ population is f(\und in the fact 

that Morocco, which before the war was a large-scale e;x:rorter of sheep 1 now· 
. . 

ex:ports very fevr and is d.n fact beginning to import beef. 

. .Annual ;eer caJ?i:t~ consumption of fresh fish rose from 1. ;2 kg befol .. e the 

war to 3 ltg in 1952. 
There has been a definite improvement in regard to clothing. A study of 

textile statistics reveals a substantial increase in consumption, particularly 

of cotton fabrics, which are tr~ditionally and exclusively used by the Moro~can 

, section 0f the popule:tiiono 

Im;ports of pharmaceuticaJ. products rose from 984 tons in 1950 to 1,152 tons 

in 1953, despite the development o:t" a. domestic :pharmaceutical industry. 

The number of bicycles imported from 7, Coo in 1950 to 14,676 in 1953. 

The number of radi(' receiving sets bwned by Moroccans rose from 7,000 in 

19}8 to 131,195 in January 1954. 

2. D~rect i~ve~tigatio~ 

In 1949, an investigation was carried out gmohg a purely working-class 

section of the population of Casablanca. The results obtained accordingly provide 

a go~d example of the standard )f living of the Moroccan population at its 

lowest. 
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According to this investigationi changes in the distribution of 

expenditure· and the ntunber of' calories consumed were as follows: 

ITEMS • &l 

1927 1949 • • .... 
(distributinn of' e~enditure) • . . 

• • • • 
• 73·0 • 58.5 • • Food ••••••••••o•••••••••••••••• 
• • • 7·0 • 17.1 • • Clothing ••••••••••••••••••••••• . . • • 
• 9.1 • 10.5 • • Miscellaneous expenditure ···~o· 
• • 10.9 13.9 • • Housing •••••••••••••••••••••··~ 
• • 
• • 100 100 • Total ••••••• 
• Calories • . . • 
• 2,210 • 2,560 • • Adult consumption ••••••~••••••• 
• 0 

• --------------------------------------------------------------------·---
The faJ.l in the average proportion of ex,pendi ture on food .is an indication 

of the rise in the· standard of living; there has also been a ·striking 

improvement in the quaJ.i tati ve com:posi tion of the energizing food consumed by 

comparison with that before the war. 
In a~di tion, a monograph was produced in 1952 by the Soci~te ~Etudes 

~sonomj.~e~,- Sociales et de Statistiques with the assistance of members of 

. the t~a~hing profession. in daily contact vdth the Moroccan population, Two 
1 hundred family qu,estipnnaires. were ~sed covering eJ.1 parts of Morocco and 

dealing with over forty occupations. 

The average .annual income of the small landowner was found to have risen 

from 2,250 francs in 1935 to ;oo,ooo francs in ·1952 and that of the rural 

worker or khammes, from 1,500 francs in 1935 to 105,000 francs in. 1952. In 

the case of tradesmen and craftsmen, the corresponding figures are approximately 

7 to 10,000 francs in 1935 as against 200 - 5001 000 francs in 1952. 

The purchasing power of. these incomes, as represented by the above 

figures, is sho~m·in the following tab~e, in terms of three basic foodstuffs: 
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Small l3ndowners -··- .... ,-· .... "'"":··--.... 134' ...... : . 195"2 ..,2 • I d _,:2 
J3~e~ ••••• · •• ·~ •.•••.•••• , •••••••••• 
Oil e 5 G ~ e - t Q t e I • t I I W t t ~ t t t t t ' t I 

Sugar •••••••••••··~~····~··~···· 

Rura..l workers 

Bread 
Oil 
Sugar 

I I t I I I • D e I I e I I I • I I I & • • I • & t 

I e I e • I I • • I e e I I t I • • I e • t • e • a 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • t • • ' • • - • • • • • 

Urban worker~ 

Bread 
Oil 
Sugar 

• • • • • • & • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • t • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • e • 

• • • • • • • • • • & • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

I I 

• • 
• I 

• f/1 

• . 

• • 
• • 
• • 

2,142 Kg 
548 l 
930 Kg 

1,428 I~ 
365 1. 
625 Kg 

1)428 Kg 
365 l. 
625 Kg 

~ 

• 
• • 
• • 

• • 
I • 
' • 

• • 
• • 
• 
'· 

6,250 Kg 
1,694 l. 
2)500 f.g 

1.666 Kg 
441 1. 
666 Kg 

The figures relating to rural workers, the majority of whcm Qre in the 

service of Moroccan landowners, reqture Adjust~nt in view of the f~ct that 

such W!lrkers always receive some remunerc.ltit":Jn in kind. 

;. pos ... t-of-~i. vipg and ~urchasin~ ~ower 

............ 

The retail price index e.t Casablanca stood. a.t 21 792 in January 19541 

taking 1939 a.s lOOo At the aame date, the wage index for· an unskilled worker 

at Casablanca we.s 61 0821 again taking 1939 as 100. 

The purchasing power of the Morocc&"l worker, as indicated by the ratio 

between these two figures, has therefore doubled since before the war. It 

should also be borne in mind that the socie.l benefits available to workers 

are considerably more extensive than before the war, thus increasing their 
purchasing power still further. 

The following table sho'-rs the compa.n.ti ve changes in the minimum gua.rant~ed 

wage at Casa.bla.nce. and in the retail price index there : 

·"--

Janue.:ry 1951 •••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
January 1952 •• I ••••••••••••••• • • • • • 

Mey 1952 •••••• I ••• ' •••••••••••• 

November 195 3 ••••••••••••••••• • • • • • 
Increase between January.l95l and 
J' a.nu.ru: 19 54 ·, 0 I I I I t I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

• Q 

• t 

• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 

Minimum guaranteed wage 
e.t C~lanca. (daily 
wage) 

277 
342 
376 
414 

~ 49$4 ~ 

• Retaii price' • 
• index at • 
• Casablanca. • 
• 19.39 = 100 • 

• • 2,225 • • 2,7~ • • 2,725 • • 2,792 • • 
• 2s.1L • ~ 




