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of a uniform system of subsistence allowences and, secondly, the related matters
to vwhich the attention of the General Assembly had been called, namely the
relmbursement of travel expenses to representatives to the General Assembly,'ﬁhe
fixing of a reasonable time-limit for the presentation of claims, the rate of
subsistence allowances paid to members of subsidiary orgens who were located at
the place of meeblng, the rate of the sllowences to be paid during perilods ofi
‘actual travel end the desirsbility of consolidating in a single resolution the
decisions and directives previcusly taken by the Generel Assenmbly on the ques%ion
of the payment of travel and subsistence allowences.

Application of uniform rates of subsistence allowances

3. The report of the Secretary-Gemeral (A/3130, paregrsphs 5 to 10) traced ?he
' history of the guestion which had resulted in General Assembly resclution 875ﬂA (X
Under the terms of this resolution the Assembly consildered that in principle a
uniform rate of subsistence allowances should be paid to members of all Kzghtr
eligible bodies, subject only to a distinction being mede in respect of the place
of meeting. It further decided, pending consideration at its eleventh ﬁesaio@
of the applicetlion of a uniform system to all eligible bodies, to conbinue un%il
31 December 1956 the special allowsnce of $35 per diem paid to members of thel
Interpational Law Commission, which hed been authorized by resolution 485 (V)ﬂ
of 12 December 1950,
L. The Advisory Committee, in its report (a/3161, paragrephs 4 end 5)
recommended thet, as from 1 January 1957, rates of allowances, to be determinéd by
the General Assembly, should be applied uniformly to all eligible bodiee, “
including the International Law Commission. It was recognized that the systeq of
subsistence allowances currently in force had uniform applica&ion, with the
exception of the special allowances pald to members of the Internationszl Law
Commission. In comsequence, it was to this particular question that the
Committee directed its attention. .
5. Some representatives considered thet the reasons which had led the Generél
Asgembly at its ninth session to conmtinue the speclal allowance of $35 per diqm
in respect of members of the Internationsl Lew Commission still remained valid
Theylbelieved that there were pertinent consideraxlons,whlch, in the casge of ﬁhe

Internationel Law Commission, clearly justified an exception to the general ryle
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the application of such a system, and that in consequence the special allowance
fixed by resolution 485 (V), should be discontinued and the recormendation of ‘the
Advisory Committee supported.

8. The Fifth Committee by 56 votes to nohe, with 12 abstentions, approved %he
recomendation of the Advisory Committee as set out in paragraph 4 above.

Reimbursement of travel expenses for representatives to the General Assembly

9. The principle aim of the Pifth Committee's discussion of this aspect of the
system of travel was tQ provide the Secretary-General with a clear'directiveifor
his future guidance on the question of reimbursement of travel expenses of a; 3
permanént representative or & member of e permenent mission, who hed been
designated as a representative or alternate representative to the General Assembly.
The Secretary-General had called the attention of the General Assembly to this
question in paragraphs 24 to 27 of his report. L

10, Throgghout‘the discussion there was & full endorsement by members of thé
Committee of the provisions of Genersl Assembly resolution 14 D (I) adopted &n

13 February 1946, that the number of persons whose travel expenses to the |
General Assembly would be paid should not exceed flve for each Member; that such
persons would be either aceredited representatives or alternate representatives %0
the Assembly; and that the liability of the United Netlons for reimbursement‘of
travel expenses in respect of any of the five Jjourneys would be limited to tﬁe cost
of a round trip between the capitél city of a Member State and the place of ﬁeeting
(or to the actual cost of the ‘travel, if that should be e lesser amount). It was
further generally understood that a journey, for which the United Nations would

pey under these provisions, should be made within a reasonable pericd of time,for
the best accomplishment of the work éonnectedrwith an Assembly session.

1l. It was recognized that the decision of the Assembly in resclution 14 D CE),

was motivated by the desire to equalize as far as possible the bpportunitieéibf
Members to partlcipete in the activities of thé United Hations. The general?

. interpretation of the resolution by the Secretary-General had been that no triavel
expenses chargeable fo the Organization should arise in respect of the atteniﬁnée

%
4
'
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they believed that it would be reasonable and equitaele to pay the full cest of
a round-trip for & member of a permanent mission when he went home to report td
his Goverament after the close of an Apsembly session and subsequently reﬁurne&
to resume his functions at. Headquarters, since they were of the opinion that tbe
prov1sions for reimbursement should cover the travel expenses up to five ” ‘
persane irrespective of whether they came specifically for the General Assembly
or were mewbers of permanent missions. It was in any event assumed that
Govermments would be guided by strict necessity In exercising this faciliﬁy.
15. ‘Since it was conceivable that, during the course of an Assembly session, an
aceredited representative might te summoned by his Government for urgent
consultation, it was also the view of several delegations that the practice
which had been adopted should be extended to cover this possibility.
16. At the 525th meeting of the Conmittee, the representative of India mede
oral proposals to modify persgraph 3 (a) of the statement of principles which
followed the draft resolution set out in amnex I to the SecretaryeGeneralfs
report. These proposals would provide that: ”
(a) The actual travel expenses, but not subsistence expenses, of
representatives or alternate repreeentativee of MEmher States to reglilar
sessions of the General Aeeenbly should be paid, provided that the ngmheri
of persons whose expenses would be so paid should be limited to five for
each Member Stetej ' '
(b) In respect of any session’ of the General Assembly other than & regular
aeeeion travel expenses to be paid should be limited to one representative
or alternate represenitative for each Member State;
(c) If a permanent representative or member of a permanent. mission were !
designated as a representative or alternate representative by a Member Stete,
his travel expenses should be paid if a journey to his capital city and b%hk
to the Headquarters of the Unlted Nations was undertaken before or after ﬂhe
sessicn of the General Assembly, prov1ded that such travel was within thaﬁ

allowed for five representatives for each Member State.

Joee
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It wes alsc understood that, except for the number of journeys authorized, .8 E
uniform practice would apply to both regular and special sessions of the Generai

Assembly.

Time-limit for the présentation of claims

2%, The Commlttee considered a suggestion of thé Advisory Committee, note@ in | .
paragraphs 13 end 1k of its report (4/5161) that, from the point of view of good

|
Tinencial management, a time-limit might be fixed within which all claims in I

i

respéct of reimbursement should be submitted. The Committee agreed, withowt |
dissent that the Unlted Nations should not be liable for any claim for ; ﬂ
reimbursenent. of travel ‘expenses which was submitied later than 31 December of the
year following that of the close of the relevant session. ‘

K
1 It

- Rate of subsistence allowance to members located at the place of maeting

24, At its 5§hth meeting, the Fifth Commititee agreed without objeetion that as
suggested by the Secretary-General in paragraphs 16 to 18 of his report, the ﬂ
present practice of reducing to $10 the rate of daily subsistence allowance payable
4o ™local' members of en ‘eligible body should be continued, and that the . N
‘criterion for this purpese would be the duty statlon of the member and not 88 at
present, a choice between duty station and place of residence. The Committee ﬁ'
‘also agreed without objeéction that the allowance should be paid only for the daﬁs

on which a "local" member actually attended a meeting.

~Rate of subsistencs allowance applicable during period of actual Travel r ﬁ

25, At its 53kth meeting, the Fifth Committee endorsed a continustion of the _;
present practice, and agree& without objection that during periods of travel h
aboard vessels, trains and airplenes the daily rate of subsistence allowance Q
should be 8. )

Consolidation of existing regulations | H

. : . !
26, The existing decisions and directives of the General Assembly with regard ﬁo
the payment of travel and subsistence expenses to members of organs and subsidi%ry

3
| LT
L)

- il

I

|
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organs of the United Ne#lops are epqead overlseverel reeolutions, namely,

A D (I) of 13 Februery, 9&6 70 (I) of 19 Ny ember 19h6 251 1 (III)of :

'8 October 1948, 459 (v)' of'l December 1956, has Qv) ©f 12 December 1950 and

8W5 A.(IX) of L December|l95h- The Seoretarydﬁaneral had felt that 1t would be )
extremely useful, both fpom a legislative and frmm an admlnietrative point of ‘view,
to have incorporated in, one compreheneive resolntion all the exlisting decisions on
the eubject together wlth‘euch decisions as”the Assembly night take on the
queetions to be deelt waph‘at ite eleventh eeseion.' To that end he had included
in amnex I to his, reporm the dreft of euch e compreheneive reeolutiOn, together
with o statement of prihoiplee Whiéh ehould goveﬁn the particular payments to be

* made, The Advisory Comm&pbee sew considerableimerit in the Secretery-Generalis

suggestion. : ‘,‘“M[ .v, W ;b'

.

27. In the light of thélFifth Committee's decieions in principle on the

particular questions detailed in the present‘rePOrt and the clarification which
had emerged. in the disoueqion of %he issueswmnv01Ved the Committee believed that
the draft resolution whmoh hed'been presented shoula be recast to indlcate
glearly both the prinoiples whicn ehould govern the peyment of travel and
‘subsistence allowances emﬂ the baeie of themr applicetlon. It was also the view
of a number of mEMbere‘ﬂﬁat the Secretary-Generel should be prOV1ded with s clear
direotlve Tor the purpoeewof estebliehing euch aamlnietrative rules and procedures
a8 may be neceeeery for'the implementation of the agreeﬂ provisione. At the
537th meeting, the COmmieﬁee considbred a revisee draft resolutlon presented
by its Bepporteur eftem;cdnsultetion with a numher of delegetions (4/C.5/1..396) .
28, For the reesons gi?en at the ninth seeelon of the General Assembly, the
representatlve of the Unién of Sovzet Soeialiet Bepublice did not belleve that,
as provided in peregreph i 4 (i)wof ‘the drsft reeolution it Wes appropriate for .

~the United Netions to pay travel‘and subsieteﬁoe'expensee in respeot of 'a rapporteur

"or chalrmen of a subeidiexy orgep who was oelled*upon to preeent in an expert
capecity the report ofleueh subsmdiery orgen to e perent‘body. His delegation
was further of the opipibm thet ﬁhe existing arrengements for payment of
expenses incurred by the Boerd oﬂ Auditore ﬂepe Buch +that the provision in

foon
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peragraph 1 d (iv) of the draft resclution was not required. Following an
explenation that the relevent provision in paragraph 1 d (i) was in accordance ;
with the past practice, the Committee approved this provision by 48 votes to 8,
with 5 ebstentions. With respect to paragraph 14 (iv), the repreSentaxive of the
Secretary-General explained that, should this provision be adoptedy the _
Secretary-General, in respect of members of the Board of Anditors, would reimburse
travel and aubsistence expenses only and, in additlon, would pay for the exyensas
of any sudit staff required as sybmitted by the Govermment concerned. The
Committee epproved parsgraph 1 d (iv) by 48 votes to 8, with U-abstentions.

29." The Committee approved the draft resolution (A/C.5/L.396) as a whole by

61 votes to none, with 1 abstention.

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee

'30. Accordingly, the Fifth Committee recommends to the General Assembly the
adoption of the following draft resolution:

‘BYSTEM OF TRAVEL AND SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCES TO
MEMBERS OF ORGANS OF THE UNITED NATIONS

The General Assembly, _

Believing that the peyment out of Uniﬁed Wations funds of travel snd
subslstence expenses to members of organs and subsidiary orgens of the United
Nations should continue to be besed on the pattern set out in Generael Assembly
resolution 231 I (ITI) of 8 October 1948,

Believiﬁg further that previcus decisions and directives regarding the

payment of such travel and subsistence expenses should be consolidated,

1. Decides that from 1 January 1957 the following principles shall govern
the peyment out of United Nations funds of travei end subslstence expenses to
members of all organs and subsidiery orgens of the United Nations;

(a)} Travel and subsistence expenses shall be paid out of United Nations
funde in respect of members of orgéns or Bubsidiary'organs'who serve in their
individual personal cgpacity and not as representétives of Governments; | ‘

(b) Except as provided in sdbaparagraphs (c) and (&) below, neither travel
nor subsistence expenses- shall be pald out of United Nations funds in respect oﬁ
members of orgens or subsidiary orgens who serve as representetives of Goverﬁmeﬁﬁa;

feess
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(¢) With & view to g unlizin aﬁ far as, nOSsible the opportunities of Member
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. 2. Decides that the principles set forth in paragreph 1 above shall aﬂso
apply to any aubsidiary organ that may be established in the future, unless %he
resolution establishing such subsidlery organ provides otherwise;
| 3, Decides that the application of these principles shall be in accordance
with the provisions conteained in the amnex to the present resolution.

L, Authorizea the Secretary—General $0 establish such administrative rules‘
and procedures as are necessary for the implementation of the provisiona of ﬁhe
present resolution.
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CamexJ
L . -“{"-i .
APPLICATION qm gﬂﬁgCIPLES GOVERNING THE PAYMENT OUT OF
UNITED NATIONS| FUNDS O TRAVEL AND'SUBSISTENCE EXPENSES
TO MEMBERS GF eesams AND SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE

N UNITED NATIONS; Lo

Travel expenses

e . N 5
1. Provided that in all; easee peyment of treVel expenees to +he General Assembly
shall bhe limited 4o fivewmereone fmr each Memher'Stete for reguler eeeeions and
to one person for epeciel eessione of “the Generel Asseﬁbly, ﬁravel expenses may
be paid in respect of & permanent representetmve‘er a membef ef & permanent
mission who is designated by 8 MembEr Btate. eene representative or alternate
representative to the General Aeeembly Such travel expeneee ehell be peid
provided the journey is undertaken in connexien Mith 8 session of the General
Assembly, either before, during, of after such eeeeion.

2. In the case of repreaentetives, 'payment of travel expensee shall be limited
to the cost of round-trip trevel between the dapital city of  a Mewber Stete end
the place of meetlng, or to the actuel cost. of travel underteken 1f that should
be & 1esser amount. In eil other. cases, payment of travel expéenses shall be
limited to the ectuel cost of round-trlp trevel ‘between the plece of reeidenee or
duty station and the plaee of meeting. “ '

5% Payment of trevel ex@emses ehell be limited to the coet of first-class
accomodation or ite equivelent by reeognizea public trensport vie a direct route.
4, The United Netions sheil not be Liable Phr the payment of. any clalm for
reimburssment of travel expeneee whieh is submitted later than 31 December of the
year which followe the eleeing date of the eeeeion of. the organ or suheidiary
orgen to which ‘the claim reletee. o ! :

Subsistence allowances TJI' o j w
N P i el I

5. The eubsietenee ellewence ehell Provide: fer the extre expenees which an
individuel normelly incurs in etteﬁding an ofﬁiciel meeting or session and shall

not include any element of fee ot remuneramion for Bervicee rendered.
' i ! ‘ !

e
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6. - The subsistence allowance shall be paid. uniformly t0 members of all aligi‘bjl
bodies, and ghall be at the.rate of $25 per dlem in ‘respect of meetings at i
‘Headquarters {New York) and the equivalent in local currency of $20 per diem irﬁ
rea;pect of meetings away from Headquarters, provided, however, that the allowan}pe
shall be reduced to $10 per diem, or 1is equivalen’c :Ln local currency, ‘respact
‘of a member. whose du‘ty station is also the place of meeting. Subsistence ||
allowances at these rates shall be limi'bed to the period during which a meinberi ‘B
Jpresence is required at the place of meeting, except that z member receiving t}#
$10 allmance -shall receive the allowence only for the days during which he {
_actually attends a meeting. : ;“;
T. 'The subslstence allowance will be $8 per_diem during periods of travél H
aboard vessels, trains and airplanes. ?' |






