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QUNSTION OF ASSISTANCE TO LIBYA

Report of the Secrqlary-Gelgraf

l. 0eneral Assenbly resoluLion lrol (XIII) of fO Decenber J)JB on the question
of assistance to libya contains the following operative paragraphs:

'The General Assembly,

ttl. Invl-tes anew all GoverDments willing and in a position to do so
to provide-?IGidial assistance to the United Kingrlon of Llbya through
the appropriate rcechanisms available vithin the United Nations for
receivlng voluntary contributions, in order to assist Libya in the
financing of its fundamental and urgent pxograumes of reconstruction
and of economic and social develounent:

"2. Recorfiends ttrat, if and vhen further neans become avail-able
for assistii!-TiT66 financing of bhe develcpnent of under-developed
areas and for expanding technical assistance to them, the United Nations
and Lhe specialized agencjes should give ciue consideraLion Lo Lhe cpecj lic
cievel opnent r,eeds oe Lifya;

''t. Reouesls Lhe Secretary-Ccneral, r,hc Technical Assistance Bcard,
and the spEiffiiiea agencies concerned to continue to vaive locaL costs
and to give a1l possible favourable consideration to the requesLs of
Libya lor technical assistance, tairing into account the special needs
of Libya and the princi?les of the technical assistance prograrores of the
United Nations and of the specialized agencies rlnr-merated in Econonic
and Social Councll resofution 222 (fX) of l! August I!l+!;

'l+. Reguests the Secretary-General
I4anaging nfrEEToi-of the Speciai }i'und to
Minisler of Libya daLect l? Sepbember )!JB
contained in paragraph 2 above;
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"r. FequestE the Sec retary- General to brlng the present resolution to
the attention of the Governments of Member States and to take the necessarv
measures to facllitate the inplementation of paragraph I abovej

"6. Fequests the lec -etary- Ccneral to [ake a special report on the
question of Unitecl Nations assistance Lo Tibya jn time for the report to
be placed on Lne provisjonal agenda of the fifteenth session of t,he
General Assemblv. "

2. A memorandul on technical assistance to Llbya, together with a fetter fron
l-he Prime Minist,er ancl l4inister of Foreign At-Tairs of Lihya to bhe lec-retary-
General, dated lJ October Lg5O, is nov before Lhe Ge'rer'al Assemb.ly urder rhis
rrem \A/ 4) ro ./ .

J. It r'rj-Il be recalJ-ed that f ollor'dng the adoption of Genera.I Assernbly

resol-ution 289 (IV) of 2.1- Novenber Lq+9, the Unlted Nations assumed an active
role jn tlre events feading Lo the decl1 rabion oI libyr's inoependence in
Decemter I9;l-. Moreover, boi,h before and since ir,dependence, the furtnerance of
Libyats econcmi.c rno social develoLmenL hc.s been a nttter oJ- special concern bo

the United ilations, a- the successive resol-utions alorted byrthe Generat ..ssenblV 
tlat its eighth, tenth anal thlrteenth sessions have evidenced.-'l The countryrs

nee'i.: :rnd F,cnonitl lv Lha lerrelnhmFhic ih +h^.a haada .ih^6 'hic ^,ia.+i^_.--- 1--- _'_n vas

lasb considered ty the Ceneral- . -ssembly, together vith Lhe vay in vhich they
have been met from international sou:rces, are described in some detail in the
above-nentioned mEmorandum. The most notable cnange in bhe Libyan scene since
thic ouesticn i"ras -Last considercd by Lhe Gene el ssembJy has been brought about
l'rr j-]ro dic-n.'6F1' ^r ^ir The Prime Mlnisterts letter warns, however. that
"T i l,\.. ' c h' f,,I. l _-.--!-es, vith the single except:on of -ecenbly discovered
petro.Leura Feserves, a-e extremely ljnited, and the shcrtages of cultivable land,
I'/at er supDlies and skilled personnel are acutely felt". i{hile it speaks of the
ecorrrnic prospects for- Libya ar being "bright and hopeful", it uakec lt clear
that "the revenues from the conrnerclal exploitation of ... oil resources wilJ
h^+ la^.^h6 .1roil rlld -'^ inpol"tant voLtlTre Ior al Leasr Lwo or three years'' and,
ft:rther thAi, "in i-iel'lr srroh.q aol.i.r'1 tir.a ri,c .a,.ainf ^r'iha narr^lalr - -' --' Llla

r/ Resolutions I?,5 (vrrr), 924 (X) and tjo, (xrrr).
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revenues wifl do little to sofve the fundarnentaf problems posed by clinate, soi.l,
lack of water and deficient faming techniques".
)+. The amount of assis'cance provided under the Expanded progranme of
Technical Assistance covering the pe"iod lgjo-f96A is slmmarized in the table
ahhava,.l Ia 1_ha nnaco.? '6n^,+ -Fihdl^d!trpur L, L lrrr6rrd, up -r..' uaLe the jnformation subnitted by
the S ecretary- General- to tbe General Assernbly at its thirteenth session.E/ ft
vlll be seen that the ancurt of sueh assistance over the ten-year pericd totals
^Ln'.+ SIA tr hilli.h +Ld ci-,,-^^ +^v rnE.l ^^) 1.t.'- -

"... figures r'or: Ig>9 and L96o being gJlJ,6CO and. 9640,CC0
respectivery. The Prime Minister writes of the Governrnent's disappointment that
further red.uctions are to be made in the feve.l- of assistance to Libya und.er the
Expanded Progranroe in the next two years. Such reductions are, however, in no

way a reflecti.on of any dimj-nishing concern for.Libyars econcmic needs. Sinilar
reductions have been made in othel country prograrnes, particularly those rr.hlch

have been long established, in order to acconmodate vithin the funds expected to
be available in the next two years the requests for technlcar assistance from a

rapidfy growing nruber of countries, especially newly independent cor.mtries.
The Secretary- Genera] is confident that the ?echnlcal, .!ssistance Board vi]l
continue to do its utnost to meet the special needs of Libya. The Technical
.rissistance Board took note of paragraph , of General- Asserably resol-ution 1lO1
(XIII) and througLrout 1959 and 1!60 has continued to "va.ive local- costs,', It is
noted that the GoveffBent belleves the time is nct far distant when Libya r,rill
be in a position to re.Iinquish the waiver on local costs. The Xxecutlve
chai rnan of the Technical Assistance Bcard has indlcated his intention to renew
the vaiver for 1951., after consultation $ith the Jlcard, on the und.elstanding
that consulta.tions vill be opened with the Governnent for the progresslve
appl-ication to Ijbya, in future years, ol bhe arrangements regarding local costs
applicable to other countries.

5. The United Nations and speciclized agencies t]ave also provided significant
arounts of technical assistsnce under their regular prograrines. During f959,
for examnle J-hc a\in ilnl_r1e drFr in.li.rl-p _ --- _--!_nofruTe of Ql_Lo,yro, l]ne

QiIfS:gL lgglg!_of r.rre Gene ral ;rssemtrlt, ThirteenLh Session,
agcnda j tein 1O ,, d oautnent , /1960.

lnnexes,
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provlsion of fifteen experts and thlrty-nine fellowsbips under tbese progra.unes.

Over a pericd of nine years, LI\ICEI has allocated t'55 J,|OO for cbild care
projects, nutritj-on, health services and tuberculosis control in Libya. The

Government of Libya was among the first to request the services of experts rmder

the Operational- and Fxecutlve Personnel Prograrr:ne (OPEX). Follolring the
conclusion of an agreement between the United Nations and the Goverrment in L959,

officers vere supplied. to nan three high-leve1 posts, havj.ng an inxpoTtant bearing
on the adrinistration and economy of the country. .-1I apFointnents were made for
one year i-n the first instance, T\ro of tben vil]- be extended. for another year,
whil-e the thlrd officeT, vho has retired. after conc.Iuding his asslgnment, is
belng replaced by another to nan a sonewbat dlfferent post in the same field".
The Secretary- General was regretfully unable to meet more requests for OPEX

assistance at the time, since the lrogranme had been sanctioned only on an

experinental basis and. vitb linited resources. The possibilities have, however,

inqproved in recent months and recruitoent has conmenced for the provision of two
nore OPEX officers for the Goverrurent of Libya.
5. With reference to operative paragraph l+ of General Assembly resofution llOJ
/\'r-T \(xr-11/, the Special lund has affocated in December 1959 the sum of approxiuately
dr '--'rri^-.fr rut rrrL,-u L\J ?rssrsu rrr the establishnent ol- an fnstibute of Higher Tecturology.
In additlon, the Ivlanaging Director is reconmending to the fod;hconing session of
the Governi.ng Couleil that it approve an aflocation of alproxinatel_y $525,000 to
asslst the Libyan Government in the establislment of a Radio a,11d- Telecomunications
Schoof,

7. It wifl be seen frcm Lhe above that, afthough there has been a sljgbb
reduction 'in actual and pfanned expenditures tnder tbe Expanded Programe in tbe
past fev years, the provision of assistance to Libya under other progrannes r and.

more parbjeulariy by the Special Fund, viIl more than offset, in financ-ial- terus,
the reductions referred to above,

B. fn accordance with operative paragrapb 5 of resolutian IJA1 (Xfff), tne
Secretary- General again addressed the Goverriments of a.Il Member States, indicating
that he was prepared to "take the necessary measures to facil-itate the
impfenentation of paragraph I' of that resolution. Of the nlneteen Goverrrments



nhich repl-led. to tbis coumr.lnicat ion, a nuuber referred" to tbeir support of

asslstance to Libya through their regular contributlons to the Expand.ecl

Prograrnne and other prograr'nnes of technical assistance of tbe United Nations

and- the specla.Iized agencies, but none indicated a d.eEire to furnish additlonal
finaneial assistance to Libya "through the appropriate mecbanisns avallable
wlthin the United. Natlons". r,t the saue time, th€ Governments of France, Italy,
the Unlted Kingdora of Great Brltain and. Northern Ireland and the llnited States

of iimerica also drew attention in their replies to their continued ilirect
fi.nanclal- and tecbnl"cal assistance to the Goverrment of Libya under bilateral-
arrangements.
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g/ Source: Reports of the Technical- Assistance Board.
b/ Estinated exrendlture.
c/ ipproved. progranme, category I.
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