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The States that set up the United Natlons founded its Cherter upen the
lofty and humane ideals of equallty of rights and the self-determination of
nations and peoples.

Bbrn in the period of vietorious conclusion of the Second World War, the
United Wetions embodied hopes thet the inequality and enslavement of some na%iona
and peoplesrby others would disappear along with the barbarity and cfiminalli
acte of fascism end militarism. But not.all the hopes of the pecples came t?uen
55111 unsclved is & vitel problem of our time: ‘the complete Ilberation of '
mankind from the shameful coloniel regimea inherited from the past.

Qurs is an eras of swift renewnl of soclety; an era in which more progre?sive
and equitable'ways of life are being affirmed; an era in which man is soaring
upwards to unprecedented mastery over forces of rature. The time has cowe f@r
the complete and final liberation of peoples lamguishing in colonial bond&gei
Therefore the States Members of the United Nations solemnly declare their
convictions, intentions and demands for the graﬁt of independence to colonia@
countries and peoples. ?

Peoples that oppress other peoples camnot be free. Every free people should
help to win freedcm and independeﬁce for the peoples thet are still oppressed.
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The great rebirth of the enslaved peoples

The swift liveration and emancipation of countries and reoples is a
significant feature of our time. Even in the lifetime of the present generation,
two thirds of the world's population were living under colonisl cornditions.

At the end of the First World War the chains of the colonial oppression of pations
fell away in & number of countries. The banner of national independence,

raised high over the world, has become now the banner of hundreds and hundreds of
millions of people on all continents of the glabe. The time has come for the
liberation and rebirth of nations, peoples and tribes which were but recently
oppressed and downtrodden. Tens of new States have Joined the family of
independent countries. The democratic ideas of equality of rights and self-
determination of mations are being translated into reality.

The myth of the inability of colomial peoples to govern, to create and to
build hes crumbled to dust.

Today no one can say that the peoples of Asia, Africa or Iatin American
cannot govern themselves. Gigantic forces have awakened, exultlng, to build &
nevw independent 1life. Indeed, the settlement of intermstional affairs is now
inconceiveble without the perticipation of the People’s Republic of China, without
the participation of the liberated pecples of India, Indonesia, Burme, Ceylon,
the United Arab Republic, Iraq, Ghana, Guinea and other States, large and small.

Today no one can say that the liberation of nations and reoples Formerly
under the yoke of colonialism will bring in its trainan expension of the zone
of conflicts and clashes between countries. On the contrary, pational liberation
bas breadened the zone of Ppeace, while colcnial oppression and colonial
policy have led, ernd still lead, to wars.

Today no oné can assert thet the liberatiorn of nations will lead to
depression of the econcmy, trade, crafts or agriculture. On the contrary,
experience shows that it is the political liberstion of colonial peoples and the
establishment of.new independent States thet open the way for a genuine rise
in the pational economy. )

Today no one will dare to assert that the liberation of peoples from the
colonial yoke will lead to the decline of culture. Life shows that on the heels

of liberation come the rebirth, upsurgé and flowering of distinctive national
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cultures, the spread of public educetion, the improvement of health care, ﬁhe
treining of skilled naticpal personnel, and increased potentialities for eﬁriching
world culture.

It 1s not only the peoples of the Fast who gain from the liberation of
previously oppressed natlons, but the peoples of the West as well. The cause of
the freedcem of peoples, of relations among them on a footing of equality, énd the
preservation of peace in the world are placed on & firmer foundation.

But the liquidetion of the colonial regime is yet to be completed.

The States Members of the United Nations cannot remsin indifferent to fhe
fact that, in the ancient lands of Africa‘and Aslme, cn the islands of Oceania,
on the lslands of the Caribbean and in other pleces, over oume hundred million
people still languish in colonial sﬁbjug&tion. The'peoples of these countries
heve the right to national independence; nevertheiess they are still without
rights, they are still kept iu the stocks. In these countries, viclence and
lavlessness relgn as before; in these countries the highest law is profit for
forelgners. Their interest is all, and the inelienable rigbts‘of man and
people are nothing. The sway of foreign administrators who despise and loot the
local population; the persecution of tribes; the derision of natiomal customs;
inequality of status and rights for the indigenous inbabitants; shameful
disregard for their vitel interests; and the humiliation of netional and humsn
dignity; all these arouse profound indigration in every man of honour.

There the swish of the overseer's lash i1s heard; there heads fall under the
executioner's axe.

The peoples of the colenies do not want to live in slavery or in conditions
of servltude; they are fighting for their rights and independence, for everything
that other peoples enjoy. In their path, however, stand the selfish interests of
imperialist circles in the West, hindering the fulfilment of the pecples’

Just aspirations. Colonial wars, punitive expeditions, the open looting of
peoples by the monopolies, military tribumals and secret tfials, reservations,
colour bars, prisons and concentration canps - these are some of the methods by
which overt and covert colonialists try to strangle everything alive, independent
and natiomal in colonial countries.

The Conference of African metions in Accra justly set fhe braand of colcnial

fascism on all this.
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Those who stand for the preservation of the old systems of colenial rule
8till yearn for savage measures of retributlon in the colonies. Of course,
such measures are hampering liberation. But dces not life take ite course? Did
cruel reprisels, carried out over a period of decades, stop the liberation
of Indonesia? Did the massacre of tens and hundreds of thousands of pecple in
Indo-Chinga save colonial dominstion theret Can the crimes now belng committed
against the peoples of Africs stop the irresistible proéess of the liberation
of African nations?

No forces of oppression and despotism wlll save the absolute colonlal order.
And of those killed on the road to freedom it camnot be said that they are
dead; no, they are alive in the memory of the pecples, they will live forever
as heroes of the struggle for natliorel liberation.

Colonialism is in its death-throes. But ig its last hour it can cause much
suffering and take many victims, ruin many more lives in colonies and
metropolitan countries, destroy much of the wealth created by the labour of many
generations.

The United Wetlons appeals to gll peoples on earth and to all Governments
not to stand by as indifferent cbservers of the sﬁfferings of the colonial
peoples. Is it possible to remain deaf to the groans of the people of Kenya,
where for eight years the colonlial authorities have been exterminating the local
population after driving it into reservations, prisons and concentration camps;
to the sufferings of the people of Cman, against whom a war of usurpation 1s
being waged? Who can remain calm in the face of the unending reprisals visited
on the population of Nyasaland, Angola, Mozambique, Rhodesia, Ruanda-Urundi,
South West Africe, Tanganyika, Ugands and West Irian?

It 1s inadmissible in this age of progress, brilliant scientific discoveries
and immeasurably greater humen control over the forces of nature that France
should be waging a colonial war in Algeria with aircraft, artillery, tanks,
napalm bombs and other means of mase destruction ageinst the Algerians who have
fought for nearly six\years with selfless courage for the freedom and independence
of thelr motherland. Hundreds of thousands of Algerians have been killed,
many Algerian tovns and villages burned and destroyed, a fifth of the country's
populetion herded into concentration camps. Many sons of France are dying for this

oen
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Can such a situation continue to be tolerated? No, it cannot, if the
interests of the great cause of peace, the interests of humanity and progresé are
valued. i

For what purpose do those who refuse to renocunce colonidl rule wage
murderous wars against peoples? Why are the freedom-loving aspirations of tﬁe
enslaved peoples suppressed? Sometimes it is said that this is dome in the |
interests of the "ecivilization" of the less developed countries to prepare them
for seli-government. '

But this 1s a2 lie given the guise of truth.

What civilizetion hawve five centuries of colonial tyranny brought to the

African countries of Angola, Mozambilgue and Porituguese CGuinea, with an area .
of more than half that of Westerdn Eurcpe and a population of eleven million?:
They have brought poverty, the loss of all rights, the forcible confiscation;of
land watered with the sweat of many generations and the exgpulsion of farmers.to
barren and drought-ridden regioms. :

There, arbitrary rule, famine, ignorance and disease are rampant and vi#tual
slavery aund forced labour are still practised. There is not & single higher:
educational institution and practically no secondsry educatlon. !

Why is Portugal allcwed to practise such colonial despotiem in this age?

On what grounds?

In half a century of Belgian colomial deminetion the Cengo's population;
declined by more than half through punitive expeditions, starvation and disease.
When the independence of the Republic of the Congo was proclaimed only a few of
its inhabltants could read and write.

The situation in other Africen colonies is mo better.

Of course;, in some parts of the éolonies, roads, ailrfields, ports, mineé anrd
a few schools have been built. But ell this is for the purpose of exploitiné
the indigenous population-and plundering the natural wemlth of those colonies.

The assertion that colonial rule is necessary to prevent strife, fratrididal
wars between tribes and peoples in the colonies is also a .deliberate lie.
Developments in the Congo show that colonialism thrives or discord and
deliberatgly instigated quarrels between tribes and peoples:. It tries %o weqken
their common struggle for liberation. The motto of the colonialists is still
"divide and rulet" ;

! /.
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What is inscribed on the banners of Asian and African peoples fighting for
thelr national freedom and independence? The peace and solidarity slogans
of Bandung and Accra are there inscribed.

Indifferent to the calls of Justice, the colonislists try to preserve
erbitrarily-drawn frontiers dividing peoples and tribes, as well as kindred
econonmic regions of Africa and to disrupt the unity and territorial integrity of

many countries.

The times demsnrd independence for colonial countries and
peaples

The United Nations appeals to pecples and Governments irrespective of where
their countries may be - FEast or West, North or South - to ask the question
posed todey Ly events themselves: does the rotten colonial system match the
ideals of natiocns and the potentialities of the present age?

Coe need cnly compare the development in the past century. of the independent
countries of Burcpe or North America with that of colonial countries in
Africa to realize that the path of colonialism leads to the regression, atrophy,
ruin and degradation of the forcibly enslaved countries.

While in the economically-developed countriea industry, transport,
agriculture, science and culture have reached a high level, vessels propelled by
atomic energy have been built and artificial celestial bodies launched into
space, Africa, a land of fabulous wealth, 1s backward and has become a continent
of famine; its main agricultural implements, just as they were thousands of years
ago, are the mattock, the wocden plough and the sharpened stake; its prlmltlve
system of agriculture is ceusing soil exhaustion and erosion.

There is now a veritable abyss between the highly—industrialized independent
States and the colonial countries, wherems Asia and Africa were once the cradle
of great civilizations which enriched the culture and civilization of other
veoples.

The main object of the colonial regime is in fact t0 secure enormous profits
for bilg foreign monopolies, which have seized the key economic positions in
the colonies and to extort thelr wesalth by every possible means. Therefore, the
entire economy of a colony is one of exploitation. Having first of all been
subordinated to the narrow interests and needs of the markets of the individual

industrial countries, its development is slcow, deformed and one-sided.
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Only after Ghens had been liberated was it recognized that its futurejiies
not in the production of cocoa alone, but in the development of modern indqstries
vith extensive utllization of its large resources of hydroelectric power and
enoxmmus-deposits of bauxite and that this constitutes its grestest value ;n terms
of world economy.

Under the colonial regime the enormous hydro-power rescurces of the Republic
of the Congo also remained untapped, elthough thelr potential capacity is
nearly equal to the present output of electric power in all the countries of
Western Burope put together. The utilization of these resources alone would
not only allow the full exploitation of colossal mineral wealth and raise the
level of agriculture in the Republic of the Congd, but also substantially
trensform the entire economic pattern of the Central African countries and greatly
improve the well-being of their populations.

It bas been scientifically established that a;l the countries of the African
continant, as well as thpse in 5%ﬁ;r continents, pdssess vast, diverse and as
yet largely unexplored natursl resources. They could be made to serve the
peoples of these countries and thereby serve the whole of menkind. But the
colonial system deliberately and artifically perpetuates the economic backwardness
of the colonies, hindering their industriaiization and the rational utilization
of their resources. This is coupled with an unprecedented squandering of
public property, lmmense waste of labour and the predominance of the parasitic
single-crop method of economic administration of the colonial countries adapted
to the selfish interests of the metropolitan countries.

The present level of industrial and technological development and the latest
achievements of science, agrliculture and culture make it possible to place
all this vast wealth in the service of the peoples within a comparatively short
time. In order to use 1t, however, it is first of all necessary to secure
for the peoples the right to an independent existence, to eliminate the colonial
system; and to provide economic assistance in making use of this wealth. This
will meke it possible to improve the well-being of the local population, to
expand the capacity of the intermal mérket, and to do away with existing
illiteracy, with the shortage of natignal cadres, and with the domination’of the
One-crop system in the colonial economy. The coloniel system dces not permit
the solution of problems of this kind or the great technologleal achievements which
are an inseparable part of medern eivilization.

[
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The benefits deriving from the exploitation of colonies do not in any sense
go to the peoples but primarily to the big foreign monopolies - to billionaires.
The peoples of both East and West are compelled to pay & heavy tribute to
colonialism. Oil and coffee, rubber and cotton, copper and bananas, a variety
of raw materials and foodstuffs brought in from the colonies are sold at
pfices many times higher than those for which they are purchased on the spot.

The monopolies rob people twice - in the East when they buy and in the West when
they sell colenial goods and raw materials.

Moreover, they compel the colonial peoples to maintain foreign troops and
a foreign administration in peacetime, i.e. to pay for the chains in which they
are held. At the same time, the monopolies impose higher taxes on taxpayers
in the metropolitan countries for the purpose of inducting punitive expeditions
and coloniel wars, forcing the peoples of the metropolitan countries as well
to paj for the shackles in which the monopolist-colonialists put other pecoples.
In fact, they are burying in fields of devastation the freedom of their own
peoples together with the independence of other nations. This state of affairs
is in itself a seriocus indictwment of the colonial system.

Yet, 1T the States Members of the United Natioms and above all, of course,
those which at one time imppsed,the yoke of colonialism on numercus pecples
shoved even & minimum degree of understanding of the urgent needs of these
peoples, they would find ways of meeting those meeds. Cne of the main methods of
dolng this is to resolve the disermement problem and curtail the military
expenditure of States. \

As is generally known, the States belonging to the military-coloniallst North
Atlantic bloc alone spend $62,000 million anmualiy on the erme race. If even half
of this sum that is spent anmually for unprocductive purposes that are dangerous to
peace were used for the development and advancement of, for example, the African
countries, gigantic engineering projects could be carried out, lncluding the
Ingui, ancure,ig;;;féég end Volta plans - plans for the construction of large
hydroelectric stations, irrigation systems‘and industriel enterprises and for
agricultural development. The 1iberated‘nations of Africa could bulld schools,
universities, hospitals and romds everywhere and carry out other measures
which would emable them to raise agriculture as well-to a higher level of modern

development .
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At the pame time, if the bonds of colonialism were removed from the Afkican
and other colonies, that would facilitate the utilization of their ratural E
resources, increase the demand in those countries for European and Americaa:
ma.chinery and other industrial products, expand exports of raw materials fo% the
industry of Europe and the United States, incremse employment and the utili?ation
of productive capaclty, and raise the 1iving‘standardé'of the peoples of th§
industrially-developed countries.

kvery honest person and every Govermment that really stends for the eqﬁality
of peoples, for the realization of the great purposes and principles proclaimed
in the United Nations Cherter, cannot but see that colonialism is an dbsole?e
and shameful phenomenon in modern life. The complete and final elimiration' of
coloniglism would be the prelude mot only to social progress but also to
swift technical strides in industry and agriculture, just as the end of the, slave
trade lent a powerful impetus to the development of the prcductive forces of
society. ;

The elimination of coloni.lism would be a key measure in reducing interﬁhtionel
tension. It was precisely the desire to prevent the liberation and the ‘
national development of the young States of Asia, Africa and Iatin America that
led to such armed conflicts and wars in thepost-wer pericd as those in Indonesia,
Indo~dhinaandAlgeria, the aggression egainst Egypt, the foreign intervention
in Lebancn and Jordan, the conspiracies against Syria and Irag, and so0 forth.
Indeed, throughout the last century most wers and armed conflicts were in ohe
way or ancther connected with colonialism, with the struggle of the major Powers
for the divieion and redistribution of colonies.

The peoples have on more than one occagion been subjected to the ferrible
danger that colonial wars would develop into a new world war. And now the
intervention agalnst the Republic of the Congo has led to aggravation of the
international situation and has Jecpardized the cause of peace in Africa and,
indeed, not only in Africa. Can one forget thet under present-day conditioﬁs,
with nuclear and rocket weapons in existence, the flames of wer, once kindled on
one continent, can engulf in an instent the entire glote. j

Many of the most important foci of the present international tension -ﬁin
the Middle and the Far East, in Africe and in Iatin America - are to a i
considerable degree the outgrowth of colonialist policy. Colonies and othe#

..
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so-called "non-self-governing territories” are often used es military bases of
foreign Powers, as proving grounds for atomic tests. Can such a situation

rake people feel secure, relieve them of the fear of war, show them how to
extricate themselves from the poverty, hunger and disease which are still the lot
of the peoples of the countries which remain colonies and Trust Territories?

In addition to large colonies and Trust Territories, some Powers also
retain strong points in different areas of the world, such as West Irian, Okinawa,
Goa and Puerto Rico, not to mention Taiwan, against which the United States
has committed aggression by occupying this territory of the People's Republie of
Chipma. Vhy do the highly-developed industrial Powers need such bases and
"possessions” on the territory of other countries? Is this not a direct survival
of the former era of colonial dominetion? Whet would the Eurcopeans or Americans
say if some Asian or African countries demanded bases for themselves in the
countries of estern Eurcpe or North America?

There cannot be two opinions on this score: these bases are retained in
order to threaten the nmational independence and security of the neighbouring
peoples. Just as the trading stations in the early days of colonialism served as
a base for the extension of the system of coloﬁial oppression in Africa,

Asie and America, so today, when colonielism is disintegrating, the imperialists
are trying to use the remaining bages and colonies to exert brutal pressure on
the independent States of Asie, Africa and Iatin America.

The shameful colonial regime should be buried

The States Members of the United Mations submitting this Declaration are of
the opinion that every Govermment which is for peace and progress in deeds,
and not in words should fespect'the lawful rights of all netions without exception
in their demands for equality, Jjustice and independence. Either these demands
will be recognized by all States or the oppressed peoples, with the support
of thelr riumerous friends throughout the world, will take their destiny in their
own hends and will win liberty and independence, breaking down all the
artificial barrieré erected in their way by the colonialists. The primary duty of
8ll nations is to extend a helpiﬁg hand in the sacred struggle for independence

and against colonialist dominaticon.
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Together with the infamous system of .colonialism, the variant of the
colonial regime known as the trusteeship system has also outlived itself. H'eing
& vestigial remmant of the mandates system of the League of Nations , the présent
trusteeship system in accordance with the United Né.tions Charter should havé'
promoted the development of the Trust Térritories towards self-government and
independence. Fifteen years have elapsed, however, slnce the Charter was
adopted, but only four out of eleven Trust Territories have attained indepenfence.

So far no exact dates have been Tixed for granting independence to Trus%
Territories, including the largest of them - Tanganyika, Ruenda-Urundi and
New Guinea.

The Powers responsible for "trusteeship", disregarding the principles of the
United Nations, are in fact preserving colonial regimes, mercilessly exploiting
the populetion and plundering natural resources, repressing those who submitted
petitions to the Unilted Natipns,‘hampering the economle and political develoﬁment
of the Trust Territories. |

Taoe trusteeship system has not justified itself anywhere and should be ?
buried together with the entire coloniasl system, which is an anachronism. .

The regime of colonial oppression has left to mankind 2 burdensome legacy
in the form of numerous compliceted problems. The tragic events teking place in
the Congo as well as in other parts of the world where peoples are waging a just
struggle for thelr rights, demand a remsonable solution of the problem of
relations between the indigenous population and the settlers who came from other
continents. }

Raclal discrimination in all its odious forms, i.e.,division of peoples-and
mations into the privileged and the "inferlor" is nothing but racism, an attempt
to justify the crime of genocide, an adding of new atrocities to those Ejtlreaéy
ccmmitted, of new crimes to old, a fomenting of mutuasl hatred and endless bléoiy
conflicte between countries and peoples.

Different peoples have skins of a different colour, but the colour of tﬁeir
blood is the same. And not a single people can lay a claim to domination over
other pecples.

The ties and relations between the peoples created at the time of
colonialism must be replaced by new relations based on the principles of equi&j.lity,
friendship and mutual respect, regardless of the social and political systemé,
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of States, the ideology and political views of people or the colour of thelr
skin. The peoples in colonies should be given real independence, not a
fictitious cne under which they would, in fact, be kept under s meodified colonial
regime. They are now demanding not only greater freedom within the colonial
rule but the final eiimination of this system, freedom for progress, the right to
be their own mesters, to uée their own wealth and the fruits of their labour.
Every form of enslavement, every manifestation of "trusteeship" or "cherity”
towards pecples is a seriocus insult to their dignity.

Preéent realitles wake it imperative to choose between stagpation and
progress, between slavery and freedom, between division of the peoples and their
unity, between war and peace.

The United Netions considers it ites duty to urge the Powers that have
colonial possessions to enter into negotiations on an equal footing with
representatives of the peoples of the colonies and reach agreement on the granting
of freedom and independence %o the colonial countries.

Definite and early dates for negotiations should be fixed ard any
possibility of coercion or aggression on the part of the colonial Powers should
be elimireted. But should those Powers turn & deaf ear to such an appeal,
shouldrthey delay the liberation of the colonies and suppress the liberation
movement of the colonial peoples, the peace-loving nations should render every
assistence, moral and material, to the pecples fighting for their independence.

The States Members of the United Natione proceed from the premise that every
country, every nation has a full and inaliensble right to independent
exlstence. They feel confident thet the elimination of the colonial regime will
not mean the aliepation of the countries of Africa and Europe from one another.
Cp the contrary, it will promote still greater co-operation among them. Such
unity and co-operation, however, should be reciprocal and freely granted.

The more consistently and directly the great principles of internafional
co-operation are realized- the principles of equality, sovereignty and territorial
integrity, noh-interference in each others intermal affairs, metual benefit,
peaceful coexisténce and economic co-operation - the greater will be the mutdal
understanding and agreement among free and equal States of the world.

Only thus will the countries of the West and the Bast, the North and the

South make progress towards genuine peaceful collsboration among nations,
. i
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utilizing thg great achlevements of mcderm science and culture. Only thus @an
the high principles of the right of nations and peoples to self—determinati&n
enunciated in the United Mations Charter be translated into reality.
Moved by a fervent desire for the earliest establishment of mutual goodwill

and agreement among States and peoples as well as between the indigenous y
population of the Non-Self ~Governing Territories arnd those who have settled 'in
such térritories and wish to live there enjoying the same rights as those of the
‘rationals of such countries, the States Members of the United Nations which'
.have affixed thelr signatures to this Declaration appeal to all people,

irrespective of language and race, religion and political wviews:

Let all the people of the globe hear us!

3 I

We all inhebit the same plaget. Cn this planet we are born, we work, ralse
our children and pass on to them all we heve achieved in life. And althoug@
there exist different States in the world, all men are borm equal in dignity,

-The very course of historic development now poses the question of compiete
and final elimination of the coloniael regime in all its forms and manifestations,
not some time in the distant future, but irmediately end unconditiocnmally! |

Accordingly, the States Members of the United Wetious solemnly proclaiq the
following demands: h

1. All coloniel countries and Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories

must be granted forthwitﬁ complete independence and -freedom to build their

own mational States in accordance with the freely-expressed will and desirefpf

their peoples. 'The colonial system and colonial administration in all thesé:fornw

wust be completely abolished in order to afford the peoples of the territories

concerned an opportunity to determine their own destiny and form of governméﬁt.

2. Similerly, all strongholds of colonialism in the form of possessions and

leased areas in the territory of other States must be eliminated.

Fe The Govermments of all countries are urged to observe strictly and

steadfastly the provisions of the United Nations Charter and of this Declaration

concerning the equelity and respect for the sovereign rights and territorial

integrity of all States without exception, allowing no manifestatiocns of i

colonalism or any special rights or advantages for some States to the detrlment of
other States.

* *
*
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In keeping with the lofty principles of the Charter, the States Members of
the United Nations cénnot but regard the elimination of colenisl rule as a
mogt important stage in intermational life. This act in itself will provide a
s0lid foundation for the development of friendly relations among all States and
among all peoples and thereby for the realization of the great dbqective of
securing a strong and lesting peace on earth. _

It is the sacred duty of each State and each Government to promote aﬁ early
and full implementation of this Declaration.





