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H F ,: I‘Taw:”:{orld, 21 November 1956

In consequence o# Egpl]. ] se,}bion q& aevering ﬁipldma‘bic relatlons with

. Fr'e.nqe, the French Guvernmqub F,s]ﬁea thai Swiss Legaﬁicn at Cairo to assume the
pratqction of its imteremts Fﬁﬁ those Of 1ts Dbl oﬁala in: Eeypt.

!Dhe reports recemved i:y 'b}ae ﬁ‘.rench chemmen'bllfrom the Swias Government
indica'he tha‘t the represenmtmeé of 'mls 1a.'bter a;re having the gree. uest. difficulty
in prbtecting French ne:b:b,onaﬁ.a an{i Fren,f:.h property,” owing *t;o the attitude of
the Egyptian a.u'bhorities. R '

Wi-bh the exceptioh of a.*pout tEi:E‘-by Yaho were exﬂelleﬂ, ‘bhe French. nationals
-resident in Egypt have beeh ynablb 'bo da‘?’ua,in ;germ;l.qpion'to leave the oountry,
despi‘be repeated reprepentatﬁ.ohs by 'bh@l Swisg mega‘hﬁionﬁ Most h.ra.ve been placed
umier| house arrest; Bome ha.vﬁs %eqn inte:r-ned in ca.m_qp and out of: ‘the 900 French
and British retionals »Bo intarneﬁll the $tviss Lega.‘hio 'haa Bu.cceaded. in obtelning
the réleaae of on:l,v h’ib Mss féyresﬁmﬁivea wex-a able to visit cne of these
ee.mps, the Cltadel cgmp si’huwbed in 'bh%aou‘hskir'bs of Ga:l.ro, and xoted that ten
French naioneis and eleven Maiana w?re being he 'bhera. Up to 17 or 18
November these persona had: b¢eh cpuf:t.n@. two or 'bhﬁae tagether :Ln rooms which
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had ro windows but only an opening t.o admit alr. They were sllowed ‘to-move- about
in a cramped courtysrd for two houre ’ tut books and visltors were pruhibi'ted.
Acenrﬂing To the latest reports, the Tunisians have been released but the French
are said %o have been transferred 4o a school at Heliopolis.

In sddition, & number 6f French netionels heve been arvested. Among thease
8re Mr. Petit, secretary to the director of the Créalt Lyovmals et Alexandria,
and some twenty other French natiomals of the seme city, whose names the
Egyptian suthoritles have so far refused to disclose. These prisoners are crowded
together in prisons or raquisitione& nu’blie weildings; Wien first detained they vex:
subjected to extremely harsh 'hrea.tment 1 with rugani to both food and accommodation.
While the efforts of the Swiss have helped To alleviate thelr position slightly,

“they are sti1l confined under de;plora.bla conditio.ns.

This trestment o which the Egyptien Government has subjected French
nationnls 15 5 serious violation of the Charter, the Declaration of Human Rights N
and the Geneva Couvention of 1949. If this state of affolrs 1s not spesdily
remedied, the French Government will be obliged to bring the mat’Ler before ﬁhe
Un:l.ted Nations.
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