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·: • .'' i 11 , 1 .I. ,:.',I , .·~: rl , , 

,In consequence otEgypt;'~·a~'tion At sev~i.n~ ~iplomtic relations wi.th 

' Fre.nql!!, the French Gote~~ ~s~ed thH Swiss Lega,~ion "t Cairo to assume the 
:Pl':?t~~tion o:f' its intl/lreailf! ·ju1i1 t~~se Ar its 'nat:!.,~ls :i.n Egypt • 

'~e report.s rece~v'ed kj: t)ie :!B'ren$: Govert:\lllent ':ifro.m: the Swills Governm.ent 

.indiqate that the rep3i'esexii:s!~*es1 Of ~~ latte,r S;t\~ having the ,greatest difficulty. 

in pr
1
btecting ~encb. ~t~ori~~: ,,SI!~ Frer"fb. pro;pe:r.rt;r:·~·~ owitts ,to the attitude of 

the E~tian a.uthortt:t!es. :. :, '•. 1 
· ··, ' · ' 

:· : : ,I I' ' I'' ' : ' ,: ' 

With the e~ceptio~ o:f' a.p~t r~;:]'bo wer.e ~Flle<J.· the, French ,nationals 

resi~ent in Egypt have' bee~ ~blr t? ~~tain ;pe~q~ion.:to :leave the oount?-'Y• 
despi~e rllJiea.ted repre13enta.t~~~s ·,P4' the' Swiss tega]~on. Most have been placed 

i 1 
' . : , ~ II ' ; I , I ' . ' . . I r : : " ' : . ' ' ; j 

una.er1 house a.rre11t; s~ b,e.vr ·9e~ int~red 1n ~F ~ o.~t ot the 900 French 

and British nationals ,~o i~tiPr.'·~ll~ rr-ss Le~ti~r.·has a*ceeded ,in obtaining 
the r~leaae of only 45P· ~all, r~pres~tatives we;t'~ al:l:+e to visit one of these 

I : I ~ ' • ' • ' ' I ' : ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 

ca.m.ps:, the Citadel ce.m!> situ1):t:~d. :l.n th~! outskirts 9Je ~1:'01 and noted that ten 

Frencll!- nationals and e~e~ ~s,:l~ns hre being P.~~ t~eTe. Up to 17 or 18 
Novemper these PE1l'SOne., ha!l, bllle~ c~J?.f:!:n+~ two o~ t1:t~~e together in roOI!IB wl:dch 
__ ...,:;__ . . .: .. ,.. ·~_,:· ~r··!· .. : .. <. ··: ... :,: :1 .. , ~· ;;~-, I • 

Y See also th:l letteT dl!ot~d. :er: Noverll~er 1956, allpee.at circulated as 
~oeument A/Y;4oo. · 1 , · •• • •· : 

i. I "' 

,,, 

56-32691 
I 

I • .·. 



" 

A/3400/Mil...l 
Fngliah 
l?a.ge 2 

had no. Windows but only an openizig to edmit air. They were e.l.l.mred ttY1nove-about 

in a Cl'alliped coUX'tye.rd for two hours, but books Qlld visitors were prohibited. 

According to. the latest reports, the ~Bia.ns l:!ave been released but the French 
are said to have been transferred to a sohool at Heliopolis. 

' . . . . 

In addition, a number of French m.tiona.lil l:!ave been arrested. Among these 
are MI.•. Petit, secreta.l"y to the director of the Cl:'Mit Ijy"OlllJB.is at Alexandria., 

and some twenty other F:renc:b. na.tiO!!Iala oi' tlle seJne city, whose names the 

Egyptian e.uthortties have so :far refUsed to diacl.ose~ These prisoners are crowded 
together in prisons or requisitioned )U.bl.ic 'l,!uildingsJ Wile!~ first deta:!.ne4 they wer• .- . ' ~ 

subjected to extremely harsh trea.tmen'IIJ ,with regard to both :fOOd and accommodation. 

While the e:fi'orts o:f the Swiss have helped to alleviate their position slightly, 
they are still confined under deplorable conditions. 

This treatment to which the Egyptian Gover=ent b.a.s subJeeted. French 

nationals is a sertoue violation o:f the Cbarter, the Declaration of lfunJan Ri~ts, 
and the Geneva. Convention of 1949• Ii' this 'state of affairs is not speedily 

remedied, the F:rencb. Gove:rnment Will be obliged. to bring the matter before the 
United Nations. 
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