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1. On 10 December 1948, the General Assembly, by resolution 217 A (III), 

adopted and proclaimed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, At the same 

time, the General Assembly, in resolution 217 E (III), "considering that the plan 

of 11ork of the Co:n:mission on Human Rights provides for an International Bill of 

Human Rights, to include a Declaration, a Covenant and rreasures of implerrentation", 

requested 11 the Economic 'and Social Council to ask the Commission on Human Rights 

to continue to give priority in its ·11ork to the preparation of a draft Covenant 

on Human Bights and draft E.easures of impleE.entation11
• By resolution 191 (VIII) 

of 9 February 1949, the Economic and Social Council transmitted General Assembly 

resolution 217 E (III) to the Commission on Human Rights for the action 

contemplated therein. 

2. The Corrmission on Human Rights accordingly continued to prepare and to 

draft 1the International Covenant on Human Rights and rreasures of implerrentation, 

and a.evoted most of its fifth and sixth sessions to this task. At its sixth 

session, the Corrmission prepared a draft First Covenant and draft rreasures of 

implen:.entation and took a number of decisions connected therel·lith. 1 

3. The follov7 ing are the reain features of the draft First Covenant on 

Human Rights as prepared by the Commission at its sixth session: 

Part I (articles 1 ana_ 2) and article 18 of part II provide for certain 

general obligations vlhich. the States Parties to the Covenant undertake; for the 

derogation of certain of the rights set forth in the Covenant in the case of a 

state of emergency officially proclaimed; there are also provisions deferring the 

relationship betHeen the draft Covenant ana_ other instrUir.ents of both national and 

international lm1. 

Part II (articles 3 to 17) defines the follm·7ing rights together vlith the 

limitations thereto: 

Article 3 
Article 4 

Article 5 

Article 6 

Article 7 

Article 8 

- right to life 

- prohibition of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatrrent and punis~ent 

- prohibition of slavery, slave trade, servitude and forced labour 

- freedom of the person from arbitrary arrest or detention 

- prohibition of imprisonment for the non-performance of 

contractual obligations 

- freedom of movement 

/Article 9 
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Article 9 - expulsion of aliens 

Article 10 - fair triul in criminai and civil cases 

Article 11 - prohibition of retroactive ~enal laws 

Article 12 - recognition as a ~erson before the law 

Article 13 - freedom of thought, conscience and religion 

,Article 14 freedom of opinion, expression and information 

Article 15 - right of assembly 

Article 16 - right of association 

Article 17 - eq_uality before the lm1 and eq_ual protection of the lavl, 

Part III (artir::les 19 to 41) contains n:easures of implen:entation v1hich are 

based on the following principles: the establishreent of a Ruman Rights Committee 

composed of seven members elected by the States Parties to the Covenant; only 

States Parties to the Covenant 11ould have access to the Cormn.ittee; in cases of 

dispute, the Corumi ttee v10uld ascertain the facts and make available its good 

offices to the States concerned 1'1i th a vie11 to a friendly solution of the matter 

on the basis of respect for human rights as recognized in the Covenant; the 

Co:rr.mittee would normally deal vlith a matter referred to it only if available 

don:estic remedies hac been invoked and exhausted in the case; the Committee would 

draw up a report to be sent·to the States concerned and communicated to the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations for publication; if a solution .l~::~rq _ 

reached, the Corr:mittee would confine its report to a brief staten:ent of the facts 

and the solution reached; if such a solution >I ere not reached, the Cormni ttee 

should state in the report its conclusions on the facts. 

Part IV of the draft Covenant provides in article 42 for signature, 

ratification and accession, and in article 45 for amendn:ents to the Covenant. The 

Commission decided, h01·1ever, not. to discuss the d.rafts for articles 43 and 44 on 

the application of the Covenant to federal States and to Non-Self-Governing or 

Trust Territories, but to transmit to the Economic and Social Council for its 

consideration the Clraft texts of these artic'les proposed at previous sessions, 

together vii th co:rnn:ents and suggestions relating thereto. 

4. As far as proposals for the inclusion of additional articles in the 

draft Covenant v1ere concerned, that is to say, both articles referring to economic, 

social and cultural rights and articles not coming vlithin this category, the 

Commission decided that the Covenant should be the ·first of a series of covenants 

and rr:.easures of implementation to be a(l_opted, in order to cover the \/hole of the 

Universal Declaration of Ruman Rights. It decided to proceed, at its seventh 

/session in l951T 

~~-------------------------------------
--
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session in 1951, with the consideration of additional covenants and measures 

dealing with economic, social, cultural, political and other categories of human 

rights, and req~ested the Economic and Social Council to confirm this decision. It 

also recommended to the Economic and Social Council to take steps to secure the 
.... 

co-o~eration in this field of other United Nations organs and of specialized 

agencies. 

5. As far as access to the contemplated organ for the implementation of 

the Covenant, the Hurean Rights Committee, is concerned, the Commission on Hurean 

Rights rejected, by 7 votes to 4, with 3 abstentions, the inclusion of a 

provision under which the Corr~ittee could consider complaints from selected 

non-governmental organizations; it also rejected, by 8 yates to 3, with 3 
abstentions, the inclusion in the Covenant of provisions for petitions from 

individuals .. The Commission further expressed the opinion that it was desirable 

that the Human Rights Committee should be able to obtain from the International 

Court of Justice advisory opinions on questions of law arising in the course of 

its work. 

6. 'At its eleventh session, the Economic and Social Council considered the 

draft Covenant on Hurean Rights in its broad aspects.* It gave consideration to 

the following q~estions: 

(a) The general adequacy of the first eighteen articles; 

(b) The desirability of including special articles on the application of 

the Covenant to federal States and to Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories; 

(c) The desirability of including articles on economic, social and cultural 

rights; and 

(d) The adequacy of the articles relating to implementation. 

The Council concluded that further progress on the Covenant could not be made 

without basic policy decisions on the above ~atters being taken by the General 

Assembly. 

It therefore transmitted the draft Covenant on Human Rights, together with 

relevant documentation and records of the discussion in the Council, to the General 

Assembly at its fifth session for consideration with a view to reaching policy 

decisions on the four ~oints (a), (b), (c) and (d). The Council also requested 

the Commission on Human Rights to consider the draft Covenant further, ·bearing in 

* Gee Cou~cil resolution 303 I (XI) of 9 August 1950. 

/mind the policy 
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mind the :policy decisions of the General Assembly and the vie11 s expressed in the 

Council at its eleventh session, and to submit a revised draft Covenant to the 

Council at its thirteenth session (sumrJC.er, 1951). At the same tirr.e, the Council 

req_uestecl the Secretary-General to transmit the resolution, together with the 

records of the <lebate in the Council, to Member States 11ith a vieil to obtaining 

their observations after the fifth session of the General Assembly for transmission 

to the Commission on Human Rights. In resolutions 303 C (XI) and 303 D (XI), the 

Council approved, with certain modifications, the suggested 11ork prograillffie of the 

Commission in the fields of economic, social, cultural, :political and other 

categories -of human rights. 

7· The General Assembly, at its 285th rr.eeting held on 26 September 1950, 

referred to the Third Co!UUittee item 63 of the agend.a entitled "Draft First 

International Covenant on Human Rights and rr.easures of im:plerr.entation". 

8. Pursuant to the decisions taken by the Economic and Social.Council at 

its eleventh session, the General Assembly and the Thiro_ Committee respectively hao. 

before them the documentation referred to the Assembly by the Economic and Social 

Council, including the draft First International Covenant on Human Rights 

contained in the report of the sixth session of the Commission on Human Rights 

(E/1681) and other docurr.ents listed in a note by the Secretary-General (A/1384, 

paragraph 4). The Third Committee had before it also an additional note by the 

Secretary-General (A/C. 3/534) ana. a subject analysis of the documentation and 

recora.s (A/C.3/535). 

/II. GENERAL CUTLINE 

------------------------------ ·- · 
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II. GENERAL CUTLINE OF 'I'EE \fORK OF TEE 'I'HIRD CCM-1l'ITEE 

9. The Third Committee devoted 31 Keetings to the consideration of the 

draft Covenant and related subjects Kentioned below (A/C .3/SR.287 - 316 and 318). 

The Committee began its >wrk >lith an examination of each of the four g_uestions 

referred to the General Assembly by the Economic and Social Council (see 

paragraph 6 above) and t~ok up proposals concerning them at the end of the general 

cUscussion on the last of these points. The Committee considered separately a 

draft resolution proposed by Syria and the Philippines on the g_uestion of the 

territorial clause and also tHo additional questions which arose in the course of 

the proceedings of the Committee, narrely, the g_uestion of the self-determinatioil 

of nations and people introduced by a joint pro:posal of Afghanistan and Saudi 

Arabia (see paragraph 46 belm1) and the question of Human Rights Day, introduced 

by the United States of America (see paragraph 64 belov1). As a result of these 

discuss ions, the CoKmi ttee adopted three dra.ft resolutions for submission to the 

General Assembly: 

(a) A d1aft resolution on the future >wrk of the Commission on Human 

Rights (resolution I)j 

(b) A d.raft resolution on the territorial application of the Covenant 

(resolution II); 

(c) A draft resolution on Human Rights Day (resolution III). 

10. The three draft resolutions cover those replies >-lhich the Third 

Committee recommends should be siven to the four g_uestions placed before the 

General Assembly by the Economic and Social Council as well.as decisions on the 

t110 additional g_uestions referred to in paragraph 9. 

11. The arrangement of the resolutions is as follm1s: 

A. General decisions on action to be 

taken by the Economic and Social 

Council, the Commission on Human 

Rights and the Secretary-General. 

B. General adeg_uacy of the first 

eighteen articles of the draft 

First Covenant. 

C. The clesirability •Jf including 

special articles on the 

application of the Covenant: 

Preamble and sections A, G and H 

of the resolution entitled nFuture 

v1ork of the Coruniseion on Human 

Rights". 

Section B of the resolution 

entitled "Future ·Hork of the 

Commission on Human Rights" . 

/ ( i) To federal 
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( i) To federal States: 

(ii) To Non-Self-Governing and 

Trust Territories. 

D. The question of self-determination 

of peoples and nations. 

E. The desirability of including 

articles on economic, social 

and cultural rights. 

F. The adequacy of the articles 

relating to implementation. 

Section C of the resolution 

entitled "Future v10rk of the 

Coli.ll1ission on Human, Rights". 

Resolution entitled "Territorial 

application of the International 

Covenant on Human Rights". 

Section D of the resolution 

entitled "Future work of the 

Commission on Human Rights". 

Section E of the resolution 

entitled "Future v/Ork of the 

Collilllission on Human Rights". 

Section F of the resolution 

entitled 11Future 1-10rk of the 

Comission on Human Rights 11
• 

The question of Ruman Rights Day is treated in a separate resolution. 

/III. DisCUSSION 

WPtJ •-.P '*' za;s..:a: ~- cas . .awcaas xz e, ;oot ., 
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III. DISCUSSION OF TIIE FOUR QUESTIOIIS REFERRED TO TEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
:BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CCUNCIL 

12. At the 288th to 291st meetings held on 18 to 20 October 1950, the 

Third Corrmdttee examined the first of the four questions referred to the 

General Assembly by the Council, narrely, the general adequacy of the first 

eighteen articles and, in Iarticular, the two major questions raised thereby: 

(i) whether the catalogue of rights contained in the first eighteen articles was 

adequate, i.e. whether any rights other than those dealt with in those articles 

should l:e made the subject of provisions to be included in Iarts I and II of the 

Covenant; and (ii) whether the existiP~ eighteen articles as drafted were 

adequate to protect the rights to which they relate (A/C.3/534, paragraph 4). 
In the course of the debates, sorre delegations expressed the view that 

the list of rights as contained in the draft was generally adequate for inclusion 

in the First Covenant, while others maintained that a numcer of rights which, 

in their opinion, were very important should be added to the list. Differing 

points of view were also expressed as regards the adequacy of the definitions 

and limitations contained in the draft articles. several delegations also 

referred to particular provisions which, in their view, should either be deleted, 

added to, or changed. 

13. The Corrmdttee decided to deal separately with the question of the 

application of the Covenant to federal states, on the one hand, and to Non-Self­

Governing and Trust Territories, on the other. It discussed the question of the 

federal state clause at its 292nd to 294th rreetings held on 25 and 26 October 1950. 

Some delegations pointed out that in certain federal states either all or some 

matters relating to human rights were not within the jurisdiction of the federal 

Power, but were matters of concern to state, provincial or cantonal authorities. 

It was explained that it was the purpose of the federal state clause to enable 

federal Governments to accept obligations concerning those rratters which were 

within their jurisdiction and to recommend favourably to the state, provincial 

or cantonal authorities those which fall within their jurisdiction. Other 

delegations, however, declared that a federal state clause would ce tantamount 

to a reservation and an escape clause and that, if a federal state clause were 

adopted, this would I!2ean that different states Parties to the Covenant 1vould 

undertake different obligations. 
' /14. The 

- -( 
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14. The Corrmittee discussed the question of the territorial application 

clause at its 294th to 296th rreetings held on 26 and 27 October 1950. Sorre 

delegations pointed out, in support of including a territorial application 

clause, that sorre Non-Self-Governing Territories under their administration had 

reached a stage in their developrr:ent to-w-ards self-governrr:ent which placed them 

in a position to enact, through their own autonomous organs, the lavrs covering · 

rr.atters dealt with in t:te Covenant, and that the rretropoliten Powers could 

t:terefore automatically adhere to the Covenant on behalf of such Territories 

without consulting their legislative organs. The majority of the. Co~ittee, 

hm;ever, favoured the principle of the universal application of the Covenant 

(see r.a.ragra.t?h 18 below concerning tl:e adoption of the draft resolution on the 

territorial application of the Covenant). 

15. The Committee then took up the question of the desirability of 

including in the Covenant articles on economic, social and cultural rights and 

ccnsidered the n:atter at its 297th to 299th rr.eetings held on 30 and 31 Octo1:er 

1950. Almost all participants in this debate were in favour of international 

instrurrents to ce adopted under the auspices of the United Nations defining and 

guaranteeing economic, social and cultural rights. A num1:er of speakers doubted, 

however, the feasibility of including articles on these rights in the present 

Covenant. Most speakers also emphasized the necessity of the United Nations 

l:eing assisted in this task by the s:r:ecialized agencies. As is stated 1:elow 

(paragraph 51), tl:e Committee eventually decided in favour of including articles 

on economic, social and cultural rights in the present Covenant. When examining 

the question of economic, social and cultural rights and the assistance to be 

given in cornexion therewith by specialized agencies, the Committee heard 

staterre~ts by the representatives of the International Labour Organisation and 

the Uni te.d Nations ];ducational, SciEntific F..r..cl Cultun.l Cre;s.niznticn 

(1\jC .3/SR .298, 299 and 315). 

'16. The discussions on the question of the adequacy of the articles 

relating to implerrentation took place at the 300 and 301st rreetings held on 

1 November 1950 . sorre delegations 1-rere of the opinion that the present articles 

on implerrentation were ger-erally adequate, though drafting changes might ce 

necessary. Others feared that an implerrentation system restricted to state-to-

/state 
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State complaints was not satisfactory, and that provisions for the admission of 

petitions from selected non-governmental organizations or from individuals 

should ce included. It was suggested by sorre delegations that provisions on 

the admissibility and handline of J::etitions should l:e included in a separate 

protocol. Observations were made concerning the composition, emolurrents and 

C0m];:etence of the proposed Hurran Rights Committee and as regards the 

relationship of the implerrentation rrachinery vrith the organs of tpe United Nations, 

including the General Assembly, the Trusteeship Council and the International 

Court of Justice. It was suggested, for example, that the proposed Human 

Rights Committee should submit annual reports on its work to the General Assembly 

and that provision should be rr:ade for the CoiLmi ttee to have recourse to the 

International Court of Justice for advisory opinions. Doubts were expressed 

concerning the wording of that article of the draft Covenant vrhich deals with 

the exhaustion of dorrestic rerr:edies. The Comm1ttee rejected a proposal for the 

deletion from the draft Covenant of the Articles on implerr:entation. 

jrr. DRAFT 
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rr. DRAFT RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED TO TEE COMMI'ITEE 

17. At the conclusion of the debates on the above four questions, the 

Third Committee had pefore it the following draft resolutions and proposals: 

A/C .3/L. 71/Rev .1: Philippines and Syria. Draft resolution according to 

which the provisions of the Covenant would extend or be applicab~e to a 

signatory rretropolitan state as well as to all the Territories, be they Non­

Self-Governing, Trust or Colonial Territories, which are being administered or 

goverr-ed by such metropolitan state. 

Ate .3/L. 74 and Add.l: Uruguay. Draft resolution according to which it 

would be recoli!liended that the Commission on Human Rights, in revising the draft 

articles on implerrentation, should take into account the propose+ for the 

creation of a ~errra~ent agency of the. United Nations, to be known as an 

Attorney-General or High Corrmissioner for Human Rights, who would initiate 

proceedings before a standing committee upon receipt of such complaints from 

Goverr~ents Parties to the Covenant, individuals or groups of individuals, and 

would act as official plaintiff in these proceedings, who would be responsible 

for tte general supervision of the observance of th~ Covenant by signatory 

states, who would have power to make investigations ex officio and who would 

attempt to secure an amicable settlement before referring the case to the 

implementation body. 

A/C.3/L.75/Rev.l: Egypt. Draft resolution in which it would be recomrended 

to the Co~ssion on Hurran Rights to add to the safeguards expressed in 

article 14, paragraph 3, of the draft International covenant on Hurran Rights, that 

of the rraintenance of ~eace and friendly relations between states and to delete 

from article 13, paragraph 1, of the draft Covenant the implication concerning 

freedom to change one's religion or belief. 

A/C .3/L. 76: Brazil, Turkey and the United sta tea· of America. Joint draft 

resolution ~epping out the future work of the Commission on Hurran Rights 

concerning the Covenant. As it was eventually decided to accept this draft 

resolution as the basis for the Third Collimittee's work it need not be 

sunur.a ri zed here ( see be low ~a ra graph 19) • 

/A/C .3/L. 77 /Rev .1: 
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A/C .3/L. 77 /Rev .1: Union of soviet socialist Republics. Draft resolution 

in the preamble of which it would be stated that the general character of the 

first eighteen articles did not correspond to the aims envisaged either in regard 

to the rights enurrerated in those articles or in regard to the guaranteeing of 

the rights to which they referred; in which it would 'be noted that the Covenant 

omitted a number of essential provisions concerning human rights and 

fundarrental freedoms; in which it would be considered essential that the 

Covenant should include provisions rendering it obligatory for states to promote 

the implereentation of the rights concerred and to take the necessary steps, 

including legislation, to guarantee to everyone the real opportunity of enjoying 

those rights and freedoms. It was also suggested that the General Assembly would 

recognize that the implerrentation of the provisions of the Covenant on Human 

Rights falls entirely within the dorrestic jurisdiction of states. In this draft 

resolution, it was further reco~ended to the Economic and Social Council to 

instruct the Commission on Human Rights to provide for the inclusion in the 

Covenant of a num'ber of additional provisions dealing with the right to 

participate in the government of one's country, with the right to national 

self-dete~mination, the protection of minorities, the right to freedom of 

expression, the limitation of pro~aganda on behalf of fascist or nazi views, the 

prohibition of inciterrent of hatred among the peoples, racial discrimination and 

the dissemination of slanderous rumours. The proposal also contained a 

comprehensive list of defined rights coming within the category of economic, 

social and cultural rights. 

A/C .3/L. 78: Ethiopia and France. Arrendrrent to insert in the draft 

resolution of Brazil, Turkey and the United states of Arrerica (A/C.3/L.76) 

provisions to the effect that pre:paration should be made for the establishl:nent of 

an implereentation body which, by its very composition, would offer all possible 

guarantees of independence and competence and be responsible, in accordance with 

precise terms of reference, for examining all charges of violations of the 

Covenant. 

/A/C .3/L. 79: 

/ 
jj 
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ii./C.3/L.79: Yugoslavia. I'raft resolution on the ger..eral adequacy of the . ---·~~-----
fir st eighteen articles stating that certain "basic rights had teen omitted from 

those articles and that in their present form: th0yvrore. not nC..cl:u:::.t0 to "!:l":J~;..,c:t ·i·.I-_e 

rights to >>hich they refer and. proposing to decide that -che riehts to universal 

ar.d equal suffrage, the right of everyone to Iarticipate in the administration 

of his country, tte right of eYery rremter of a minority to use his mm language 

and develop his culture, and the right of asylum should te added to thooe rights 

to l:e d.efir.ed in the Covenant. It 1-rould also be stated in the draft resolution 

ttat tte-purposes and. prir..ciples of the Unitecl Nations Charter should be 

logically implerrented. and proierly protected against the abuse of certain rights, 

ar.d that fundarrental hurran right~ and freedoms should te cased on the ge~eral 

prir..ciples of the rights acquired by rrBnkind in its efforts to pro~ote hurran\ 

Helfe: re a:r:d d.en:ocratic relations Cehreen hurr:an Ceingso 

A/C.3/L.80: I~Y~1slavia. Draft resolution by l7hich the General Assembly 

11::uld decid.e to ir:clude economic, social .and cultural rights in the Covencnt and 

to inYi te the Ccn:mission on Hun:an Rights to incorporate in the Covenant, in the 

spirit of the Universal Declaration, a clearly lrorded provision for economic, 

soc i al and cultural rights corresponding to tte provision gueranteei~g civic and 

political freedoms. 

~!c. 3/L. 81: Chile. Draft resolution by vrhich it 1wuld l::e recolLI[ended to the 

EcoLnmic aLd social Cour...cil to give consideration to the inclusion in tte. Covenant 

of a r:e1v a rticle or :r;aragrarh to the effect that not only a state IBrty to tte 

Co·:er:ant IT'.ight have access to tr.e contemplate·d Hun:.en Rights Coruni ttee but that 

tte right of access to that Corrmi ttee might also l:e exercised by non-governn:ental 

orse:nizati0ns duly recognized by the United Nations. 

A/C.3/J~.62: Frer...ce. Arr.endn:ent to insert in the joint draft renolution 

au"tmi tted. by Brazil, 'Iurkey and the United state~ of An:erica (A/C .3/L. 76) 8 

reque.Jt to the Economic ar...d social Council to gh·e cor...sideration at its t1:elfth 

se ssi on) to the rrethods by lvhich the srecialized agencies might assist tl:e 1mrk 

of i:be Comni::;sicr_ cr... Hurran Rights with regard to eccnomic, social and cultural 

rights. 

/A/C .3/1.8~: 
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A/C. 3/L. 83: Greece and Ne-w Zeeland. Arr:end.rrent to the joint draft resolution 

of 'Brazil, Turkey and the United states of Arr:erica (A/C .3/1. 76) according to 

which the Coro:nission on Hvrr.an Ric;hts would 'te requested to >)roceed vi th the 

consideration of additional1nstrun:ents ar:d :treasures dealing l:ith economic, social, 

cultural and other hurr.an rights not included in tl:e Firat International Covenent 

on Hurr.an Rights, only after the completion of the -vrork 0n the First 

Interr..a tional covenant. 

Israel. Draft resolution 'by 1-l'hich it 1rculd 'be recorr.rr.ended to 

the Commission on Human Rights to insert in the :provisions d.ealins vn th 

implerr.entation additional :provisions to the effect (a) that tl:e right to 'bring 

caEJes of non-compliance vrith the :provisions of the Covenant to the attention of 

tl:e Human Rights Comni ttee w·ould "be granted abo to such non-governrr.entsl 

organizations enjoying consultative stetus ui th the Zconomic and ;::;ociel Council 

as lvould ce included in a list to ce drcnm u:9 fort~Ji:ol IJUr·:po.se by the secretary­

General in conjunction vri th the Chairman of tl:e Rumen Righto Cor.mi ttee; 

i,t,; ":.l:G"v the Hurran Rights Committee m:t;~~ ,t (bye n:5,jority decision of tte rc-:;n:1:er3 

present) ce seized of cases of non-compliance vTith the :provi" ior:s of the 

Co'7enant by :parties thereto on i 'ts mm n:otion uhen the :facts l::efore the 

Corrro ttee a :p:reared in its 7iew to warrant .such cons ideration; (c) that in urgent 

cases, the Hurran Rights Corrmittee might deviate from ths :9rovisions of 

articles 39. and 41 and recorrn:end to the s tate or states c oncerned ti:e adoptior: 

of n:easures desigr:ed to sive imr:ediate effect to the provisions of the Covenant. 

It vias also contemplated in the draft resolution prOl)·.Jsed by Israe l that tl:e 

Human Rights Committee should have the right to cme;gest to the stotes concerr:ed 

such ren:edies as it deen:ed a·ivisable. 

. jv. IJ::;cr~3IOJIT 
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V. DECISION ON TEE DRAFT RESOLUTION CONCERNING TEE TERRITORIAL APPLICATION OF 
TEE COVENANT 

18. At its 302nd ~eeting on 2 November 1950, the Third Corrmittee decided to 

take un first the draft resolution submitted by the Philippines and ~.yria 

concerning the territorial application of the Covenant (A/C.3/L.71/Rev.l). After 

the sponsors of the draft resolution had accepted a number of minor oral 

amendments, the resolution, as amended, was. adopted by a roll-call vote of 30 to 

11, -vrith 2 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: 

Against: 

Afghanistan,. Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 

Chile, China, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Guatemala, 

Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, 

Mexico, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Greece, Netherlands, New 

Zealand, Turkey, Union ... of South Africa, United Kingdom of Great. 

Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

Abstaining: Argentina, Denmark, Dominican Republic, France, Norway, Peru 

S-vreden, Thailand. 

The text of the resolution is to be found at the end of the present report as 

resolution I. 

/VI • ADOPTION 
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VI. ADOPTION OF THE JOINT DRAFT RESOLUTION OF BRAZIL, TURKEY AND UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA AS BASIC TEXT 

19. At its 303rd meeting on 3 November 1950, the Third Committee found that 

among the resolutions presented to it there "1-Tere t1w that could be described as 

general or 11 over-all" resolutions purporting to cover the whole range of the 

problems submitted to the General Assembly by the Economic and Social Council for 

policy decisions, namely, the joint draft resolution submitted by Brazil, Turkey 

and the United States of America (A/C.3/L.76) and the draft resolution submitted 

by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (A/C .3/L. 77 jRev .1) . 

The Committee first decided, by 28 votes to 13, with 4 abstentions, to adopt 

as the basic text for its further 1wrk one of these t1w "over-all11 draft 

resolutions. Subseg_uently, the Committee decided, by 31 votes to 8, vrith 10 

abstentions, to adopt as the basic text the joint draft resolution submitted by 

Brazil, Turkey and the Unite~ States of America (A/C.3/L.76). At the same meeting, 

delegatio~s which had submitted draft resolutions and proposals to the Committee 

were requested to re-draft them in the form of amendments to the basic text of the 

above joint draft resolution. The delegations which had submitted proposals 

complied with this reg_uest, so that the Committee, when examining the joint draft 

resolution had eventually before it the following amendments and sub-arr.endments: 

A/C.l/1.78: Ethiopia and France. To insert a new sub-paragraph between sub­

parasraphs 2 (f) and 2 (g). 

3. 

A/C .l/1.82/Rev .1: France. To insert a nevr paragraph between paragraphs 2 and 

A/C.l/1.83/Rev.l: Greece and New Zealand, Amendment to sub-paragraph 2 (e). 

A/C.l/1,86: Lebanon. Amendment to sub-paragraph 2 (c). 

A/C.i/1.88/Rev.l: Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia. To insert a new sub-paragraph 

(d) between sub-paragraphs 2 (c) and2 (e) •. 

A/C.l/1.89/Rev.l: Mexico. To substitute a new text for sub-paragraph 2 (c), 

A/C.l/1.91/Rev.l and Corr.l: Israel, To insert a new text after sub-paragraph 

2 (g). 

A/C.l/1.92: Yugoslavia, To insert nevr texts after sub-paragraph 2 (a); to 

delete sub-paragraphs 2 (c) and 2 (d), and to replace by a new text sub-paracraph 

2 (e). 

A/C .l/L. 91: Uruguay. To insert a ne"'-T sub-paragraph after sub-paragraph 2 (g). 

/A/C.3/L.94/Rev.l 
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A/0.3/1.94/Rev.l (Su-persedin~ A/c:~,h.G7 and 90): Lebanon and the United 

I<.:inr-,dom. Addition of a nevr sub-parac,raph after sub-:parasraph 2 (b). 

1-Jc. i/L. <;6: Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. To insert three paragraphs 

in the Preamble; to add ne\·T texts after sub-paragraph 2 (b); to add a text at the 

end of sub-paragraph 2 (c); to delete sub-paraGraph 2 (d); to substitute a ne1r text 

for sub-1Jt.ragraph 2 (e); to insert a new· sub-paragraph after paracsraph 2 (e). 

A/C. ?, /L.99 (Su'Persedinr, A/C.':)/1.,.8'), r:n/Rev.l and 90): Er:v'Pt. United Kinr~dom 

and United States of America. Revised text of sub-paragraph 2 (b). 

A/C. ~/1.101: United States of America and Yugoslavia. A:rr.endment to th0 

Yugoslav amendment (A/0.3/1. 92). 

A/C.i/L.l04: lebanon. Procedural :proposal relating to the amendment submitted 

by Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia (A/0.3/1.88/Rev.l). 

A/C.i/1.106: I~aq, Amendment to the Yugoslav amendment (A/0.3/~.92). 

'J.../C. i /L .107: Iraq. Amendment to the amei1.dn:ent sutmi tted_ by Greece and Eev 

Z~aland (A/0.3/1.83). 

An amendment to insert a nm·r sub-r:arac;raph in :;_;c.Yac:;ro.ph 2 of the joint draft 

resolution (A/C.3/L.76), presented by Et;;ypt on 14 Novem'ber 1950 (Ajc.:_./L.lOJ), vas 

not accel)ted by the Chairn:an, as it had been submitted after tte a greed tin:e-1imit 

had expired (~/C.3/SR.313). 

The substance of the amendments enumerated above 1rill be described t olmr i n 

connexion vrith the actual vote concerninG them. 

/vJ..I . VC'r-IIm 
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VII. VOTING ON THE VARICUS PROPOSAlS IilliCH ARE NOH EJv1130DIED IN THE DRAFT 
RESOLUTION ON THE FUTURE HORK OF THE COiv!HISSION ON Jrulv1AN RIGHTS 

20. The followinG para~xaphs describe the voting on the different parts of 

the joint draft :resolution which vtas accepted by the Comrni ttee as the basic text, 

and on the amendments and sub-amendments submitted thereto. The present report 

does not shovr. the chronoloc;ical order in which the individual parts of wba t no;-r 

is the draft resolution on the future work of the ComL~ission on Human Rights 

adopted by the Committee were taken up, but is arranged accordinc to the sulJstance 

of the decisions taken as reflected in that draft resolution. 

21. At the 309th meeting of the Committee on 9 Novemb er 1950, the 

representatives of Brazil, Turkey and the United State;:; of Ameri ca vri thdrm·r 

sub-para~raph 2 (d) of their d:raft resolution (A/C.3/L.76 } a s i t uould conflict 

i·ri th the Philippine and Syrian r esoluti on adopted by the Committee on 1 November 

(A/C.3/54l: see paragraph 18 above). 

Preamble to the draft resolution on the fut ure vTOrk of the 
Commission on Human Ri ~hts 

22. The Committee, having agreed at its 304th meeting held on 6 November 

1950 to consider the preamble of the joint draft resolution (A/C .3/1.76) and the 

amer..dments to it after action had been taken on the operative part, decided, 

at its 315t:r. meeting on 16 November 1950, to vote on the three paragra};ts of the 

preamble to the joint draft resolution and the amer..dments submi t·~. ed thereto by 

the Unj en of soviet socielist Republics (A/C. 3/L. 96). 

23. The first paragraph of the :preamble of the joint draft resolution iras 

adopted by 37 votes to none, ui th 2 ab s tentions, a s follmvs:. 
11.t'l.pl)rec!a t1ng the priori t:r '\vhich, in accordance i·Ti th General Assembly 

resoluti on 217 (III), th e Corrill'..i ssi on on Hmr..an Rights durinc; its 1949 and 

1950 sessions cave to the pr e}Xlration of a draft Internatioral Covenant on 

Hurcu.n Hichts and measu:re ;:J f or its implementation". 

Th <:: r3econl.. :r-urn{ .. a:'aph c)f t he :preamble to the joint draft resolution vras 

c.dopted by 36 vot es to nc,ne , 11i th 2 abstentions, as follmrs: 
11 No ting t he decisi on of the Economic and Social Council at its eleventh 

session b t:rans:::;"i t the draft Covenant on Human Ric:..hts together 'I·Ti th relevant 

documenta tion and r ecords of the discussion in th3 Council to the General 

Assc 1bly at its fifth· session for cons ideration vi th a view· to reaching 

policy d eci s ions dn the points listed. in resolution 303 (XI) of the Economic 

and Socinl Council11
• 

/25. The 
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25. The Committee then voted on the USSR amendment for the insertion of 

three additional paragraphs in the preamble (A/C.3/L.96). The first paragraph 

of the amendment, which read "Noting that the articles of the draft Covenant 

referred to omit a number of essential provisions concerning human rights and 

fundamental freedoms; in particular, the right to participate in the administration 

of the State, the right of peoples and nations to national self-determination, and 

the right to employment, social security, leisure and education and other rights 

in the social, economic and cultural fields", was rejected by 20 votes to 8, 

w·i th ll abstentions .. 

26. The second paragraph of the USSR amendment was adopted by 16 votes to 

15, ivith 12 abstentions, as follows: 
11Considering it essential tl:.a. t the Covenant should include provisions 

rendering it obligatory for States to promote the implementation of human 

rights and fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the Covenant and to take the 

necessary steps, including legislation, to guarantee to everyone the real , 

opportunity of enjoying those rights and. freed.oms". 

27. The third. paragraph of the USSR amendment, vhich read: 11Recognizing 

that the implementation of the provisions of the Covenant on Human Rights falls 

entirely within the domestic jurisdiction of States 11
, was rejected. by a roll-call 

vote of 32 to 5, "Hi th 14 abstentions: The voting was as follows: 

In favcur: Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechosl?vakia, Poland, 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics. 

Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Burma, Canada, Chile, China, Cuba, 

Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, France, 

Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, 

Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Philippines, Sweden, 

Thailand, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Argentina, El Salvador, Honduras, Indonesia, Iran, 

Mexico, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Union of South Africa, 

Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 

28. The third paragraph of the preamble of the joint draft resolution was 

adopted by 49 votes to none, with 2 abstentions, as follovrs: 

"Having considered the draft Covenant prepared by the Commission on 

Human Rights, particularly with reference to certain basic policies". 

Part A 

------------------- - --- -- - -- --- -
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Part A of the draft resolution on the future work of the 
Commission on Human Rights 

29. At the 304th meeting on 6 November 1950 ·' the Committee considered 

:Paragraph 1 and sub-paragraph 2 (a) of the joint draft resolution (A/C.3/L. 76). 

It adopted unanimously (by 39 votes to none, with no abstentions) paragraph 1 of 

the operative part of the joint draft resolution, as follows: 

"Collilllends the Collllllission on Human Rights for the important vTOrk it has 

thus far accomplished." 

30. At" the same meeting, the Committee decided, by 18 votes to 16, lvith 

15 abstentions, to vote on sub-paragraph 2 (a) in two parts, the first part 

consisting of the.reg_uest "to continue to give priority in its (the Commission's) 

work to the completion of the draft International Covenant on Human Rights and , 

measures for its implementation", ar.d the second part consisting of the clause 

"in order that the General Assembly may at its sixth session have before it the 

revised draft of this Covenant". 

The first part was adopted unanimously (by 52 votes to none, with no 

abstentions), and the second part by 41 votes to 3, with 6 abstentions. 

31. The introductory phrase to paragraph 2 and sub-paragraph 2 (a) as a 

lvhole were adopted in the following form by 48 votes to none, with 2 abstentions: 

"Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to req_uest the Commission 

on Human Rights; 

(a) To continue to give priority in its work to the completion of 

the draft International Covenant on Human Rights and measures for its 

implementation in order that the General Assembly may at its sixth session 

have before it the revised draft of this .Covenant." 

Part B of the draft resolution on the future work of the Commission on 
Human Rights (general adeg_uacy of the first eighteen articles) 

32. At its 305th meeting held on 6 November 1950, the Committee decided, 

by 22 votes to 15, with 10 abstentions, to vote first on the paragraph of the 

Yugoslav amendment (A/C.3/L.92) to sub-paragraph 2 (b) of the joint draft 

resolution beginning vli th the words "Decides that the following rights should be 

added to the list of rights to be defined in the Covenant", vTit.h the understanding 

that the two introduct0ry :paragraphs of the Yugoslav amendment beginning uith the 

vord "Considering" (subseg_uently orally changed into "Considers") vTOuld be voted 

upon later. The Comn.ittee voted separately on the uords: "Decides that the 

following rights should be addei to the list of the rie~ts to be defined in the 

/Covenant'' 
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Covenant" and rejected them by 24 votes to 18, vTi th 5 abstentions. In vievr of 

this vote, it uas·found unnecessary to put the remainder of this :part of the 

Yugoslav amendment (sub-:paraexaphs (a), .(b), (c) ar.d (d)) to the vote. 

33. 'I'he Committee thereupon proceeded to vote on the USER amer..dment to · 

sub-paraeraph 2 (b) (section II ~f A/C.3/L.96). 'Ihe Collimittee decided, by 20 

votes to 18, ·Hi th 18 abstentions, to take a se:parate vote on the clause of the 

USSR amendment reading as follmrs: "In drafting the Covenant, to have in mind 

the inclusion therein of the follOi·rinc; provisions ..• 11
• This clause 1vas rejected 

by a roll-call vote of 28 to 17, vith 4 abstentions. 'I'he voting uas as follov::J: 

In favour: 

Ar,ainst: 

Afghanistan, Argentina, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 

Republic, Chile, Czechoslovakia, Ir.dia, Indonesia, Iraq, 

Hexico, Pakistan, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Ukrainian Soviet 

Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 

Yugoslavia. 

Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, China, Cuba, 

Denma:dc, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Ethiopia, France, Greece, 

Guatemala, Lebanon, Netherlands, Nevr Zealand, Norway, Peru, 

Philippines, Sweden, 'I·hailand, Turkey, Union of South Africa, 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 

States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

Abstaining: Ecuador, Iran, Liberia, Yemen. 

Accordingly, the five subsequent :paragraphs of the USSR amendment were not 

put to the vote. 

34. 'I'he representative of EGYpt and of the United States of America having 

'ITithdravm their amendments (A/C.3/1.85 and 1.97/Rev.l and A/C.3/1.98 respectively) 

:tn favour of the joint amendment by Egypt, the United KinGdom and the United. 

States of America (A/C.3/1.99), the Committee proceeded to vote on this joint 

amendment. 'I'he amendDlent was to add after the words 11 To take into consideration 

in its 1rork of revision of the draft Covenant, the vievrs expressed during the 

discu8:::don of the draft Covenant in this session of the General Assembly and in 

the eleventh s12ssion o:f.' the Economic and Social Council" the following words: 

":tncluding those :celating to articles 13 and 14 of the draft Covenant and, 1-Tith 

a viev to the addition, in this first Covenant or in other instruments,. of other 

rights, those relating to the rights set forth by the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics in document A/C .3/1.96 and Yugoslavia in document A/C .3/L.92. 11 

/The Committee 
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'Ihe Con:rili ttee first voted on a f.Iexican amendment to deJ.ete the vords "first" 

and "or in other instruments" from the joint amendment (A/C .3/L.99). 'Ihe Mexican 

amendment vras adopted by a roll-call vote of 28 to 18, vri th 3 abstentions. 'I'he 

voting was as follmrs: 

In favour: 

Against: 

Af@lanistan, Arcentina, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 

Republic, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovalcia, Ecuador, Egypt, 

Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ira~, Israel, Liberia, 

llexico, Peru, Poland, Saudi Arabia, SiTeden, Syria, Thailand, 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics, Yemen) Yugoslavia. 

Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, China, De:ru:cark, 

Dominican Republic, France, Greece, Netherlands, Nevr Zealand, 

Horuay, Turkey, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay. 

Abstaining: Lebanon, Pakistan, Philippines. 

35. The joint arner:dlnent by Egypt, the United Kingdom and the United States 

of .America to sub-rarac;ra:ph 2 (b), as amended, vras adopted by 25 votes to 18, 

"'Ti th 6 abstentions. 'Ihereu::;:on, sub-p3.ra€;raph 2 (b), as amended, ;.ras adopted, as 

a whole, by 27 votes to 13, with 7 abstentions, as follmrs: 

"(b) To take into consideration in its ;.rork of revision of the draft 

Covenant the vieus expressed during the discussion of the draft Covenant 

in this session of the General Assembly apd in the eleventh session of the 

Economic and Social Council, including those relating to articles 13 arA 14 

of the draft Covenant and, vi th a vi ell to the addition in this Covenant of 

other rights, those rela tin13 to the rights set forth by the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics in document A/C.3/L.96 and Yucoslavia in dccument 

A/C.3/L.92." 

36. At the 307th meetinG on 8 November 1950, the Corunittee adopted, by 25 

votes to 16, vri th 9 abstentions, the follmTing first rarac;raph of the Yugoslav 

amendment (A/C.3/L.92): 

"Considers that the list of rights in the first eighteen articles of 

the draft Covenant on Hurr..an Rights does not contain certain of the most 

elementary ri()lts". 

37. 'Thereupon, the Ccrrni ttee adopted, by 48 votes to none, vri th 2 abstentions, 

the follOlring l~evlsed text of the second raragraph of the Yugoslav amendment 

(A/C · 3/L. 92): /"Considers 
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"Conaid.ers that the present word.ing of some of the first eighteen 

articles of the d.raft Covenant on Human Rights should be improved in ord.er 

to protect more effectively the rights to which· they refer". 

38. The d.elegations of the United States of America and Yugoslavia presented. 

a joint amendment (A/C.3/L.l0l) to replace those parts of the Yugoslav amendment 

to :paragraph 2 (b) which follmved. upon the four sub-paragraphs (a), (b), (c) and 

(d) of the Yugoslav a.Illt;ndment (A/C .3/1.92) by the following: · 

"Considers that in the drafting of the Covenant on Human Rights 

account should. be taken of the principles and purposes of the Charter 

of the United. Nations and. that these principles and. purposes of the 

Charter of the United. Nations should. be consistently applied. and. 

assiduously :protected.." 

This joint amendment -vras ad. opted., at the 309th meeting on 9 November, by 4 3 

votes to none, with 2 abstentions. 

39. At the 307th meeting on 8 November 1950, the Committee ad.o:pted, by 

39 votes to none, -vrith 10 abstentions, the follo\ving amendment submitted by 

Lebanon and the United. Kingd.om (A/C.3/L.94/Rev.l) to ad.d. a new sub-paragraph to 

:paragraph 2 of the joint d.raft resolution: 

"To take into consideration in its work of revision of the d.raft 

Covenant, the view, expressed <luring the discussion of the draft Covenant 

in this session of the General Assembly and in the eleventh session of the 

Economic and Social Council, that it is d.esirable to d.efine the rights 

set forth in the Covenant and. the limitations thereto ui th the greatest 

:possible precision". 

Part C of the draft resolution on the future work of the 
Commission on Human Rights (the federal clause) 

40, At ·the 309th meeting, the USSR amendment (A/C.3/L.96) to add. at the end. 

of sub-paragraph 2 (c) of the ,joint d.raft resolution, after the words 

"constitutional :problems of fed.eral States" the following: "the' intention being 

to extend the provisions of the Covenant without any exceptions or restrictions 

to all :parts of fed.eral States." was rejected. by a roll-call vote of 21 to 6, 
with 21 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, Poland., 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics, Yugoslavia. 

/Against: 

I t 



Against: 

·' 

A/1559 
Page 25 

Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, China, Cuba, 

France, Greece, Lebanon, Netherlands, New Zealand, NorHay, 

Peru, Philippines, Sweden, Thailand, Turkey, Union of South 

Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 

United States of America. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Argentina, Burma, Chile, Denrffirk, Dominican 

Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Iran, 

Iraq_, Israel, Mexico, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Saud:i. Arabia, Syria, 

Uruguay, Venezuela. 

41. The CoDlilli ttee also rejected, by ti. roll-call vote ar' 21 to 12, 11ith 13 

abstentions, the following part of the Mexican amen~ent (A/C.3/L.89/Rev.l), 

reading: "To study the problem of the so-called federal clause in order to 

obtain a formula that will positively prevent the possibility of the non­

application of the Covenant in any one or more of the territories forming a 

federation •. ," The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Argentina, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chile, 

Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Iraq, Mexico, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet 

Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 

Uruguay, Yugoslavia. 

Against: Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, 

France, Greece, Lebanon, Netherlands, l\Tevr Zealar:d._, Norway, 

Peru, Philippines, Sweden, Thailand, Turkey, Union of South 

Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 

United States of America, 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Burma, Dominican Republic, Egypt, E1 Salvador, 

Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Nicaragua, Pakistan, 

Saudi Arabia, Syria, Venezuela. 

The second ~art of the Mexican amendment proposed orally by the representative 

of Mexico to add to the above-mentioned text the words "five years after the 

ratification of the Covenant" was conseg_uently not put to the vote". 

42. Following the rejection of the USSR and Mexican amendments, the 

Committee, at the same meeting, adopted by a roll-call vote of 27 to 6, with 16 
abstentions, the Lebanese amendment (A/C.3/L.86) to insert after the words 

''Have as their purpose" in sub-paragraph 2 (c) of the joint draft resolution the 

/words 
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words 11 securing the maximum extension of the Covenant to the constituent units of 

federal States, and ••• 11
• The vote was as follows: 

In favour: 

Against: 

Abstaining: 

Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, China, Dominican 

Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, France, Greece, India, 

Iran, Israel, Lebanon, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 

Philippines, S-vreden, Thailand, Turkey, Union of South Africa, 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 

States of America, Venezuela. 

Cuba, Denmark, Iraq, Mexico, Peru, Yugoslavia. 

Afghanistan, Argentina, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 

Republic, Chile, Czechoslovakia, Indonesia, Nicaragua, Pakistan, 

Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Yemen. 

43. An oral Chinese amer..dment to replace the word 11 the 11 (before 11federal 

State article 11
) by the work 11a" in the first line of sub-paragraph 2 (c) of the 

joint draft resolution was adopted by a roll-call vote of 16 to 9, with 22 

abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Argentina, China, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Iran, Iraq, Netherlands, 

N e-vr Zealand, Peru, Philippines, Syria, United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, 

Yugoslavia. 

Against: Australia, Belgium, Brazil, France, Mexico, Nicaragua, Thailand, 

Turkey, United States of America. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Bolivia, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 

Republic, Canada, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican 

Republic, Greece, India, Indonesia, Israel, Lebanon, Norway, 

Pakistan, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Ukrainian Soviet 

Socialist Republic, Union of South Africa, Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics. 

44. An oral amendment by Australia for the substitution of the word 

"posi tions 11 for the word 11problems" in the last line of sub-paragraph 2 (c) of 

the joint draft resolution was rejected by 12 votes to 9, '-11th 24 abstentions. 

45. Sub-paragraph 2 (c), as amended, was adopted in the following form by 

a roll-call vote of 31 to 3, with 14 abstentions: 

/"To study 
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"To study a federal state article and.' to prepare, for the consideration 

of the General Assembly at its sixth session, recorr~end.ations which will 

have as their purpose securing the maximum extension of the Covenant to 

the constituent units of federal States, and meeting the constitutional 

problems of federal States. 11 

The voting "'·ias a.;; follow·s: 

In favour: Argentina, Australia, BelgiUlli., Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, China., 

Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Ethiopia, France, Greece, 

India, Iran, Israel, Lebanon, Netherlands, N'evr Zealand, 

Nicaragua, Norvray, Peru, Philippines, Sweden, Thailand, Turkey, 

Union of South Africa, United. Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

Against: Denmark, Mexico, Yugoslavia. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Burma, Byelorussian SoViet Socialist Republic, 

Chile, Czechoslovakia, Indonesia, Iraq, Pakistan, Poland, 

Saudi Arabia, Syria, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yemen. 

Part D of the draft resolution on the future work of the 
Commission on Human Rir~ts 

46. At its 309th to 3llth meetings on 9 and 10 November 1950, the Commit t ee 

discussed the joint amendment submitted by Afe~anistan and Saudi Arabia 

(A/C.3/L.88) relating to the right of peoples and nations to self-determination. 

In document A/C.3/L.88 the sponsoring Delegations had suggested that the General 

Assembly call upon the Economic and Social Covncil to request the Ccmmission on 

Human Rights to study the problem of the right of peoples and nations to self­

determination. In a revised version of the amendment (A/C.3/L.88/Rev.l), they 

had. proposed that the study should refer to the right of nations to self­

determination. Subsequently, however, the representatives of the two countries 

withdrEn-r the revised version of the proposal so that, at its 3llth meeting, the 

Committee voted upon the original text of document A/C.3/L.88 dealing with the 

right of both peoples and nations to self-determination. The amendment was adopted 

by a roll-call vote of 31 to 16, with 5 abstentions, as follows: 

"To study ways and means which would ensure the right of peoples and 

nations to self-determination and to prepare recommendations for 

consideration by the General Assembly at its sixth session." 

/The voting vras 
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The voting was as follows: 

In favour: AfBnanistan, Argentina, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 

I '+ 
l 
I 

Republic, Chile, China, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, ~ 

Against: 

Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honiuras, India, 

Indonesia, Iran, Ira~, Israel, Mexico, Pakistan, Fhilippines, 

Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 

Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Urub~ay, Yemen, 

Yugoslavia . 

Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Franc e , Greece, Netherlando, 

New Zealand, Nicaragua, NorvTay_, Peru, S<..reden, Turkey, Union of 

South Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland, United States of America. 

Abstaining: Brazil, Ethiopia, Lebanon, Thailand, Venezuela. 

47. Thereupon the Committee rejected ny a roll-call vote of 16 to 7, with 

28 abstentions a Lebanese proposal whereby the General Assembly vmuld decide to 

include in the agenda of its sixth session as a separate item the ~ueRtion of the 

study of ways and means which would ensure the right of nations to self­

determination (A/C .3/L.l04). 'I'he voting '-las as follows: 

In favour: 

Against: 

Denmark, Ethiopia, Ira~, Lebanon, Mexico, Netherlands, Peru~ 

Afghanistan, Australia, Belgium, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet 

Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, El Salvador, Guatemala, 

India, New Zealand, Poland, U1crainian Soviet Socialist 

Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

Abstaining: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Cuba, Dominican 

Republic, Egypt, France, Greece, Haiti, Honduras, Indonesia, 

Iran, Israel, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Saudi 

Arabia, Sweden, Syria, Thailand, Turkey, Union of South Africa, 

United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

Part E of the draft resolution on the future vrork of the 
Commission on Human Rights 

48. At its 312th and 313th meetings on 13 and 14 November, the Committee 

examined sub-paragraph 2 (c) of the joint draft resolution to which there were 

the following amendments: USSR amendment (A/C.3/L.96)j Iraqi amendment to the 

Yugoslav amendment (A/C.3/L.l06); Yugoslav amendment (A/C.3/L.92); Ira~i 

/amendment 
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a··· en lrnc>; -'- (' /C. ·~ jT 10~ ', "- .·, · · 111 .... c .... 1-=:.-: ..... i.,.· .d. 1 , • . ,) ...._!.. , , '.) :,_,. r.n e mnendraent subw.:t tted by ~reece and Ne·.v Zealand 

(A/C.J/L.J-3/I?.o<J.l); c:mendmrJnt by Greece and Hmv Zec:1.l ancl (A/C.3/L.83/Rev.l). 

49. :'\ t ·~ ts 313th mseting, the Ccmmi ttee: rej ec ~ed by 2::;, votes to 14, vTi th 

10 absterrc:i ::m,J , tLe motion for votinc; by division on tx various J:aragraphs of 

the USSR amendment conce:::n2ng econcmic, social and cultu:ral rightc:. Thereupon, 

the Cor;;ni ttee vote(l on the following USSR amendment as t: \.;hole: 

"V. Delete :paragra ph 2 (e) and replace 1lY the folloving: 

"Include in the s::1id d:r·aft Covenant on Human R:l@:l.ts the follOi·TiiJg provi sj_ons 

concerninG ht.man ri ehts in the economic, social and cultur-al spherer>: 

!11. 'I'he s-:;a te shall ensure the develo::pmcr~t of scien0e and. education in 

the interests of progress and d emocr·acy and in the interestn of ensurino:; 

international peace and co-o:peration. 
112. J~.ccess t o edu.cat:i.on shall be open to all -vrithout distinction of 

race, sex, .languac;e, economic situation or social origin and this right shall oe 
snsured by the State by the provision of free elementary education, a system of 

scholarships and the requisite system of schools. 

"3. It is the duty of the State to guarantee to everyone the right to 

1rork and to choose his occupation in such a rranner a s to create conditions 1rhich 

-vrill exclude the threat of death frorJ. hunger and from exhaustion. 

"4. 'Ihe r:tcht to rest and leisure shall b e guaranteed by the State to 

everyone employed. in enterprises and institutions, either by lav or on the basis 

of coll<-c-ci ve acreements :f='roviding, in particular, for a reasonable lim:i tation 

of 1rorkJ.ne hom·s and for periodic hol:idays vTi th ].Cay. 

"5. ::Jocial security e.n.d social insurance for -vrorkers and employees shall 

be effected at the expense of the State or at the expense of the Employers in 

~:·. :~c.ordanc e 11j. th the lavrs of each countr;r. 
11 6. The Sta. t e nhall take all nee essary measures, l eci. sla ti Ye measures in 

particular, to ensure dec ent living accommodation to every person. 
11 7. \!omen shall enjoy in their 1vork rights and privileges >·rhich shull not 

be l ess than those enjoyed by men and they shall receive equal :r;ay 1-l'i th :r::en fer 

eq_l<al vork. 

"8. The ri eht freely to combine in trade unions shall be guaranteed to 

a.ll hired. vrorkers -vrithout distinction as to nationality, r::1ce, reli8ion, sox, 

occupa tion_, political or I)hilosopr.ical vievrs. 

/
11Trade unions 
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"Trad.e unions shall be glmranteed the right freely to pursue their acti vi ttes 

direc ted Vy,.,ax·ds im.r .. r o·ving trw life and econom:l. c vml:fare of workers, and all 

regnlat:ions of i·7hatever lcind directed asainst trade union organizations by hired 

worker s and employees shall be prohibited. 

"9. Trade union orsanizations shall have the right freely to elect all 

their r epresentatives, to make their own administrative arrangements and 

democra tica lly to fulfil their functions and tasks in the interests of their 

members, and. shall b e protected against any interference on the rart of :public 

authorities or officials. Public authorities or officials rr.ay not attempt to 

exert pressure of any kind vrha tsoever, -whether dire?t1;r or indirectly, upon trade 

unions a r.d their members, Public authorities or officials shall b e req_ui r ed to 

abstain from founding, financing or interfering in the direction of trade union 

or cani za ti ons . 

"10. Legislative measures shall be adopted to ena'ble trade uni on 

organizations to partici~ate in the determination of economic and social policy 

in undertakings and on the local, regional and national levels. 

"11. Trade union organizations shall have the right to amalgarrate on a 

trade , inter-union, local, regional and national basis and to affilia te to 

international trade union organizations, 

"12. The right to strike shall be guaranteed. 
1113. No one may prevent an international trade union organization from 

fulfillinG its functions and communicating with the organizations affiliated t o 

it." 

The USSR amendment ua s rejected by 26 votes to 8, with 15 abstentions. 

50. 'rher eupon, the Committee voted next on the amendment suomi tted by Iraq 

(A/C. 3/L.l06) to the Yugoslav amendment (A/C.3/L.92) to add after the vrords 

"Decides to include economic, social and cultural rights in the draft Covenant on 

Human Rights", in section 3 of the Yugoslav amendment the words "and an explicit 

recogr.ition of equality of ~en and women on related riehts, as set forth in the 

Charter of the United. Nations 11 
, The Iraq_i amendment was adopted, at the 313 th 

meeting of the Committee, by 34 votes to none, with 13 abstentions. 

51. At the same meeting, the Yugoslav amendment, amended by the Iraq_i 

amer_d.ment, 1ra s adopted by 23 votes to 17, with 10 abstentions, to r eplac e sub­

:paragrarjh 2 ( e ) of the joint draft resolution, The vording was as follows: 
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"Hhereas the Covenant on Human Richts should be drawn up in the spirit 

and based on the principles of the Universal Declaration of Hun:an Rights; 

"v·lhereas the Universal Declaration regards mn as a person, to whom 

civic and. political freedoms as well as economic, social and cultural rights 

indubitably belong; 

rrllhereas the enjoyment of civic and political freedoms and that of 

economic, social and cultural rights are interconnected and interdependent; 

"vJhereas i·rhen de:pri ved of economic, social and cultural rights n:an does 

not represent the hUll'.an person whom the Universal Declaration regards as the 

ideal of the free ~.an; 

"Decides to include economic, social and cultural rights in the draft 

Coverant on Human Rights and an explicit recognition of e~uality of men and 

i·romen on related rights, as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations; 

"Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Commission 

en Human Rights in accordance vri th the spirit of the Universal Declaration of 

Hurcan Rights to include in the Covenant a clear expression of economic, 

social and cultural rights in a manner vrhich relates them to the civic and 

political freedoms to be proclaimed by the Covenant. 11 

The Ira~i amendment to the Nevr Zealand-Greece amendment and the New Zealand­

Greece amendment itself were consequently not -put to the vote. 

52. At its 314th meeting on 15 November 1950, the Committee adopted 

unanimow::ly (by 43 votes to none, with no abstentions) :r:aragraph 2 (f) of the joint 

d.raf't resolution (A/C .3/L. 76) calling upon the Economic and Social Council to 

request the Commission on Human Rights 

rrto take such steps as are necessary to obtain the co-operation of 

other or5ans of the United Nations and of specialized agencies in the 

consideration of such rights" (i.e. economic, social and cultural rights). 

53. At its 315th meeting, the Committee adopted by 36 votes to none, with 

l abstention, the following amendment by France (A/C.3/L.82/Rev,l) as a nm·r 

paragraph to be inserted tn the joint draft resolution: 
11Requests the Economic and Social Council to give consideration, at its 

tirelfth session, to the methods by 'iihich the speciaUzed agencies might 

co-operate vrith the Commission on Hurr.an Rights vrith rec;ard to economic, 

social and cultural ri13hts 11
, 

Part F 
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Part F of the draft resolution on the future vrork of the Commission on 
Human Rights (adeQuacy of the articles of implementation) 

54. At its 314th meeting on 15 Novenber 1950, the representative of Mexico 

suggested tr.at the Commission on Human Rights should be allowed to examine certain 

proposals concerning implementation vrhich had. been made before the Third Committee, 

a decision to this effect not amounting to a commitment of delegations to any or 

all of those :pro:posals. He therefore moved that the following amendment be added 

at the end of sub -paragra:ph 2 (g) of the joint draft resolution: 

"and. to take into consicleration in their studies of Questions relative 

to :petitions and implementation the proposals presented by the delegations 

of Chile, Ethiopia and France, Israel, Uruguay, in documents A/C.3/L.81, 

A/C.3/L.78, A/C.3/L.91/Rev.l, A/C.3/L.91/Rev.l/Corr.l and A/C.3/L.93". 

In so far as it referred to the Chilean pro:posal (A/C.3/L.8l), the Mexican 

amer:dment -vms adopted by 24 votes to 11, with 11 abstentions. 

In so far as it referred to the joint French-Ethiopian proposal (A/C.3/L.78), 

the Mexican amendment 1ras adopted. by 33 votes to 8, vTi th 5 abstentions. 

In so far as it referred to the Israeli :proposal (A/C.3/L.9l/Rev.l and Corr.l), 

the Mexican amendment was adopted by 21 votes to 16, with 10 abstentions. 

In so far as it referred to the Uruguayan :proposal (A/C.3/L.93), the 

Mexican amendment was adopted by 21 votes to 16, with 8 abstentions. 

The Hexican amendment as a vrhole 1vas adopted by 28 votes to 9, with 8 

abstentions. 

55. 'Ihe sponsors of the joint draft resolution accepted the proposal of 

Israel for the insertion of the words 11of provisions to be inserted in the draft 

Covenant or 11 between the words "consideration11 and the words ''in se:r:arate 

protocols •.• 11 in the text of sub-paragraph 2 (g) of the joint draft resolution. 

The Co:mrni ttee adopted the follovTing part of this :paragraph by 26 votes to 10, 

vTi th 7 abstentions: 
11 To proceed 1'1"1 th the consideration of provisions to be inserted in 

the draft Covenant, .•.•. 11
• 

56. A separate vote was taken on the 110rd.s "or in se:r:;arate :protocolsu which 

followed the 1vords of sub-r;aragraph 2 (g) just adopted, and it was decided by 

21 votes to 10, 1-Ti th 13 abstentions, to retain these words. 

57. 'Thereupon, the Corcmi ttee adopted, by 26 votes to 11, with 7 abstentions, 

the remainder of sub-:r:;aragraph 2 (g) of the joint draft resolution (A/C.3/L.76) 

/consisting 
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consisting of the words "for the receipt and examination of petitions from 

individuals and oreanizations With respect to alleged violations of the 

International Covenant on Human Rightsn. 

58. The division of the voting on the amended raragraph as a 'lvlwle having 

been reQuested, the Comnittee voted on the first rart of the ame~ded text 

consisting of the joint amendment, without the Mexican amendment: reading as 

fallows: "To proceed with the consideration of provisions to be inserted in th.e 

draft Covenant or in separate protocols for the receipt and examination of 

petitions from individuals and organizations '"i th respect to allegeC:L viola t:!.ons 

of the International Covenant on Human R:~£htsn. Eight members voted in f'avotrr 

of this text, 21 against, and 13 abstained, 

59. Subsequently, hmrever, the Committee adopted, by 28 votes to 13, 1rith 

3 abstentions, a motion to reconsider the separate voting on this ra:rt of the 

paragraph ani also the result of this separate voting, namely, the decision to 

reject this part of the paragraph. Thereupon, the whole of sub-paragraph 2 (g), 

as amended, l·ras put to the vote as a whole 1 and was adopted in the following 

form by 24 votes to 11, with 11 abstentions: 

"To proceed with the consideration of provisions to be inserted in 

the draft Covenant or in separate protocols for the receipt and examination 

of petitions from individuals and or§anizations with respect to alleged 

violations of the International Covenant on Human Rights; and to take into 

consideration in their studies of Questions relative to petitions and 

implementation, the proposals presented by the delegations of Chile, 

Ethiopia and France, Israel, Uruguay, in documents A/C.3/L.8l, A/C.3/L.78, 

AjC. 3/L.9l/Rev .1, AjC .3/L.91/Corr .1 and A/C. 3/L.93. 11 

60. At its 314th meeting on 15 November 1950, the Committee also considered 

the amendment by the USSR (A/C.3/L.96) to the effect that the articles on 

implementation (articles 19 to 41) should be deleted from the draft Inter~ational 

Covenant on Human Rights since their inclusion would constitute an attempt at 

intervention in the domestic affairs of States and would encroach on their 

sovereignty. This Soviet ame~dment was rejected by a roll-call vote of 29 to 5, 

>ri th 12 abstentions. The voting was as follm•s: 

In favour: Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, Polar-d, 

Ukrainian SGviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics. 

/M;ainst: 
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Against: Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Cuba, 

De~ark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopia, France, Greece, 

Guaten:ala, Haiti, Israel, Lebanon, Netherlar.ds, New Zealar..d, 

Norvray, Peru, Philippines, Sweden, 'Ihailand, Turkey, Union of 

South Africa, United Kingdan of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland, United States of America, UruGuay. 

Abstaining: Afe..hanistan, Argentina, Burma, Egypt, India, Iron, Iraq, 

l-1exico, Pakis.tan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Yugoslavia. 

Part G of the draft resolution on the future work of t he 
Commission on Human Rights 

61. At its 315th meeting on 16 November 1950, the Committee adopted by 

29 votes to none, with 2 abstentions, sub-:r;aragraph 2 (h) of the joint draft 

r esolution by uhich the CoiLID.ission on Human Rights was requested 11to report to the 

thirteenth session of the Economic and Social Council concerning the above 

matters". 

Part H of the draft resolution on the future lvork of the 
Commission on Human Rights 

62. At its 315th meeting on 16 November 1950, the Committee also adopted., 

by 37 votes to none, ivi th l abstention, paragraph 3 of the joint draft resolution, 

reading as follows: 
11Requests the Secretary-General to invite Nember .States to submit 

their views by 15 February 1951 concerning the draft International Covenant 

on Human Rights as revised by the Commission on Hun:an Rights at its sixth 

session, in order that the Commission may have such views before it in 

its further consideration of the draft Covenant at its seventh session. 11 

/VIII. 



A/1559 
Page 35 

VIII. VariNG ON THE DRAFT RESOLUTION ON TEE :EUTURE WOBK OF THE 
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS AS A WHOLE 

63. The Committee, having considered and voted upon a.ll the parts of the 

joint draft resolution of Brazil, Turkey and the United States of America 

(A/C.3/L.76) and the amendments submitted thereto, agreed, at the 315th meeting 

on 16 November 1950, to postpone the voting on the draft resolution as a whole 

until the office~s of the Committee, with the assistance of the Secretariat, had 

prepared a consolidated and rearranged text of the whole draft resolution as it 

had been adopted in parts. The officers of the Third Committee presented to the 

318th meeting of the Co~ittee held on 17 November 1950, a proposal for a 

consolidated text of the draft resolution (A/C.3/L.lll). The text of the draft 

resolution as a whole, as contained in that proposal was adopted at that meeting 

by 29 votes to 5, with 13 abstentions. It was also agreed at that meeting that 

this draft resolution should be called 11Draft Resolution on the Future '\-fork of 

the Commission on Ruman Rights 11
• The text of the resolution thus adopted will be 

found in Part X of the present report (resolution I). 

/IX. DRAFT 



A/1559 
Page 36 

IX. DRAFT RESOlUTION ON RUMAN RIGHTS DAY 

64. At its 315th and 316th meetings held on 16 November 1950, the Committee 

considered a proposal by the United States of America concerning the proclamation 

of Human Rights Day (A/C.3/L.l02). The Committee also had before it in this 

connexion a memorandum from the Secretary-General (A/C.3/542). The Committee, 

by 44 votes to none, with 4 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution with 

certain an:endments (A/C .3/543), the text of which v1i1l be found in section X 

beloH (resolution III). 

/X. RECCMMENDATIOl\18 
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65. The Third Cammittee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the 

adoption of the following three resolutions: 

RESOLti"TION I 

DRAFT INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ~AN RIGHTS ~m MEASt~ES 
' OF IMPLEMENTATION: F1i"rtRE WCRK OF THE 

COMMISSION ON HUVAN RIGHTS 

The General Assemb~Y, 

Appreciating the priority which, in accordance with General Assembly 

Resolution 217 (III), the Commission on Human Rights during its 1949 and 1950 
sessions gave to the preiaration of a draft International Covenant on H~an 

Rights and measures for its implementation, 

Noting the decisior1 of the Economic and Social Council at its eleventh 

session to transmit the draft Covenant on Ruman Rights together with relevant 

documentation and records of the discussion in the Council to the General Assembly 

at its fifth session for consideration with a view to reaching policy decisions 

on the points listed in Resolution 303 (XI) of the Econamic and Social Council, 

Considering it essential that the covenant should include provisions 

rendering it obligatory for states to promote the implementation of the hurran 

rights and fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the Covenant and to take the 

necessary steps, including legislation, to guarantee to everyone the real 

opportunity of enjoying those rights and freedoms, 

~ Having considered the draft covenant prepared by the Commission on Human 

' 
~ 

Rights, :r;a,rtj_cularly "'d th reference to certain basic policies: 

A. 

Commends the Commission on Human Rights for the important work it has thus 

far accomplished; 

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to re~uest the Commission on 

Hurran Rights to continue to give priority in its work to the completion of the 

draft International Covenant on Human Rights and measures for its implereentaticn 

in order that the General Assembly rray at its sixth session have before it the 

revised draft of this Covenant. 

B. 

Considers 

(a) that the list of rights in the first eighteen articles of the Draft 

/covenant 
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Covenant on Hurran Rights does not contain certain of the most elementary 

rights; 

(b) that the p:esent wording of some of the first eighteen articles of 

the draft Covenant on Hurran Rights should be improved in order to p:otect 

more effectively the rights to which they refer; 

(c) that in the drafting of the Covenant on Hurran Rights account should 

be taken of the principles and pur]oses of the Charter of the United Nations 

and that these princi]les and ]ur]oses of the Charter of the United Nations 

should be consistently ap]lied and assiduously :protected; 

Calls upon the Eccncmic and Social Council to re51-uost the Co:c-Jnissicn on 

Hun:an Rights to take into consideration in its work cf revision of the draft 

Covenant: 

(1) the views exp:essed during the discussion ::f tl"e draft Covenant 

in this session of the General Assembly ~Dd in the eleventh session of 

the Economic and Social Council, including thocc relating to articles 

13 and 14 of the Draft Covenant and, with a Ylcw to the .addHion in 

this covenant of other rlghts, those relating to the rights set forth 

by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in docUQent A/C.3/L.96 and 

Yugoslavia in document A/C.3/L.92;· 

(ii) the view, ex:pressed during the discussion of the draft Covenant in 

this session of the General Assembly and in the eleventh session of the 

Economic and Social Council, that it is desirable to define the rights 

set forth in the Covenant and the limitations thereto with the greatest 

possible.rrecision. 

c. 
Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Ccrrmissicn on 

Hurran Rights to study a federal state article and to :prepare, for the 

consideration of the General Assembly at its siA.'"th session, recon:.r;:endations which 

will have as their ~urpose securing the maximum extension of the Covenant to the 

constituent units of federal states, and meeting the constitutional problems of 

federal states. 

D. 
Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to request the Corrmission on 

Hurran Rights to study ways and means which would ensure the right of peoples and 

nations to self-determination and to :prepare recorrmendaticns fer consideration by 

the General Assembly at its sixth session. 
/Hhereas 
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1./hereas the Covenant on Hun:an Rights should be drawn up in the spirit and 

based en the principles of the Universal Declaration of Hurr.an Rights.: / 

vihe1·eas the Universal Declaration regards man as a person, to whom civic and 

political freedoms as well as economic, social and cultural rights indubitably 

belong; 

Uhereas the enjOJ'lllent of civic and political freedoms and that of economic, 

social and cultural rights are interconnected and interdependent; 

llhereas when de:r:-rived of economic) social and cultural rights man does not 

re]resent the hurran person whom the Universal Declaration regards as the ideal of 

the free rran; 

(a) Decides to include eccncmic, social and cultural rights in the draft 

Covenant en Hurran Rights and an explicit recognition of eq_uality of men and 

'rTcmen on related rights, ao set forth in the Charter of the united Nations; 

(b) Calls u~on the Economic and Social Council to request the Corrmissicn on 

Hurr.an Rights in accordance 1vith the spirit of' the Universal Declaration to 

include in the Covenant a clear expression of economic, social and cultural 

rights in a rr.anner which relates them to the civic and political freedoms 

rxoclai~ed by the Covenant; 

(c) Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to req_uest the Commission en 

Hun:an Rights to take such steps as are necessary to obtain the co-operation 

of other organs of the United Nations and of Specialized Agencies in the 

consideration of such rights; 

(d) Requests the Economic and Social Council to give consideration at its 

tvrelfth session, to the methods by which the specialized agencies might 

co-oper6.te with the Co:rrmissicn on Eu.rran Rig:nts with rega.rd to economic, 

social and cultural rights. 

}i'. 

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to req_uest the Commission en Hurr.an 

Rights to proceed with the consideration of :provisions to be inserted in the draft 

Co~enant cr in serarate protocols for the receipt and examination of ~etitions 

frcm individuals and organizations with respect to alleged violations of the 

InterLational Covenant on Human Rights; and to take into consideration in their 

studies of ~uesticns relative to petitions and implementation tho :proposals 

presented by the delegations of Chile, Ethj_opia and France} Israel, Uruguay, in 
/docurr.ents 



documents A/C .3/L.Bl, Ajc .3/I.. 78, A/C .3/L. 91/Rev .1, A/C .3/L.91/Rev .1/Corr .1 and 

AjC.3/L.93. 

G. 

Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to req_uest the Con:mission on 

Hu~an Rights to report to the thirteenth session of the Economic and Social 

Council concerning the above rratters. 

H. 

Requests the Secretary-General to invite Member States to submit their views 

by 15 February 1951 concerning the draft Interratienal Covenant on Hurran Rights 

~s revised by the Ccrrmission en Hurean Rights at its sixth session, in order that 

the Commission may have such views before it in its further consideration of the 

draft Covenant at its seventh session, 

RESOLt.iTION II 

T:ERRITCRIAL APPLICATION OF THE Il'iTTIRli!ATIONAL 
COVENAli.""T ON HUiv!AH RIGHTS 

Tho General Assembly, 

ReQuests the Cenmissien on Human Rights to include the following article in 

the International Covenant en Hun:an Rights: 

Article 

"The J;rovisiens of the ];resent Covenant shall 

extend to or be applicable eq_ually to a signatJry metropolitan 

State and to all the territories, be they Non-Self-Gov-erning., 

Trust, or Colonial Territories, lvhich are being administered 

or governed by such metropolitan .State", 

DRAFT FIFST ThT:ERNATIONAL COVElffiKT ON Hill'JAN RIGHTS 
AND lvlEAStRES CF ll{PLEfiiE:t-;TATION 

RESOLuTION III 

HW..AN RIGh"'IS DAY 

The General Assembly, 

CcnsiJering tbat en 10 December 1948 ~he General Assembly rroclaimed the 

Fniversal ~eclaraticn of Hurr.an Rights as a ccmnon standard of achievement for all 

:peGples and ell nations, 

Considering that the Declaration rr.arks E. dis tinct forward. step in the rrarch 

of human :r:rocresA, 
/Considering ttat 
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gonsi~ i.':r..!ER__!-ha~ t}J.e .c.mniversary of this fWent sl:c1;ld. be a:p:prc:priately 

eelobra t~;:•.:L in all count.ri.cs as r-art of a conmon eff"or-c to bring the Declare..ti::m 

to the utt:.ontion c,f the llOO:ples of the world, 

l.'...'tP1.'cH3f>:lng its a;:rprecia:tion to all those countrh. , Members or non-members -- ·--------· -··---··-
of' the United Nations wh:Lc:h have already celebrated. this anniversary, 

Invit8s all States and. :l.nterested organizatioi:.s to adopt J.O :Cecember of 

ee.ch yer.u: as Hu1r.an R:l.ghts Day, and observe this day to celebrate the rrcclamc..ticn 

cf the Universal Declaration of H'\J.Ir:.:m Rights by t:ne Gem;ral Assembly on 

10 DeceL::.ber 1::;48, and to exat increasing efforts in thio field. of hwr.an 

I~ ogress, 

Invites all States and interested orgai1izations to re:Port nnnutilly through 

the Secretary-General concerning the observance of Human Rights Day. 




