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Fortieth re~ort of 1950 of the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions 

l. Th e AdvisC'ry Ccn:mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions has 

cons :ide red e. report by the Secretary-General (A/C .5/444) en tl:a f'ir.ancial 

inplic~ticns of the draft ldsolution proposed by the Third Committee (A/1690). 

2 . Under the terms of paracraph 3 of the proposed resolution, the Secretary­

Genere.l is requested "to establish an Ad Hoc COI!liitission composed of tbree 

qualified nnd i iapartial persons chosen by the International Red Cross or, 

failint that, by the Secretary-General himself, with a view to settling the 

questiun of the prisoners of war in a purely humanitarian spirit and on terms 

acceptable tC' all Governments concerned." 

3. The eotimate submitted by the Secretary-General in respect of the year 1951 

includes ~revision for the payment of fees in addition to travelling and 

s ubsis tence expenses. The Advisory Committee considers, however, that the 

principJ es originally laid do,.ffi in Gene!al Assembly resolution 231 (III) of 

0 Octo1:-er ) ?48, and re-affirmed i.o the resolution concerning su1:·d:Jtence 

allo\-mnces for rr.embers of commissions, committees and other subsidiary bodies 

~hich was adopted by the General Assembly on 1 December 1950 {A/1596), precl~de 
U:e rayn:ent of fees to the n:embers of such a commission. The Committee also 

ccnsid.oro trio.t the' proposal, if adopted, would establish a further undesirable 

precedent for the .United :Nations and a situation likely to create difficulties 
•)LI ' I •" j for the :[·nte'rnati~'D~l Red Cross; and that, in any case, no difficulty need be 
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anticirated in securing the services of qualified and impartial persons 

willing to serve, as a matter of honour and obligation, en the Ad Hoc Commission 

on the ncrmal terms approved by the General Assembly for expert bodies of 

the United Nations. 

4. Cn this basis, the Advisory Committee recommends that the proposed provision 

for fees should be deleted and that, instead, the rate of daily subsistence 

allowance ehould be raised from $12.50 to $25.00 at Headquarters and $20,00 in 

the field. The total of the remaining items can, in the nature of the case, 

only be a rough estimate, and the Coumittee recommends therefore an appropriation 

of $35,000 under section 1 of the 1951 budget estimates. This represents a 

reduction of $10 1 000 on the fi~ure submitted. 




