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The General Assembly, 

Mindful that one of the principal Purposes of th~ Unitdd Nations is to 

schiGVc b.ternationsl co-o:r;eration in solving international problems of a 

humanitarian charact;ar and in :promoting and encouraging respect for humen rights 

and fund.a!!l6ntal fre.,doms for all, 

Considering that the Geoorsl Assembly may recom:u:end. mc;asuras for the 

:r;eaooful adjustment of any situation, regardkss of origin, which it deems likely 

to im]air the gorural wlfa~ or friendly relations among nations, 

:S~Lieving that all prisoners having originally cornu within the control of 
• 

the Allied Powers as a consequence of th<> Second World War should oithor hava 

buen repatriated long since or have been otherwise accounted for, 

Rocalling that this is requir~d both by recognized standards of 

int<>rnational conduct and the Geneva Convention of 1949 for the :protection of 

war victims, and by specific agreEJn:ents batween the Allied Powers, 

1. Expresses its concern at the information prus,nted to it tcmding to show 

that large numbers of :prisoners talrun in thG courso of th0 Second World war have 

neither been ropatriatud, nor otherwise accountGd for; 

2. Calls upon ell GoVurnDJents still having control of such p<>rsons to act in 

conformity lrith the recognized standards of intornational conduct ant with the 

ebova-mentioned international agreoments and conventions which require that, 

u:pcil the cessation of active hostilities, all :prisoners should, with the least 

possible delay, be given an unrostricted opportunity of repatriation and, to that 

and, to publish and transmit to tho Secretery-Guneral bei'·::>re 30 April 1951: 
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(a) The na:n:es of such prisoners still held by them, the reasons for which 

they are still detained and the places in which they ere detained; 

(b) The na:n:es of prisoners who have died while under their control as well 

as the data end cause of death, and the manner and place of burial in each 

case; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to establish an Ad Hoc Commission composed of 

three qualified and impartial persons chosen by the International Red Cross or 

failing that, by the secretB.ry-General himself, with a vievr to settling the 

question of the prisoners of war in a purelY humanitarian spirit and on terms 

acceptable to all the Governments concerned. The Commission shall convene at a 

suitable data after 30 April 1951 to examine and evaluate 1 in the light of the 

information made available to the fifth session of the General Assembly, the 

information furnished by Governments in accordance with the terms of the preceding 

paragraph. In the avant that the Commission considers that this information is 

inadequate or affords reasonable ground for believing that prisoners coming within 

the custody or control of any foreign Government as a consequence of military 

operations of the Second World War have not been repatriated or otherwise 

accounted for, the General Assembly: 

(a) Requests the Commission to seek from the Governments or authorities 

concerned full information regarding such prisoners; 

(b) Requests the Commission to assist all Governments and authorities who 

so desire in arranging for and facilitating the repatriation of such 

prisoners; 

(c) Authorizes the Commission to use the good offices of any qualified and 

impartial person or organization whom it considers might contribute to the 

repatriation or accounting for of such prisoners; 

(d) Urges all Governments and authorities concerned to co-operate fullY With 

the Commission, to supply all necessary information and to grant right of 

access to their respective countries and to areas in which such prisoners 

are detains d; 

(e) Requests the secretary-General to furnish the Commission with the 

st.Jff and facilities necessary for the effective accomplishment of ita task; 

4. Urgently requests all the Governments to make the greatest possible efforts, 

based in particular on the do.cumentation to be provided, to search for prisoners 
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o;f war whose absence has been re:ported end who might be in their territories; 

5. Directs the Commission to report as soon as practicable the results of its 

work to the secretary-General for transmission to the Members of the United 

Nations. 




